
September 6, 2016 

 

Dear Members of the Winnetka Village Council, 

 

Thank you for continuing to take your time and for doing your due diligence in listening to the 

voices both in support and to those with concerns regarding the newest iteration of the proposed 

One Winnetka (a.k.a. ONEWinnekta) development currently before you. I believe that the 

proposed development in its most recent rendition demonstrates an improved proposal from the 

numerous proposals that have taken the tremendous time, energy, and effort of the various 

Village committees and of the residents of Village of Winnetka. The magnitude of this proposed 

development and its future impact on this community warrant the investment that you continue 

to make. I respectfully request that the Village Council work to consider the following points:  

 

1. The bulk, size, and density of the proposed One Winnetka project continues to be 

too large (based on its location and current Village of Winnetka’s zoning requirements). 

In light of the recent flooding in the Village of Winnetka, how does the bulk, size, and 

density of this proposed development impact the commercial/residential properties and 

the residents of the surrounding community? Has a flood study been conducted reflecting 

the potential impact of this development, particularly in light of the recent flooding?  

 

2. Is this a village or a city? As a resident of Village of Winnetka, am I being ask to evaluate 

this proposed development through the lens of a village, or through the frame of urban 

lifestyle of a city dweller? The answer to this question is at the core of the future 

trajectory of development for this community and the impact that the increased density of 

this development will have on its current and future residents. It deserves serious 

consideration.  

 

3. Were all questions #1-39 (as presented in: 
http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/assets/1/20/2016_0727_sm.pdf pp.14-23) answered as 

they pertain to the newest iteration of the proposed development? If not, have any of 

these answers changed? It is extraordinarily difficult to ascertain correct information 

about the proposed development, as there have been numerous renditions presented. 

 

4. What are the impacts to the various stakeholders of this proposed development? In its 

currently proposed conceptualization, it appears that it caters to “younger families” (aged 

24-44 years). This was not the original market of the proposed development. How does 

this new market impact the schools and Village resources in the area (i.e. classroom size, 

etc.)? 

 

5. Who are the individuals supporting and/or expressing concern about this proposed 

development? I continue to be confused at the number of individuals who work as real 

estate agents, outside community members, and others who express opinions in support 

or opposition of a development that may not impact them directly. Has the Village 

Council been able to establish an accurate perspective on those who have voiced support 

and/or concerns for this proposed development? To what extent have personal 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/assets/1/20/2016_0727_sm.pdf


development interests potentially distorted the opinions expressed and, thus, distract from 

what is in the best interests of the future of the Village of Winnetka and its residents?  

 

6. The Village of Winnetka’s website regarding the current state of this proposed 

development, received public comments, etc., is extremely difficult to navigate. There is 

different information located under numerous tabs and trying to gather a “full picture” of 

this proposed development has become increasingly difficult. Would it be possible to 

consolidate all pertinent information including public comments and current iteration of 

the proposed development onto one tab, in one place, to provide for greater clarity and 

transparency? 

 

As I stated before in a previous letter and, as expressed by other concerned residents of the 

Village, there has been a great deal of time, of money, of energy, and of effort has been put into 

the consideration of the multiple iterations of the proposed One Winnetka development. It is time 

to answer some serious questions about the future direction of the Village of Winnetka and the 

impact that it will have on its residents. What do we want for this community now and into the 

future? What is in the best interests for the residents of the Village of Winnetka in meeting the 

current and future demands of the infrastructure of this community? There are some tough 

questions that still need to be asked. It is likely that no one will be completely happy with the 

outcome. It would be nice to think that we will all have done our due diligence to see that 

whatever is developed within our community is something for which we can all be proud.  

 

Thank you for your time and for your continuing commitment to protecting the rights of all 

residents of the Village of Winnetka. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Hull 

80 Brier Street 

Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
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From: John Benedetto
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: development
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2016 8:48:16 AM

Please vote to move forward ASAP…this piddling with minutia and stalling is hurting our village. We
need this thing done and it has to be viable for the developer as well as as the community which is
where it is. This amazingly slow process and resulting vacancy is helping no one. Please speed up the
process.



From: E. Paul Dunn
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: One Winnetka
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2016 12:43:08 PM

Dear Trustees,

Please vote in favor/approve the One Winnetka project.

It is time for change in Winnetka. This project is good change, and a great addition to our
Village. 

Do not delay any further, there has been ample time for input from everyone.

Move forward, let get going forward, time to act is now!

Thank you for all your hear work,

Regards,

Paul Dunn

E. Paul Dunn 
380 Green Bay Road 1 D
Winnetka, IL. 60093 
847-501-5041 h
224-216-0958 m
dunguy988@hotmail.com
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From: Joan Esposito
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: Vote please
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2016 9:24:18 AM

Winnetka is starting to look like a ghost town around Lincoln and Elm. I don't think this project is
perfect but for God sakes let's get something in on that site, and this project is better than nothing.

