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The Village Council recently approved the 2007-
08 budget, which anticipates that the Village’s 

operating expenses will increase $2.9 million, for a 
total of $43.6 million.  Projected revenues of $50.9 
million are up $2.9 million from the prior year.  
The difference between revenues and expenses is 
used by the Village for capital improvements such 
as street resurfacing, bridge repair, water main 
installation, upgrading the electric system, facilities, 
and the purchase of vehicles and equipment.
       An additional staffperson was added in the 
Community Development Department, bringing the 
total of full-time Village employees to 163.  From a 
historical perspective, staffing has varied somewhat 
by year, but has been steadily declining from its 
high count of 178 employees in 1989.  The Village 
continues to look at ways to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness with minimal impact on our residents.  
      Two areas of budget concern are:  very costly 
additional benefits under consideration by the 
State Legislature for public safety employees, and 

VILLAGE COUNCIL ADOPTS FY 2007-08 BUDGET

In 2005 the Village Council 
adopted an affordable housing 

plan outlining options for providing 
affordable housing in the Village.  
Subsequently, the Council has 
directed the Plan Commission to 
update the Plan, focusing on a more 
in-depth evaluation of affordable 
housing options within the Village’s 
commercial and multiple family 
areas.
       To assist the Plan Commission 
in updating the Plan, the Village has 
hired a housing consultant, Natalie P. 
Voorhees Center for Neighborhood 
and Community Improvement at 
the University of Illinois--Chicago 
(Voorhees Center).  In the next six to 
eight months the Plan Commission, 
with assistance from the Voorhees 
Center, will conduct a detailed 
analysis of the Village’s housing 
stock and demographics, and study 
the impact of teardowns on the 

relative affordability of housing in 
the Village, including the resulting 
shifts in population, affordability and 
income levels.  This analysis will 
provide a snapshot of Winnetka with 
regard to its residents’ affordable 
housing needs.
       As part of this process, a 
number of resident meetings will 
be facilitated by Voorhees staff and 
the Plan Commission.  Goals of 
these meetings are to gather input, 
identify resident concerns and refine 
the housing plan objectives for 
Winnetka residents.  The end result 
of this process will be a revised 
Winnetka Affordable Housing 
Plan which will be considered for 
approval by the Village Council.  
Further information on meetings will 
be made available on the Village’s 
web site:  www.villageofwinnetka.
org.  For additional information, 
contact Jillian Morgan-716-3587.

VILLAGE CONDUCTS AFFORDABLE HOUSING STUDY

On February 1, 
Winnetka’s 

Hand Held Cell 
Phone ordinance 
took effect.  The 
use of hand-held 
mobile phones is 
prohibited while 
driving, unless 
a hands-free device is used.  The fine for 
violations is $75.00.

The only exceptions to the prohibition are:
•	 Any public safety officer and operators of 

emergency vehicles while they are on duty 
and acting in their official capacities

•	 People calling 9-1-1 or other emergency 
number

•	 People using a cell phone in a parked 
position while the vehicle is not in gear

DON’T DIAL AND DRIVE 
IN WINNETKA

Budget, continued on Page 2

Summary of expenses for Village services, 
based on $17,262 total property tax bill 

($2,300 Village portion)

Annual Homeowner Expenses
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potentially costly mandates for affordable 
housing.  These measures must be paid for 
with local tax dollars. Major policy items 
include:
•					A 3% raise in the property tax levy (a 

$72 increase for a homeowner with a 
$17,262 property tax bill)

•	 No electric rate increase (a typical 
homeowner uses $2,142 per year of 
electricity)

•	 A 5% sewer rate increase (a $10 
increase for a typical household with 
$196 of annual use)

•	 A 3% water rate increase (a $16 
increase for a typical household with 
$530 of annual use)

•	 No increase in the vehicle sticker cost 
($40) or dog license fee ($10)

•	 An increase to $25 per month for 
the twice per week refuse collection 
schedule.  There is no separate charge 
for once per week residential refuse 
and recycling service.

The impact of all these budget changes 
is that a typical resident will pay a total 
of $5,595 to the Village in 2007/2008, 
a $78 or 1.4% increase from the current 
year.  The new budget continues the 
policy of rebuilding the Village's decaying 
infrastructure and includes $12.12 million 
for capital investments, including:
•	 Electrical system improvements: 

$3.37 million.
•	 Street, Bridge, & traffic signal 

improvements $1.85 million.  
(includes Pine and Eldorado bridges 
and designing traffic signal and 
roadway improvements for the Green 
Bay Rd./Winnetka Ave. intersection)

•	 Facilities: $1.8 million, including the 
parking garage in Hubbard Woods, 
Streetscaping, the Cenotaph on the 
Village Green, sidewalks, etc.

