
MINUTES 
WINNETKA VILLAGE COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING 
August 2, 2016 

(Approved:  August 16, 2016) 

A record of a legally convened regular meeting of the Council of the Village of Winnetka, which 
was held in the Village Hall Council Chambers on Tuesday, August 2, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. 

1) Call to Order.  President Greable called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present:  Trustees 
Andrew Cripe, William Krucks, Penfield Lanphier, Scott Myers, Christopher Rintz and 
Kristin Ziv.  Absent:  None.  Also present:  Village Manager Robert Bahan, Village Attorney 
Benjamin Schuster, Public Works Director Steve Saunders, and approximately 40 persons in 
the audience.   

2) Pledge of Allegiance.  President Greable led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3) Quorum. 

a) August 9, 2016 Study Session - Cancelled.    

b) August 16, 2016 Regular Meeting.  All of the Council members present except Trustees 
Myers and Lanphier indicated that they expect to attend.   

c) September 6, 2016 Regular Meeting.  All of the Council members present indicated that 
they expect to attend.   

4) Approval of the Agenda.  Trustee Myers, seconded by Trustee Lanphier, moved to approve 
the Agenda.  By voice vote, the motion carried.   

5) Consent Agenda 

a) Village Council Minutes.   

i) July 12, 2016 Study Session 

ii) July 19, 2016 Regular Meeting    

b) Warrant List.  Approval of the Warrant List dated July 15-28, 2016 in the amount of 
$646,257.93. 

c) Resolution: No. R-41-2016: Public Works Underground Storage Tank Removal  
and Replacement Project (Adoption).  A Resolution approving a contract to Crown 
Industries, Inc. for the removal and replacement of the existing underground storage tank 
for an amount not to exceed $243,790. 

d) Purchase of Police Vehicle.  Approval of the purchase of a 2017 Ford Expedition for 
$32,978.00. 

Trustee Myers, seconded by Trustee Ziv, moved to approve the foregoing items on the 
Consent Agenda by omnibus vote.  By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  Trustees 
Cripe, Krucks, Lanphier, Myers, Rintz and Ziv.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 
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6) Stormwater Report:  July 2016 Flood Event.  Mr. Saunders gave a thorough presentation of 
the facts surrounding the severe rains of July 23, and he described the Village’s response 
during and after the flooding that followed. 

After the presentation, the Council thanked Village staff for assisting the community over the 
storm weekend.  They asked questions about why there were so many sanitary sewer 
backups, potential strategies to limit overland flooding, and the possibility of auxiliary pumps 
draining to Duke Childs Field in emergencies. 

Several Trustees were in favor of surveying the community in order to gather information on 
the types of flooding experienced (sanitary backup, seepage, or stormwater intrusion) and 
whether homeowner-installed protection measures had helped. 

Mr. Saunders noted there was a high incidence of sanitary sewer backups, and he explained 
that a regional inflow/infiltration study by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District is 
expected to clarify whether their system is causing local problems. 

President Greable called for audience comment. 

Marilyn Barter, Apple Tree Lane.  Ms. Barter asked if there are systems that can be 
implemented on private property to help reduce the load on the Village’s storm sewer 
system.   

Ron White, 434 Berkeley Avenue.  Mr. White described the storm seepage at his home and 
made suggestions for improvement, such as cleaning out the Skokie ditch. 

Lu Xu, 548 Provident Avenue.  Mr. Xu called for the Council to provide flood relief quickly. 

Seth Reatherford, 1172 Ash Street.  Mr. Reatherford described his flooding experience and 
called for fast relief. 

Christina Codo, 1149 Ash Street.  Ms. Codo asked if there is an interim solution and 
expressed concern about life safety in the event of more flooding. 

Pat Balsamo Cherry Street.  Ms. Balsamo asked if Winnetka’s building code could be used to 
encourage more watertight construction. 

Bruce McKeever, 1321 Hackberry.  Mr. McKeever said installation of backflow preventers 
are necessary to prevent sewer backups. 

Paul Konstant, 653 Sheridan Road.  Mr. Konstant described a sewer backup in a home he 
designed near Lloyd Park and asked if the stormwater improvements at Lloyd Beach could 
have caused it. 

Calvin Chung, 973 Willow Road.  Mr. Chung called for a fast solution to the flooding 
problems and asked about the obstacles to implementing the Strand plan. 

Dean Nelson, 1191 Elm Street.  Mr. Nelson described his flooding experience, and said the 
flooding problem is in urgent need of fixing. 

Dawn Blume, 1228 Cherry Street.  Ms. Blume described her sanitary sewer backup and 
asked the Council to reinstate the Backflow Prevention program, which provides cost-sharing 
to homeowners who install backflow devices. 

