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WINNETKA LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
NOTICE OF MEETING 

January 4, 2016 
7:30 p.m. 

 

On Monday, January 4, 2016 the Landmark Preservation Commission will convene a regular 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber at the Winnetka Village Hall, 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, Illinois. 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order. 
 

2. Continued from the December 7, 2015 meeting:  Preliminary Review of the Application 
for Demolition Permit of the single family residence at 20 Kent Rd.  Case No. 15-25. 
 

3. Preliminary Review of the Application for Demolition Permit of the single family residence 
at 960 Private Rd.  Case No. 16-01. 

 
4. Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the single family residence 

at 461 Maple St.  Case No. 15-24. 
 

5. Old Business. 
 
6. New Business.    
 
7. Adjournment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 
 
The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities, who require certain 
accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities, 
contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 



VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

 
NOTICE OF DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

PRELIMINARY REVIEW 
 
TO:   Landmark Preservation Commission 
 
FROM:   Ann Klaassen, Planning Assistant 

 
DATE:  December 21, 2015 
    
REFERENCE: 20 Kent Rd. Case No. 15-25 
 
This case was continued from the December 7, 2015 meeting.  At that time a motion was made, and 
seconded, to approve the demolition permit, however, with a vote of 3 to1 the motion did not pass. 
Since the December meeting additional information and photos have been submitted by the applicant 
(attached). 

An application for demolition was received November 4, 2015 for the removal of the single-family 
residence at 20 Kent Rd.  The residence was constructed in 1977.  The owners at the time of 
construction were Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Bear; the architect of record is Booth & Nagle, Ltd.  The 
structure is not a national, state, or local designated landmark.  The Winnetka Historical Society 
commented “While Mr. Booth is a prominent architect; the Winnetka Historical Society does not feel 
that further research is necessary.”    

In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine 
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant 
conducting an HAIS prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  Upon completing the preliminary 
historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary findings on the issue of whether the 
demolition permit application affects a building or property that has sufficient architectural or 
historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  In 
making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 
 
1. The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of 

construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list 
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit); 

2. Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society; 
3. Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review 

meeting. 
 
If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community 
Development and shall order the applicant to conduct such study. 
 
If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall notify the Director of Community 
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Development that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for delaying the demolition.  The 
preliminary determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the record.  The 
findings of fact shall include statements as to whether or not the building or property has 
architectural merit, historical significance, both, or neither.   
 
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following 
criteria: 
 
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 

Village Code; 
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure 

Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation; 
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the 

Illinois Register of Historic places; and 
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full 

HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 
   
The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60 
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for 
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley 
along which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent 
undue congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood.  Currently, there are no building or 
demolition permits for new primary structures on the block.  The Director has determined that a 
delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood. 
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20 Kent Rd. – Standing Water 
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20 Kent Rd. – Standing Water 
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20 Kent Rd. – Flat Roof Ceiling Damage 
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20 Kent Rd. – Flat Roof 

 

20 Kent Rd. – Rear Elevation 
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1928 Root & Hollister Landscape Plan 2 Kent Rd. 
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Log In | Contact Us| View Cart (0)

Browse: Collections Digital Content Subjects Creators Record Groups

Location: Archon  Root, Ralph Rodney

Root, Ralph Rodney (1884-1964) | Lake Forest College
Library Archives and Special Collections

Log In Register

Lake Forest College Library Archives and Special Collections
Contact Us: Email Form

Page Generated in: 0.13 seconds (using 91 queries).
Using 5.55MB of memory. (Peak of 5.65MB.)

Powered by Archon Version 3.20
Copyright ©2011 The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Name: Root, Ralph Rodney (1884-1964)

Historical Note:

Ralph R. Root was a landscape architect noted for his formalism in style and approach while
based in the midwest, a contarian to the established conservative informal prevailing style,
derived frm 18th C. England's Landscape School, and practiced in this country through to today. 
Root's classic revival style, though, suited many local estates of the Lake Forest and Chicago
susburban region, from collaborations with architect David Adler  on the North Shore to Cantigny
in Wheaton, the Col. Robert R. McCormick estate. 