•	 Water plant and water main 
improvements: $1.20 million.

•	 Drainage: $850,000 for the Alles 
/ Birch / Sunset and Spruce Street 
areas.

•	 Vehicles, equipment, police dispatch, 
contingency and all other areas: $3.05 
million.

      The budget is available for review at 
Village Hall and the Public Library.

Budget, continued from Page 1

Last August, the Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB) was discovered in one 

tree in the far southern portion of the 
Village of Winnetka, making it the 
fourth Chicago-area suburb where the 
presence of EAB has been confirmed (the 
others being Wilmette, Evanston, and an 
unincorporated area near St. Charles).  
Currently, this is the only known 
infestation in Winnetka. 
      The EAB is an invasive beetle 
native to Asia that was first discovered 
in the U.S. near Detroit in the summer 
of 2002.  Infestations have since spread 
to Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Ontario, and 
Maryland, and have been responsible for 
the destruction of nearly 16 million Ash 
trees in the U.S.  The adult beetles nibble 
on ash foliage, causing little damage; 
however, the larvae feed on the inner bark 
of the tree, disrupting the tree’s ability to 
transport nutrients, and ultimately killing 
the tree. 
       During the winter of 2006-07 the 
Village surveyed its public rights-of-
way to determine the number of Ash 
tree species. Trees were measured and 
inspected for health, form and condition. A 
management plan was formulated to help 
combat the EAB. The management plan 
will consist of Ash reduction, inspection 
and some treatments.  
       In the spring and fall 2007, the Village 
will begin to reduce its Ash population by 
removing trees with dieback and defects, 
or in overall poor condition.  Appropriate 
tree selection and planting will be done if 
ample parkway space exists.
       Treatments to help prevent EAB will 
be given to certain healthy public Ash 
trees in the Village this spring.   There 
is no guarantee with insecticide control 

UPDATE ON EMERALD ASH BORER
because the extent range of the borer is 
not completely known. Residents who 
want information about insecticide control 
and contractor information for their own 
Ash trees may do so by calling the Village 
Forester at 847-716-3535.
       Public and private Ash tree removals 
will be monitored by Village forestry staff.  
The Village requires that no Ash trees be 
removed during the insects’ flight season 
(May 1 through mid-September), and 
trimming of Ash trees during this period is 
prohibited.  If emergency conditions such 
as storm damage occur and tree removal 
is necessary, private tree contractors or 
residents must call the Village prior to 
work.

New Hazardous Waste
Disposal Program

The Village of Winnetka will be 
participating in a new hazardous 

waste disposal program that is 
affiliated with The Sold Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook County 
(SWANCC).  
      The program, which runs from 
May 1 through August 31, 2007, 
allows Winnetka residents to drop 
off expired prescription medications 
and used “sharps” (medical needles) 
at the Winnetka Fire Department, at 
428 Green Bay Road.  
      The Fire Department  will accept 
the disposal of residential medical 
waste items between 8:30 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m.   No commercial or 
institutional waste will be accepted.   
If you have additional questions, 
please call the 501-6029.  
       More 
information can 
be found at 
the SWANCC 
website:  www.
swancc.org or 
call 847-724-
9205.
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Winnetka’s Annual Spring Clean-Up 
Week will be held the week of April 

23 - 26.  
Scheduled pickups are: 
Mon., April 23 -- North of Tower Rd. 
Tues., April 24 -- Tower Rd. to Pine St. 
Wed., April 25 -- Pine St. to Willow Rd.
Thur., April 26 -- South of Willow Rd.
      The main purpose of this yearly rubbish 
pickup is to reduce fire hazards in the home.  
Anything that two men can reasonably 
lift into a truck will be removed from the 
parkway.  
      Yard waste, dirt, stone, construction 
materials/debris, logs, paint, paint 
thinner, stains, chemicals, gasoline, 

oil, pesticides or herbicides, and other 
liquids will not be picked up.  

      In order to minimize littering problems, 
the rubbish should be placed on residential 
parkways no earlier than the evening before 
the scheduled pickup, and no later than 7:00 
A.M. the day of the pickup.  There will be 
no call-backs if the material is not on the 
parkway by the scheduled time.

