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Winnetka Environmental and Forestry Commission
Notice of Regular Meeting
December 08, 2021

The Winnetka Environmental and Forestry Commission will convene on Wednesday, December 08, 2021 in the Village
Council Chambers, 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, IL at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda
Call to Order
Presenter Dowding

1) Introduction & Chair's Remarks

2) Public Comment

3) Review and Approval of Minutes
Presenter Dowding

a. Approval of the November 10, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes

4) New Business/Old Business Updates
Presenter Kunkle

a. Existing Conditions Report for 2040 Comprehensive Plan

Summary: Lakota — Planning Commission Interaction

i.
Presenter Dowding

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Climate Action Plan (CAP)

b.
Municipal Resolution Endorsing the 2021 CAP for the Chicago Region Update

i.
ii. Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)
Naperville Energy and Sustainability Task Force (NEST) and Clean Energy Alliance

C.
of Naperville (CLEAN)
Presenter Kunkle

d. Sustainable Materials Management
Presenter Puga

e. Waste Collection Totals

5) Communications
a. Approval of January Communication Iltems Presenter Puga
b. Discussion of February Communication Items Presenter Puga
Presenter Puga

c. Discussion of November Communication ltems

6) Committee/Staff Reports
7) Open Forum

8) Adjournment

Posted Time and Date

NOTICE

All agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org (Government > Council Information > Agenda Packets & Minutes); the
Reference Desk at the Winnetka Library; or in the Manager’s Office at Village Hall (2" floor). The Village of Winnetka, in compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities who require certain accommodations to allow them to
observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities, contact the Village ADA

Coordinator, at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, lllinois 60093, 847-716-3543; T.D.D. 847-501-6041.


http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/

WINNETKA ENVIRONMENTAL AND FORESTRY COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
November 10, 2021

A record of a legally convened meeting of the Environmental and Forestry Commission of the
Village of Winnetka, which was held in the Council Chambers at Village Hall, 510 Green Bay
Road, Winnetka, Illinois, Wednesday, November 10, 2021, at 7:00 pm.

Call to Order:

Chairperson Dowding called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.; Voting Members present:
Chairperson Chuck Dowding, Commissioners Roseann Park-Jones, Liz Kunkle, and Patrick
Hanley. Voting Members absent: Commissioners David Varca, Ted Wynnychenko, and Barry
Sylvester. A quorum of presently appointed members was present. Village Council Representative
absent: Kim Mancini. Student Representatives present: Scarlett Harper and Marcus Buccellato.
Staff Representative present: Diana Puga, Public Works Analyst. Public present: Seven (7)
members of the public were present.

1) Introduction & Chair’s Remarks:
Chairperson Dowding called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and welcomed all Commission
members and the public. Staff Representative Puga took roll call for attendance.

2) Public Comment:
No public comment was made on an item that was not on the agenda, all members of the public
in attendance were asked to read their public comments during the interaction with the Lakota
Group.

3) Review and Approval of Minutes:

a) Approval of the September Regular Meeting Minutes
Chairperson Dowding asked for a motion to approve the September 8, 2021, minutes. The
motion was moved by Commissioner Kunkle and seconded by Commissioner Hanley.

AYES: DOWDING, PARK-JONES, KUNKLE, HANLEY
ABSENT: VARCA, WYNNYCHENKO, SYLVESTER
NAYS: NONE

4) New Business, Old Business/Updates:

a) Update to EFC Contribution to Winnetka Futures 2040 Plan Discussion
Chairperson Dowding opened the agenda items discussion with general comments. He
provided an overview of the timeline for the Sustainability Plan and shared how several
agenda items all intertwine with one another. Three developments: (1) Drafted the




Winnetka Sustainability Chapter (draft) and was finalized in Spring of 2021 and accepted
by the EFC, (2) in August 2021, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus finalized their Climate
Action Plan and was adopted by several municipalities, (3) In September, the State of
Illinois passed the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act, which transformed the aspirational
goals of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to legal goals.

The draft Sustainability Plan was developed from the Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2)
which was adopted by the Village Council and synthesized by the EFC along with Public
Works Staff.

i)

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Climate Action Plan (CAP)

The Climate Action Plan (CAP) focuses on two focus topics: Mitigation and
Adaptation, where mitigation is the removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
and where adaptation is the response to climate change.

Mitigation: Energy sources need to decarbonize the Illinois Plan for Zero Emission by
2050 1s defined by CEJA to include large utility scale solar, wind, and nuclear power
generation systems (GRC2 Focus Area). Other significant contributions:
Decarbonization of transportation (Mobility) and reduction/optimization of building
energy usage (Sustainable Communities) The remaining GRC2 areas contribute to
decarbonization in minor ways.

Adaptation: While the goal of decarbonization is paramount to slowing climate change,
its effects are already present requires timely action. Municipalities must adopt
practices and policies to reduce the damage that climate change effects already bring
to ensure a safer future. Winnetka’s greatest local exposure to climate change includes
but is not limited to flooding (both residential and transportation systemic), changing
lake levels, and effects of unusual temperature events on flora and fauna.

Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)

(1) Given Winnetka’s Membership in the Illinois Municipal Electrical Agency (IMEA)
and its operation of an IMEA supplemental power plant, the first two provisions of
the Senate Bill 2408 (SB2408), or the Climate Equitable Jobs Act, are of particular
significance to Winnetka. The Act requires municipal coal, including Prairie State,
to be 100% carbon-free by December 31, 2045, with an interim emissions
reductions goal of 45% from existing emissions by no later than January 1, 2035.
If that emissions reduction requirement is not achieved by December 31, 2035, they
must retire one or more units or reduce emissions by 45% from existing emissions
by June 30, 2038.




Requires municipal natural gas-fired units to reach zero emissions by 2045, unless
companies convert units to green hydrogen or similar technology that can achieve
zero carbon emissions.

IMEA will finish paying off its 15% ownership of Prairie State in 2035. The City
of Naperville consumes 35% of power, if anyone wants to leave IMEA they must
notify IMEA by 2030. Winnetka lakeshore plant is excluded from the second
provision as its natural gas turbines are too small to be considered in the act. The
challenge is that Winnetka needs to continue to operate the plant to gain advantage
of the capacity payments given by IMEA, which requires about $3.3 billion dollars,
over the next 10 years, to upgrade the plant.

A pyramid image was shared during the meeting that reflected the three areas of
focus for the reprioritization of the GRC2 relative to the important and necessary
areas of the CAP to reduce carbonization. The areas of focus within the pyramid
reflect the importance, the three areas of focus are: the more important area being
Energy, the second most important being Mobility, and the third most important
being Sustainable Community.

ii1) Working Draft: Winnetka Sustainability Chapter

There are six (6) areas and associated goals the EFC identified for the 2040 Plan
Discussion. Energy and Mobility were included due to their importance in reducing
carbonization and fall under mitigation plan. The remaining areas include Water,
Land, Recycling, and Leadership all of which are related to adaptation, or a
combination of adaptation and mitigation.

Chairperson Dowding read two important passages of the proposed Village Goals:
(1) Stabilize bluffs and beaches to increase enjoyment of Lake Michigan and (2)
Reduce to zero beach closures because of pollution. These goals are important to
sustain the lakeshore brand Winnetka has.

iv) Municipal Resolution Endorsing the 2021 CAP for the Chicago Region
Commissioner Kunkle requested the EFC hold a discussion of the municipal
resolution prior to the interaction with the Lakota Group. The resolution was drafted
by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus in support of the CAP and allows governments
to formally endorse the broad goals of the CAP. Before the resolution can be used
as a framework for the Sustainability Draft, the resolution will need to be
introduced to the Council and is in line with the request in 2018 to adopt the broad
goals of the Greenest Region Compact 2 document. Commissioner Kunkle does




not believe there would be any opposition to adopting the resolution and would like
the Commission to create a motion that they can recommend to Council for
adopting or endorsing the resolution. Approximately 20 communities, including
Highland Park and Wilmette, have endorsed the resolution.

Chairperson Dowding asked if Commissioner Kunkle would find it acceptable to
amend 2030 to 2035, in the resolution, to be consistent with CEJA.

Commissioner Kunkle motioned that the EFC recommend to the Village Council
that it endorse this resolution to express its support of the goals and objectives of
the 2021 Climate Action Plan for the Chicago Region and pledges to take strategic
action to achieve these goals for a more resilient, equitable, and healthy future with
the recommended edit by Chairperson Dowding. Commissioner Hanley seconded
the motion. All Commissioners were in favor; the motion passed.

AYES: DOWDING, PARK-JONES, KUNKLE, HANLEY
ABSENT: VARCA, WYNNYCHENKO, SYLVESTER
NAYS: NONE

b) Lakota Interaction with EFC and Audience
The Lakota Group began with providing an explanation of what Comprehensive Plans are.
Comprehensive Plans is a policy directive looking forward 20 years. Need to let the process
inform other components of the community, mobility and parking, zoning, etc. Needs to
be easy to read and navigate.

The pillars provided by the Lakota Group are used as a benchmark amongst other
communities. It was made clear that that the Board believes it is imperative that under each
pillar is a clear definable mission goal statement that drives everything, and initiatives and
implementation strategies over 1, 3, 5, 10 and 20 year horizons. The pillars can be modified
if the Commissioners do not represent the right category or policy.

Student Representative Buccellato asked how they make the goals identified achievable?
How do they know they’ve reached their goal?

Science suggests there are measurable metrics to get us to zero footprint, how are they
projecting that specifically with new technologies and a growing world. Hypothetical
algorithms.

Commissioner Hanley stated that it Speaks to building in accountability and building in
opportunities to refresh the language of the document and to see where we are, and if they
do veer off course, whether because it was projected wrong or it’s not being done, then this
serves as a mechanism to re-evaluate.



