
MINUTES 
WINNETKA VILLAGE COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING 
January 5, 2016 

(Approved:  January 19, 2016) 

A record of a legally convened regular meeting of the Council of the Village of Winnetka, which 
was held in the Village Hall Council Chambers on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

1) Call to Order.  President Greable called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  Present:  Trustees 
Andrew Cripe, Carol Fessler, William Krucks, Stuart McCrary, Scott Myers and Marilyn 
Prodromos.  Absent:  None.  Also present:  Village Manager Robert Bahan, Assistant to the 
Village Manager Megan Pierce, Village Attorney Peter M. Friedman, Community 
Development Director Mike D’Onofrio, Police Chief Patrick Kreis, Director of Water & 
Electric Brian Keys, and approximately 8 persons in the audience.   

2) Pledge of Allegiance.  President Greable led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3) Quorum. 

a) January 12, 2016 Study Session.  All of the Council members present indicated that they 
expect to attend.   

b) January 19, 2016 Regular Meeting.  All of the Council members present except Trustee 
Fessler indicated that they expect to attend.   

c) February 2, 2016 Regular Meeting.  All of the Council members present indicated that 
they expect to attend.   

4) Approval of the Agenda.  Trustee Myers, seconded by Trustee Fessler, moved to approve the 
Agenda.  By voice vote, the motion carried.   

5) Consent Agenda 

a) Village Council Minutes.   

i) December 8, 2015 Study Session.      

ii) December 15, 2015 Regular Meeting.   

b) Warrant List.  Approving the Warrant List dated December 11-30, 2015 in the amount of 
$1,883,089.89. 

c) Ordinance No. MC-7-2015:  Liquor Ordinance Amendments – Adoption.  An Ordinance 
amending Winnetka’s Liquor Code to waive waiting area requirements for smaller 
establishments, and amending hours of service for certain license classes. 

d) Bid #014-003; Utility Line Clearance (Tree Trimming).  An authorization for the Village 
Manager to execute a purchase order to Asplundh Tree Expert Co. in an amount not to 
exceed $150,000, based on the third year unit pricing in Bid #014-003. 

Trustee Fessler, seconded by Trustee Krucks, moved to approve the foregoing items on 
the Consent Agenda by omnibus vote.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  
Trustees Cripe, Fessler, Krucks, McCrary, Myers and Prodromos.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  
None. 
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6) Stormwater Report.  None. 

7) Ordinances and Resolutions. 

a) Ordinance No. M-1-2016:  470 Poplar Street, Variations for Attic Addition – Introduction 
/ Adoption.  Mr. D’Onofrio reviewed this application for zoning variations from 
maximum building size limitations and side yard setback provisions, for the purpose of 
constructing an attic addition.  He explained the applicant is raising the height of the roof, 
as the current configuration does not allow for eaves, which leads to water leakage when 
it rains.  He noted the Council has the option to waive introduction and immediately 
adopt the Ordinance, as long as the vote to waive introduction is unanimous. 

After a brief discussion, Trustee Cripe, seconded by Trustee Prodromos, moved to waive 
introduction of Ordinance No. M-1-2016.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  
Trustees Cripe, Fessler, Krucks, McCrary, Myers and Prodromos.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  
None. 

Trustee Cripe, seconded by Trustee Fessler, moved to adopt Ordinance No. M-1-2016.  
By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  Trustees Cripe, Fessler, Krucks, McCrary, 
Myers and Prodromos.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

b) Ordinance No. M-2-2016:  Authorizing the Disposition of Surplus Personal Property 
Owned by the Village of Winnetka – Introduction.  Mr. Keys explained this is an annual 
housekeeping Ordinance authorizing the Village Manager to approve the disposal of 
Village equipment that is past its useful life or obsolete, such as used transformers or 
scrap cable, and items recovered by the Police Department which were never claimed. 

Responding to Trustee Myers, Mr. Keys estimated that over the course of the year the 
equipment could sell for around $20,000, which is generally deposited into the Water & 
Electric Fund.  Chief Kreis said the value of items recovered by the Police Department is 
difficult to estimate, as they could be anything from an expensive piece of jewelry to an 
old bicycle.  He explained the Village uses an online auction house to sell the more 
valuable items, and donates the bicycles to the Community House. 

Mr. Keys confirmed that there are no vehicles being disposed of under the Subject 
Ordinance and a separate disposal Ordinance would be drafted if such a need arises. 

Trustee McCrary, seconded by Trustee Fessler, moved to introduce Ordinance No.  
M-2-2016.  By voice vote, the motion carried.   

c) Resolution No. R-1-2016:  Approving a Class A-1 Liquor License for Bad Dog House, 
LLC d/b/a Stacked & Folded – Adoption.  Chief Kreis reviewed this request for a liquor 
license for a new full-service restaurant at 551 Lincoln Avenue that is scheduled to open 
later this month. 

There being no questions or comments, Trustee Prodromos, seconded by Trustee Myers, 
moved to adopt Resolution No. R-1-2016.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  
Trustees Cripe, Fessler, Krucks, McCrary, Myers and Prodromos.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  
None. 
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8) Public Comment.   

Pat Balsamo, 1037 Cherry Street.  Mrs. Balsamo asked what consideration the Council is 
giving to the possibility of cyber attacks in the community, what sort of preparation is being 
done, and what security information and advice is being broadcast to the community. 

Manager Bahan explained the Village’s computer system and network has built-in security 
which is monitored by an IT staff person, as well as an outside consultant.  The Village’s 
utility databases are internal only networks to limit access.  He cautioned, however, that no 
system is completely foolproof. 

Chief Kreis added that the Police Department receives notifications at the Federal, State and 
County levels when specific concerns arise.  In addition, there is crime prevention 
information on the Police Department web pages, and alerts are occasionally sent to E-
Winnetka subscribers.  He noted that the Village counts on residents to stay informed, use 
protection devices on their home computers, and be cautious and sensible about sharing data. 

Trustee McCrary suggested that residents keep their operating systems up to date by always 
installing available updates, which fix vulnerabilities as they are discovered. 

9) Old Business. None. 

10) New Business.  None. 

11) Appointments.  None. 

12) Reports.   

a) Village President.  President Greable, on behalf of the Village, extended condolences to 
the families and friends of four young New Trier High School graduates who lost their 
lives over the New Year holiday weekend.  All in attendance at the meeting observed a 
moment of silence in honor of the young accident victims. 

b) Trustees.  None. 

i) Trustee  

ii) Trustee  

iii) Trustee  

c) Attorney.  None. 

d) Manager.  None. 

13) Executive Session.  None.   

14) Adjournment.  Trustee Prodromos, seconded by Trustee Fessler, moved to adjourn the 
meeting.  By voice vote, the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.  

 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 
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