      This is an excellent opportunity to clean 
out your storage areas of materials that are 
flammable, thereby making a significant 
contribution to community fire safety.  If 
you have any questions, call the Public 
Works Department at 716-3568 Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

SPRING CLEAN-UP WEEK APRIL 23-26

This spring, the Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook 

County (SWANCC) is offering a 
more convenient way to recycle 
old computers and electronics. The 
new initiative is called the At Home 
Computer/Electronics Program, and 
provides pick-up service for electronic 
equipment.
     Since Winnetka is a member 
community, any resident can contact 
SWANCC at athome@swancc.org or 
847-724-9205 to arrange for a pick-up.  
Bi-weekly pick-ups will be scheduled 
from April 30 through August 31, 2007.  
For a $25 fee paid via credit or debit 
card, you can recycle up to 6 items per 
pick-up.  On the scheduled pick-up day, 
items must be placed on the front porch 
or steps by 7:30 a.m.  The driver is not 
permitted to enter the house.
      There is a 6 item limit per pick 
up - no individual item can exceed 
50 pounds!  Items accepted but not 
counted as “an item” are cell phones 
and calculators only.  
Items Accepted:

Desktop or 
Notebook 
computer systems 
(includes mouse, 
keyboard and 
power cords)
Monitor
Printer
Scanner
Fax machine
Electric typewriter
Answer Machine
Shredders
Postage machines
TV – max size 20” 
– no wood units

VHS/DVD Player
Boom Box
Stereo Equipment
Microwaves

Items Not Taken
Household 
appliances - large 
or small
Air Conditioners
Humidifiers
Dehumidifiers
Power Tools
Software, Disks, 
CD’s or DVD’s
Household 
Chemical Waste

NEW ELECTRONICS
 RECYCLING PROGRAM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 
SPRING CLEAN-UP WEEK 
APRIL 23 - 26, 2007
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The Fire Department will be flow-
testing fire hydrants during the 

months of May through September.  
       The testing will be conducted M-F, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning at the 
north end of Winnetka and continuing 
south until the testing is complete.
       Testing of hydrants helps to 
determine water system capacities, and 
aids in pre-planning for emergencies.   
Hydrants are also checked for 
visibility and accessibility to fire safety 
personnel.
        Sediment accumulations are 
removed from the system during 
the testing, which may cause water 
discoloration for a brief period of time 
after the flow test in your area.  While 
the water is safe to drink, it can discolor 
laundry. 

      If you experience discoloration 
of your water, run your faucet for 
approximately 20 minutes or until the 
discoloration subsides.  If the water does 
not become clear after following these 
procedures, contact the Water Department 
at 716-3558.

FIRE HYDRANT FLOW 
TESTING BEGINS IN MAY Statistics show that Barbeque grills 

cause an average of 900 home 
fires and 3,500 outdoor fires each 
year.  Gas grills have a higher fire risk 
than charcoal grills, with leaks and 
breaks in the gas cylinder or hose 
being the leading causes. The two 
leading causes of charcoal grill fires 

are placing combustibles too close to 
heat, and leaving cooking unattended.
       Position the grill well away 
from siding, deck railings and out 
from under eaves and overhanging 
branches. Keep it a safe distance 
from lawn games, play areas and foot 
traffic. 
       Keep children and pets away 
from the grill area by keeping a three-
foot “safe zone” around the grill.   
Periodically remove grease buildup 
from trays below the grill so it cannot 
be ignited by heat. 
Charcoal Grills
       Never add charcoal starter fluid 
when coals or kindling have already 
been ignited, and never use a 
flammable or combustible liquid other 
than charcoal starter fluid to get the 
fire going. 
Gas Grills
       If you smell gas while cooking, 
immediately get away from the grill 
and call the fire department. Do not 
attempt to move the grill. 
       All gas cylinders manufactured 
after April 2002 must have overfill 
protection devices (OPD) to shut off 
the flow of gas before capacity is 
reached.  OPD’s are easily identified 
by their triangular-shaped hand wheel. 