Commissioner Dowding stated the biggest challenges for the Village are managing and
monitoring, there needs to be budgetary items in the Village Budget that provide for
monitoring. He states we need to be able to monitor how much waste is being diverted to
recycling? How many driveways are not using coal-based sealants? There need to be
policies that require little measurement as monitoring can become more costly. There may
be more requirements in the future for monitoring.

Student Representative Harper stated if there will be measurements, then they need to find
very specific actions to take, even if its more complicated or difficult to implement.

Chairperson Dowding stated that Brian Keys will most likely need to have a consultant
similarly to the consultant for water. Winnetka will have to decide if we stay or leave
IMEA, and if we stay, which direction are we going to push them. Chairperson Dowding
stated he received this information from Naperville who have read through the entire
document.

Lakota Group asked which low fruit initiatives, that can be rolled out at the beginning of
the comprehensive plan, they could provide them. Initiatives that can positively impact a
large number of people and is visible is ideal. The Commissioners provided the following
initiatives: Village wide composting, bicycle path/routes to the high school, commit to
transforming some parkways and right-of-ways into gardens, pollinator gardens, and
community gardens.

The Lakota Group also asked the Commissioners to identify a community partner(s) to
help move these forward. The Commissioners identified the following community
partners: Park District, Go Green Winnetka, New Trier School District, Sustainability
clubs.

Commissioner Kunkle stated that she would like to understand what the Council wants to
do in this process. She believes they should be setting the vision and leading. One example
she provided is Composting and the language that exists on the website which sounds like
the Village does not care if the residents compost or not.

Commissioner Park Jones suggested the Village provide residents with ideas on how to
make their homes more energy efficient.

The Lakota Group asked the Commissioners if they could identify any municipality or
village the EFC admires based on its handling of energy and other related issues.
Commissioner Kunkle replied that there is not one in particular, as they are all different in
various ways, but Evanston and Highland Park are very forward thinking.



The Commissioners also identified the scale of Winnekta as a challenge. There was a
discussion about a Sustainability coordinator that can share resources with residents,
Village, Schools, and Library.

Other low hanging fruit initiatives: electrifying municipal fleet and establishing standards
for homeowners and the Village replanting trees.

Chairperson Dowding opened the floor for residents to provide public comment for the
Lakota Group.

Winnetka Presbyterian Church Employee and Volunteer, Robert Lewis, made a public
comment regarding his interest in geothermal energy, the concern for geothermal energy,
and is currently conducting research on how to implement it. Currently a church in Oak
Park has transitioned to geothermal and solar energy. He is looking to visit the Church and
would encourage someone from the Village to visit as well.

Resident Teri Cross made a comment regarding support, and increased support, for a
circular economy, keeping as much waste out of landfills as possible, better education and
communication of recyclables including Styrofoam and providing Village-wide
composting.

Resident Stephen Huels made a comment regarding the impact of climate change and the
impact of run-off Winnetka sends into the shed of Lake Michigan and the run-off we send
to communities downstream. Should be taking steps now to deal with the most likely
outcomes of climate change. Our water quality is also impacted by ongoing plastic
pollution, and further compromised by water polluting chemicals used in manufacturing,
industrial, and consumer products. While the EPA and IEPA standards are critical, they
must be expanded to pick up new threats. Offered four recommendations for inclusion:
1. Need to focus on eliminating pollution output into the water shed
2. Protect delivery system for water system for safe water, remove lead
from Village infrastructure and need to enhance chemical and biological
monitoring to detect emerging threats
3. Identify and prioritize water conservation strategies that helps reduce
the Village water footprint
4. Champion water capturing land use strategies, encourage private lawn
conversion into water capturing native landscapes, and implement
native habitats in public spaces such as parkways, Green Bay Trail



Resident Elijah Gray made a comment regarding the importance of coordinating
responsibility between the Village and Park District in caring for the Green Bay Trail.
Stated that there is nothing easier to understand, is measurable, affects a large number of
people, is easy to implement, and is visible than improving the habitat, use, and beauty of
the Green Bay Trail. Surveys done in the past suggest a wide majority of people approve
allocating resources to improving the trail. Some ideas for improvements: remove alien
plant species, plant more native species, improve drainage issues, install historical and
educational signs, etc.

Resident Jessica Bollhoefer has been working in Real Estate and Sustainability for 15 years
and assists corporations and clients with their path to net zero carbon. She shared an [IPCC
effort that reports there is nothing we can do about the next 10 years; we must adapt and
must figure out how to live with what we’ve done, and what do we do now to impact the
next generation. She agrees and believes it is critical that the Village integrate sustainability
in every aspect of the plan and believes incorporating accountability and measurability is
super important. Low hanging fruit she identifies is water testing and water recapture. On
behalf of Go Green Winnetka, they believe it is important that GHD Emissions baseline is
measured, and we study options for net zero carbon pathway.

