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To conclude Fire Prevention Week, the 
Winnetka Fire and Police Departments will 
host an open house on Saturday, October 15. 
All area residents are invited to visit the Public 
Safety Building (428 Green Bay Road) from 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. This much-anticipated 
annual event is an excellent way for residents 
to tour both departments and connect with 
their Public Safety Team. 

Attendees will have a chance to watch 
members of the Fire Department demonstrate 
a vehicle extrication. Other activities include operating a fire hose, a fire extinguisher 
simulator, and tours of the police station. Members of the Fire and Police Departments 
will be on hand to show residents the various apparatus and answer any questions. 
Food and refreshments will be provided for those attending. 

The Open House is a longstanding annual tradition of many years, and has proven to 
be a fun time for all. Mark your calendars for this fun event – your public safety team 
hopes to see you there! If you have any questions, please call the Fire Department  
at 847-501-6029. 

Fire and Police Open House
Saturday, October 15 @ 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

The community enjoys the 2015 Open House

Curbside Leaf Collection Begins October 17
Winnetka’s annual curbside leaf collection program will run from Monday, October 17 until 
Monday, November 28. Under this program, residents may rake their leaves to the parkway 
just inside the edge of the curb for collection by the Village. 

Please do not rake leaves into the streets. This creates a hazard, as leaves are slippery when 
wet; and also can clog storm sewers, leading to flooded streets and yards. 

Collection crews will begin in the northwest corner of town along Scott Avenue, and 
work their way south, west of Green Bay Road. When the west side of town is completed, 
collection will commence in the southeast portion of town and work north, east of 
Green Bay Road. When one such round is complete, crews begin again and continue in 
a like manner. The time needed to complete a round varies; however, the Village aims to 
complete 6 to 8 rounds during the length of the program. 

Leaves must be placed on the parkway no later than 7:00 AM daily and by the last day of 
collection. Leaves placed out after the program ends must be placed in Winnetka yard 
waste bags or in plain paper yard waste bags with a Village yard waste sticker affixed.  These 
bags should weigh no more than 70 pounds when filled and will be collected as part of the 
regular curbside yard waste program. Bags and stickers are available for $2.00 each at the 
Grand Food Center or Lakeside Foods. 

Published by the  
Village of Winnetka 

continued on page 3
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Across the nation, the public focus is on the upcoming Presidential 
Election; here in Winnetka, we are preoccupied with stormwater 
management. Following the devastating storm and flooding of 
July 23, the Village Council took immediate action: we reinstated 
funding for the Backflow Prevention Program, which was defunded 
in 2013 by a previous Council; we adopted a Resolution waiving 
building permit fees for flood restoration work; and released an 
online survey to collect valuable flood information from residents. The Council’s October 
Study Session will be devoted to a discussion with Strand Associates about possible 
immediate steps to provide short-term flood relief, until cooperation from the Cook County 
Forest Preserve District and other land owners in Winnetka is secured for the larger objective 
of providing comprehensive flood risk reduction. More about stormwater can be found  
on page 5.

Another topic of great interest in the Village is the One Winnetka preliminary planned 
development application, which will be discussed by the Council at the September 20 
Regular Meeting. At a well-attended special Council Meeting on July 27, the developer 
presented a revised proposal, followed by extensive public comment. The Council had  
some final requests for the developer, and expects that after a final discussion and remaining 
public comment, a vote will be taken on whether to grant preliminary approval for  
the project.

After nearly a year of work, Winnetka’s Downtown Master Plan is complete! On August 
29, the public was able to view the draft plan at a launch party prior to the final Steering 
Committee meeting. The Council will review and discuss the draft plan at its September 
Study Session. For more on the Downtown Master Plan, turn to page 7. 

The Village launched several technological upgrades over the summer; notably the release 
of a new mobile-friendly website; and a long-awaited program that allows the use of credit 
cards for utility payments. Read more about these developments on page 5.

Winnetka played host to some outstanding community events over the summer, including 
the North Shore Art League’s Art in the Village art fair, Independence Day festivities 
celebrating our nation’s birthday; the Sidewalk Sale/Let Loose on Lincoln; and a Wednesday 
night concert series in Hubbard Woods Park.

