
 

The Role of "Green" in Winnetka

Being sensitive to the environment and a steward of our natural resources is important to

the future of the Village and is integrated into many services we provide.  The Village has

been a Tree City USA since 1991.  In 2001, it converted its diesel fuel supply from 100%

petroleum-based diesel to B20 Biodiesel; the Biodiesel is renewable, reduces petroleum

use and reduces certain gas emissions, and is deployed in much of the Village’s fleet. 

And the Public Works Department, as a member of the Solid Waste Agency of Northern

Cook County, provides numerous recycling opportunity events for residents, including the

popular electronics recycling program.

The Stormwater Management Program and its component projects will need to live up to a

standard that ensures Winnetka can protect and enhance its natural assets such as Lake

Michigan.  The program will also need to be “green” to meet the requirements of numerous

local, state, and federal regulatory agencies. 

The Willow Road Tunnel will provide for a sediment control structure at the Lake outlet to

control stormwater velocity and will also incorporate a variety of stormwater “best

management practices (BMPs),” i.e. green infrastructure, to address runoff and water

quality throughout the system.  Recently hired engineering firm MWH is tasked with

evaluating the public and private green infrastructure that can best serve the project’s

goals.  The results of their analysis are expected in late spring, 2014.

It is unfair to say green components are not part of the Stormwater Management Program

budget; they may not be specific line items, but the goals to protect water quality ensure

due diligence will be performed.  In Phase 1 of their project work alone, MWH has the

following tasks on which to report:

Develop model scenarios of both public only implementation of green infrastructure
and public/private implementation of green infrastructure along with estimates of
design flows;

Develop storm sewer sizes for each of the green infrastructure scenarios; and

Prepare an alternative sizing memo that documents the impact of each green
infrastructure scenario on the proposed storm sewer sizes.

As the rigorous permitting review of the Willow Road Tunnel project begins, Winnetka

plans to be ready with factual information about impacts and means to protect the

environment.  Preliminary designs show that the project is technically feasible, so now the

work must be advanced to show it can meet the high standards of five regulatory

agencies—who all have a unique stake in protecting Lake Michigan and holding the

Village to an independent and thorough review.   The Village will have to demonstrate to

these agencies that it can protect the quality of the water in Lake Michigan while providing

flood protection in order for the project to receive the required approvals.
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March 5 E-Winnetka “Understanding Your Stormwater Utility Fee”

Due to the interest in the utility comparisons provided last week, Municipal & Financial

Services Group (MFSG), the Village’s Stormwater Utility Consultant, has provided

clarifications about several of the utility data points stated in last week’s e-mail. Their

additional evaluation makes for a true “apples-to-apples” comparison to Winnetka’s fee,

calculating what people pay for 3,400 square feet of impervious surface and updating the

fees to ensure they represent current 2014 stormwater fees for each locality. A summary

of MFSG’s additional work follows:

Long Creek Watershed, ME: The WKU study showed a fee of $250, however, this
is per acre of impervious surface. If based on 3,400 square feet, this translates to a
$19.51 monthly fee, or $234.15 annually.

Osseo, MN: Osseo’s fee is based on a Residential Equivalency Factor (REF). An
REF of 1 is for residential units on lots of .5 acres or less and amounts to $31.50
per month, or $378 annually.

Mission Hills, KS: The monthly fee of $29.17 ($349.8 annually) cited in the WKU
study is for Mission Hills’ tiered fee.  This amount is for parcels with 3,000 to 3,999
square feet of impervious area.

Tacoma, WA: Tacoma’s fee is based on the total lot size and the level of
development on the lot.  Assuming a lot size of 12,000 square feet with light
development, the monthly fee would be $23.57 or $282.84 annually.

Duvall, WA: Duvall increases its stormwater fee annually.  The 2014 monthly fee is
$18.18, or $218.16 annually.                
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