LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2020 - 7:00 p.m.
WINNETKA VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 510 GREEN BAY ROAD
AGENDA

1. Call to Order.
2. Public Comment.

3. Approval of February 3, 2020 meeting minutes.
4. Case No. 20-06: 248 Linden Street: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the
single family residence at 248 Linden Street.

5. Case No. 20-07: 932 Cherry Street: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the
single family residence at 932 Cherry Street.

6. Case No. 20-08: 984 Cherry Street: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the
single family residence at 984 Cherry Street.

7. Case No. 20-09: 1077 Oak Street: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the
single family residence at 1077 Oak Street.

8. Case No. 19-02: 1153 Pine Street: Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for
the single family residence at 1153 Pine Street.

9. Other Business.

a. Comprehensive Plan Status Update.

10. New Business.
11. Next meeting – April 6, 2020 – Quorum check.
12. Adjournment.
Note: Public comment is permitted on all agenda items.
NOTICE
All agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org (Government > Boards & Commission > Agenda Packets). The
Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities, who
require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about the
accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois
60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041).

510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093
Administration and Finance (847) 501-6000 Fire (847) 501-6029 Police (847) 501-6034 Community
Development (847) 716-3520
Public Works (847) 716-3568 Water and Electric (847) 716-3558
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LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 3, 2020 MEETING MINUTES
Members Present:

Louise Holland, Chairperson
Chris Enck
Laura Good
Beth Ann Papoutsis
Joseph Stewart
Paul Weaver

Non-Voting Member Present:

Jack Coladarci

Members Absent:

Katie Comstock

Village Staff:

David Schoon, Director of Community Development
Ann Klaassen, Senior Planner
Christopher Marx, Associate Planner

