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Stakeholder Meeting – Forest Preserve District of Cook County 
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Village of Winnetka 
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Meeting Location:  Forest Preserve District HQ Job No.:  1619.010 

Meeting Purpose:  Initial Stakeholder Meeting 
 
Discussion: 

1. Introductions 
 

Name/Representing Address Contact Information 
• Eric Varela, Asst. to the Supt. 

Forest Preserve District of Cook Co. 
536 N. Harlem Ave., River 
Forest, IL 

erik.varela@cookcountyil.gov 
312-603-8368 

• Chip O’Leary, Chief Ecologist 
Forest Preserve District of Cook Co. 

536 N. Harlem Ave., River 
Forest, IL 

Charles.o’leary@cookcountyil.gov 
708-771-1008 

• John Sterenberg, Land Use 
Compliance, FPD of Cook Co. 

536 N. Harlem Ave., River 
Forest, IL 

john.sterenberg@cookcountyil.gov 
708-771-1192 

• Eric Otto, Civil Engineer  
Forest Preserve District of Cook Co. 

536 N. Harlem Ave., River 
Forest, IL 

eric.otto@cookcountyil.gov 
708-771-1382 

• Chris Slattery, Director of Planning 
and Devel., FPD of Cook Co. 

536 N. Harlem Ave., River 
Forest, IL 

chris.slattery@cookcountyil.gov 
708-771-1572 

• Rob Bahan, Village Manager 
Village of Winnetka 

510 Green Bay Road, 
Winnetka 

rbahan@winnetka.org 
847-716-3541 

• Steve Saunders, PWD and Village 
Engineer, Village of Winnetka 

1390 Willow Road, 
Winnetka 

ssaunders@winnetka.org 
847-716-3534 

• Jim Bernahl, Asst. PWD 
Village of Winnetka 

1390 Willow Road, 
Winnetka 

jbernahl@winnetka.org 
847-716-3261 

• Mike Waldron, Project Manager 
Strand Associates, Inc. 

1170 Houbolt Road, Joliet mike.waldron@strand.com 
815-744-4200 

• Mark Shubak, Project Engineer 
Strand Associates, Inc. 

910 Wingra Drive, Madison, 
WI 

mark.shubak@strand.com 
608-251-4843 

• John Lyons, Project Engineer 
Strand Associates, Inc. 

615 Elsinore Place, Ste. 320, 
Cincinnati, OH 

john.lyons@strand.com 
513-861-5600 

• Gary Wolnitzek, Project Consultant 
Human Nature, Inc. 

990 St. Paul Drive, 
Cincinnati, OH 

gwolnitzek@humannature.cc 
513-281-2211 

• Michelle Kelly, Project Consultant 
Upland Design, Inc. 

24042 Lockport St., Ste. 200, 
Plainfield, IL 

mkelly@uplanddesign.com 
815-254-0091 

 
 

2. Items of Discussion – General 
a. The Forest Preserve District representatives (FPDCC) indicated that the fisheries and recreational 

uses of the lagoons are the lagoons focal point. 
b. The FPDCC indicated the lagoons are a very popular location and there would be a benefit to 

FPDCC to draw more visitors to the site. 
c. The FPDCC cannot land swap or sell land without significant effort through the state legislature.  

They can do licensing of property but they are limited to the number of licenses they can issue per 
year. 

d. The FPDCC has no long-term capital improvement plan for the Skokie Lagoons and neighboring 
forest preserve lands. 
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e. The FPDCC Gateway Plan is still be reviewed internally. This plan focuses mainly on signage, 
art, and increased visibility of the preserve access points. 

f. The Skokie Lagoons are the most popular location of gateway improvements.  The FPDCC 
envisioned sharing the history of the Conservation Corps. in creating the lagoons. 

g. The FPDCC recognizes the need for improved parking and interpretive signage at the Willow 
Road access. 

h. The FPDCC had been considering campgrounds on the islands in the lagoons. 
i. There was a general discussion of the following areas: 

i. The triangular piece in the southwest corner of the Park District and Duke Childs Field 
grounds.  
ii. The piece south of Willow Road, west of Hibbard Road, and north of Winnetka Road that 
surrounds the Public Works buildings and landfill. 
iii. The piece of property south of Winnetka Road in Northfield. 

j. The FPDCC was not able to comment on the condition, quality, or value of these properties but 
said they will have their ecologist perform a site visit to determine value and viability of the 
properties. 

k. We presented concepts of extending the lagoon system, creating new prairie wetland 
environments, and generally clearing invasive growth and improving the existing forested areas. 

l. The FPDCC did not object to these general concepts but were non-committal. 
m. The FPDCC asked for examples of prior successes in the concepts we were presenting and to 

provide some conceptual plans for our ideas. 
n. Further communications from the Village to the FPDCC should be taken through Eric Verella as 

the FPDCC key contact. 
 

3. Potential Opportunities Identified 
a. The FPDCC did not object to the concepts presented of extending the lagoon system, creating 

new prairie wetland environments, and generally clearing invasive growth and improving the 
existing forested areas.   

 
 

4. Action Items   
a. The FPDCC indicated that they will have their ecologists make a site visit to the lagoons to assess 

value and viability of the properties relative to the concepts we discussed in the meeting. 
b. Develop concept layout for use of the FPDCC properties and support with examples of prior 

project successes.  It will important that we pursue this immediately to keep the ball rolling with 
the FPDCC and to push their field investigations. 

 
5. Proposed Next Steps 

a. Provide concept plans for the FPDCC properties to the Village for consideration and then to 
FPDCC for their consideration. 

b. Follow up with Eric Verella on the FPDCC plans for field investigations. 






