Chuck O’Brien, 1205 Elm Street.  Mr. O’Brien described his flooding experience and listed 
all the flood control measures he has undertaken on his property. 
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Richard Kates, 1326 Tower Road.  Mr. Kates recommended tempering a sense of urgency 
with a sense of building upon previous platforms, and he called for another survey to add to 
existing data.  He said he was against the Backflow Prevention Program; urged education 
about Crow Island; and advised testing of private sewer laterals to see if they are contributing 
to sanitary sewer backups. 

John Hirschey, 420 Sunset Road.  Mr. Hirschey described his flooding experience and 
posited that the sanitary sewer backups cannot be caused by infiltration, since it percolates 
slowly and takes hours to have an effect.  He noted that inflow has the more immediate and 
forceful effects that people with sanitary sewer backups have experienced. 

Cass Baker, 132 DeWindt.  Mr. Baker described some flooding along the DeWindt Road 
Assocation, and asked for a fast solution to the flooding. 

Ted Wynnychenko, Oak Street.  Mr. Wynnychenko said the Backflow Prevention Program 
provides a public health benefit, criticized Village inaction on zoning amendments to 
decrease impervious area, and suggested changing focus to smaller fixes while a larger 
solution is worked through. 

President Greable called for Council discussion. 

Several Trustees were interested in adding data to the 2011 flood damage survey.  The 
Council was unanimous in supporting the reinstatement of the Backflow Prevention Program, 
and there was general agreement to explore creation of an ad hoc Stormwater Committee.  
The Council expressed sympathy and support for those residents who experienced flooding 
and sanitary sewer backups and agreed to investigate the option of setting up emergency 
pumping capability for the “tree streets.”  

Trustee Krucks, seconded by Trustee Cripe, moved to reinstate the Village’s Backflow 
Prevention Program and to allocate an initial $50,000 in funding for the program.  By roll 
call vote, the motion passed.  Ayes:  Trustees Cripe, Krucks, Lanphier, Myers, Rintz and Ziv.  
Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

Manager Bahan and Mr. Saunders noted that some of the mitigation zones that are not readily 
helped by a large project could be examined and fast-tracked for engineering in the 2017 
Fiscal Year. 

7) Ordinances and Resolutions. 

a) Resolution No. R-42-2016: A Resolution Waiving Permit Fees for Storm Repairs 
(Adoption).  Mr. Saunders explained that the Village has historically waived building 
permit fees for flood repairs.  Responding to a question about expanding the program to 
include flood protection projects, he said a supplemental Ordinance could be brought 
back after he confers with Community Development Director Mike D’Onofrio. 

Trustee Myers, seconded by Trustee Cripe, moved to adopt Resolution No. R-42-2016.  
By roll call vote, the motion carried.  Ayes:  Trustees Cripe, Krucks, Lanphier, Myers, 
Rintz and Ziv.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 
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8) Public Comment.   

Richard Kates 1326 Tower.  Mr. Kates asked why a proposed new business, Graeters Ice 
Cream, in Hubbard Woods is taking so long to open.  Mr. Bahan explained that the company 
is doing a large expansion and has not made Winnetka a priority location. 

Linda Kramer, Willow Road.  Ms. Kramer presented the Council a petition about the 
problem of truck traffic on Willow Road, which she said disrupts life for residents.  The 
petition asks for the Village to ensure less construction traffic and a lowered speed limit on 
Willow Road.   

Karen Kennedy, Willow Road.  Ms. Kennedy said the New Trier High School expansion and 
renovation is the biggest construction project Winnetka will have in decades and the trucks 
are wreaking havoc.  Manager Bahan said the project is not locally permitted, but the Village 
will be happy to encourage the school district to disperse the truck traffic.  Mr. Saunders said 
the Illinois Department of Transportation could be requested to lower the speed limit to 25 
MPH. 

9) Old Business.  None. 

10) New Business.  None. 

11) Appointments.  None. 

12) Reports.   

a) Village President.  None. 

b) Trustees.  None. 

c) Attorney.  None. 

d) Manager.  None. 

13) Closed Session.  Trustee Cripe moved to adjourn into Closed Session to discuss Personnel 
Matters, pursuant to Section 2c(1) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.  Trustee Ziv seconded 
the motion.  By roll call vote, the motion carried. Ayes:  Trustees Cripe, Krucks, Lanphier, 
Myers, Rintz and Ziv.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  

President Greable announced that the Council would not return to the open meeting after 
Executive Session.  The Council adjourned into Executive Session at 10:33 p.m.   

14) Adjournment.  Trustee Lanphier, seconded by Trustee Myers, moved to adjourn the meeting.  
By voice vote, the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 11:10 p.m.  

 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 
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