Call to Order:
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
Public Comment
Chairperson Holland asked if there was any public comment on items not on the agenda. No comments
were made at this time.
Approval of January 6, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to adopt the January 6, 2020 meeting minutes. Ms. Papoutsis
moved to adopt the January 6, 2020 meeting minutes. Chairperson Holland then asked if there were any
comments or corrections. No comments were made at this time. Mr. Enck seconded the motion. A vote
was taken and the motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
Case No. 20-04: 761 Lincoln Avenue: Preliminary review of the application for demolition of the single
family residence at 761 Lincoln Avenue.
Jon Kogan of Highgate Builders introduced himself to the Commission. Chairperson Holland asked if they
planned to demolish the home and replace it with another single family residence. Mr. Kogan confirmed
that is correct. Chairperson Holland stated the date of when the home was built may be 1922 as well a
new garage. Mr. Kogan responded he did not know the age of the current home. Ms. Papoutsis asked
what would be the style of the new home. Mr. Kogan stated it would be a red brick Georgian style home
and would be very traditional. Ms. Papoutsis asked if it would have a deep basement. Mr. Kogan
confirmed it would have a regular 9-foot basement.
Chairperson Holland stated the Historical Society comments state the home was built in 1906 and
several remodels occurred. Mr. Coladarci arrived at the meeting at this time.
Mr. Enck asked if the new home is for a client. Mr. Kogan confirmed that is correct and stated they have
been working with them for a long time. Chairperson Holland asked what the condition of the existing
home is. Mr. Kogan responded it is in bad shape and has asbestos and old mechanical systems. He
stated they are going to do deconstruction and reuse the materials and donate them to charity. Ms.
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Papoutsis questioned the asbestos removal. Mr. Kogan informed the Commission they would hire a
certified asbestos removal company.
Chairperson Holland referred to the statement by Vicki Granacki who had surveyed the block years ago
for an HAIS on a different property and rated 761 Lincoln as an historic building which is at least 50 years
old and referred to the characteristics and stylistic design of its period. She then stated the research did
not indicate historical or architectural significance and asked if there were any comments from the
audience. Ms. Good arrived at the meeting at this time.
Mr. Weaver stated the home appears to be in okay shape from the outside and asked if they considered
trying to rehab it. Mr. Kogan responded they did not consider rehabbing the home and the applicants
want modern amenities and style of a new home. Chairperson Holland asked if the home has a lower
level garage. Mr. Kogan confirmed that is correct and noted the new home would have an above ground
garage. Mr. Coladarci asked how much bigger the new home would be. Mr. Kogan stated it would be
3,000 square feet for the first floor footprint and a total of 4,600 square feet above grade which
included the garage. Mr. Coladarci asked what the size of the current home is and Mr. Kogan responded
it is about the same.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments. Mr. Enck asked if the home was listed on
the MLS. Mr. Kogan confirmed that is correct. He stated for homes in that shape, a majority are torn
down.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments or a motion to grant the demolition
application for 761 Lincoln Avenue. A motion was made by Mr. Enck and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis. A
vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stewart, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Case No. 20-05: 429 Sheridan Road: Preliminary review of the demolition application for 429 Sheridan
Road.
Patrick Boilini of Boilini Company introduced himself to the Commission and stated with regard to the
plans for the home, it is vacant and in disrepair. He stated the plan is to remove the home and landscape
the property beautifully with a garden to add to the value of 419 Sheridan noting that owner owns both
properties. Mr. Boilini stated they have been through meetings with the Village Council on the
consolidation and it was approved.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments from the audience. No comments were made at
this time. She asked Mr. Boilini to elaborate on the plans for the consolidated parcel. Mr. Boilini
responded the home is close on both lots lines and they are only adding fountains to hide the backyard
pool area and elaborate garden connecting to 419 Sheridan and to mirror the existing garden. He then
stated the existing swimming pool, terrace and landscaping would be redone to enhance the property.
Mr. Boilini also stated the pergola and outdoor seating area would be facing the lake and it would be
mostly grass, perennials and annuals which would be added as the season changes with the flowers
being changed several times a year. He stated it would be one spectacular garden to enhance 419
Sheridan Road.
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Chairperson Holland referred to the letter received from the north neighbors. Mr. Boilini stated that
property would be greatly enhanced by the project and would improve the light, air and the ability to
absorb water. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions.
Mr. Enck asked if the driveway would remain and Mr. Boilini confirmed that is correct. He noted it would
be granite pavers to match 419 Sheridan, he noted the existing driveway at 429 Sheridan is blacktop.
Mr. Enck asked if it is for service use and Mr. Boilini confirmed it would be used for landscape trucks
instead of blocking Sheridan Road for pool service, etc. Ms. Good referred to the relationship between
this property and the main home. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments. No
additional comments were made at this time. She then asked for a motion.
Mr. Weaver made a motion to approve the demolition application for 429 Sheridan Road. Ms. Papoutsis
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stewart, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Case No. 19-29-SD: 419 Sheridan Road: Advisory review of the alteration to a designated landmark.
Chairperson Holland stated the home is landmarked and there would be no change to the home but
there would be changes to the side yards which were already approved by the ZBA and the Village
Council. She also stated the Plan Commission approved the consolidation and confirmed there would be
no changes to the landmark. Mr. Boilini confirmed that is correct.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions. She also stated there would be no review of the
alterations since no work is being done on the home and the only effort is being made to provide a
beautiful spot next door and save the very large maple tree. Mr. Boilini confirmed that is correct.
Chairperson Holland stated it is in great condition and more efforts would be made to save the tree
during the demolition of 429 Sheridan. She also referred to the topography. Mr. Boilini stated the root
system would be enhanced since there is currently pavement over it. He also informed the Commission
Mariani Landscaping and the arborist would be putting in a lung system and putting in a different pipe
and different soil root system which would allow the tree to breathe better. Muneer Satter agreed it is a
big beautiful tree.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments. No comments were made at this time.
She then asked for a motion.
Ms. Papoutsis moved to approve the alterations to 419 Sheridan Road. The motion was seconded by Mr.
Enck. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stewart, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Winnetka Futures 2040 Plan Discussion.
Mr. Schoon stated the Village is in the process of updating its Comprehensive Plan and hired The Lakota
Group to assist in that effort. Lakota is looking for ideas regarding historic preservation to incorporate
into the Comprehensve Plan from the Commission . He then turned it over to The Lakota Group.
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Becky Hurley, Siraj Asfahani, and Doug Kaarre of the The Lakota Group introduced themselves to the
Commission.
Ms. Hurley stated this would be more of a focus group than a presentation. She stated they have begun
a three part process with the goal of finalizing the plan in the spring of 2021 which is also the 100 year
anniversary of the Edward Bennett Plan. Ms. Hurley explained the three part process of preparing the
plan: (1) analyzing material and community engagement (focus groups, Jefferson Dinners, interviews,
community open house, etc.), (2) visioning goals and objectives; and (3) plan development. Ms. Hurley
stated they planned to wrap up the process by April 2021.
Ms. Hurley then stated they would be working hard to reach out to all kinds of voices who were not
invited before. She also stated for all of the Boards, they would not be inviting them to the focus groups
but would come to each Board and Commission to hear their thoughts.
Mr. Asfahani stated they compiled a set of questions which are more of a conversation starter for
tonight and would like to hear the thoughts of the Commission and touch on different points of
preservation. He stated the first question is to understand how the community perceives historic
preservation and its sentiment toward it. Chairperson Holland responded there is a long history and it
started in 1997 when the landmark preservation ordinance was adopted by the Village Council which
resulted in 6 or 7 years of property rights back and forth. She then stated in her opinion with regard to
historic preservation, she commented it ebbs and flows and they are at a point where people are
concerned about the loss of the ambiance of the community.
Mr. Weaver stated since it started in the 1980’s, the face of Winnetka and streetscape of the
neighborhoods has changed radically. He stated with regard to the caucus 2019 survey results, there
were questions about historic preservation and they are seeing what happened over the last 20 to 30
years. Mr. Weaver reiterated the Village is changing radically and the Commission Members put
together a spreadsheet comparing our historic preservation efforts to other communities. He then
stated the standards make it easier to construct new homes here than in other communities.
Mr. Enck stated he lives on the west side of the Village and he could see three different teardowns from
his home and described it as a disconcerting change. He then stated there are so many demolitions
happening and developers target smaller bungalow homes which if rehabbed might be desirable for
young families coming in the Village. Mr. Enck stated they also talked about if all of those homes are
gone, it would have a big impact on the community and for families that cannot afford to live here, he
questioned what would happen to the schools and the Village would then become an aging population
for older, more established people. Mr. Enck stated the amount of demolitions seemed rapid and there
have been 4 or 5 demolition applications in one meeting and that is a lot for a Village of 12,000 people.
He stated the Commission discussed one statistic that they have heard and that is since the 1987
ordinance was adopted , 1/4 or 1/3 of the housing stock has been torn down and replaced. Mr. Marx
noted since 2000, there have been almost 700 demolition applications processed and that vast majority
of those permits were issued a new home permit.
Mr. Coladarci asked Chairperson Holland if the ordinance was passed to counter the move toward
teardowns and Chairperson Holland responded the ordinance was created for positive reasons and in
the mid 1990’s, there was a magazine article written entitled “Torn on Teardowns” with the last line