Winnetka Park District Board Member Cynthia Rapp stated the Park District is interested
in partnering on environmental issues and have undertaken projects with mindfulness, such
as paperless registration that help support environment. They are reviewing the GRC2
documents to see how they can be more supportive. They have taken advantage of the
IMEA grant and are transitioning to LED lighting at the A.C Nielsen Tennis Courts and
had Geothermal installed. One area that needs attention but is unsure how to pursue is the
Waterfront, which is a key focus for the Park District.

Resident Pat Collins submitted the following comment via email: Urges the Village
institute and subsidize Village wide composting. She and her husband have been
composting with Collective Resources Composting for about two years and has reduced
the garbage that goes to landfills by about 1/3. Also, composting reduces the amount of
garbage going into the landfill, is a reusable resource and easy to do. Winnetka should
support and subsidize convenient reasonable cost composting. If the Village reduces the
cost, I believe many more Winnetka families would be composting. This would be an easy,
immediate, and cost-effective initial reduction of Winnetka’s carbon footprint. It would
also bring Winnetka in line with other nearby communities which have already instituted
convenient cost-effective composting, such as Evanston and Skokie.

Resident King Poor submitted the following comment via email: When the village decided
to participate in the Prairie State plant in 2007, neither natural gas nor wind or solar were



then practical alternatives to the generating capacity that Prairie State could provide. And
there’s no sense now debating that good-faith decision in hindsight. But Winnetka’s role
in building and now continuing the operations of Prairie State provide further reasons for
our village to become a leader in promoting sustainable energy and conservation. And it
may do that as part of its 2040 plan. Below we offer five areas where the village may
provide such leadership: Public Education on Energy Use and Conservation, Target
Renewable Energy Sources, Permit Community Solar Like Most Other Towns, Green
Building Code. These five ideas are the start of a conversation about how our village may
become a leader in sustainable energy and conservation. And our 2040 Plan should play a
key role for Winnetka to demonstrate that leadership.

5) Communications:

a)

b)

Approval of December Communication Items

The Commission reviewed the December Communications Items which included Holiday
Tree Pick-Up, Holiday Lights Recycling, Commercial District Business Lighting, Use of
natural light during winter, and Styrofoam Recycling. The Commissioners inquired about
the Pumpkin Composting Event, Staff Liaison Puga informed the Commission that within
the first 30 minutes, Public Works staff loaded the truck at minimum three times.
Commissioner Kunkle inquired if there are reports on volume of pumpkins collected and
asked if there could be a comparison for previous years. She also shared that some

communities host two separate composting events: one being a regular drop off and the
second being a pumpkin smash. Commissioner Kunkle also requested the communication
items from the canceled October meeting be included in the next month’s meeting agenda
for discussion. The Commission requested the Green Awards Application be included in
the Winter Winnetka Report. Chairperson Dowding asked for a motion to approve the
December Communications Items which was moved by

Commissioner Park-Jones and seconded by Commissioner Hanley.

AYES: DOWDING, PARK-JONES, KUNKLE, HANLEY
ABSENT: VARCA, WYNNYCHENKO, SYLVESTER
NAYS: NONE

Discussion of January Communications Items

The Commission reviewed the December Communications Items which included the EFC
Green Awards Application Reminder, Reduce Energy Use & Costs in Your Home &
Business, Make the Switch from Incandescent Bulbs to LED, Holiday Lights Recycling,
Ways to Avoid Using Poisonous Mouse Bait. The Commissioners discussed including the
EFC Green Awards Application and Holiday Lights Recycling communication items in
February as well.




6) Commission/Staff Reports:
Student Representative Harper informed the Commissioners and audience of an individual who
is offering to switch out residents’ current lights to LED lights.

7) Open Forum: None.

8) Adjournment:
There being no further business, Chairperson Dowding asked for a motion to adjourn which
was moved by Commissioner Park-Jones and seconded by Commissioner Kunkle. The motion
passed; the meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.
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Template Municipal Resolution

Endorsing the 2021 Climate Action Plan for the Chicago Region

WHEREAS, on July 13, 2021, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus launched the 2021 Climate Action Plan for
the Chicago Region in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
and the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, and with support from the European Union,
the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, and the Metropolitan Planning Council; and

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2021, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued the Sixth
Assessment Report authored by 234 scientists from 66 countries containing dire warnings about the
state of the planet but showing that human actions have the potential to determine the future for
climate; and

WHEREAS, more than 250 individuals from 175 stakeholder organizations including 53 municipalities
throughout Northeastern lllinois invested two years of work through in-person and virtual collaboration
and developed a comprehensive, municipally focused and regional impactful climate action plan that is
anchored in equity with the well-being of people at its core; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Action Plan for the Chicago Region invites collaboration from all regional, state
and federal agencies and the private sector; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Action Plan for the Chicago Region identifies the following science-based goals
and objectives for the region and identifies strategies for municipalities to take measurable and
meaningful action to both dramatically reduce greenhouse gas emissions and develop resiliency to
climate-related hazards that threaten the community, economic health and the natural environment:

CLIMATE MITIGATION GOAL: Net zero greenhouse gas emissions

MITIGATION TARGETS:

By 2030 Reduce GHG emissions 50% from 2005 levels

By 2040 Reduce GHG emissions 65% from 2005 levels

By 2050 Reduce GHG emissions at least 80% from 2005 levels

MITIGATION OBJECTIVES:

Demonstrate Leadership to Reduce Emissions.
Decarbonize Energy Sources.