Village staff is currently assembling their recommended departmental budgets for the 2017 
fiscal year, which begins on January 1, 2017. The Village Council will meet in October and 
November to review these recommendations. The Budget meetings are open to the public, 
and I encourage you to engage and offer your input on the development of our 2017 
Budget.  As always, we remain committed to providing the high quality services residents 
and business owners expect. After the Budget discussions are concluded, a Public Hearing 
will be scheduled before final action is taken in mid-November. Please visit the Village’s 
website at villageofwinnetka.org for up-to-date news. 

It is my privilege to serve you.

E. Gene Greable 
Village President

The Village is currently taking requests for the Fall Parkway Tree-Planting Program. 
Under this program, various species of 2 ½-inch diameter trees are planted in suitable 
parkway areas, at no cost to residents. Larger diameter sizes are available, but adjacent 
homeowners are responsible for the cost difference. The deadline for planting requests is 
October 7, 2016. For more information, contact the Village Forester at 847-716-3535,  
or jstier@winnetka.org. 

Each year the Winnetka Fire Department 
promotes fire prevention education during Fire 
Prevention Week. This tradition was established 
in October of every year to commemorate the 
Great Chicago Fire that occurred on October 
8th 1871. Fire prevention activities are held in 
communities throughout the nation. Winnetka 
participates each year in hopes of keeping the 
public informed about the importance of fire 
prevention. School presentations will take place 
Monday through Friday with various fire safety 
topics covered.

This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
“Don’t Wait – Check the Date! Replace Smoke 
Alarms Every 10 Years,” represents the final year 
of our three-year effort to educate the public 
about basic but essential elements of smoke 
alarm safety.

Why focus on smoke alarms three years in a 
row? Because NFPA’s survey data shows that the 
public has many misconceptions about smoke 
alarms, which may put them at increased risk 
in the event of a home fire. For example, only a 
small percentage of people know how old their 
smoke alarms are, or how often they need to  
be replaced.

As a result of those and related findings, we’re 
addressing smoke alarm replacement this year 
with a focus on these key messages:

•	 Smoke alarms should be replaced  
every 10 years.

•	 Make sure you know how old all the  
smoke alarms are in your home.

•	 To find out how old a smoke alarm is,  
look at the date of manufacture on  
the back of the alarm; the alarm should  
be replaced 10 years from that date.

A Message from E. Gene Greable, 
the Village President

2016 Fall Tree Planting 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org
http://villageofwinnetka.org
mailto:jstier%40winnetka.org?subject=
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Below is a summary of key actions recently  
taken by the Village Council. To learn more 
about agenda items, visit the Village website: 
villageofwinnetka.org.

June 7, 2016:  Strand Associates presented the 
Final Concept Report of the Stormwater Alternatives 
Study for Western and Southwestern Winnetka. 
Strand was hired by the Village to evaluate 
Winnetka’s western watershed for stormwater 
management and flood control opportunities. 
Project Manager Mike Waldron reviewed watershed 
boundaries and topographical information, and 
confirmed modeling demonstrating the depth of 
floods in 2011. Strand recommends a four-phase 
Concept Vision costing an estimated $57.7 million.  
After hearing extensive public questions and 
comments, the Council adjourned the meeting,  
and the discussion was continued until the  
June 14 Study Session.

June 14, 2016:  The Council again discussed Strand 
Associates’ Final Concept Report. The Trustees 
agreed that the recommendations are on the right 
track and technically solid. After another round of 
public comment, the Council directed Strand to 
develop phasing for several fast-track projects and 
to submit a proposal to identify flood reduction 
opportunities for those homes not included in the 
Concept Vision.

June 21, 2016.:  The Winnetka Park District 
presented its Winnetka Waterfront 2030 Lakefront 
Master Plan. The plan has been two years in the 
making, and was partially funded by a grant from 
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

July 12, 2016:  The Council heard a refuse and 
recycling analysis from the Environmental & Forestry 
Commission. It was noted that the property tax levy 
has not fully covered the cost of refuse collection 
since 1996, and overages for the program are taken 
from the General Fund. The Council discussed 
opportunities to encourage the public to reduce 
what it puts into the waste stream, requested more 
cost information, and approved researching a 
possible joint refuse program with Glencoe.

