
MINUTES 
WINNETKA VILLAGE COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING 
April 5, 2016 

(Approved:  April 19, 2016) 

A record of a legally convened regular meeting of the Council of the Village of Winnetka, which 
was held in the Village Hall Council Chambers on Tuesday, April 5, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. 

1) Call to Order.  President Greable called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present:  Trustees 
Andrew Cripe, Carol Fessler, William Krucks, Stuart McCrary, Scott Myers and Marilyn 
Prodromos.  Absent:  None.  Also present:  Village Manager Robert Bahan, Assistant to the 
Village Manager Megan Pierce, Village Attorney Peter M. Friedman, Community 
Development Director Mike D’Onofrio, Assistant Community Development Director Brian 
Norkus, Fire Chief Alan Berkowsky, Deputy Fire Chief John Ripka, and approximately 81 
persons in the audience.   

2) Pledge of Allegiance.  President Greable led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3) Quorum. 

a) April 12, 2016 Study Session.  Manager Bahan explained this meeting has been 
cancelled.  A Strand Vision Phase Workshop will be held instead at Washburne Middle 
School Theater on April 12.   

b) April 19, 2016 Regular Meeting.  All of the Council members present indicated that they 
expect to attend.   

c) May 3, 2016 Regular Meeting.  All of the Council members present indicated that they 
expect to attend.   

4) Approval of the Agenda.  Trustee Fessler, seconded by Trustee Krucks, moved to approve 
the Agenda.  By voice vote, the motion carried.   

5) Consent Agenda 

a) Village Council Minutes.   

i) March 8, 2016 Study Session.      

ii) March 17, 2016 Rescheduled Regular Meeting.   

b) Warrant List.  Approving the Warrant List dated March 11-31, 2016 in the amount of 
$1,158,885.25. 

c) Resolution No.R-16-2016: 2016 Street Rehabilitation and Public Improvement Project 
(Adoption).  Approval of a contract with A Lamp Concrete, Inc. for the 2016 Street 
Rehabilitation and Public Improvement Program. 

d) Resolution No. R-17-2016: Public Works Building B Structural Floor Replacement 
Project (Adoption).  Approval of a contract with MAG Construction Company to repair 
the floor of Public Works Building B at a price not to exceed $498,201. 
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e) Resolution No. R-18-2016: Authorization to Use Motor Fuel Tax Funds (Adoption).  
Authorization to use $34,000 in Motor Fuel Tax funds for Phase I engineering for the 
Oak and Cherry Street bridge improvements. 

f) Resolution No. R-19-2016: Approving an Agreement with Clark Dietz, Inc. for Design of 
a Fire Protection System (Adoption).  Approval of an agreement with Clark Dietz Inc. to 
design a fire protection system. 

g) Resolution No. R-20-2016: Approving a Contract with Aramark Uniform Services  
for Uniform Rental and Laundering Services (Adoption).  Approval of a contract for 
uniform rental and laundering services. 

h) Resolution No. R-21-2016: Local Agency Federal Participation Agreement (Adoption).  
An authorization to approve an agreement outlining cost sharing provisions for Phase I 
Engineering for the Oak and Cherry Street Bridge rehabilitation. 

i) Annual Outdoor Seating Permits.  Approval of the 2016 Outdoor Permit applications. 

Trustee Myers, seconded by Trustee Fessler, moved to approve the foregoing items on 
the Consent Agenda by omnibus vote.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  
Trustees Cripe, Fessler, Krucks, McCrary, Myers and Prodromos.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  
None. 

6) Stormwater.  No report. 

7) Ordinances and Resolutions. 

a) Ordinance No. MC-2-2016: Fire Sprinkler Requirements Amendments (Adoption).  
Chief Berkowsky reviewed the proposed amendments to the Fire Sprinkler regulations, 
which were discussed and approved by the Council on February 16.  He said the Village 
plans to communicate with the business community about the changes and to promote the 
new procedures. 

After the Council asked a few questions and Chief Berkowsky noted that he had not 
received any feedback about the subject Ordinance, President Greable asked for public 
comment. 