Optimize Building Energy.

Implement Clean Energy Policies.

Decarbonize Transportation.

Reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled.

Manage Water and Waste Sustainably.
Sustain Ecosystems to Sequester Carbon.

PN R~ WDNRE

CLIMATE ADAPTATION GOAL: Persistent, equitable climate adaptation

ADAPTATION TARGETS

By 2030 Climate-resilient governance

By 2040 Resilience across jurisdictions
By 2050 Cohesive, resilient communities



ADAPTATION OBJECTIVES

Engage and educate the community about climate resilience and adaptation.
Incorporate equity and inclusion into climate adaptation efforts.

Collaborate and build capacity for a more resilient community.

Enact plans and policies focused on adaptation and resilience.

Adapt operations and investments for future climate conditions; and

uhwnNRE

WHEREAS municipal governments have unique strengths in developing community resiliency and in
taking long-term action to mitigate climate change that are amplified through regional collaboration.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council/Village Board of , lllinois,
hereby expresses its support for the the goals and objectives of the 2021 Climate Action Plan for the
Chicago Region proposed by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and pledges to take strategic action to
achieve these goals for a more resilient, equitable and healthy future.




Climate and Equitable Jobs Act SB2408 https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.23893.html.

Given Winnetka’'s membership in IMEA and its operation of an IMEA peaking power plant the first two provisions of
CEJA have a disproportionate impact on Winnetka compared to neighboring communities.

Requires municipal coal, including Prairie State and CWLP Dallman, to be 100% carbon-free by December 31, 2045, with
an interim emissions reductions goal of 45% from existing emissions by no later than January 1, 2035. If that emissions
reduction requirement is not achieved by December 31, 2035, they must retire one or more units or reduce emissions
by 45% from existing emissions by June 30, 2038.

Requires municipal natural gas-fired units to reach zero emissions by 2045, unless companies convert units to green
hydrogen or similar technology that can achieve zero carbon emissions.

Following CEJA provisions have a potential to assist Winnetka as its transitions to a post Prairie State IMEA
Allows local governments to engage in community energy and climate planning.

Requires DCEO to establish a grant program to award grants to promote economic development in eligible, transitioning
communities. Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO)

Requires electric utilities to file beneficial electrification plans with the ICC to support the rapid deployment of electric vehicles and
make-ready infrastructure statewide.

Requires IEPA to award rebates to help fund up to 80% of the cost of the installation of charging stations and requires recipients to
pay prevailing wage on installation projects.

Creates an up to $4,000 rebate for consumers who purchase an electric vehicle, regardless of where they reside in lllinois.

Requires utilities to file a Multi-Year Rate Plan where they will be rewarded and penalized based on achievement of ICC-approved
performance metrics, which will be based on reliability and resiliency, peak load reductions attributable to demand response
programs, supplier diversity expansion, affordability, interconnection response time, and customer service performance.

Requires annual performance evaluations to evaluate utilities' performance on their metric targets during the previous year.
Winnetka’s IMEA relationship

Unique among many municipalities, Winnetka generates its own electric power. To complement this capability, since 1991
Winnetka’'s power and energy requirements continue to be ensured pursuant to contracts between the Village and the lllinois
Municipal Electric Agency (IMEA). On the Village’s behalf, IMEA acquires power and energy by: generating it at an IMEA-owned
plant; purchasing it from other entities; and utilizing the capabilities of the Village’s electric plant or of other members’ plants. This
blend of resources is designed to ensure an economical cost of wholesale power. Therefore, by contract, the output capacity of the
Village’s electric plant is dedicated to IMEA. Upon request by IMEA, the Village will generate electricity that is used by IMEA to meet
electrical demand or offset the cost of higher priced wholesale power from another source. In return for IMEA's right to use our
plant’s capacity, the Village receives a credit on its wholesale power bill.

Winnetka’s current IMEA contract extends through 2035. Even though the Village buys all its electricity from IMEA, it is
contractually obligated to own and operate the electric plant through 2035 or secure comparable replacement power. By 2035, and
likely well before then, plans will need to be in place to continue or discontinue operation of the electric power plant, a timeline that
falls well within the window of our developing 2040 Plan. These decisions are not to be undertaken lightly — the benefits and costs
that must be analyzed and weighed in coming to a decision about the future of the electric power plant are material to the Village.
Itis in the best interests of the Village, and its residential and business electric customers, to begin planning now for an eventual
extension or transition regarding Winnetka’s local electric power plant. Such a process will necessitate Village leadership, Staff, and
the public coming together to carefully and comprehensively consider issues including, but not limited to, available alternatives for
sourcing energy, economics and rate impacts, environmental considerations, the potential for alternative site uses, and of course
the effects on the quality of life in the Village.