Council Action Summary

The urban forest in 2016 has seen an increase 
of insect and disease problems. Many of these 
problems are associated with changing weather 
patterns, especially since the severe drought 
of 2012. Stressed trees are more susceptible to 
insect and disease problems.

Oak trees are one of many tree species suffering 
increasing losses due to weather, insects and 
diseases. Oaks and other trees suffered root 
loss due to alternating drought and periodic 
severe flooding over the past few years. Root 
loss stresses trees and leaves them vulnerable 

to boring insects like the Two-lined Chestnut Borer. This insect lays eggs in stressed oak 
trees. Young larvae feed under the bark and cause girdling of the tree’s water and food 
conducting vascular system. The girdling causes many oak trees to die from the top 
down and can lead to eventual total tree mortality in just a few years.

Bur Oaks are susceptible to a new disease in Illinois, Bur Oak Blight, a fungus that enters 
on leaves. Cool, wet rainy spring weather conditions as the Village has been having the 
last few years helps promote ideal fungus-growing conditions. As summer progresses, 
leaves will discolor, distort and drop prematurely, starting in the bottom branches of the 
tree. Over a few years, affected trees will have branch dieback and can eventually die 
from the fungus invasion.

The best prevention against insects and disease is proper tree care. Water when dry 
conditions prevail – which would be when no rain falls for two or more weeks in the 
growing seasons. Some insecticide treatments to control borers can be applied as a 
preventative by certified arborists. Some fertilizers and growth regulators help improve 
tree root growth.  

If you have any questions or need further information. Contact the Village Forester at 
847-716-3535.

Urban Forest Under Attack

Curbside Leaf Collection Begins October 17

2016/17 Winnetka Village Council

Water your trees to help keep them resistant 
to pests

continued on page 5

Continued from cover:

Please follow these guidelines to ensure safe and efficient service: 
Rake leaves into a pile(s) on the parkway parallel to the curb but not in the street to reduce 
hazards and enable crews to move quickly and efficiently. 

•	 Remove stones, litter, branches or other landscape debris. Piles containing these 
items cannot be collected, as they can damage equipment and injure workers. 

•	 Avoid placing leaves in front of storm drains or utility covers. 

•	 Avoid piling leaves around cars, boulders, fire hydrants, trees or posts. 

•	 Avoid parking on top or adjacent to the leaf piles. 

•	 Do not rake to alleys or service roads. 

Leaf piles that are mixed with grass trimmings, branches, brush or other yard waste will not 
be collected. They must be bagged for collection as part of the regular curbside yard waste 
program.  For more information, call the Public Works Department at 847-716-3568.

Week of November 21 -25, 2016 
Monday & Tuesday collection will be as usual.
Thursday collection will be Wednesday.
Friday collection will be as usual

Holiday Refuse/Recycling for Thanksgiving Week

http://villageofwinnetka.org


At the August 2 Regular Council Meeting, 
Public Works Director/Village Engineer 
Steve Saunders reviewed events from the 
severe storms of July 23 that caused serious 
flooding in Winnetka after producing nearly 
five inches of rain over a six-hour period.

Mr. Saunders reported that a few properties 
were still subject to overland flooding 
in areas that were helped by recent 
stormwater improvements in northeastern Winnetka.  
The Village is working to understand the factors which 
contributed to lingering flooding in these areas.

Despite sanitary sewer repairs that were completed in eight sewer 
basins since 2011 there were still a number of backups reported 
after the July storm.  It is unclear whether Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District (MWRD) sewer intercepts in Winnetka are 
surcharging and contributing to basement backups.  A regional 
inflow/infiltration study by the MWRD is anticipated to be released 
this fall, and is expected to provide information to guide the 
Village’s efforts in remediating basement backups.

Mr. Saunders reported that the Strand Associates Final Concept 
Report for Winnetka’s western drainage basins relies heavily on 
cooperation with the Cook County Forest Preserve District. Since 
this process will necessarily take significant time, Strand is currently 
working to identify portions of improvements contained its Final 
Report that could be swiftly designed and implemented in an 

effort to bring faster relief to portions of 
the project area. Their report is expected 
to be considered this fall, in time to 
consider funding any such projects for 
implementation in 2017.