Airsoft guns are toy pellet guns 
that have very realistic details 

and resemble real firearms, but 
fire small plastic projectiles or 
miniature paintballs.  
      The guns are sold in both rifle 
and pistol forms, and are required 
by law to have a blaze orange 
tip.  Despite this precaution, the 
Winnetka Police Department 
warns that the resemblance of 
an airsoft gun to a lethal firearm 
presents a real danger.
       Although it may be legal to 
purchase these guns, Winnetka 
Village Code prohibits their 
discharge anywhere in the Village.  
Specifically prohibited is the 
discharge of any pneumatic gun 
which fires projectiles exceeding 
.18 inches in diameter.  Airsoft 
guns typically fire .24-inch 
diameter projectiles, while most 
sporting paintball guns fire .68-
inch projectiles.  
       Illinois State law prohibits 
children under 13 years of age 
from carrying any loaded air rifle 
on the public streets or highways.  
It is also unlawful for a person 
of any age to discharge an air 
rifle from or across any street, 
sidewalk, highway, or public place 
except on a safely constructed 
target range.
       Parents are strongly urged 
to consider the potential injuries 
or damage to property that these 
guns can cause, and the limitations 
on their legal use before making a 
decision to purchase one.

Website “Suggestion Box”
In response to the Caucus 
platform, the Village created a 
“Suggestion Box” on its website.  
It may be accessed either from 
“Quick Links” or from a link on the 
homepage.

       Use only equipment bearing 
the mark of an independent testing 
laboratory.  
       Never store propane gas 
cylinders in buildings or garages. If 
you store a gas grill inside during 
the winter, disconnect the cylinder 
and leave it outside. 

PRACTICE BARBEQUE SAFETY THIS SUMMER

AIRSOFT GUNS PROHIBITED
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The Winnetka Police Department 
reports that several North Shore 

condominiums have recently  been 
burglarized.  Most of these incidents 
occurred during the day.  Once the 
burglars gained entry to the building 
they usually forced open the door to 
the individual unit.
       The Police recommend that 
you take precautions to ensure 
your safety.  Do not allow any 
unauthorized people into the building, 
including holding the lobby door 
open for someone or buzzing in 
strangers.  When entering and leaving 
the garage, be sure the overhead door 
closes behind you.
       Communicate with your 
neighbors and watch out for each 
other, especially if you know your 
neighbors are away. 
       If you become aware of 
something that seems out of the 
ordinary  -- a stranger lurking about, 
items being moved out of a house or 
garage under unusual circumstances, 
a stranger asking vague questions, 
etc. -- call the police and tell them of 
your observations.  
     Burglars have been known to pose 
as contractors or workmen, with their 
vehicles parked nearby.
       Report any suspicious activities, 
people or telephone calls to the 
Winnetka Police Department 
immediately at 501-6034.  
      Help the Police Department 
to protect your home and possibly 
apprehend the offenders – do not wait 
until the next day to call.
       If you believe a crime is being 
committed, dial 9-1-1.  

Do you know what precautions 
to take when you go out of 

town?  How good are the locks on 
your doors and windows?  Does your 
shrubbery hide doorways or windows?  
Is your outdoor lighting adequate 
to discourage a would-be burglar 
from targeting your home?   Are you 

aware of the importance of placing 
identifying information on items of 
value and/or recording their serial 
numbers in case they are stolen?  (An 
engraving tool can be borrowed from 
the Winnetka Police Department.)

        If you aren’t sure of the answers 
to all of these questions, call the 
Winnetka Police Department’s Crime 
Prevention Unit and request a free 
security check of your residence. 

        An officer will conduct a 
survey of your property and make 
recommendations on how you can 
make the building more secure and 
reduce the opportunity of becoming 
the victim of a crime. 

        For more information or to 
schedule a survey, contact Sergeant 
Marc Hornstein at 716-3409.

The Winnetka Police Department 
provides a House Watch service 

to all Winnetka residents.  If you will 
be away from home for a few days 
to a few weeks, please let the Police 
Department know.  We are happy to 
provide you with a special watch on 
your home.
       Call the Department at 501-6034, 
stop by the Police Station, or download 
a form off the Village website www.
villageofwinnetka.org by clicking on 
the link for Forms/Police. 
       In addition to creating a safer 
environment for our community 
through preventive patrols, House 
Watch enables the Winnetka Police 
Department to get in touch with your 
emergency contact person if the need 
arises while you are away.  