https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.23893.html

0 Re e Collectio ota 019-2020
Year Activity January|February| March| April | May | June | July [August|September|October|November|December Total
2019 Residential Refuse 333 348 311 | 373 | 402 | 417 | 233 | 400 398 393 391 393 4392
2020 Residential Refuse 393 308 |346.31[387.87|456.17503.02 | 451.88|447.09| 443.54 | 460.66 | 459.89 463.41 5120.84
2019 Commercial Refuse 43 51 52 114 54 39 37 28 44 76 61 68 667
2020 Commercial Refuse | 61.5 55.05 | 49.25 | 35.21 | 22.83 | 12.16 | 7.1 | 23.8 15.65 12.19 18.09 4.77 317.6
0 Re g Collectio ota 019-2020
Year Activity January|February| March| April | May | June | July [August|September|October|November|December Total
2019 Residential Recycling | 182.59 | 170.25 |163.76[199.62|215.25| 183.8 | 193.1 | 189.41 191.5 188.25 | 192.85 199.13 2269.51
2020 Residential Recycling | 177.32 | 162.03 [192.74]198.57|230.15[219.35[204.53]195.26| 205.88 191.88 191.25 235.39 2404.35
2019 Commercial Recycling| 25.06 22.72 22.13 | 23.58 | 29.83 | 24.67 | 27.65 | 25.04 23.95 27.58 29.1 25.55 306.86
2020 Commercial Recycling| 21.87 19 26.73 | 17.37 | 22.36 | 24.77 | 19.89 | 21.01 25.26 25.12 25.46 25.21 274.05




Monthly Residential Refuse Collection
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Monthly Commercial Refuse Collection
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2269.51 2404.35

306.86 274.05
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December 2021 EFC Communications Content

1. Christmas Tree Pick-Up
E-blast Newsletter

Christmas trees will be picked up from the curbside for shredding, chipping, and composting
beginning January 3, 2022 through January 17, 2022. After January 17, 2022, a refuse sticker
will be required to ensure pickup. Please remove everything from trees, including plastic bags or
wraps, ornaments, tinsel, wires, and the stand, as these will clog and damage the shredder. If
you have questions about the program, please call 847-716-3568.

2. EFC Green Awards Application Reminder
E-blast Newsletter

The Village of Winnetka’s Environmental and Forestry Commission invites nominations for the
third-annual Green Awards Program. The purpose of the program is to recognize properties and
households within Winnetka that demonstrate exceptional commitment to sustainable and
environmentally-friendly practices. Residents, businesses and other organizations are
encouraged to nominate their house, property, building or project that has been completed
within the past five years. The award categories include: Green Building, Recycling/Waste
Reduction, Land, Air, Water/Stormwater, Energy, and Innovation/Other.

If you believe your recent project has helped make Winnetka a more environmentally-friendly or
sustainable community, the Commission asks that you consider applying. Applications are
available through the Public Works Department at 1390 Willow Road, or by clicking here
(http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/government/boards-and-commissions/environmental-and-
forestry-commission/). The application deadline is February 28, 2022. Category winners will be
announced on Earth Day (April 22, 2022). If you have any guestions about the program, contact
Diana Puga at 847-716-3550 or dpuga@winnetka.org.



http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/government/boards-and-commissions/environmental-and-forestry-commission/
http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/government/boards-and-commissions/environmental-and-forestry-commission/
mailto:dpuga@winnetka.org

3. Holiday Lights Recycling
E-blast Newsletter

As you decorate for the holidays, you may discover that some old lights and extension cords
don’t work. Recycle them with the Village’s year-round light recycling program! All types of
holiday lights and cords are accepted for recycling at the Public Works Yards, 1390 Willow Road,
weekdays from 7:30 AM — 4:00 PM. The Village cannot accept garland, live greens, wreathes, or
other non-recyclable items. If you have questions about the program, please call 847-716-3568.

4. Commercial District Business Lighting

E-blast Newsletter
Chamber of Commerce
Economic Development Newsletter

Many businesses in Winnetka keep their interior lighting on throughout the night for safety and
crime prevention purposes. Although this may provide more security, it also uses excess
electricity. The use of LED or other energy efficient bulbs can help reduce energy consumption
and lower electric bills. Businesses are encouraged to use LED lighting in their stores to reduce
their electricity use.

5. Use of Natural Light During Winter
E-blast Newsletter

The way your home is oriented should inform your decisions about where to install new
windows or skylights — perhaps the most obvious way to harvest more natural light. How is the
house positioned in terms of north, south, east, west is the place to start, because anything
done with windows or skylights is going to be impacted by that. Adding glass on the south side
of a home, where the sun spends most of its daytime arc, will generally provide the most
brightness for your buck.

Consider experimenting with your home’s layout as it relates to the sun. If your living room feels
trapped in perpetual twilight, but a seldom-used, south-facing dining room is drenched in sun,
try swapping their functions.



1.