Finally, the Village Council approved a 
measure reinstating funding for the Village’s 
Backflow Prevention Program, and passed a 
Resolution eliminating building permit fees 
for storm-related repair work and backflow 
prevention systems.

At the August 16 Regular Council Meeting, Mr. Saunders reported 
that his office has received approximately 40 inquiries about the 
Backflow Prevention Program. He recommended adding more 
funds for the program to ensure the interested homeowners can 
benefit from the program. The Council unanimously approved the 
recommendation, and added $50,000 to fully fund the program 
through the end of 2016.

The Council also approved extending the Backflow Prevention 
Program’s benefits retroactively to qualified homeowners who 
installed systems during the three years the program was 
defunded. Those who had applications pending at the time the 
program was defunded will be reimbursed first, and staff was 
directed to bring back information on how many other people 
would qualify for retroactive cost-sharing, based on a search of 
building permit applications.

Residents draining their 
pools are required to remove 
chlorine prior to emptying 
the water. Chlorinated water 
discharged directly to surface 
waters, roadways or storm 
sewers has an adverse impact 
on local water quality, since 
concentrations of chlorine are 
toxic to wildlife and fish. 

The Village recommends the following measures:

1. �De-chlorinate the water in the pool through mechanical or 
chemical means – products are readily available at local stores. 
Allow pool water to sit at least 2 days in the sun, and without 

further addition of chlorine or bromine. It is recommended that 
the chlorine level be tested to ensure safe levels (below 0.1 mg/l).

2. �Drain the pool over a period of several days – pool discharge 
should be directed across your lawn, not down your driveway or 
into nearby storm sewer inlets. Winnetka’s storm sewer system 
leads directly to wetlands, streams, lakes or rivers.

These recommendations are based on guidance from the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency. Visit epa.state.il.us/water 
for additional information. You may also contact the Village of 
Winnetka Public Works Department at 847-716-3568. Please  
do your part to help promote cleaner wetlands, streams, lakes  
and rivers.
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Council Offers Assistance to Homeowners Affected by July Flooding

Follow Pool Drainage Rules to Protect Groundwater

Winnetka Welcomes New Businesses

Neopolitan moved to 
an expanded location 
at 560 Chestnut Street 

Relocated Businesses
Neapolitan	 560 Chestnut

OPENING SOON
My Eye Doctor 	 910 Green Bay Road

Athene	 837 Elm Street

Vivid Art Gallery	 895 Green Bay Road

Mirani’s At Home	 567 Lincoln

Core Power Yoga	 850 Green Bay Road

Funding was reinstated 
for the Backflow 
Prevention Program

Chlorinated Water is Toxic to Plant  
and Wildlife

http://www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/index
http://www.villageofwinnetka.org


The Winnetka Finance Department went live 
with an online credit card utility bill payment 
system on Monday, June 18. Most customers 
will be able to access a secure online utility 
account portal where they can not only make 
payments, but also download copies of bills 
and review usage data.

Customers simply need their utility account 
number and last name (as it appears on 
their bill) to login. The online payment 
system accepts American Express, Discover, 

Mastercard, and VISA credit cards. For security 
purposes, credit card information is not 
stored by the Village and customer payment 
information is SSL encrypted by our merchant 
services provider.

Note:  There are no fees associated with 
paying your utility bill online. However, certain 
wholesale or high-volume customers will 
be unable to use this service. If you require 
assistance accessing your online utility account, 
please contact Utility Billing at 847-446-9550.

Last fall, the Village engaged Strand Associates to re-evaluate the Village’s western 
drainage basins for creative, cost-effective stormwater improvements for the 100-year 
event. Last June, the Village Council discussed Strand’s final report, which identified 
potential stormwater management and flood control opportunities. This proposed 
four-phase Vision consists of 15 discrete stormwater storage and conveyance 
projects, water quality improvement projects, and distributed green infrastructure 
improvements. If fully implemented, the projects in this Vision would significantly 
reduce the number of homes in the watershed that are at risk of flooding during the 
design event.