JMEsposito
952 pine
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From: J Evans
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: Vote
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2016 7:27:24 AM

Pass the One Winnetka.  Elm and Lincoln are in need of some renovation.  These empty buildings are an
eye sore.  As with so many of the issues facing the village, they are talked about and nit picked to ad
nauseam, and the result is NOTHING



From: Larry & Ann Hossack
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: One Winnetka
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2016 11:47:34 AM

This project has been studied for so many years.  There are too many problems all of which have been
already discussed and rediscussed.  I would at this time ask you to look at Winnetka's commercial
areas.  They are dying and the project suggests more commercial.  Hello?  Secondly, the project style of
architecture and size have nothing to do with Winnetka.

You've heard everything else.  I am so disappointed in what has happened to Winnetka's downtown. 
Look at Wilmette, Glencoe and of course Lake Forest.  Have we analyzed how they have maintained an
active commercial area?
Sent from my iPad



From: jaofferle@aol.com
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: What has this cost the village so far?
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2016 9:51:06 PM

I have attended more than eight village and committee meetings on this project over the past two
years.

This development started out to big for zoning and remains so.

But I would like to know how many hours of staff time this process has consumed and the dollar value
of that staff time.  Those are my tax dollars being wasted.  To that we can add the unpaid time for all
the committees and the trustees.

The developers, and their predessor entities, way overpaid for the land.   The developers need
something this big to try to recover their investment.  I am sorry they and their lenders are going to
take a bath on the original land deal, but that is not my or the village's problem.

Please put an end to this boondoggle and vote down the project.  It is time to let market conditions
prevail.  The land value needs to be written down and the banks need to write off their bad loans and
stop rolling them over.

Once the real value of the land is finally recognized, a rational development can proceed.

And we can stop wasting our tax dollars on this project that violates so many zoning ordinances.

J. A. Offerle
112 Fuller Lane
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From: Melissa Herron
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: One Winnetka
Date: Friday, September 09, 2016 7:07:26 PM

Dear Fellow Residents,

I have lived at 711 Oak Street for 12 years and am a lifelong resident of Winnetka. I am

including a photo taken at my kitchen window to illustrate how closely I live to the proposed

development. Living on the first floor, I know I'll always have a view of a building and I look

forward to something more attractive then the rapidly deteriorating Fell property. I do however,

have other concerns. 

Many months ago I read on the village website of a recommendation to change the village liquor

laws to allow serving alcohol without food and to provide sales later in the evening. I assume this

is to attract liquor only establishments (bars). In the event this is a future plan, I would like to

preemptively object to any such arrangement. I recall the proposal was presented as offering a

place for Winnetka residents to gather for a beer and watch a sporting event. As delightful as

this sounds, such events rarely last until a midnight or two a.m. closing time and inebriated

people don't always respect the neighbors. I am particularly concerned about outdoor seating

introducing unreasonable noise to my neighborhood late into the night. 

Two weeks ago, while dining at Little Ricky's with my family, a Sisco truck parked alongside the

building on Elm street to make restaurant deliveries. While parked for over half an hour, the

driver left the engine running. I understand delivery trucks will enter the new development via the

driveway adjacent to ours at Oak Hill. As I enjoy having the windows in my home open during

pleasant weather, I would like to request that trucks not be allowed to idle just a few yards from

my kitchen and bedroom windows. I hope any idling restrictions would also be strictly enforced

by the village.

My final request is sentimental. Several trees and two benches line the east side of Lincoln

Avenue south of Elm, including a tree with a dedication plaque in the name of Dorothy and Ward

Quaal, and a bench in the name of Edwina Love Otis, all late residents of Oak Hill. I know the

trees will be removed but I would like to request that new trees be rededicated somewhere else

in the village and the benches be relocated. As Edwina was the founder of Marian Michael,

perhaps her bench could be placed in front of the newer store location on Chestnut? 

Thank you for your kind consideration and for dedicating your valuable time to our lovely village.

Yours,

Melissa Herron

711 Oak St.

847 446 6553
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From: John Lombardo
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: Winnetka One comment
Date: Friday, September 09, 2016 12:29:53 PM

Dear City Planners,
As a longtime Winnetka resident, I strongly oppose the current Winnetka One project. It is far too
large-scale for the village. Recent changes in height simply shift the size as other roofline increase,
particularly  on the East Side.
While the site needs to be developed, the current proposal must be scaled down in size. I strongly
urge the village board to formally oppose the project as it currently exists. There is far too much on
the line for Winnetka’s future to allow such an oversized project to threaten the character of our
village.
Regards,
John Lombardo
1026 Elm Street
Winnetka
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From: Robert Bahan
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: FW: ONE Winnetka Input
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 2:01:49 PM

FYI
 

From: Charlotte McGee [mailto:rummage@christchurchwinnetka.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 2:00 PM
To: Kristin Ziv; Chris Rintz; Trustee Scott Myers -; Penfield Lanphier; William Krucks; President E. Gene
Greable -; Robert Bahan
Subject: ONE Winnetka Input
 
To All of Our Fine Trustees:
 
First of all I want to THANK YOU for the countless hours you have given to our village. Amazing.
 