reading: “If Winnetka does not care about its history, why should anyone else.” She described their
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ordinance as very weak and there may have been 700 teardowns prior to 2000. Mr. Coladarci stated it
may have been based on the value of properties and in the 1990’s, property values skyrocketed in the
Village.
Chairperson Holland stated from the Plan Commission conversations, the Village is missing small homes
and referred to those who want to retire to those types of homes. She described it as fair game by
builders and stated it could be a win-win situation as to how to satisfy everyone and keep the history of
the Village.
Ms. Hurley stated a question was asked if the purpose of the preservation ordinance was to curb the
high rate of teardowns in the 1990’s. She then stated as they think about the Comprehensive Plan, there
was introductory language which talked about teardowns and the existing plan was responsive to the
high rate of teardowns. Chairperson Holland stated Mr. Enck bought their home from the original family.
Mr. Enck stated the family put easements on the home to protect it which made it more affordable for
them. Chairperson Holland stated that is why they suggested having discounted permit fees for
renovations and they hear it is too expensive to remodel. She also stated in the sheet of information,
they are providing a list of resources which can be made available. Chairperson Holland also stated they
should look at the fee structure and in the early 2000’s, demolition fees went up in the hope of curbing
demolition but that did not work and they are still dealing with that.
Mr. Asfahani stated the Commission mentioned the ordinance is weak and property owners do not
know who to call. He stated that all of those sound like barriers to preservation and asked the
Commission what they see as other barriers to preservation. Ms. Good responded a lot of it is education
based and misunderstanding in terms of what it means to landmark a home and what historic districts
do to villages. She stated people think it is scary but research showed it enhanced market value. Ms.
Good stated there are a lot of myths which need busting. She also stated when the issue of property
rights comes up; it is a two sided issue. Ms. Good stated on one hand you move into an area for a
certain ambiance and feeling. She then stated she has lived in the Village for 14 years and moved here
because of the Village aesthetic and in that time span the Village has been stripped of a lot of what she
came here for. Ms. Good described the property rights issue as a double edged sword and they have
seen landmarks on Sheridan Road which have had histories of homes being built next to landmarks only
to have one of the homes destroyed and a large home built which dwarfs the beautiful homes of the
area and questioned what about that person’s property rights. Ms. Good also informed the consultants
they have had several people come to meetings to voice their opinion and ask how they can help keep
the Village from being destroyed. She then stated words and the 60 day delay are all they have and they
can look for something more that other communities have.
Mr. Coladarci stated a problem is the affordable housing issue and the demographic compression of the
Village into a small, rich young category whose children attend the schools and then leave. He also
referred to the tax hit they take during that time period and then leave as soon as they can and their
concerns only last as long as they are in town. He described it as a major problem in terms of trying to
move forward the idea of landmark preservation and referred to tonight’s application where the owners
clearly gave no thought to trying to fix the home. Mr. Coladarci then stated people see land they can
afford to buy and build a home here. He also stated he was born in the Village and there are two homes
left on his side of Cherry Street which date before the 1980’s and stated he does not recognize the
street where he grew up. Mr. Coladarci stated for the money involved and property rights, people move
in and pay a lot for a home and want to get a lot of money out of their property when they leave and
any infringement on that right would run up against the same fight from the 1980’s.
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Chairperson Holland talked about the state property tax freeze program and three recent landmark
designations. The program is for 12 years Chairperson Holland stated the last time it was looked at it
was in 2009 and $1.31 was the impact of the program on each existing home in the community. Ms.
Hurley referred to it being similar to the Tudor iconic building. Chairperson Holland stated according to
Edwin Bennett, this is what the entire retail section of town should look like. She also stated on her
block, there is one new home among other very old homes and it has been going on four years with the
new home not being sold.
Ms. Hurley asked about the residents’ perspectives on preservation and property rights and the
demographic compression and new or multi-decade perspectives and whether any of that is changing.
She also asked if the younger families now are interested in unique pieces of property. Chairperson
Holland responded some are and referred to the home next door to her which was about to be sold. She
then stated a neighbor in the area put it on Facebook to save the home. She then stated a family on
Prospect purchased and restored the home. Chairperson Holland also stated Ms. Comstock spent a lot
and time effort on restoring a home on Prospect.
Mr. Weaver stated it is hard for the Commission to measure that and in certain neighborhoods a
developer can completely change the character of the neighborhood. He then referred to the smaller
homes on Hoyt Lane where a giant home is being built which he described as the beginning of the end
for that area which would completely change the neighborhood. Mr. Weaver indicated the other homes
may then go down. He also referred to a subdivision of five homes where a big home was built. Mr.
Weaver then stated the neighbors cannot do anything and they are hurt by development.
Chairperson Holland stated that is why they look at what other communities do and they need tools
they can use. She noted Lake Forest has a two year long delay and a residential design review
committee. Chairperson Holland stated all they are asking for are mild changes to the ordinance which
would give them more teeth.
Mr. Coladarci informed the Commission his mother lives on Essex and moved there in 1963 and over the
last 20 to 25 years, there have been no children on that street. He then stated the Graces’ home sat for
a long time and they did inside rehab work. Mr. Coladarci then stated the Johnson home sat forever and
was finally sold and was considered to be a crappy home. He stated it was sold to a young couple from
the city which had children and there was no talk of tearing it down. Mr. Coladarci then stated after
people heard them being so enthusiastic about the Village from that family, he stated there is a market.
He described the situation as stereotypical of why people move to Winnetka. Mr. Coladarci stated it was
not a landmark quality home and that is the counter to a money-driven developer building spec homes.
He indicated people are willing to save old homes and noted his home is over 100 years old. He then
stated you can see the conflict between those who like old homes and those wanting to tear down and
build.
Mr. Weaver stated there is a different mindset between a builder and those building a dream home and
residents who want do something different versus a developer maxing out the square footage and
building a home with a giant basement with the home being good for 30 years. He stated they have
several developers who are resetting the look of Winnetka. Mr. Enck stated they also hear of people
who lived in their homes 40 or 50 years without updating it and when they pass away, the children
inherit the home and developers come to them with a cash offer and the home not being put on the
market. He then stated those might have been homes a young family or someone with vision could buy
and put work in it.
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Ms. Good stated as it relates to young families being interested, she stated they absolutely are and
called them connoisseur buyers. She then stated it comes back to education and young people know
and love architectural homes. Ms. Good also stated they have seen rare, modern homes torn down and
referred to the home at the corner of Prospect. She then stated if her client had known about it, they
would have bought it and the homes go fast to developers. Ms. Good stated with regard to the history
and those who recycle, the more you know about art and architecture, the more you want to acquire
those properties she described as trophy homes. She stated it is easier to restore a home which was
untouched for 50 years rather than a home with additions, etc. Ms. Good stated some people are purists
and can see the original kitchen and love old cabinets.
Mr. Stewart stated they were that buyer 20 years ago and bought their home from the original owner.
He agreed there are people who appreciate that and they spent years restoring their home slowly. Mr.
Stewart stated he has seen the street change completely and there are so many teardowns. He
informed the Commission he moved to Winnetka not only for the schools but for the character of the
Village which is going away. Mr. Stewart also stated people are building gigantic homes on small
footprints and questioned how they can control that.
Ms. Papoutsis stated zoning is a huge issue and referred to tract mansions built by developers who
approach owners to buy their homes as is and not list them. She then stated that is the exact situation
with the home next door to her and when the home went on the market, people wanted to make an
offer but it never happened. Ms. Papoutsis noted the developer approached the son at that time and
the neighbors were sick about it. She stated the question is what they can do and agreed the ordinance
had no teeth.
Mr. Coladarci stated neighbors do not want restrictions and if they are asked to create historic districts,
they do not want that. Ms. Papoutsis stated zoning allowed building lot line to lot line and stated the
home next door to her is right against their driveway. She also stated zoning makes it difficult to live
next to a new home. Ms. Papoutsis then stated they hear a lot of times that millennials want to move
into a home and not want to do anything but they want the amenities of a modern home and deep
basements. She stated they now have flooding and while people think about conveniences, she would
say to appreciate the character and old homes.
Mr. Asfahani stated as they see other communities, follow-up on education is needed. He then stated
when the Commission is speaking toward education; he asked what are the current efforts the
Commission to taking to educate the community about preservation.
Chairperson Holland referred to the landmark brochure from months ago which used to be a Xerox
sheet. She also stated they try to celebrate landmarks by having a trolley tour in the spring which is
always sold out noting there were two trolleys last year which showed the landmarks in the community.
Chairperson Holland stated the next step is to host a landmark event with the realtors and noted three
of the suggestions on the list are for the Village to do discount permit fees and increase the time delay
for demolition and to publish and highlight properties. She noted there are now four more landmarks to
be added to the list and they want to create a historic preservation plan and go to the architects in the
community who people can go to for moldings, banisters, etc. with the vision to restore homes.
Ms. Hurley asked which educational efforts mentioned are done by the Historical Society, the
Commission or the Village. Chairperson Holland responded the Historical Society co-sponsored the

