
 

NOTICE 

 

All agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org (Government > Boards & Commissions > Agenda 

Packets).   

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons 

with disabilities who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this 

meeting or have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities, contact the Village ADA 

Coordinator – Megan Pierce, at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, 847-716-3543; T.D.D. 847-

501-6041. 

Winnetka Design Review Board /Sign Board of Appeals 

Regular Meeting   

 

September 15, 2016- 7:00 pm  

 

The Winnetka Design Review Board will hold a regular meeting on Thursday, September 15, 

2016 in the Village Council Chambers of Winnetka Village Hall, 510 Green Bay Road, 

Winnetka, Illinois, at 7:00 pm 

 

AGENDA  

 

 

 

1. 521 Birch Street (Dwyer Park) – Comment to Village Council regarding Special 

Use Permit application by Winnetka Park District for proposed park renovations;  

 

2. Other business.   

 

 

NOTE:   Public comment is permitted on all agenda items, and may be provided in person at 

the meeting, or submitted in writing prior to the meeting. 

 

  

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/


VILLAGE OF WINNETKA, ILLINOIS
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

APPLICATION FOR
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

521 Birch StreetPROJECT ADDRESS

NAME OF BUSINESS(ES) Dwyer Park------------------------------

Application is hereby made for the following work (please check all that apply):

§Sign
Awning
Other (general description)

Sign permit application attached?
Awning permit application attached?
Park renovation

REAL ESTATE INDEX NUMBER

051201211 1002-0000

05 20
05 20
05 20

211
211
211

003-0000
004-0000
006-0000

B

Please see attached description, photographs, and drawings.

Please provide a detailed description of the proposed work (attached separate sheets, material specifications, photographs, etc.) :

IIWe hereby certify that as Owner (Lessee/Owner) of the property at 521 Bjrch Street (address) I amlwe are
authorized to submit plans for alteration of the subject property. I/We agree to perform the subject work in accordance with the
conditions of approval by the Winnetka Design Review Board, as well as all other applicable codes, rules and regulations of the
Village of Winnetka.

SIGNED ~~)
/' Robert SmithPRINT NAME(S)

ADDRESS 540 Hibbard Road

Winnetka, IL 60093

PHONE NUMBER ~8~4~7/~5~0~1-~2~04~0~ _

PRIMARY DESIGN FIRM Winnetka Park District

CONTACT NAME ~R~i~ch~a=r~d~S~c~m~a=m~ __

ADDRESS 540 Hibbard Road

Winnetka. IL 60093

PHONE NUMBER 847/501-2055

FAX NUMBER 847/441-5711

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness Page-l of S



Dwyer Park 
Certificate of Appropriateness Description 
 
Dwyer Park is located on the west side of the Village of Winnetka Central Business District.  It 
abuts Dwyer Court, the downtown post office and village parking lot property on its eastern 
boundary.  Elm Street, Oak Street, and Birch Street front the 1.23 acre park site on its northern, 
southern, and western boundaries, respectively. 
 
The current park development includes a grassy open space to the north which sits a few feet 
higher than the more wooded southern end.  A butterfly garden and park sign sit adjacent to Oak 
Street.  A paver path connects Oak Street, a bench, and a drinking fountain to a playground 
located just south of the lawn.  The playpit includes a large playstructure to the east, a swing 
structure to the north, a tot playstructure to the west, and bouncers and a digger to the south.  
Three (3) sitting areas with six (6) benches surround the playpit.  A cluster of three (3) picnic 
tables is located in the center of the wooded southern end of the site.  A small patio surrounding 
a bronze sculpture of children connects to Oak Street and includes a couple of benches. 
 
The Winnetka Park District intends to renovate Dwyer Park to provide an improved and feature 
rich open recreational space for residents and visitors to the Central Business District of all ages.  
Some features of the master plan may be deferred depending on final bids from contractors. 
 
