
Agenda Report 
 
Subject: Stormwater Update – December 20, 2011 
 
Prepared By: Steven M. Saunders, Director of Public Works/Village Engineer 
 
Date: December 16, 2011 
 
Attached are two documents detailing progress made to date and future actions in 
response to the July 2011 flooding event. The first document is an updated version of the 
“Stormwater and Sanitary Sewer Improvements – Schedule of Activities”, outlining 
implementation steps based on policy direction given by the Council, and the status of 
action on those steps. Updated items from the December 1 version are marked in red. 
This provides the Council and interested citizens with a detailed picture of where we are, 
and activities to be undertaken in the next few months. 
 
Of note, staff and representatives from Christopher Burke Engineering met with 
representatives from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in Springfield on 
December 15 to review the project and discuss permit requirements. The project was 
reasonably well received and the permit requirements were provided. While the permit 
will require significant work and time to obtain, there do not appear to be any 
insurmountable obstacles. The Village will be required to screen the stormwater for 
floatables (i.e. trash), Total Suspended Solids (i.e. sedimentation), Biological Oxygen 
Demand (BOD, a measure of total bacteria and other nutrients like fertilizers and 
phosphorus) and Oils and Greases. The Village will likely need to perform sampling of 
existing stormwater flows in all of the areas that would be tributary to the tunnel project 
to determine a water quality baseline against which treatment and quality improvements 
could be measured. 
 
The second item is the detailed soil boring report for the preliminary soil borings along 
the proposed Willow Road Tunnel Project route. The soil borings indicated no rock 
present, and also indicated that the soils are primarily dry, stiff, silty clays or dense sand, 
which do not pose any impediments to the project. 
 
Recommendation: 
Informational Report. 



STORMWATER AND SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 15-Dec-11
Red = Updated since last report

Activity Status
Identify Protection Levels - Determine what 
protection level to be provided to 
Tower/Foxdale and Sheridan/Maple areas. Council discussion needed.
Identify Funding Sources - Determine how to 
fund these two projects. Council discussion needed.
Design Engineering Proposals- Obtain fee 
proposals to complete design plans, 
specifications, and bidding documents.

Draft proposal received from CBBEL. Obtain fee proposals from 
other firms?

Permitting - Obtain appropriate permits from 
MWRD and US Army Corps

Discussed project with MWRD and DNR. No prohibitions 
identified. Met with Army Corps. No prohibitions identified. Met 
with IEPA December 15. Permit requirements and water quality 
standards identified. No prohibitions identified. Water quality 
and anti-degradation permits will be required.

Activity Status
Additional Engineering Evaluation - Evaluate 
whether improvements address all problem 
areas in watershed.

Review recent survey results to identify possible areas of watershed 
in need of additional evaluation

Identify Protection Levels - Determine what 
protection level to be provided to project 
areas. Council discussion needed.
Identify Funding Sources - Determine how to 
fund this project. Council discussion needed.

Utility Location - Identify major utility facilities 
in project area to test for conflicts.

Utility locate requests sent to AT&T, Comcast, North Shore Gas. 
MWRD information received.

Forest Preserve Coordination - Coordinate 
with Forest Preserve regarding additional 
outfall to flood control pond. Pending further evaluation of proposed improvements
Secondary Cost Review - Obtain 
independent cost review of project. Pending further evaluation of proposed improvements
Design Engineering Proposals- Obtain fee 
proposals to complete design plans, 
specifications, and bidding documents. Pending further evaluation of proposed improvements

Activity Status
Soil Borings - Evaluate subsurface soil 
conditions along proposed route of tunnel.

Contract awarded to TSC. Soil borings completed - no 
unsuitable soils or rock encountered. Report provided.

Utility Location - Identify major utility facilities 
in project area to test for conflicts.

Utility locate requests sent to AT&T, Comcast, North Shore Gas. 
MWRD, Electrc, Water, Comcast information received. North Shore 
Gas information received.

Railroad Coordination - Obtain information 
from Union Pacific Railroad concerning 
engineering and real 

Initial contact made with UP Railroad. Received permit requirements 
for utility crossings. No major hurdles identified.

Regulatory Agency Meetings

Discussed project with MWRD and DNR. No prohibitions 
identified. Met with Army Corps. No prohibitions identified. Met 
with IEPA December 15. Permit requirements and water quality 
standards identified. No prohibitions identified. Water quality 
and anti-degradation permits will be required.

Spruce Street Outlet Improvements

Greenwood Avenue Area Improvements

Tunnel Project



Meetings with State and Federal legislators

President Tucker, Trustee Rintz, Manager Bahan and Director 
Saunders met with U.S. Rep. Dold, State Rep. Biss, and State Rep. 
Gabel to brief them on tunnel project and discuss areas where 
legislative support may be needed. Project was well received. 
Meeting with Sen. Schoenberg scheduled for 11/16.

Critical Path Plan - CBBEL to provide fee 
proposal for critical path plan to complete 
tunnel project.

CBBEL to prepare critical path after initial meetings with MWRD and 
regulatory agencies

Willow Road Rehabilitation Coordination
Meeting held with Willow Road project consultant to coordinate 
Willow Road project with tunnel.

Secondary Cost Review - Obtain 
independent cost review of project.
Identify Funding Sources - Determine how to 
fund this project. Council discussion needed.

Activity Status
Identify suitable firms to provide pricing. Staff research in December/January timeframe
Negotiate pricing with several firms Staff research in December/January timeframe
Publicize program.

Activity Status
Publicize IAFSM pamphlet via Winnetka 
Report, e-Winnetka, Village website. Link on website. Pubblished in Winnetka report November.
Identify resources for presenters. Staff research in December/January timeframe
Explore value of joint presentation with other 
municipalities. Staff research in December/January timeframe
Identify suitable location for seminar. Staff research in December/January timeframe
Schedule and publicize seminar.

Activity Status
Additional flooding data survey 1,046 responses received as of 10/18/2011

Evaluate survey data

Ongoing evaluations by staff and Trustee Kates. Data will be used to 
fine-tune project recommendations for Greenwood and Tunnel 
projects, and to develop Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Study.

Hold pre-proposal discussions with qualified 
engineering firms.

Presented to Village Council 12/13/2011. Staff authroized to 
proceed with RFP.

Discuss survey results and study strategy 
with Village Council

Presented to Village Council 12/13/2011. Staff authroized to 
proceed with RFP.

Develop RFP Draft RFP complete. Proposals due January 20, 2012.
Evaluate RFP Responses January-February 2012
Council awards contract January-February 2012

Activity Status

Detailed coordination with Park District
Coordination discussions complete pending decision of tunnel vs. 
detention

Detailed coordination with School District Discussions pending decision of tunnel vs. detention

Detailed coordination with New Trier
Initial meetings held. Further discussions pending decision of tunnel 
vs. detention

Detailed coordination with Forest Preserve Discussions pending decision of tunnel vs. detention

Activity Status
Discussion of stormwater financing and 
bond issuance. Council discussed at November 8 Study Session

Bulk Pricing for Property Assessments

Property Protection Seminar

Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Study

Detention Projects

Financing


