Richard Kates, 1326 Tower Road.  Mr. Kates said he was concerned that no building 
owners are in attendance at the meeting.  He suggested the Council delay adopting 
subject Ordinance until notices have been sent to every building owner and their tenants 
to gather their comments. 

Glen Weaver, 574 Lincoln.  Mr. Weaver said the Village Sprinkler Ordinance must be 
repealed to promote economic growth in Winnetka. 

Trustee Cripe suggested adopting all the proposed changes, with the exception of Section 
15.16.050(B), where language referring to increased fire hazards determined by the Fire 
Chief is being deleted, until more comment could be gathered. 

The rest of the Council agreed that since there is no method to determine what an 
increase of fire hazard would be, and the public has had ample opportunity to provide 
feedback, that the draft Ordinance should be adopted as presented. 
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Trustee McCrary, seconded by Trustee Krucks, moved to adopt Ordinance No.  
MC-2-2016.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  Trustees Cripe, Fessler, 
Krucks, McCrary, and Myers.  Nays:  Trustee Prodromos.  Absent:  None. 

b) Ordinance No. M-6-2016:  150 and 191 Linden Street, Saints Faith, Hope and  
Charity, Special Use Permit and Variations (Introduction/Adoption).  Mr. D’Onofrio 
reviewed this request for a special use permit and zoning variations for gross floor area 
and roofed lot coverage.  He explained that Sts. Faith, Hope & Charity Church is 
planning to construct a new Parish Center east of the main church, along with circulation 
and parking improvements.  For the west side of Linden Street, a synthetic turf athletic 
field, a playground and more parking improvements are proposed. 

Mr. D’Onofrio said the Zoning Board of Appeals considered the request at its January 
meeting, and unanimously voted to recommend approval of the application.  The Plan 
Commission (PC) and Design Review Board (DRB) considered the application at their 
respective January meetings, and suggested changes.  Revised plans were submitted in 
February which addressed the concerns of the PC and DRB, and both of these boards 
voted to recommend approval.   

Mr. D’Onofrio reviewed the floor plans and the conditions included in the approval 
Ordinance, after which the Council discussed the request.  There was a conversation with 
the project architect, Jon Talty, and the parking consultant, Javier Milan, about safety 
issues on Linden Street once the diagonal parking is in place.  Mr. Milan noted that raised 
crosswalks or hatch-painted crosswalks could be implemented to increase the crosswalk 
visibility for motorists.  Mr. Talty said the school children will be accompanied by their 
teachers when crossing to and from the school. 

Next, President Greable asked for public comment. 

David Humphrey, 434 Willow Road.  Mr. Humphrey asked if concerns about the first 
diagonal space cutting across the crosswalk had been addressed.  Catherine Talty, the 
landscape architect, explained extra space in the landscape island was added to put more 
room between parked cars and school children at the crosswalk.   

Panny Lanphier, 250 Birch Street.  Ms. Lanphier expressed apprehension about the 
diagonal parking on both sides of the street, as Linden Street is used as a throughway to 
downtown.  She suggested limiting parking to the east side on weekdays.   

Trustee Krucks requested special safety considerations be implemented for the 
schoolchildren at the crosswalks.  Mr. Talty reiterated that the schoolchildren will be 
escorted across the street by their teachers as part of the overall safety plan for the 
improvement project. 

The Council was generally in agreement to leave safety plans up to the school, and all 
were in favor of waiving introduction. 

Trustee Cripe, seconded by Trustee Fessler, moved to waive introduction of Ordinance 
No. M-6-2016.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  Trustees Cripe, Fessler, 
Krucks, McCrary, Myers and Prodromos.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 
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Trustee Prodromos, seconded by Trustee Fessler, moved to adopt Ordinance No. M-6-
2016.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  Trustees Cripe, Fessler, Krucks, 
McCrary, Myers and Prodromos.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

8) Public Comment.   

Richard Kates, 1326 Tower Road.  Mr. Kates stated that during his four years as Village 
Trustee the Village’s monthly financial statements were not disseminated on a timely basis.  
He said the statements are a requirement under Village Code and alleged they are still not 
being issued on a monthly basis. 