February 3, 2020

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

Page 8

trolley tours. She informed the consultants the Commission goes to the Village when they think it is
necessary and described the list as necessary as well as having proof of what other communities have
done.
Ms. Papoutsis stated the list of what other communities have done was compiled months ago and the
study was done in the fall. She indicated there could be additional landmarks which are not listed on the
sheet. Mr. Asfahani stated that would be a comprehensive chart which shows how the Village compares
to neighboring communities and asked the Commission what they felt are barriers to the ordinance.
Chairperson Holland responded for a builder, if they increased the time delay to one year for teardown
historic homes. She referred to the caucus who got feedback and people want an effort made to keep
historic homes. Chairperson Holland reiterated there is not much understanding of what a landmarked
home is and that landmarking needs to be explained to people including identifying what districts. She
added there are many ways throughout the Plan to add the beauty of historic preservation and what it
does to the community and stated when the homes are gone, they are gone.
Ms. Hurley asked what the community would think as opposed to builders being mad. Mr. Coladarci
stated there are plenty of people who are in the situation of a home bought at a price of $37,000 which
is now worth $1 million and a lot of value being retained in the property. He referred to a home that
doubled in value can be used as the owner’s piggy bank or for college. Mr. Coladarci then stated for
builders, they buy low, sell high and walk away with the buyer in five years being left with a crumbling
home.
Ms. Hurley asked if there is a rule requiring substantive construction. Mr. Coladarci responded they
cannot do much on preservation on the Commission, but they can make things more difficult for
builders and questioned whether the demolition permits should not have more information on them
such as not putting down the relationship between the applicant and seller. He indicated it is harder to
tell from the paperwork whether a spec home would be built. He suggested increasing the burden on
the application process and to create friction for those going through the process which can be a small
power of the Commission to try to discourage bad behavior.
Chairperson Holland referred to the Hoyt Lane home where there was consternation about tearing it
down and putting in a modern home with the owner not being here at the LPC meeting. She stated
many times, there is a requirement that the owner be here and referred to the neighbors who were
upset. Chairperson Holland stated the architect came in and that was it. She stated they are a small
community and while that worked, it did not change what was built but the attitude was about what the
teardown did to the home on the lake and to the one lane street. Chairperson Holland suggested on
Preservation Day, they invite builders and realtors who can see and hear the talks given by famous
restoration architects.
Mr. Kaarre agreed they can require things like contacting the next door neighbors and there are other
ways to add additional notification requirements as the educational aspect. He then asked if a landmark
is only designated if the owner requests it, and Chairperson Holland confirmed that is correct. Mr.
Kaarre then asked what are they hearing from the owners who want to landmark a home, why and their
reasons for doing it, as well as why are they then seeing demolition applications for them later and
asked is it because of the change of ownership. Chairperson Holland stated they have not seen a request
for landmark status followed by a demolition request. She then stated people are not aware and think
landmark status protects a home in perpetuity. Chairperson Holland then referred to one instance
where an owner thought no one could tear down an important structure and the home was torn down.
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She then referred to the 1175 Whitebridge homeowner who spent a great deal money restoring the
front façade of the home and used bricks from the same vintage from Milwaukee but it did not save the
home. Chairperson Holland stated it also happened at 735 Sheridan Road and they have to draw a fine
line and the only thing they can do is keep talking. Mr. Weaver stated owners want attached garages, a
mudroom, etc.
Mr. Kaarre stated the idea behind landmark status is for people who want to preserve their homes but it
does not. He then asked if any demolition coming to the Commission is during a change of ownership,
and the Commission members confirmed that is correct. Chairperson Holland referred to the caucus
questionnaire which incorrectly stated a landmark property is protected forever and noted the only way
to protect a home is with an easement on the deed. She reiterated they have to explain and have a
preservation day for buyers, realtors, etc.
Mr. Kaarre stated for people interested in preserving homes, he asked if they considered certified
landmarks. Chairperson Holland stated the ordinance did allow them, and they had one they had to
decertify on Pine Tree Lane. Mr. Kaarre then stated the process is in there for the certification of a
landmark but only the owner can request it and they are required to follow the Commission’s
recommendations. He then stated it is almost like an in perpetuity preservation and a future owner can
request decertification.
Mr. Asfahani stated aside from Mr. Enck’s home, he asked if they see a lot of preservation easements.
Chairperson Holland referred to the Lloyd home on Sheridan Road and the Adler home on Burr. She
then stated the easement problem is that it had to be held by Landmarks Illinois. Mr. Enck stated his
easements are held by the National Trust. Ms. Good stated there are a lot of Frank Lloyd Wright homes
with an easement and there are stigmas along with it. She reiterated they have to educate buyers that
there are tax benefits for easements and encouragement for those in that situation. Ms. Good then
stated many times, builders tell them the same story that they love the home and want to save it but it
is beyond repair and it is cost prohibitive to fix. Ms. Good stated the Commission realizes it is a
cosmetics issue and they tossed the idea round for builders to come in with an architect and what they
would like to see is an ordinance which would give the Commission the opportunity to say to come back
with the Village’s own restoration architect and verify whether the home is salvageable or not.
Mr. Enck stated that is why the point was brought up when the HAIS is prepared, if the clock for the
delay ends and it is a wasted opportunity where other communities require a sit down with the owner
and make them talk about how they looked at alternatives. He stated the Commission issuing a delay is
only a ticking clock but the applicant is required to do an HAIS. Chairperson Holland informed the
consultants if the Commission did not approve the HAIS, the demolition permit is not granted. The
clock starts on the 60-day demolition delay when the HAIS. She stated during that time, no one ever
comes back. Mr. Enck suggested making it harder for developers. Ms. Good stated with an educated
professional representing the Village, they would not just take their word for it. Mr. Coladarci stated the
Commission did have the power to say an application is incomplete and they want to understand the
relationship of what they are trying to do although they cannot ask certain questions.
Ms. Hurley stated that is a question for the Village to think about. She then referred to traffic impact
studies where an applicant or expert says one thing and a Village expert says something else which may
be an opportunity. Mr. Coladarci stated they want them to tell them what is wrong with the property
and they can come in with the paperwork asking to see the assessment of the furnace example. He
stated rather than saying they are making efforts for repair, the Commission wants to see a summary of
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the home’s condition by an inspector and prove they have met the standards. Mr. Coladarci stated the
standards are just words and you can hear the irritation with the builder when the Commission asks
questions.
Ms. Papoutsis then stated the Hoyt Lane home could have a big glass structure next to the homes which
have been there a long time and commented it would be great if they could get some kind of review
with the ZBA and incorporate them into the historic preservation plan. Chairperson Holland stated with
regard to residential design review, they would run into a problem and added President Rintz was the
chairman of such a previous effort that did not move forward.
Mr. Kaarre stated for the information requests the Commission is talking about, those require updating
the ordinance to include more requirements for information or guidelines to go with the ordinance. Mr.
Coladarci stated the Commission can determine what information it would like as part of the demolition
application process and demand tha the applicants provide the necessary documentation, such as
condition of the home. Mr. Coladarci added that is why they have to fight the builder and make them
work harder to get what they want. He added the amount of demolitions would slow if they sense
hostility toward what the builder is trying to accomplish.
Chairperson Holland stated there were six applications where the neighbors were up in arms and they
did not know them. She referred to their suggestion to require a “For Sale” sign put up so the neighbors
know there is an application for demolition, and the Village attorney at that time stated that would not
be legal.
Mr. Schoon stated as he listened to the discussion, he asked if there is a difference between an historical
or architecturally significant home and an old home and the Commission Members agreed there is. Ms.
Good identified those old homes are contributing structures and the Commission is most concerned that
a significant home meets a certain amount of criteria. She noted the definition of an historic home is 50
years or older and there are homes that fit that criteria which are not significant but contribute to the
ambiance and the Commission has to pick and choose their battles which she commented is a whole
other discussion as to what do about contributing structures. Mr. Enck stated they are important issues