The Village Council identified two 
follow-up actions for Strand and 
Village staff. First, a key project in the 
proposed Vision is a restoration and 
improvement of land west of Hibbard 
Road and north of Winnetka Avenue for 
use as storage for a significant amount 
of stormwater. This property is owned 
by the Forest Preserve District of Cook 
County, and there are still a number 
of details that need to be addressed 
before the concept could be presented 
to the Forest Preserve District Board 
of Commissioners for approval. The Council directed Strand and Village staff to work 
with the Forest Preserve to identify and resolve key issues, so the Village can focus 
on implementation and funding plans for the remaining portions of the Vision with 
confidence in its ultimate effectiveness. During several meetings with Forest Preserve 
staff, issues related to water storage, water quality, long-term maintenance, and Forest 
Preserve improvements have been discussed, and details are being developed. 

Second, recognizing that full implementation of the Vision is a long-term effort, the 
Council directed Strand Associates to re-evaluate the project phasing to determine 
if portions of the Vision could be implemented relatively quickly. This could provide 
some level of early relief to areas affected by flooding. Strand will present its evaluation 
of early implementation alternatives to the Village Council in October.

The Village is conducting an online survey aimed at gathering accurate information 
about basement flooding during the July 23 storm; of particular interest are incidents 
of sanitary sewer backups. It is hoped that this community-wide survey will provide 
information to help with the Village’s evaluation of its sanitary sewer system, with an 
eye towards planning for possible future improvements.

All Winnetka residents should have received a postcard in the mail publicizing the 
survey and providing the survey URL. The survey can be found at: surveymonkey.
com/r/july2016floodsurvey. The Village appreciates the cooperation of residents in 
responding to the survey before the September 19 deadline.

July 27, 2016:  This meeting was devoted 
to a discussion of the One Winnetka Planned 
Development Preliminary Application. The 
developer presented a revised plan, and the 
Village’s financial consultants from CBRE confirmed 
that the proposal in its revised form will provide 
substantial benefits to Winnetka. The amended 
proposal also eliminates a request for public 
funding. After exhaustive public questions and 
comments were heard, the Council continued the 
matter to its September 20 Regular Meeting.

August 2, 2016:  Public Works Director Steve 
Saunders presented the facts surrounding the  
July 23 storm and subsequent flooding, describing 
the Village’s response. There was an extensive 
public comment period, and then the Council 
unanimously supported reinstating funding for  
the Backflow Prevention Program. The Council  
also voted to waive building permit fees for  
storm repairs.

August 16, 2016:  The Council approved 
a request for extra funding for the Backflow 
Prevention Program, due to the amount of 
community interest in this cost-sharing program. 
The Village’s auditor, Ron Amen, of Lauterbach & 
Amen, presented the 2015 audit. Mr. Amen noted 
that the Village is once again in a strong financial 
position, and retains its Aaa bond rating.

September 6, 2016:  Most of Winnetka’s water 
distribution system was installed in the early 
1900’s. Last December, the Council engaged Burns 
& McDonnell to develop a prioritization plan for 
replacement of aging water infrastructure, and 
also to perform a rate study to identify payment 
options. The Council heard the preliminary report 
on the water main replacement plan and rate 
study, and concluded that more comparable data 
and financial information is needed before any 
further steps can be taken.

Council Action Summary
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Village of Winnetka Accepts Online Credit Card Payments for Utility Bills

Flood Risk Reduction Remains a Top Priority Continued from page 3:

The Village appreciates flood survey responses

http://surveymonkey.com/r/july2016floodsurvey
http://surveymonkey.com/r/july2016floodsurvey


A Message from the Police Chief

Don’t Invite Danger - Lock It or Lose It! 
Six Winnetka automobiles have been stolen this summer. All 
of the vehicles were left unlocked with the keys and/or key 
fobs left inside. Numerous other unlocked vehicles have been 
burglarized. 

These crimes are part of a pattern committed by dangerous 
criminals linked to Chicago street gangs. Criminals have found 
“easy pickings” in Winnetka and other suburbs, regularly locating 
unlocked vehicles with keys inside. Valuables are often taken 
from unlocked vehicles even if keys are not found. In some cases, 
garage door openers were used to enter and burglarize homes. 
Force is rarely used to enter a locked vehicle.