Winnetka Police 
Department Warns 

Condo Owners
to be Alert

Let the Police Department Conduct a 
Security Survey of Your House

Village Tree
Planting Program
Trees provide many benefits 

to urban areas, and spring is 
a perfect time for planting.  The 
Village of Winnetka provides 
both a parkway and private prop-
erty tree planting program.  Park-
way planting is done for residents 
at no cost.  Private tree plantings 
are offered at reasonable rates.  
      For species and more info, 
call the Village Forester at 716-
3535.  A good way to celebrate 
Arbor Day on April 27 is to plant 
some trees.
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PINE & ELDORADO
BRIDGES SCHEDULED
FOR REHAB IN 2007

This summer, both the Pine 
and Eldorado Street bridges 

will be rehabilitated.  Work will 
begin on the Pine Street Bridge 
first, with the construction on the 
Eldorado Street Bridge phased in 
approximately two months later. 
     The rehabilitation for both 
bridges will include replacing the 
superstructure, replacement of the 
bridge deck, sub-structure repairs 
and roadway reconstruction with 
curb and gutter, sidewalks and 
placement of asphalt pavement 
on the bridges and bridge 
approaches.
     Since all the repairs need to be 
completed by mid-November, it will 

be necessary to perform some of 
the work simultaneously. 
       In an attempt to minimize the 
disruption to the community, the 
bridge work will be phased so that 
both bridges will only be closed at 
the same time for approximately 
two months.  

     Construction on the Pine Street 
Bridge is scheduled to begin 

in mid-May, with an estimated 
completion date of October 1.  
Construction on the Eldorado 
Street Bridge is scheduled to 
begin in July, with an estimated 
completion date of November 9.  
      Pine Street will be closed from 
Green Bay Road to the east side 
of the bridge.  Killian Court will 
remain open, being accessed  from 
the east from Pine Street
      Eldorado Street will also be 
closed from Green Bay Road to 
the east side of the bridge.  
  The detour route will consist of 
redirecting traffic to either the Elm 
Street or Tower Road Bridges.
      If you have any questions 
regarding these projects, 
please contact the Public Works 
Department at 716-3568.

Reconstruction - Replacement 
or new installation of concrete 
curbs, pavement excavation 
and replacement where 
necessary, asphalt surfacing, 
and restoration. 

Rehabilitation – Milling the 
existing surface, repairing 
curbs where needed, and 
resurfacing.
* Includes new storm sewer 
and new sidewalk
Residents of streets affected 
by this work will receive more 
detailed information, including 
scheduling, once the contracts 
have been bid and awarded. 
Questions can be directed to the 
Public Works Department at 
716-3568.

SUMMER STREET CONSTRUCTION PLANNED

The Village will be undertaking a number of  
construction projects during 2007, including:

Street From To Type of Work
Berkeley Ave. Willow Rd. Oak Street Reconstruction
Glendale Ave. Willow Rd. Oak Street Reconstruction
Scott Ave. Grove St. Vernon Ave. Reconstruction
Spruce St. Hibbard Rd. Berkeley Ave. Reconstruction
Burr Ave. Westmoor Rd. Laurel Ave. Rehabilitation
Rosewood Ave. Willow Rd. Pine Street Rehabilitation
Walnut St. Hawthorne Ln. Spruce St. Rehabilitation
Indian Hill-P East End Winnetka Ave. Rehabilitation
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The Village continues to work at 
reducing the incidence of basement 

flooding.  Some solutions include 
replacement, repair, or lining of sewers, 
and inspecting private residences to locate 
and disconnect sources of stormwater 
flooding to the sanitary sewer systems. 
While these actions will continue to 
reduce the incidence of basement flooding, 
the Village cannot guarantee that this will 
completely elimanate it. In order to protect 
basements it is necessary for homeowners 
to retrofit their homes with overhead 
sewers, or with an appropriate backflow 
prevention system. 

Overhead Sewers.
Overhead sewer is a construction 
technique whereby the sewer line exiting 
the house is elevated above the basement 
floor. Any fixtures in the basement, such 
as laundry tubs, toilets, or floor drains, 
are then discharged up to the sewer line 
by means of a pump. All plumbing above 
the basement level discharges to the sewer 
line by gravity. This protects a basement 
by isolating all of the plumbing fixtures, 
including the floor drains, from the sewer 
system, so that when backups occur, no 
sewage can enter a house below the first 
floor level. Overhead sewer has been 
required on all new houses since 1970, 
and is something that can in many cases 
be constructed in retrofit. It is the most 
effective method of protecting a basement 
from sewer backups; however, it can be 
costly. Anyone interested in installing an 
overhead sewer system should contact 
reputable plumbers for advice and price 
quotations. 