Manager Bahan explained that the implementation of the Village’s new financial software 
did initially delay the timing of the financial statements, but the Council has been receiving 
them regularly for approximately the past year. 

Phil Hoza, 605 Cherry Street.  Mr. Hoza said he was astounded to see the size of the agenda 
packet for this meeting, over 700 pages, and expressed appreciation for the diligence of the 
Council. 

9) Old Business. None. 

10) New Business. 

a) One Winnetka Planned Development.  Mr. D’Onofrio explained that a Planned 
Development (PD) is a parcel over 10,000 square feet that is governed by a special set of 
regulations that allow greater flexibility in applying the Zoning Ordinance to promote 
creative land use and conformity with the Comprehensive Plan.  The PD Ordinance calls 
for an extended review process with three Village advisory bodies: the Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA), Plan Commission (PC) and Design Review Board (DRB).   

Mr. D’Onofrio reviewed the 1.61 acre One Winnetka site, which includes:   

• 511 Lincoln Ave. (formerly Fell clothing store); 
• 513-515 Lincoln Ave. (formerly Marian Michael clothing store); 
• 740 Elm St. (Phototronics ); 
• 718-732 Elm St. (multi-tenant building); 
• 714-716 Elm St. (formerly Baird & Warner Real Estate). 

Mr. D’Onofrio said Conney’s Pharmacy at 736 Elm Street was not a part of the 
development site when the advisory boards were considering the application.  However, 
the developer is in negotiations with Conney’s and is asking the Council to consider a 
plan that may include the parcel at 736 Elm Street. 

Mr. D’Onofrio explained that the development plans were revised on several occasions 
during the approval process with the advisory boards.  Amendments were made to 
building height, number of residential units, commercial square footage, parking and 
design features.  He briefly described each advisory board process, noting that the PC 
recommended approval of the application subject to conditions; the ZBA recommended 
denial of the project; and the DRB voted that the project is in compliance with the 
Village’s Design Guidelines. 



Winnetka Village Council Regular Meeting April 5, 2016 
 

5 

Next, Jeff Beck, attorney for the developer, Stonestreet Partners, LLC, asserted  that the 
One Winnetka project will benefit Winnetka and he introduced David Trandell, the 
developer.   

Mr. Trandel noted that his project has been modified significantly to make it better, as his 
intent is to beautify the Village and provide amenities, not to create division.  He 
reviewed the qualifications of his team, architect Lucien LaGrange, landscape architects 
Daniel Ewinbach & Partners, as well as technical, traffic, planning/zoning, market and 
tax consultants. 

Mr. Trandel described the project:  71 luxury residential units, over 41,000 square feet of 
commercial space; 432 parking spaces for residents, commuters, retail customers and 
employees; and a public plaza for civic events and festivals.  He explained that there are 
three buildings in the proposal, with parking sufficient to support the proposed retail.  He 
reviewed the projected public benefits of the project:  investment in downtown Winnetka; 
public improvements; increases in tax revenue/fees; replacement of obsolete commercial 
space; and satisfy demand for simplified living for retirees.  He said a driving force in the 
design of the building was the lack of suitable living space to keep Winnetka’s aging 
population in the Village. 

George Kissel, Project Planner.  Mr. Kissel gave a brief history of Winnetka, describing 
the Bennet Plan and explaining how One Winnetka will fit in with that plan.  He 
reviewed vacancy rates and posited that they are largely driven by the outmoded nature of 
the business districts.  Lastly, he described the revisions made to the proposed 
development during the advisory board review process. 

Geoffrey Bird, Project Architect.  Mr. Bird reviewed the context of the project in 
conjunction with the Elm Street Business District and described the three buildings in 
greater detail.  He noted that the project is designed to be enjoyed at a pedestrian scale. 

Mr. Kissel reviewed the proposed reconfiguration of Lincoln Avenue, which would 
include underground parking and a plaza.  He expounded on the public benefits, 
including infrastructure improvements to parking, stormwater management, water mains, 
and reduced curb cuts.  Finally, he reviewed the requested zoning variations for height, 
rear yard setback and upper level setback. 