The playground will be expanded by approximately 50% in the park redevelopment.  This 
enlarged playpit will accommodate additional play features for both preschool aged and grade 
school aged children.  The majority of the existing play equipment will remain and be 
refurbished, eliminating potential safety and accessibility issues.  The large playstructure to the 
east will be expanded with nets, a slide, and climbing apparatus.  A new swing structure will add 
additional belt swings to the north.  The existing tot playstructure will be relocated and enlarged 
with ground level activities including a play house.  New spinners, bouncers and a seesaw will be 
installed.  Two fabric roofs (approximately 8’ x 8’ each) will be installed over the playstructures 
to provide shade for the children.  The existing sand surfacing will be removed and replaced with 
wood fiber except for a small sand play area adjacent to the tot playstructure.  The existing 
permeable poured-in-place synthetic surfacing will be resurfaced and enlarged to provide 
increased accessibility and reduce maintenance under heavily used play features.  Colors will be 
similar to the current playground:  pine green posts and major beams (current color is bright 
green), tan slides and climbing components, blue plastic panels and components, lime green 
plastic components, red accents, brown decks, green fabric roofs, black nets, and beige play 
surfacing.   
 
A new concrete sidewalk, replacing a shorter brick paver walkway, will be installed along the 
eastern side of the park to connect Elm Street and Oak Street to make the playground and park 



site more easily accessible.  Waste and recycling receptacles (5 pairs) will be added along this 
path as well as a bike repair station and bike racks.  Three (3) decorative lightpoles along this 
path will provide illumination to the park.  Ten (10) benches will surround playground.  Some of 
these benches will be located on concrete paver patios.  All of these amenities will be the styles 
and materials adopted by the Winnetka Park District as their standard, such as those installed at 
Skokie Playfield and Hubbard Woods Park. 
 
A gazebo in the center of the park, just south of the playground, will provide a performance area 
for community events and a western locus for a future pedestrian spine leading from the Village 
Hall to the park.  The octagonal gazebo will also shelter portable picnic tables.  The gazebo will 
utilize round metal posts with decorative bands at the base and capital that echo the round 
columns of Village Hall and the Winnetka Bible Church to the north of the park.  The roof will 
have a clerestory opening with decorative infill and a matching ornamentation will be installed 
under the roof line.  Cedar colored architectural asphalt shingles will be placed over the tongue 
and grooved decking, colored, like the metal posts and beams, an ivory. 
 
An adjacent concrete patio area is designed for three (3) permanent picnic tables (same 
manufacturer as Skokie Playfield and Hubbard Woods Park) and a concrete ping pong table.  A 
series of cut fieldstone terrace steps will lead from the patio to the lower south side of the park 
and provide additional seating. 
 
Curved stone seat walls are proposed for both the north and south ends of the park, each facing 
the center of the park and the gazebo.  The northern one will provide a backdrop for an enlarged 
butterfly garden, a potential location for piece of artwork, two (2) new benches, and an edge for a 
crushed granite path that will provide park access from the northeast corner of the site.  The 
southern seat wall will include a new pedestal in the seatwall for the relocated children’s’ 
sculpture and a cluster of four (4) benches in the quiet side of the park.  All seat walls will match 
the ones installed at Skokie Playfield and Hubbard Woods Park.  A crushed granite pathway also 
borders the southern wall to allow pedestrian access from the southwest corner of the site.  A 
new woodland garden between the seat wall and Oak Street is also proposed. 
 
Additional amenities for the park include two (2) precast concrete bag courts and two (2) 
benches adjacent to the new concrete path, as well as an octagonal Gaga ball court at the 
southwest corner of the site.  New landscaping is proposed for the park including adding new 
shade trees and perennial beds around the playground.  Stone walls will also be located around 
the central patio area. 
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DWYER PARK 

 ADJACENT PROPERTY PHOTOS 

VIEW TO NORTH VIEW TO NORTHEAST 

VIEW TO EAST VIEW TO SOUTHEAST 

VIEW TO SOUTH VIEW TO SOUTHWEST 

VIEW TO WEST VIEW TO NORTHWEST 
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