January 2022 EFC Communications Content

EFC Green Awards Application Reminder
E-blast Newsletter

The Village of Winnetka’s Environmental and Forestry Commission invites nominations for the
fourth-annual Green Awards Program. The purpose of the program is to recognize properties
and households within Winnetka that demonstrate exceptional commitment to sustainable and
environmentally friendly practices. Residents, businesses, and other organizations are
encouraged to nominate their house, property, building or project that has been completed
within the past five years. The award categories include: Green Building, Recycling/Waste
Reduction, Land, Air, Water/Stormwater, Energy, and Innovation/Other.

If you believe your recent project has helped make Winnetka a more environmentally-friendly or
sustainable community, the Commission asks that you consider applying. Applications are
available through the Public Works Department at 1390 Willow Road, or by clicking here
(https://www.villageofwinnetka.org/244/Green-Awards). The application deadline is February
28, 2022. Category winners will be announced on Earth Day (April 22, 2022). If you have any
guestions about the program, contact Diana Puga at 847-716-3550 or dpuga@winnetka.org.

Reduce Energy Use and Costs in your Home and Business
E-blast Newsletter

During the winter months, there are some easy adjustments you can make in your home to
increase energy efficiency and reduce costs. Below are several tips to reduce energy
consumption and maintain comfortable temperatures in your home this winter:

e Properly maintain your furnace to keep it clean and running efficiently.

e Open curtains on winter days to allow natural sunlight to help heat your home.

e Puton an extra sweater or layer of clothing instead of turning up the heat.

e Only heat rooms you regularly use and close off vents to guest rooms or storage areas.

e Investin proper insulation to prevent heat from escaping.

o Decorate with LED holiday lights that use less energy and last longer than incandescent
bulbs.



3. Make the Switch from Incandescent Bulbs to LED
E-blast Newsletter

Switching from incandescent to LED bulbs will not only save on electric costs but will reduce
your overall energy consumption. For example, the energy consumption to use a 60-watt
incandescent bulb would cost about $90 over the course of 10 years. For a 5-watt LED bulb,
running over the course of 10 years the actual cost would be only $18 to operate. LED bulbs also
use less wattage while producing the equivalent amount of light of an incandescent bulb.
Additionally, CFL bulbs can be recycled at the Municipal Yards Facility at 1390 Willow Road
during normal business hours of Monday through Friday, 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM.

4. Holiday Lights Recycling
E-blast Newsletter

As you decorate for the holidays, you may discover that some old lights and extension cords do
not work. Recycle them with the Village’s year-round light recycling program! All types of
holiday lights and cords are accepted for recycling at the Public Works Yards, 1390 Willow Road,
weekdays from 7:30 AM — 4:00 PM. The Village cannot accept garland, live greens, wreathes, or
other non-recyclable items. If you have questions about the program, please call 847-716-3568.

5. Ways to Avoid Using Poisonous Mouse Bait
E-blast Newsletter

In the winter months, many people find mice in their homes. While this is obviously suboptimal,
poisonous bait is not the best way to resolve the problem. Poisonous bait often harms not only
the mouse, but also birds of prey. Since the poison does not immediately take effect, the mouse
can leave your home and be eaten by predators, such as owls and hawks, who are then
poisoned. The best solution is to prevent mice from coming into your home by sealing cracks
and holes in your home’s foundation with steel wool or foam, covering dryer vents, and making
sure they don’t get into your home in the first place. Mice can enter holes as small as a nickel, so
if you don’t know the source of the mice, you can live trap them and relocate them (outside).



November 2021 EFC Communications Content

Holiday Lights Recycling
Fall Winnetka Report & E-Winnetka Newsletter

As the holiday season approaches, a reminder that residents may bring holiday lights and other
wires to the Public Works Yards for recycling year round. Drop off times are during normal
business hours, Monday through Friday, 7:30 am through 4:00 pm. For more information, please
contact the Public Works Department at 847-716-3568.

America Recycles Day is November 15, 2021
E-Winnetka Newsletter

This year, America Recycles Day is Monday, November 15, 2021. America Recycles Day is a
nationally-recognized day that is dedicated to promoting and celebrating recycling in the United
States by promoting environmental citizenship and taking action to increase and improve
recycling. For more information and to learn about taking the pledge, please visit
https://americarecyclesday.org/.

Battery Recycling

E-Winnetka Newsletter

About Alkaline Batteries:

According to the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency, single-use, non-rechargeable alkaline
batteries AAA, AA, C, D 6v & 9v are classified as "non-hazardous" and may be safely disposed of
with normal household waste.

About Rechargeable Batteries:

Rechargeable batteries Nickel Cadmium (NiCd), Nickel Metal Hydride (NiMh), Lithium, Zinc-Air,
Silver-oxide, and Small Sealed Lead Acid contain mercury and other heavy metals and should be
recycled. There are many retail stores (Ace Hardware, Best Buy, IKEA, Lowe's, Staples, Target, etc.)
that accept rechargeable batteries. Call retail stores to confirm acceptable batteries. To avoid the
risk of cross-contact of battery terminals, which can cause a spark and create a fire, place a piece
of tape over each terminal or contact point.


https://americarecyclesday.org/

About Lead Acid Batteries:

Lead acid batteries (automotive, marine, and sump pump) are prohibited by lllinois state law from
being disposed of in the trash. Gas stations, auto parts stores, and other retail stores provide
outlets for disposing of these batteries.