These criminals are frequently armed, flee from police when 
confronted and often crash vehicles, resulting in injury. Stolen 
vehicles are frequently used in the commission of violent crimes 
such as armed robberies, car-jackings and shootings. 

One car recently stolen in 
Winnetka was recovered with 
extensive damage, including 
multiple bullet holes. We are 
asking all citizens to recognize 
the dangers associated with 
leaving vehicles unlocked or 
keys and fobs left inside.

Winnetka Police are 
collaborating with other law 
enforcement agencies and have 
increased patrols in order to 
address this threat.  However, 
arrests alone will not solve this 
problem. The prevention of 
these crimes requires your  
help and a change in some  
bad habits.

Please:
•	 Lock your vehicles.

•	 Remove valuables from view.

•	 Never leave keys / fobs in a car.

•	 Lock your home and garage.

Call 911 immediately to report any suspicious activity.
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Change your clocks and smoke alarm batteries 
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday November 6, at 2:00 AM. 
In addition to setting back your clock Saturday evening this is a 
great time to replace the batteries in the smoke and CO detectors 
throughout your home to ensure they are in proper working 
condition. If your detectors happen to be more than ten years old, 
consider replacing them to ensure maximum safety. 

If your smoke alarms 
are connected to a 
monitoring system or 
panel, please make sure 
you contact your alarm 
company prior to doing 
any maintenance work 
on them.

The Winnetka Fire Department urges you to keep your family 
protected year round by adequate home safety measures are  
in place. If you have questions, or would like to schedule a home 
safety inspection, please call the Winnetka Fire Department at  
847-501-6029.

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 6

Fall Back November 6

Protect yourself against theft

Halloween Trick-or-Treat Hours
Halloween “Trick or Treat” Hours for Monday, October 31,  
will be from the end of school until dusk.

Participating homeowners are 
encouraged to leave an outside 
light on to let children know 
they are welcome to visit. 
Motorists - please drive 

carefully and observe the 
rules of the road.

Early Voting Begins  
Monday, October 24
With Election Day just 
around the corner, The Cook 
County Clerk would like to 
remind voters of upcoming 
dates and details.

Early Voting begins 
October 24. Grace Period 
Registration and Voting, which extends the registration period by 
allowing unregistered voters to register and vote from October 
12 until November 7, is offered at the Clerk’s downtown office 
and at five suburban offices. 

Any registered suburban Cook County voter may also request  
a mail ballot. Applying to vote by mail online can take less than  
a minute. 

Please check the Clerk’s website at: cookcountyclerk.com for 
information about voting by mail; Early Voting and Grace Period 
voting hours and locations; and for continuous election updates. 

Motorists, watch for trick or treaters during Village hours

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org
http://cookcountyclerk.com


Village Proudly Announces Arrival of Downtown Master Plan

2017 Budget Planning is Underway
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Just under a year in the making, Winnetka’s first Downtown Master 
Plan (DMP) — focusing on Elm Street, Hubbard Woods, and Indian 
Hill business districts — has arrived. On August 29, 2016, Teska 
Associates and the DMP Steering Committee hosted a Preview 
Party to showcase the draft plan document to the community and 
celebrate all of the contributions that make such a plan possible. 
Following the Preview Party, the Steering Committee conducted its 
final review and voted to advance the DMP to the Village Council 
for consideration.

The DMP was guided by an eleven-member Steering Committee, 
which was also supported by over 70 participating Working 
Group members. In addition, the 
community participated throughout 
the process — attending workshops 
and discussion and sharing their 
visions for the future through polls, 
chalkboards, and online forums. 
Without these critical contributions, 
this project would not have been 
possible.

In the Steering Committee’s August 
2016 letter to the Village Council 
they appropriately noted, “This is not 
the end of the process. While our 
work is done, yours is just beginning. 
These recommendations covered 
a lot of ground — literally and 

figuratively. Our hope is that this Plan gives the seven of you, future 
council members, staff, developers and others the tools to guide, 
build and invigorate our downtowns for years to come.”

Meg Benson, the Steering Committee Chair, and Michael Blue 
of Teska Associates presented the Plan to the Village Council on 
September 13, 2016. They provided an overview of the process, 
highlighting the public outreach, tools, and events; the individual 
district Vision Statements; lessons learned; key recommendations 
from each Plan chapter; and the DMP Action Plan.