in different ways.
Mr. Coladarci referred to higher friction and making it more difficult to demolish a home and if a home is
more than 50 years old or historically or architecturally significant, to make it difficult and to change
attitudes about teardowns in Winnetka. He added while it may not be a great home, if it is fixed, it
would be a small place for those downsizing or a new family.
Mr. Enck stated in connection with what they saw in neighboring communities, personally he did not
want to be the community where it is easiest for developers to make money and what they are is what
the information on the chart shows which is it is easy for them to do.
Ms. Papoutsis agreed with Mr. Enck’s comments and referred to the situation at the last meeting where
the applicant stated they bought an historic home and would tear it down even if they are required to
get an HAIS. She stated the applicant said the agent said the property was listed as land. Ms. Papoutsis
then stated it makes sense if it was listed as land and questioned should it be red flagged if it is up for
demolition and the applicant be required to have an HAIS and go through the process with the hope it is
more stringent. She suggested they work better with the real estate community and stated the applicant
did not know it was an architecturally significant home.
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Mr. Kaarre stated the discussion ties back to creating historic districts and the main goal of a
preservation plan is to identify future landmarks and districts and the way to do that is to conduct a
survey of the properties. He referred to whether a greater level of care is needed to identify what those
properties are which can be done through a survey and to tie requirements to those properties.
Chairperson Holland responded they did that in 1987 before the ordinance was drafted and an
architectural historian was hired who drove through the Village and told the Village Council if there were
enough homes to qualify. She stated 300 homes were surveyed and 150 people who found their homes
were identified stated they had no right to identify them and that gave rise to opposition to the effort.
Chairperson Holland agreed a survey is needed and they have to find a way to do it with the permission
of the property owner.
Mr. Coladarci questioned if any historic preservation ordinance was created in the last 20 years or if it
would be an increased burden on homeowners. Mr. Weaver stated the surrounding suburbs are
adjusting them all the time. Ms. Papoutsis referred to Highland Park and Evanston. Ms. Good stated
Highland Park had a situation where they did not need the owner’s permission for landmark designation
and people were not for that and they took that away from Highland Park and stated there must have
been community backlash.
Mr. Kaarre stated a designation and survey are two different things and there are a number of
differences because the community has changed since 1987. Ms. Good stated in 2010, the Art Institute
had students do a survey. Chairperson Holland stated along with the Historical Society, they identified
every home in the Village during the summer and looked at the Historical Society files. She then stated
the effort fell apart and they did almost the whole downtown area in 3 to 4 years and from Hibbard to
the Lake and from Elm to Oak. Chairperson Holland noted Patty Van Cleave managed the project.
Ms. Good stated what the Commission heard is when there is a demolition and it is for a home built by
an architect where they do not know how many there are by a certain architect since they do not have a
survey. She then stated while the information would be nice to have, a survey would open a can of
worms. Ms. Hurley stated she heard they did not leap into something, but for it to be incremental and
education makes sense and the way to get at it is through a basic survey. She also stated they should
look at the number of homes torn down since they decided not to have a survey since 1987. Mr. Enck
stated a survey would be helpful if having the benefits for people who have an historic home to have
lower permit prices for instance. Mr. Enck then stated they rely on the Historical Society’s research
which helps and the Commission did not want to be too subjective. He noted there are other
communities which have surveys like Wilmette and Lake Forest.
Ms. Hurley stated with regard to teardowns, they have to tie into the idea of sustainability and there are
a lot of materials which go to the dump and they have to think about historic preservation through that
lens. Ms. Good stated there are environmental concerns as well. She then referred to giant mansions
being built after tearing down a 1920’s home which has asbestos in the basement. She stated they are
supposed to follow guidelines and they do not know if they do and they can make that an issue. Ms.
Papoutsis cited such a situation near home.
Mr. Coladarci stated they should require a plan and how it is going to deal with the environmental
aspects of the teardown such as how much of it is reused, does it have value, etc. for the neighbors’
concerns. He then stated while the Village required that anyway, they should see that before demolition
to protect the neighbors from damage being done to the neighborhood.
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Mr. Asfahani thanked the Commission for their comments and asked if the Commission had any final
thoughts or suggestions for them to share them through Mr. Schoon. Ms. Hurley informed the
Commission the website has a comment section and to include their email addresses for updates. She
also asked that they spread the word.
Ms. Good stated from an educational standpoint, she referred to the trolley tours and preservation
awards and there is only so much more they can do. She referred to the ongoing series of Winnetka and
Northfield libraries monthly discussions relating to restoring and researching old homes and it should be
ongoing with different people contributing. Ms. Good then stated it can be done in conjunction with
other things such as preservation week, architectural week or a month celebration. She also stated
schools have architectural programs and they should expand that. Ms. Good informed the Commission
the Book Stall has books out during that month and suggested writing in the neighborhood papers all
year long. She stated websites can put up information such as prairie homes in Winnetka, etc. and they
never fully explored the possibilities of what can be done for education in the community.
Ms. Papoutsis commented it would be worthwhile to get local publications to publish information about
the benefits of preserving versus tearing down a home. She stated they can discuss the issues with
landmarking and what the tax situation is as well as the benefit and that people misunderstood the
issue. Ms. Papoutsis stated that is why neighbors do not support landmarking and they think the tax
benefit would be detrimental to the rest of the community.
ns. Mr. Enck stated sustainability should factor into historic homes and all aspects of the community. He
then referred to other communities and Milwaukee which have requirements for certain structures and
the need for deconstruction as opposed to demolition which would divert materials from the landfill.
Mr. Coladarci stated it is mostly a matter of the need for more money from the bank to do that. He also
stated lower permit fees may not make a difference, but the time and effort to get it done may and the
extra cost or savings would not modify the behavior that much. Mr. Coladarci then stated they should
lean toward the process to make it more difficult as opposed to trying to create financial incentives
which are drivers. Mr. Coladarci then stated if an application is not done right according to the
ordinance, the applicant would have to come back with the right requirements and it should be
legitimate for the Commission and would not be overly burdensome on those spending a million on a
project.
New Business
Chairperson Holland stated they would be giving out the landmark preservation awards on February 18,
2020 and referred to the time it takes for the plaques to be made. She encouraged the Commission
Members to attend and stated she would give a copy of the list to the Village trustees and speak about
what the Commission needed to create the ambiance they want to have. Chairperson Holland then
stated it has been hard to get in touch with President Rintz and they want to make their position known
at the Village Council meeting.
Chairperson Holland then referred to the Council liaison reports and Mr. Coladarci stated he gave a little
bit of information to the Village Council but no one else was doing it and it is not helping. Chairperson
Holland stated they would inform the Village Council that the Commission met with The Lakota Group
and had a good conversation. Mr. Coladarci confirmed he would do that at the next Village Council
meeting.
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Mr. Enck informed the Commission multiple people reached out to him with regard to the 82 Essex
home which was designed by Walter Burley Griffin and he has a photo of what the home originally
looked like. He noted it was remodeled by Barry Bern and was one of the first reinforced cast in place
homes in the country. Mr. Enck then stated it was published a lot in magazines and Landmarks Illinois
has it on their radar. He also stated the home has not been updated and was listed for sale for a long
time. Mr. Enck noted it is off the market now, but was relisted as land. He stated in terms of what they
can do, it is the rare instance of the Commission not being reactive and it is an architecturally significant
home and was the model home used by Griffin as the floor plan when the capital of Australia was
designed. Mr. Enck then stated it had the same problem they always see such as the kitchen having
issues, weird layout, etc. and it would be too expensive for a young family who would need to put
money in it. He then stated while they do not know the solution, it may be coming before the
Commission.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions or new business. No additional comment
was made at this time.
Next meeting – March 2, 2020 – Quorum check.
The Commission members did not discuss the quorum for the next meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Antionette Johnson
Recording Secretary