I have lived here for 22 years and I currently work at Christ Church running their Rummage Sale. I am
a BIG supporter of this project. It’s current size is perfect. This village needs a shot of vitality and
this is just the ticket.
 
Sincerely,
Charlotte McGee
 
Charlotte V. McGee
Rummage Queen
Christ Church
470 Maple Street
Winnetka, IL  60093
www.christchurchwinnetka.org
(w) 847-446-2850
(f) 847-446-8640
 
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that overwhelm
the world."   Desmond Tutu
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From: Anthony Perry
To: OneWinnetka
Cc: Scott Myers
Subject: FOR - Winnetka One project
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 2:31:18 PM

To Whom It May Concern,
 
As a member of the Executive Board of the Winnetka Chamber, it has come to my attention 
at this month’s meeting that with the vote for the Winnetka One project coming up, the 
Village Trustees are still looking to receive feedback from business members of the 
community.  I want to let you all know that me and my firm, A. Perry Homes, strongly 
support the project and hope that it is approved on the 20th.    
 
Their are numerous reasons that I believe that the project should be approved, more than a 
succinct email would allow, but I would be happy to speak to any of you about them in more 
detail.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me in case you’d like to discuss.  
 
Best Regards,
Anthony
 
Anthony Perry
A. Perry Homes
Mobile: 847.370.0668
Office: 847.549.0668
www.aperryhomes.com
 
Make It Better's "BEST OF 2013-16” 
BEST ARCHITECT & BUILDER
 
Design Studio
564 Lincoln Avenue
Winnetka, IL 60093
Anthony Perry
A. Perry Homes
Mobile: 847.370.0668
Office: 847.549.0668
www.aperryhomes.com

Make It Better's "BEST OF 2013-16” 
BEST ARCHITECT & BUILDER

Design Studio
564 Lincoln Avenue
Winnetka, IL 60093

Construction Office
118 E. Cook Avenue
Libertyville, IL 60048
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From: ripsuster@gmail.com
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: One Winnetka decision
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 3:35:05 PM

I walked east on Elm Street yesterday down to the end of what would be the project, and was stunned
with the unsightliness of both sides of the street. How long will it take a new builder to touch this area
if the current project is turned down? Will a new project possess the uniqueness that is Winnetka? I
believe the latest proposal is close enough to being acceptable to me, given the future potential
alternatives.

Please pass this project.

John Suster
650 Winnetka Mews

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Paul@sawbridge.com
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: A Merchant"s Opinion
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 2:52:16 PM

To whom it may concern -

I am one of the owners of Sawbridge Studios in the Hubbard Woods Design District.
I am writing to tell you that my partner, Bill Hiscott and I are very much in favor of
the one Winnetka project moving forward. I hope you all will support it, too. We
believe that it will provide the momentum necessary to make Winnetka a true
shopping destination.

Sincerely, Paul Zurowski
-- 

Sawbridge Studios 1015 Tower Court Winnetka, IL 60093 847.441.2441 
www.sawbridge.com
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From: Robert Bahan
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: FW: One Winnetka VOTE NO
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2016 8:51:59 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: nancy jacobs [mailto:nana8230@comcast.net]
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 5:06 PM
To: Robert Bahan
Subject: One Winnetka VOTE NO

To the Village Board,

As a long standing Village of Winnetka resident for over 50 years, PLEASE VOTE NO!!! for One
Winnetka!

The plans are not suitable for our charming Village. The architecture and size of the plans are not what
we need or want. I hope you understand that something like this will ruin the street scape, of our
Village, which we have tried to maintain for years in so many understated ways.

Thank you in advance for your time.
Regards,

Nancy Jacobs
48 Indian Hill Road
Winnetka
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From: Peggy Swartchild
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: One Winnetka
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2016 9:23:34 AM

I am writing to urge the village council to approve the One Winnetka project as it stands.
As a business owner in Winnetka and as a Winnetka resident for 70 years, I believe that the East Elm
project is necessary and a step towards energizing the business Dustrict and the town.
It is a mistake not to update and keep current if you want businesses to survive.
Peggy Swartchild

Sent from my iPhone



From: Jennifer Tippet
To: OneWinnetka
Subject: My vote is yes!
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2016 4:50:43 PM

Not that my opinion it matters.  Of course I wish it wasn't quite so large but it still needs to get done. 
We need progress in  our village . Other towns are passing us by with less vacancies in storefronts  and
more restaurants. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Jennifer Tippet
(847) 975-0594
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