
MINUTES 
WINNETKA VILLAGE COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

July 27, 2016 

(Approved:  August 16, 2016) 

A record of a legally convened special meeting of the Council of the Village of Winnetka, which 
was held in the Village Hall Council Chambers on Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

1) Call to Order.  President Greable called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  Present:  Trustees 
Andrew Cripe, William Krucks, Scott Myers, Christopher Rintz and Kristin Ziv.  Absent:  
Trustee Penny Lanphier.  Also in attendance:  Village Manager Robert Bahan, Community 
Development Director Mike D’Onofrio, and approximately 75 persons in the audience.   

President Greable announced that any members of the audience who wished to comment 
about flooding during the previous weekend’s storms would be welcome to speak at the 
conclusion of the One Winnetka Preliminary Planned Development discussion.  He added 
that the Council’s August 2nd meeting would be devoted to stormwater issues, so the Council 
can give the issue the time and attention it deserves. 

2) One Winnetka Preliminary Planned Development (continued).  President Greable explained 
that Mr. D’Onofrio would briefly review the revisions to the One Winnetka preliminary 
application, followed by a presentation of the revised plan from the developer, and comments 
from CBRE, the Council’s real estate consultant.  

Mr. D’Onofrio summarized the revised One Winnetka Project, which includes: 

• Reductions in height, density, retail area and size of the parking structure; 
• Elimination of the proposed Lincoln Avenue plaza;  
• Elimination of Village financial contributions; 
• Addition of streetscape improvements to the north side of Elm Street; 
• A request for zoning exceptions from building height, upper story setback and rear 

yard setback zoning requirements. 

The developer, David Trandel, presented the plan revisions in greater detail, explaining that 
the changes were made in response to comments from the community, Plan Commission and 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Lucien Lagrange of Lucien Lagrange Associates, the project architect, reviewed 
improvements for each component of the proposal, which is actually three separate buildings 
fronting on Elm Street and Lincoln Avenue.   

George Kisiel of Okrent Kisiel Associates, the project zoning consultant, reviewed the 
proposed development site, floor plans, parking facilities and streetscape improvements. 

Mr. Trandel thanked the Council, Zoning Board of Appeals, Plan Commission and Design 
Review Board for consideration of the preliminary application and for a remarkable process, 
and requested preliminary approval of the project. 

Mike Tobin, and Marty Stern from CBRE, the Council’s real estate advisors, confirmed the 
proposal in its current form will provide substantial benefits to Winnetka, and eliminates the 
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Village’s financial risk.  They both deemed the project worth of approval if the community is 
in favor of going forward. 

President Greable called for questions from the Council. 

The Trustees asked questions about traffic circulation, the need for a zoning exception for 
building height and the financial viability of the project.  Trustee Ziv expressed her support 
for the revised application. 

Next, President Greable called for questions from the audience. 

Eleanor Prince, Kenilworth.  Ms. Prince questioned the setback for the west elevation. 

Frank Petrek, 711 Oak Street.  Mr. Petrek asked: (i) if the refuse collection site and time can 
be modified? (ii) is it possible to eliminate the necessity of delivery trucks backing up? (iii) 
what size trucks will be permitted at the loading dock? (iv) can the refuse collection be 
scheduled for 8:00 AM or later? (v) where will the HVAC and exhaust units will be located 
and can they be soundproofed? and (vi) what is the correct value of the parking spaces on 
Lincoln Avenue? 

Jeffrey Liss, 1354 Edgewood.  Mr. Liss asked if an easement on Lincoln Avenue could be 
created instead of deeding a portion of the road to the Developer. 

Derek Glass, 611 Lincoln.  Mr. Glass asked about the process that led to amending the 
Village’s height requirements in commercial districts last spring, how long Stonestreet 
Partners has owned the One Winnetka property, and if the Village has considered how the 
density of the development will contribute to traffic and congestion in the area. 

Richard Laible, 978 Elm Street.  Mr. Laible asked how soon after approval the project could 
start, and what the backup plan is for not approving the development. 

Marc Hecht, Spruce Street.  Mr. Hecht asked questions about the public benefits of the 
proposal, and whether the Developer has a contract with Conney’s Pharmacy to include that 
building in the One Winnetka development. 

Rob Neumann, 610 Sheridan Road.  Mr. Neumann asked what Stonestreet’s monthly 
carrying costs are and how long ago the preliminary application was filed. 

Tom Kehoe, Winnetka.  Mr. Kehoe asked what message would be sent to other developers if 
the project is not approved. 

There being no further questions from the audience, President Greable called for public 
comments. 

Steve Miller, Bob Humphrey, Richard Sobol, Peter Gelderman and Derek Glass called for 
the Council to deny the preliminary application. 

Kaveh Mirani, Terry Dason, Phil Hoza, Eric Jonke, Sherry Molitor, Jeffrey Liss, Tom Kehoe, 
Gil Fitzgerald, Don Faloon, Rob Newman, Bob Horne and Madeline Mirani asked the 
Council to approve the preliminary application. 

Frank Petrek, 711 Oak Street.  Mr. Petrek asked the Council to protect the community at 711 
Oak Street. 
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Bradley Smith, Evanston.  Mr. Smith reviewed a tally of community comments from the 
advisory board process of the preliminary application review. 

Marc Hecht, Spruce Street.  Mr. Hecht said he hoped the Council would make the 
developer’s financial statements available to the public for their comments. 

President Greable asked the Council if they have further direction for Stonestreet Partners. 

The Trustees were generally in favor of voting on the preliminary application as soon as 
possible.  It was pointed out that the next Regular Council meeting on the day after Labor 
Day might not a be convenient date for the community to participate in the discussion.   

Trustee Krucks requested a graphic of the development’s western elevation along Lincoln 
Avenue, including the ramp of the parking garage and dimensions of sidewalks, roadways, 
and ingress and egress points. 

Trustee Myers said he would like to see an updated traffic study of the revised project, 
including commuter times for the morning and evening rush hours. 

Attorney Friedman explained that the first Council vote would be to either deny the 
application or to direct Village staff to prepare on Ordinance granting preliminary approval.  
That Ordinance would be brought to the Council for a vote at a subsequent meeting. 

3) Public Comment:  

Phil Hoza, Cherry Street.  Mr. Hoza announced that David James, the first African American 
to live in Winnetka, and a Tuskegee Airman, had passed away the previous Friday. 

4) Adjournment.  Trustee Cripe, seconded by Trustee Ziv, moved to adjourn the meeting.  By 
voice vote, the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10:14 p.m.  

 
 
 

____________________________ 
Deputy Clerk 