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 25, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-06-LPC: 248 LINDEN STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from
Northworks Architects (the “Applicant”) to demolish the existing single-family residence on the property
at 248 Linden Street (the “Subject Property”). The Applicant is representing Scott Kemper, the owner of
the Subject Property.
A mailed notice was sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of the
Village Code. As of the date of this memorandum, staff has not received any written comments from
the public regarding this application.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.53 acres in size, is located on the west side of Linden
Street between Mount Pleasant Street and Sunset Road, and contains a single-family residence with a
detached garage. The property is zoned R-3 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-3 SingleFamily Residential.
PROPERTY HISTORY
As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the residence was
constructed in 1921 and designed by William Aitken. Subsequent building permits were issued in 1933
for a second-story alteration, in 1937 to construct a garage and servant’s quarters, and 1974 to remodel
the attached garage, construct a detached garage, and add a greenhouse. While the Winnetka Historical
Society (WHS) has indicated that the structure does not have architectural or historical significance, it
does note the Subject Property as being a good example of the architect’s prominent North Shore home
designs. The WHS’ research and comments are included in this report as Attachment C.
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no permits for any new single
family residences on the same block as the Subject Property. The Director has determined that a delay is
not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood.
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COMMISSION REVIEW
In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant
conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the
demolition permit. In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following:
1.