Why do the contact points of rechargeable batteries need to be taped?

The contact points of each rechargeable battery should be covered with masking tape before
being taken to a drop-off location. It is important that the end points on batteries do not touch
each other during collection or transportation because contact can cause a spark and ignite a fire.

For a list of retailers who recycle rechargeable and lead acid batteries visit SWANCC's Battery
Recycling web page.

4. Plastic Bag, Film and Wrap Recycling
E-Winnetka Newsletter

A reminder that plastic bags, film, and wrap are not included in the Village's curbside recycling
program offered by Lakeshore Recycling Systems. Plastic film — also known as plastic film
packaging — is soft, flexible polyethylene (PE) packaging such as grocery, food, zip-top, and dry
cleaning bags. It is also the clear plastic that comes wrapped around many paper products. Bags
and film wrap are considered “contamination” at facilities where recyclables are processed,
because they get tangled in the equipment. Clean and dry plastic bags, film, wrap can be recycled
at many grocery and retail stores. Be sure to completely empty the bags, film, and wrap of all food
and liquid waste before taking them to your nearest participating store. A list of plastics that may
be recycled at most stores is below:

e  Grocery bags

e Bread bags

e Case overwrap (e.g. water, soda and juice bottles)
e Dry cleaning bags

e Newspaper sleeves

e Ice bags

o  Wood pellet bags

e Ziplock/reclosable bags
e Produce bags

e Bubble wrap

e Salt bags

o (Cereal bags

5. Environmental and Forestry Commission Recycling Tip: Textile Recycling



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_KB6INXdDl4DxDcz2rZTOmp68ri1NAQDTG2lkaz_OhmTMK0p1G8OKauBHSlWc1bq3FjNtb98MJUqhJMa5SG2ObQNVBSP8XPP8SX8eaP9YRQrb1SEy9mvOiOnTQpZ7zZMj4z5PwbcTDLwpTWs8HoaTuu3LBLltxpf&c=_tlPCsyrFKyLUO4tYeQ4GXli3h8w4drmkKgzIppkZJQ2WdXjJ06WjQ==&ch=4fGg37zKRtTcbDWDOKt6-WLDWRmtyMY-fXvHai455AET7Sbc0s-08w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_KB6INXdDl4DxDcz2rZTOmp68ri1NAQDTG2lkaz_OhmTMK0p1G8OKauBHSlWc1bq3FjNtb98MJUqhJMa5SG2ObQNVBSP8XPP8SX8eaP9YRQrb1SEy9mvOiOnTQpZ7zZMj4z5PwbcTDLwpTWs8HoaTuu3LBLltxpf&c=_tlPCsyrFKyLUO4tYeQ4GXli3h8w4drmkKgzIppkZJQ2WdXjJ06WjQ==&ch=4fGg37zKRtTcbDWDOKt6-WLDWRmtyMY-fXvHai455AET7Sbc0s-08w==

E-Winnetka Newsletter

Before getting rid of your old clothes, consider recycling or donating them to a textile recycling
organization in the area. Check with your local community organizations, church, shelter, hospital,
schools or libraries for available programs. Some of these organizations that offer textile recycling
programs include: Christ Church of Winnetka, Winnetka Thrift Shop, Amvets, Goodwill Industries,
Avenues to Independence, Winnetka Congregational Church, Salvation Army, Chicago Textile
Recycling and USAgain.

Environmental and Forestry Commission Tip: Use of Natural Light During Winter
E-Winnetka Newsletter

Many of us crave more sunlight during winter’s doldrums. Here are some ideas to let more light
into a home and make the most of what meager sunshine is available during a midwest winter.

Try cleaning or power-washing your windows to remove summer pollen and other buildup, which
allows much more light to come in. Make sure your window coverings aren’t sabotaging your
efforts to capture more of the sun’s rays. If you have drapes, hang them high to the ceiling and
wide enough that they only cover the window trim, and not the actual window itself. Use the
same outside-mount approach with Roman shades, installing them high enough so that the
bottom of the shade, when raised, covers the trim but not much of the actual window, which
tricks the eye into thinking the window is taller than it actually is.

Clearing obstructions works on both sides of the glass. Trimming shrubs or low branches outside
south-facing windows can immediately let more precious winter sunbeams into your home. But
you can also plant and prune with a longer-term plan in mind. The trees that surround your house
should not only play their part in the landscape, but in the environmental conditions of your
house. For instance, on the south side of your house in the midwest, views notwithstanding, you
should have deciduous trees that provide shade in the summer and when they lose their leaves
allow light and warmth in the winter.
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