
 
 

Winnetka Environmental and Forestry Commission 
Notice of Regular Meeting 

February 10, 2016 
 
 
 

The Winnetka Environmental and Forestry Commission will convene on Wednesday, February 10, 2016 in the 
Council Room at the Village Hall, 510 Green Bay, Winnetka, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m. 
   

 
 
 

Agenda   
     

 Call to Order  
 

(1) Introduction & Chair's Remarks        Presenter Dowding 

(2) Review and Summary of Minutes 

a) Adoption of Meeting Minutes (January 13, 2016)      Presenter Dowding 
 

(3)      New Business, Old Business/Updates        

 a)   Winnetka Refuse Data Presentation           Presenter Havlik 
 b)   PAYT Interview Discussion                 Commission Members 

b)   Refuse and Recycling Discussion       Presenter Dowding 
c)   Discussion of EFC Web Page, E-blast, and Seasonal Topics    Presenter Dowding 

 
(4) Committee/Staff Reports;          

a) Utility Bill – Comparative Form          Presenter Havlik 
b) SWANCC 2015 Special Materials Program Totals        Presenter Havlik 

 
(5)       Open Forum 
(6)       Public Comment 

(7) Adjournment 
 

           ____________________                                                                               
Posted Time and Date 

 
NOTICE 

 
All agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org (Government > Council Information > Agenda Packets & Minutes); the 
Reference Desk at the Winnetka Library; or in the Manager’s Office at Village Hall (2nd floor).   

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities who 
require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about the accessibility of 
the meeting or facilities, contact the Village ADA Coordinator – Megan Pierce, at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, 
847-716-3543; T.D.D. 847-501-6041. 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/


 

WINNETKA ENVIRONMENTAL AND FORESTRY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

January 13, 2016 
 
A record of a legally convened meeting of the Environmental and Forestry Commission of the 
Village of Winnetka, which was held in the Village Hall Council Chambers, 510 Green Bay Rd., 
Winnetka, Illinois, Wednesday, January 13, 2016, at 7:00 pm. 
 
Call to Order: Chairperson Dowding called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.; voting Members 
present: Chairperson Chuck Dowding, Rosann Park-Jones, Caryn Rosen Adelman, Chris Foley, 
David Varca and Mike Nielsen. Voting Members absent: Jim Wilson. A quorum of presently 
appointed members was present. Ex-officio Members present: None. Village Council 
Representative: Scott Myers. Student Representative absent: A.J. Formolo. Also present Public 
Works Analyst Matt Havlik. No members of the public were present. 
 
(1) Introduction & Chair’s remarks: Chairperson Dowding welcomed all Commission members. 
 
(2) Review and Summary of Minutes: Adoption of the December 10, 2015 Minutes. Chairperson 
Dowding asked for approval of the December 10, 2015 minutes. Commissioner Rosann Park-
Jones moved to approve the minutes and Commissioner David Varca seconded. By voice vote, 
the motion carried.  
 
(3) New Business, Old Business/Updates: 
 

a) Winnetka Refuse Data Presentation: Chairperson Dowding asked Matt Havlik to share 
data that staff gathered pertaining to refuse and recycling with the Commission. Mr. 
Havlik started by presenting trends in tonnage totals from refuse and recycling pick-ups 
for both residential and commercial sites. In general, residential refuse tonnage over the 
past 5 years has decreased at a steady rate. The Commission discussed this could be due 
to newspaper and magazine subscriptions now being electronic, drop in consumer 
activity, and increases in technology in the manufacturing process requiring less materials 
for products. Mr. Havlik also presented data showing tonnage totals for residential 
recycling, commercial refuse and commercial recycling. Additional data showed an 
increase in overall recycled material over the past 5 years. In 2010, the Village was 
recycling 31% of its total collected material and in 2014 that number increased to 36%. 
 