The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B);

2.

Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C);

3.

Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review
meeting.

If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall
notify the Director of Community Development that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for
delaying the demolition. The preliminary determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact
based on the record. The findings of fact shall include statements as to whether or not the building or
property has architectural merit, historical significance, both, or neither.
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following
criteria:
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code;
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation;
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the
Illinois Register of Historic places; and
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS
prior to issuance of a demolition permit.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:

GIS Aerial Map
Preliminary Property History Study
Historical Society Research
Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT B

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 6, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-06: 248 LINDEN STREET

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence and detached garage located at 248 Linden Street. Please return any available information
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the
day on Monday, February 24, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
8-3-1921
2-23-1933
6-21-1937
3-12-1974

Type
Build two-story brick veneer
residence
Alter second story of dwelling

Owner

Architect
William Aitken

Cyrus Mark

Construct garage and servants
Cyrus Mark
quarters
Construct two-car detached garage, George Newton
remodel attached garage, add
greenhouse

J.B. Schmidt
Rene Paul Travelletti
Meyer Rudoff
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248 Linden – January 21-22, 2020
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ATTACHMENT C
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ATTACHMENT D
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Christopher Marx
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brian Fryzel <bfryzel@nwks.com>
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 9:06 AM
Christopher Marx
Keith Labutta
External: RE: 248 Linden

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Good Morning Chris,
My relationship to the Owner is Architect.
Keith Labuta, our Vice Principal here at Northworks, will be attending the meeting on Monday evening.
Thanks.
Brian
BRIAN FRYZEL
SENIOR ARCHITECT

NORTHWORKS ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS, LLC
1512 N THROOP STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60642
P. (312) 440-9850
F. (312) 440-9851
WWW.NWKS.COM
This email message (including any attachments) may contain confidential or proprietary information and is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized
review, use, disclosure or distribution of this message (including attachments) is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient(s), please notify us by reply email and
delete the original message (including any attachments). Failure to follow any of the provisions of this email communication may be unlawful. Northworks Architects &
Planners, LLC has no responsibility for errors that may occur in the electronic transmission of data. Thank you for your cooperation.

From: Christopher Marx <CMarx@winnetka.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 9:02 AM
To: Brian Fryzel <bfryzel@nwks.com>
Subject: 248 Linden
Brian,
I noticed on the demolition application that the section “Applicant’s relationship to current property owner” was left
blank. I know that it might seem obvious to those involved with the application, but would you be able to state for the
record what your relationship is to the property owner, Scott Kemper? Simply stating “architect,” “designer,”
“developer,” etc. would suffice.
Thanks,
Chris
1
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 25, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-07-LPC: 932 CHERRY STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from
Matan Aharoni (the “Applicant”) to demolish the existing single-family residence on the property at 932
Cherry Street (the “Subject Property”). The Applicant is under contract to purchase the Subject Property
from the current owners, Steven and Antonia Strange.
A mailed notice was sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of the
Village Code. As of the date of this memorandum, staff has not received any written comments from
the public regarding this application.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.21 acres in size, is located on the south side of Cherry
Street between Provident Avenue and Birch Street, and contains a single-family residence with a
detached garage. The property is zoned R-5 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-5 SingleFamily Residential.
PROPERTY HISTORY
As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the original date of
construction is not able to be determined from Village records. A 1938 Sanborn Map indicates a public
utilities connection in 1915. Additional Building Permits were issued for the construction of a three-car
garage in 1931 and a porch addition in 1955. The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has indicated that
the structure does not have architectural or historical significance, except for the increasing scarcity of
modest vernacular homes in the neighborhood. The WHS’ research and comments are included in this
report as Attachment C.
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no permits for any new single
family residences on the same block as the Subject Property. The Director has determined that a delay is
not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood.
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COMMISSION REVIEW
In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant
conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the
demolition permit. In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following:
1.

The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B);

2.

Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C);

3.

Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review
meeting.

If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall
notify the Director of Community Development that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for
delaying the demolition. The preliminary determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact
based on the record. The findings of fact shall include statements as to whether or not the building or
property has architectural merit, historical significance, both, or neither.
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following
criteria:
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code;
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation;
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the
Illinois Register of Historic places; and
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS
prior to issuance of a demolition permit.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:

GIS Aerial Map
Preliminary Property History Study
Historical Society Research
Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT B

MEMORANDUM
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 6, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-07: 932 CHERRY STREET

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence and detached garage located at 932 Cherry Street. Please return any available information
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the
day on Monday, February 24, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
12-22-1931
11-30-1955

Type
Construct three-car garage
Construct porch addition

Owner
J.G.McFadgean
Mr. and Mrs. J. Phelan

Architect
J.G.McFadgean
Mr. and Mrs. J. Phelan
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932 Cherry – February 6, 2020
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ATTACHMENT C
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Christopher Marx
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Matan Aharoni
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 9:51 AM
Christopher Marx
External: Re: 932 Cherry

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Chris,
I am the developer.
On Wed, Feb 26, 2020 at 8:47 AM Christopher Marx <CMarx@winnetka.org> wrote:
Mr. Aharoni,

I noticed on the demolition application that the section stating “Applicant’s relationship to current property
owner” was not filled out. I know that it might seem obvious to those involved with the application, but would
you be able to state for the record what your relationship is to Steven and Antonia Strange. Simply stating
“contractor,” “builder,” “developer,” etc. would suffice.