The Village Council expressed thanks to the Steering Committee, 
Working Groups, Teska Associates 
and most importantly, the 
community’s contributions. They 
concurred with the conceptual 
findings of the Plan and anticipated 
working together to identify action 
items for implementation in 2017. 
It is anticipated the Council will 
formally adopt the DMP at its 
October 18 Regular Meeting. In 
addition, a discussion of the action 
items will take place in October 
during the Fiscal Year 2017 Budget 
process, so that funding can  
be secured.

To view the draft DMP, please visit: 
winnetkadowntownplan.com.

Village staff has begun preparing the 2017 Annual Budget, which 
establishes the spending plan for achieving strategic goals 
established by the Village Council. Departmental budgets are 
prepared using a “zero-based budgeting method” in which all 
expenses, even recurring expenses, must be justified anew each 
year. This ensures the efficient allocation of resources, since it 
is based on needs and benefits rather than history. There are a 
number of key issues affecting the 2017 budget, including:

•	 Stormwater Management / Flood Reduction Initiatives

•	 Intergovernmental Cooperation to Control Costs

•	 Aging Infrastructure

•	 Increased Pension Funding Requirements

•	 Downtown Redevelopment

•	 Threatened Revenues Due to the State  
of Illinois Budget Impasse

This year, the Finance Department will prepare the final budget 
document in accordance with standards presented by the 
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA). In a bid to 
win the GFOA distinguished budget award, the Village will 
satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective budget 
presentation, including a more detailed Capital Improvement Plan, 
comprehensive information on Village fund balances and fund 

balance targets, historical property tax information, more graphics, 
and an easy-to-navigate online document.

The Village is committed to proposing a budget that continues 
Winnetka’s long-standing practice of controlling operating costs 
while investing in capital improvements and infrastructure repairs. 
The 2017 budget will be balanced – routine annual operating 
expenses will be fully funded by routine annual operating revenues, 
and will not rely on debt service or any one-time revenue sources.

The Village Council will review the proposed Annual Budget  
at public meetings on October 20, 25, 27, and, if necessary,  
on November 1. The 
public is encouraged 
to attend the 
Budget meetings 
as well as the final 
public hearing on 
the budget, which 
scheduled for 
November 15.

Members of the public get a first look at the Plan

Each year, Winnetka passes 
a balanced budget

http://winnetkadowntownplan.com
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Police/Fire/Paramedics Emergency	 911
Police (Non-Emergency)	 847-501-6034
Fire (Non-Emergency)	 847-501-6029
Electric or Water Outages	 847-501-2531
Refuse and Recycling Collection	 847-716-3568
Manager/Finance Department	 847-501-6000
Public Works Department	 847-716-3568
Utility Department	 847-716-3558
Utility Billing Services	 847-446-9550
Community Development Department	 847-716-3576

Village President
E. Gene Greable	 847-446-6356

Village Trustees
Andrew Cripe	 847-441-8055
William Krucks	 847-446-5577
Penfield Lanphier	 847-441-8995
Scott Myers	 847-441-6560
Christopher Rintz	 847-441-5758
Kristin Ziv	 847-501-4457

October 4 – Regular Meeting
October 11 – Study Session
October 18 – Regular Meeting
October 20 – Budget Meeting
October 25 – Budget Meeting
October 27 – Budget Meeting
November 1 – Regular Meeting
November 8 – Study Session
November 15 – Regular Meeting

Meetings start at 7 PM at Village Hall, 510 Green Bay Road

All agenda materials are available at the Reference Desk at the 
Winnetka Library, in the Manager’s Office at Village Hall (2nd floor), 
or on the Village’s website: villageofwinnetka.org (click on the 
“Meetings & Agendas” button).

Meetings are rebroadcast on Comcast Channel 10 and AT&T Uverse 
Channel 99 every night at 7 PM. Webcasts of the meeting may also 
be viewed on the Village’s web site: villageofwinnetka.org (click 
“Watch Council Meetings Online”).

Village Hall will be closed Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25  
for the Thanksgiving holiday.  

Postal Customer
Winnetka, Illinois 60093
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