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 Engineers to update Winnetka Village Council on stormwater tunnel 

design, water quality solutions, project cost estimates  
at special meeting Tuesday 

 
Engineers from MWH Americas will provide the Winnetka Village Council with a detailed stormwater 
project update at a special Village Council meeting on Tuesday, April 28. 
 
Tuesday’s meeting represents the second in a series of “decision points” at which Village Council 
members are asked to evaluate the engineers’ progress to date and discuss planned next steps.   
 
At the first decision point last June, the Village Council directed MWH to begin preliminary engineering, 
implement a water quality monitoring program, complete design plans and documents to the 30 percent 
stage and prepare draft regulatory permit applications.  The Council also asked engineers to provide cost 
estimates based on these    activities.    
  
“From the outset of this project, we anticipated that many questions would arise along the way that would 
impact the design and cost of the project.  That’s why we chose to advance the project on a deliberate, 
step-by-step basis,” said Village President Gene Greable. 
 
MWH engineers have submitted a Preliminary Design Report to the Council and Village staff and will 
present highlights from that report, including an updated cost estimate, at Tuesday’s special meeting.    
 
Having completed water quality testing and a “30 percent project design,” engineers estimate that the 
project could cost $58.4 million.  The current estimate represents an increase from a 2012 project concept 
estimate of $34.5 million (in 2012 dollars) provided  by Christopher B. Burke Engineering, which the 
Village hired in 2010 to explore flood relief options.  
 
MWH officials cite several reasons behind the increase.  Most notably, market conditions have changed 
since 2012, meaning that materials and construction costs have increased significantly.   The 
implementation of a water treatment facility necessary to achieve water quality standards will be more 
costly than engineers anticipated.  And, design modifications necessary to minimize the tunnel’s 
construction impact on Willow Road have driven costs up.     
  
The engineers are suggesting possible next steps, including finalizing and submitting project permit 
applications to agencies so they can formally begin their review processes, which are expected to take a 



year or more.   
 
Also, in order to ascertain that the project design is the best and most cost-effective solution to address 
pervasive flooding after storms, and that cost estimates are appropriate and accurate, Village staff 
recommends engaging an independent and highly-qualified engineering firm to review and evaluate the 
design work completed to this point.  This review and evaluation will help the community and the 
Council to make informed decisions going forward.       
 
 
The meeting agenda, MWH’s Preliminary Design Report and other related materials are available for 
viewing on the Village’s website at http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendas-minutes/?CategoryId=14. 
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