Mr. Trandel concluded that the review process has afforded an opportunity for 
constructive dialog and he wants to work with the Village to produce a result everyone 
will be proud of. He noted that this is a rare opportunity for the largest site ever re-
developed in Winnetka. 

President Greable called for audience questions.   

David Humphrey, 434 Willow Road.  Mr. Humphrey asked how the inclusion of 
Conney’s would affect the plan and the public encroachment.  Mr. Trandell said 
including Conney’s doesn’t impact the encroachment on Lincoln Avenue, which is being 
done to “square up” the plaza.   

Frank Petrek, 711 Oak Street.  Mr. Petrek had three questions:  (1) will a majority of 
Trustees need to vote for approval in light of the objections; (2) how will parking on the 
east side of Lincoln impact the entrance to 711 Oak Street; and (3) why was the garbage 
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collection changed to the south end of the development, right next door to 711 Oak 
Street? 

Attorney Friedman said he is confirming the objectors with a title company, but it looks 
like they’re over 20% of owners within 250 feet, which will mandate approval of four 
Trustees, with the Village President’s vote not counting. 

Mr. Trandel explained that the garbage will not be out in the open, and that the site was 
reconfigured to remove approximately 4,000 feet of retail, which improves the ability to 
manage the traffic flow from Lincoln Avenue.  Mr. Kissel noted that everything is at the 
preliminary stage, and nothing has been engineered yet. 

Patrick O’Neil, owner of Little Ricky’s.  Mr. O’Neil said he thinks the One Winnetka 
proposal is fabulous and the Village needs it. 

Marc Hecht, Spruce Street.  Mr. Hecht asked if the Village has received the market report 
from its real estate advisor CBRE and if the next meeting would be held if it hasn’t.  
Manager Bahan said the report is expected to be ready in the next 15-30 days, and the 
next Council meeting is set for April 19. 

Rob Newman, 610 Sheridan Road.  Mr. Newman asked what is being done to prevent the 
site from standing vacant another 5 or 6 years if One Winnetka is not approved.  Manager 
Bahan explained that the property is not owned by the Village, and is in the hands of the 
private sector. 

Debbie Guillod, 1301 Forest Glen.  Ms. Guillod asked why the Village President is being 
eliminated from the voting process, and why the community would potentially suffer 
based on the objections of a handful of people.  Attorney Friedman noted that the rule is 
in the Village Code, and many municipalities have protest provisions to trigger a 
supermajority vote.   

Richard Sobol.  Mr. Sobol asked if it is appropriate to consider the One Winnetka 
application before the Downtown Master Plan process is complete.  Manager Bahan 
responded that now is the right time to consider the application, and that the Village has 
four other potential re-development sites that will also benefit from a Downtown Plan. 

Eleanor Prince, Kenilworth.  Ms. Prince asked what Winnetka is doing to brand itself and 
bring in new businesses.  Manager Bahan said branding won’t be pursued until the 
Downtown Master Plan is finalized.  He added that several new businesses have come to 
Winnetka in the past year, and the Economic Development Program is examining 
recruitment strategies. 

President Greable announced that due to the lateness of the hour, the discussion would 
come to a close for the evening, and public comment and questions will be continued at 
the next Council meeting. 

11) Appointments.   

a) Trustee Krucks, seconded by Trustee Cripe, moved to appoint Mary Hickey as the 
Zoning Board of Appeals representative to the Plan Commission, to replace Chris Blum, 
effective immediately.  By voice vote, the motion carried. 
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12) Reports.   

a) Village President.  President Greable invited the community to the upcoming Strand 
Workshop at Washburne School next Tuesday. 

b) Trustees.   

i) Trustee Krucks congratulated the Fire Department on its excellent annual report. 

c) Attorney.  None. 

d) Manager.  None. 

13) Closed Session.  None.   

14) Adjournment.  Trustee Fessler, seconded by Trustee Prodromos, moved to adjourn the 
meeting.  By voice vote, the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10:42 p.m.  

 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 
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