Mr. Havlik then presented data regarding overall collections per week and the types of 
services the Village’s refuse employees provide on a normal basis. In total, the Village 
provides refuse collection services and yard waste services to 3,833 homes per week. The 
Village provides collection services on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday each 
week. On each of these days, there are 3 crews of 2 employees (6 employees total) who 
utilize 3 Village-owned trucks. Village collection employees provide collection services 
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for residential refuse, commercial refuse, commercial recycling, yard waste and twice-a-
week refuse pick-ups for residential addresses. The Commission continued discussion on 
total volume that the Village collects on a weekly basis.  
 

b) Refuse and Recycling Discussion: Trustee Myers reviewed the outline of waste 
management options with the Commission which provided objectives of the study as well 
as a timeline for completion. Village staff has gathered the majority of data related to 
volume of collections and will provide the Commission with financial data by the next 
regularly scheduled meeting in February. Other objectives from the outline include 
gathering data from the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC). This 
data would include volume and cost data relating to similar communities as a comparison 
that offer collection services similar to Winnetka. The Commission discussed other 
objectives it will need to consider including options for solid waste management, 
payment options, service levels and billing options. This includes pick-up locations, Pay-
As-You-Throw vs. take all, and pros and cons of each option. Trustee Myers ended by 
stating to the Commission that the overall goals of the Commission are to evaluate what 
we are doing in terms of collection services and service levels, what other communities 
are doing, and how much it is costing us.  
 

c) Discussion of Potential Special Meetings: Chairperson Dowding brought to the 
Commission’s attention the potential need for a special meeting after the regularly 
scheduled February meeting. The Commission discussed that a special meeting on 
February 24th would be beneficial. The group agree that moving forward, draft data will 
be discussed at the regularly scheduled February 10th meeting and a draft report to 
Village Council we be discussed at the special February 24th meeting. Finally, at the 
regularly scheduled March 9th meeting, the Commission will vote on presenting the final 
report and recommendations to Village Council. 
 

d) Discussion of EFC Web Page, E-blast, and Seasonal Topics: Chairperson Dowding 
presented the Commission with a few ideas for enhancement of the Environmental and 
Forestry Commission webpage. This would include the addition of “green tips” to 
provide residents with educational material to enhance sustainability efforts. Chairperson 
Dowding also presented a list of examples to include on the webpage as well as a list of 
proposed green tips/topics for the Winnetka email blast. Chairperson Dowding motioned 
to approve the procedure for inclusion of topics in the Winnetka email blast, publishing 
articles on the EFC webpage, and providing staff with a list of green tips/topics at once. 
The motion was moved by Commissioner Caryn Rosen Adelman and seconded by 
Commissioner Mike Nielson. By voice vote, the motion carried. 

 
(4) Committee/Staff Reports:  



 

 
       a)   Utility Bill – Comparative Form: Matt Havlik informed the Commission that the utility 
 bill-comparative form has been loaded on the new bill with the two bar graphs in the test 
 server. Once it is tested and determined satisfactory, it will go live.  
 
(5) Open Forum: None. 
 
(6) Public Comment: None. 

(7) Adjournment: There being no further business, Chairperson Dowding asked for a motion to 
adjourn which was moved by Commissioner Caryn Rosen Adelman and seconded by 
Commissioner Chris Foley. Having the motion passed, the meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 
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Public Works Department 
1390 Willow Road, Winnetka IL   60093 

 
To:  Environmental and Forestry Commission 
 
From:  Matt Havlik 
 
Date:  February 1, 2016 
 
Subject: SWANCC 2015 Special Materials Program Totals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of the Village’s recycling programs are implemented in coordination with the Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC).  As 2015 has come to an end, SWANCC 
recently provided the Village with the materials collection totals through their partnerships. 
SWANCC reported the following year-end collection totals at their Winnetka locations:  
 

Item Amount Collected 
Electronics 76,550 pounds 
Medications 421 pounds 

Sharps 270 pounds 
CLF Bulbs 2,490 bulbs 
Documents 15,600 pounds 

Holiday Lights 3,980 pounds 
 
 

Through these various programs SWANCC has been an invaluable partner is helping the Village 
achieve its environmental objectives. 
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