Root was educated at Cornell (1910) and Harvard (1912), and from 1913 to 1918 was the
landscape architecture instuructor at the University of Illinois.  His book, Design in Landscape
Gardening (Century, 1914), was perhaps the first textbook on landscape deisgn.  He taught an
influential  summer school in Lake Forest, 1916, on the Lake Forest College faculty, and proposed
for the College a landscape program in 1918, presumably after he did not receive tenure at the U.
of Illinois in 1918.  Inquiries by the College turned up one letter form the Olmsted (informal)
firm, not finding him reliable--perhaps on stylistic grounds.  The school never materialized for
many reasons.  He practiced with Noble P. Hollister, a horticulturalist, after 1918. 

In Lake Forest and Lake Bluff his designs in collaboration with David Adler and Robert Work
(Adler's partner 1917-28) incuded the Pike Estate, 950 Lake Rd.(1917), LF; Elawas Farm (1916--
plan in file); Crab Tree Farm, LB (early 1920s); and the Campbell estate, 2000 Knollwood Rd.,
1930--plan).  His most striking Chicago area commission, open to the public, is at Cantigny,
Wheaton: the historic terraces and pool (east), entry court (north), and allee (south) of the
McCormick mansion.
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 Village of Winnetka 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

Date:  November 6, 2015 
 
To:  Winnetka Historical Society 
 
From:  Ann Klaassen, Planning Assistant 
 

The Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the primary structure located 

at 20 Kent Rd. on December 7, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.  Please return any available information regarding the 

architectural or historical significance of this structure to my attention on or before November 30.  If you 

have any questions please send e-mail to aklaassen@winnetka.org or call me at 716.3525. 

Preliminary Property History Study/Village Hall Records: 
 
Building Permits Issued: 
 
Date Type Owner Architect 
06.24.1977 Construct single family residence. Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Bear Booth & Nagle, Ltd. 

 
Other Pertinent Village Documentation/Information:   
 
Winnetka Historical Society Response:  While Mr. Booth is a prominent architect, the Winnetka 
Historical Society does not feel that further research is necessary. 

By:  P. Van Cleave  Date:  11.30.2015 
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20 Kent Rd. 

 

 

 

 

11.09.2015
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VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

 
NOTICE OF DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

PRELIMINARY REVIEW 
 
TO:   Landmark Preservation Commission 
 
FROM:   Ann Klaassen, Planning Assistant 

 
DATE:  December 18, 2015 
    
REFERENCE: 960 Private Rd.  Case No. 16-01 
 
An application for demolition was received November 30, 2015 for the removal of the single-family 
residence and detached garage at 960 Private Rd.  The residence was built in 1922.  The owner at the 
time of construction was Joseph T. Meilinger; the architect of record was Howard Bowen.  The 
structure is not a national, state, or local designated landmark.  The Winnetka Historical Society does 
not find that this home has historic architectural significance or evidence of significant ownership.  

In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine 
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant  
conducting an HAIS prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  Upon completing the preliminary 
historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary findings on the issue of whether the 
demolition permit application affects a building or property that has sufficient architectural or 
historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  In 
making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

1. The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of 
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list 
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit); 

2. Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society; 
3. Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review 

meeting. 
 
If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community 
Development and shall order the applicant to conduct such study. 
 
If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall notify the Director of Community 
Development that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for delaying the demolition.  The 
preliminary determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the record.  The 
findings of fact shall include statements as to whether or not the building or property has 
architectural merit, historical significance, both, or neither.   
 