Anti-Backup Devices.
Anti-backup devices consist of a one-
way valve that allows sewage to flow out 
of a house, but prevents it from flowing 
back in. There are many different types 
of installation; in general, an automatic 
system, with a pump, located outside 
of the house, will provide the best level 

Water restrictions are 
imposed by the Village 

as required by the State of 
Illinois.  Sprinkling is allowed only 
between the hours of 5 AM to 11 
AM, and 5 PM to 11 PM.  

      Sprinkling during otherwise 
prohibited hours may be 
permitted for a limited time 
with special approval by the 
Director of the Water & Electric 
Department, for newly seeded 
or sod areas, and for the annual 
activation or repair of sprinkler 
systems.  

      Call 847-716-3558 for more 
information, or email: bkeys@
winnetka.org.

of protection.  Anyone interested in 
installing a backflow prevention system 
should contact reputable plumbers for 
advice and price quotations. In some 
cases, homeowners may be eligible for 
reimbursement of 50% of the cost of 
installing an anti-backup device, up to a 
maximum of $2,500. Please contact the 
Public Works Department at 716-3568 
with any questions you may have on 
sources or solutions to basement flooding.

Sprinkler Regulations 
Start May 15

REDUCE THE RISK OF BASEMENT FLOODING

For the fourteenth year, Winnetka has 
been named a Tree City USA by the 

National Arbor Day Foundation.  The 
Tree City USA program is sponsored by 
the National Arbor Day Foundation in 
cooperation with the National Association 
of State Foresters and the USDA Forest 

Service.  It recognizes communities that 
have proven their commitment to an 
effective, ongoing community forestry 
program that is marked by renewal and 
improvement.           
       To become a Tree City USA, a 
community must meet four standards; it 
must have a tree board or department, a tree 
care ordinance, a comprehensive community 
forestry program, and it must hold an Arbor 
Day observance.  
       “Trees in our cities and towns help clean 
the air, conserve soil and water, moderate 
temperature, and bring nature into our daily 
lives.  Trees are a vital component of the 
infrastructure in our cities and towns, and 
provide environmental and economical 
benefits,” says John Rosenow, President of 
the National Arbor Day Foundation.  
       A Special Thanks to Winnetka’s citizens for 
supporting the Village’s Forestry program!

WINNETKA NAMED
TREE CITY USA
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The Winnetka Way
by Edmund C. Woodbury, Village President

On a recent plane flight to Australia I 
found myself with a little extra time 

to catch up on some reading.  My family 
can tell you that I am not well known for 
picking up books, but this time I took 
along Winnetka: The Biography of a 
Village, by Caroline Thomas Harnsberger.  
The book talks about Winnetka’s history 
ranging from the Schmidt-Burnham log 
cabin and our early settlers, to the history 
of our schools, parks and other community 
institutions – an interesting read for those 
who want to learn about our community.  
     I have been fascinated by the history 
of our community since the first day I 
took the train from the Elm Street station.  
On that commute I noticed a subtle sign 
espousing ‘The Winnetka Way’.  I recall 
thinking: what is this about?  Great 
schools, parks and libraries, fine shops and 
restaurants, a beautiful lakefront and easy

access to Chicago?  The answer is easily 
‘yes’ – The Winnetka Way and Winnetka 
itself embodies all of these.
     For most of us though The Winnetka 
Way is also about our less tangible 
assets.  It is about our community.  The 
Memorial Day ceremonies, Children’s 
Fair, 4th of July parade, family activities 
and the generosity and friendships of 
our neighbors – these represent the true 
essence of our community.  They are times 
when we come together to share the life 
we have in common.
     A simple, elegant symbol of The 
Winnetka Way also grabbed me late last 
year.  While driving on Christmas Eve, 
I passed through a few block area of 
Linden Street extending from Willow to 
Cherry.  This neighborhood was brightly 
decorated with holiday luminaria lining 
the sidewalks on both sides of the street.  
The image recalled a passage from the 
biography of Winnetka, which talked 
about early stagecoach service along

the Green Bay Trail (Sheridan Road) 
– travelers knew they had arrived in 
Winnetka because of the lanterns that 
were placed in the windows of homes.  
The luminaria on that night connected 
this neighborhood together, but more 
importantly, they connected it with the 
rich history of our community; which is 
indeed The Winnetka Way.

Editor’s note: The Village Council invites you to 
submit your stories about the positive aspects of 
Winnetka. Please email submissions to winnetka-
way@winnetka.org.