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following 
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criteria: 
 
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 

Village Code; 
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure 

Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation; 
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the 

Illinois Register of Historic places; and 
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full 

HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 
   
The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60 
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for 
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley 
along which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent 
undue congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood.  Currently, there is one building permit for 
a new primary structure at 965 Private Rd.  When the building permit is approved, the Director will 
review the construction activity on the block to determine whether a delay is necessary to prevent 
undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood. 
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 Village of Winnetka 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

Date:  December 3, 2015 
 
To:  Winnetka Historical Society 
 
From:  Ann Klaassen, Planning Assistant 
 

The Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the primary structure located 

at 960 Private Rd. on January 4, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.  Please return any available information regarding the 

architectural or historical significance of this structure to my attention on or before December 18.  If you 

have any questions please send e-mail to aklaassen@winnetka.org or call me at 716.3525. 

Preliminary Property History Study/Village Hall Records: 
 
Building Permits Issued: 
 
Date Type Owner Architect 
01.24.1922 Construct 2 ½ -story brick veneer 

residence. 
J. T. Meilinger Howard Bowen 

10.06.1922 Construct 1-story brick veneer 
garage. 

J. T. Meilinger Howard Bowen  

 
Other Pertinent Village Documentation/Information:   
 
Winnetka Historical Society Response:  Research does not show that this home has historic architectural 
significance or evidence of significant ownership. 

By:  P. Van Cleave  Date:  12.16.2015   
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960 Private Rd. 

 

Front Elevation 

 

 

Rear Elevation 

12.03.2015
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VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

 
HAIS REVIEW 

IMPACT DETERMINATION MEETING 
 

TO:   Landmark Preservation Commission 
 
FROM:   Ann Klaassen, Planning Assistant 

 
DATE:  December 22, 2015 
 
REFERENCE: 461 Maple St. - Case Number 15-24 
 
At the December 7, 2015 meeting the Commission found based on the age of the home that there 
was sufficient historic merit to warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 461 
Maple St.  An HAIS by Jean L. Guarino, Architectural Historian, was submitted December 17, 2015. 
 
It is the duty of the LPC to determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether the proposed 
demolition will result either in the loss of a building or structure that is of historic or architectural 
significance or in the significant alteration of the architectural character of the immediate 
neighborhood.       
 
The Winnetka Historical Society is reviewing the HAIS.  Its comments will be distributed to the 
Commission at the meeting. 
 
In accordance with Section 15.52.060 of the Village Code, the Commission is to enter findings on 
the following issues: 

a. whether the HAIS is complete; 
b. whether the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural or 

historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and 
c. whether demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 

 
In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

a. the HAIS;  
b. the preliminary property history study; 
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the HAIS; 
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 
 
The determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the entire record. 
 
If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to 
enable the LPC to make a determination as to the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may 
direct the applicant to complete, amend or supplement the report and may continue the impact 
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determination meeting pending the applicant’s filing of a complete application.   
 
A building or structure shall be considered to be historically or architecturally significant if the LPC 
determines that it meets one or more of the following standards: 
 

a. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time 
built or historic associations; 

b. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a 
change or a series of changes in the original structure; 

c. the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 
once common in the Village; 

d. the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

e. that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic 
Places.   
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 Village of Winnetka 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

Date:  November 6, 2015 
 
To:  Winnetka Historical Society 
 
From:  Ann Klaassen, Planning Assistant 
 

The Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the primary structure located 

at 461 Maple St. on December 7, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.  Please return any available information regarding the 

architectural or historical significance of this structure to my attention on or before November 30.  If you 

have any questions please send e-mail to aklaassen@winnetka.org or call me at 716.3525. 

 
Preliminary Property History Study/Village Hall Records:  No permits on record or any indication 
of original construction date. 
 
 
Winnetka Historical Society Response:  This home is well over 100 years old and has a rich history of 
ownership.  Given the amount of information already contained in the files, the Winnetka Historical 
Society does not feel that further research is required. 

By:  P. Van Cleave  Date:  11.20.2015 
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