Thanks,
Chris

Christopher Marx, AICP
Associate Planner
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development
510 Green Bay Road
Winnetka, Illinois 60093
(847) 716-3587
cmarx@winnetka.org

-Respectfully,
Matan Aharoni

Senior Advisor‐ Brokerage Services
1
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 25, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-08-LPC: 984 CHERRY STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from
S4 Construction, Inc. (the “Applicant”) to demolish the existing single-family residence on the property
at 984 Cherry Street (the “Subject Property”). The Applicant is representing Ryan and Kristen Dennis, the
owners of the Subject Property.
A mailed notice was sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of the
Village Code. As of the date of this memorandum, staff has not received any written comments from
the public regarding this application.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.21 acres in size, is located on the south side of Cherry
Street between Locust Street and Provident Avenue, and contains a single-family residence with a
detached garage. The property is zoned R-5 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-5 SingleFamily Residential.
PROPERTY HISTORY
As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the original date of
construction is not able to be determined from Village records. A 1938 Sanborn Map indicates a public
utilities connection in 1914. The only significant Building Permit that was issued for the property was for
an addition in 1937. The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has indicated that the structure does not
have architectural or historical significance, although it’s an example of an increasingly rare four square
style home in the neighborhood. The WHS’ research and comments are included in this report as
Attachment C.
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no permits for any new single
family residences on the same block as the Subject Property. The Director has determined that a delay is
not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood.
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COMMISSION REVIEW
In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant
conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the
demolition permit. In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following:
1.

The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B);

2.

Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C);

3.

Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review
meeting.

If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall
notify the Director of Community Development that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for
delaying the demolition. The preliminary determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact
based on the record. The findings of fact shall include statements as to whether or not the building or
property has architectural merit, historical significance, both, or neither.
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following
criteria:
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code;
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation;
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the
Illinois Register of Historic places; and
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS
prior to issuance of a demolition permit.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:

GIS Aerial Map
Preliminary Property History Study
Historical Society Research
Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT B

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 6, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-08: 984 CHERRY STREET

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence and detached garage located at 984 Cherry Street. Please return any available information
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the
day on Monday, February 24, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
2-15-1937

Type
Addition to single family dwelling

Owner
Vincenzo Mazzette

Architect
Vincenzo Mazzette

LPC-984 Cherry - Page 4

LPC-984 Cherry - Page 5

984 Cherry – February 6, 2020
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ATTACHMENT D
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mike Swain
Christopher Marx
External: 984 Cherry Avenue
Friday, February 7, 2020 7:47:26 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hi Chris,
My name is Mike Swain, owner of S4 Construction, Inc. I live and office in Wilmette and
have been a general contractor for the last 20 years. However, this is my first complete
house in Winnetka, so forgive me if I miss some info and have a ton of questions.
I submitted a demo application on 1-31-2020 for 984 Cherry Ave. I was told I need to supply
a general construction timeline.
Not sure when we would have the permit. But generally the project will take 8 months to
complete from permit.
Permit - Foundation 4 weeks
Foundation - Roof 6 weeks
Roof-Drywall
8 weeks
Drywall to finish
14 weeks.

Thank you,
Mike Swain
S4 Construction, Inc.
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 25, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-09-LPC: 1077 OAK STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from
Max Kruszewski (the “Applicant” and “Owner”) to demolish the existing single-family residence and
detached garage on the property at 1077 Oak Street (the “Subject Property”).
A mailed notice was sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of the
Village Code. As of the date of this memorandum, staff has not received any written comments from
the public regarding this application.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.2 acres in size, is located on the north side of Oak Street
between Glendale Avenue and Rosewood Avenue, and contains a single-family residence with a
detached garage. The property is zoned R-5 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-5 SingleFamily Residential.
PROPERTY HISTORY
As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the residence and
detached garage were built in 1959. A subsequent building permit was issued in 2009 for a new
concrete slab underneath the garage. The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has indicated that the
structure does not have architectural or historical significance. The WHS’ research and comments are
included in this report as Attachment C.
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no permits for any new single
family residences on the same block as the Subject Property. The Director has determined that a delay is
not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood.
COMMISSION REVIEW
In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant
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conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the
demolition permit. In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following:
1.

The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B);

2.

Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C);

3.

Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review
meeting.

If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall
notify the Director of Community Development that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for
delaying the demolition. The preliminary determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact
based on the record. The findings of fact shall include statements as to whether or not the building or
property has architectural merit, historical significance, both, or neither.
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following
criteria:
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code;
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation;
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the
Illinois Register of Historic places; and
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS
prior to issuance of a demolition permit.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:

GIS Aerial Map
Preliminary Property History Study
Historical Society Research
Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT B
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 6, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-09: 1077 OAK STREET

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence and detached garage located at 1077 Oak Street. Please return any available information
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the
day on Monday, February 24, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
4-22-1959
9-25-2009

Type
Construct single-family dwelling
and detached garage
New concrete slab for garage

Owner
W.M. Spencer Crosby

Architect
W.M. Spencer Crosby

H. Busschec

Not listed
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

FEBRUARY 25, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-02: 1153 PINE STREET – HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL
IMPACT STUDY

INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider the Historical
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) of the property at 1153 Pine Street (the “Subject Property”) prepared
by Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester at the request of Mary Kelly (the “Applicant”). The Applicant is
the owner of the Subject Property and plans to construct a new home.
In accordance with Section 15.52 of the Village Code, a notice to conduct the historic and architectural
impact review, including the date of the LPC meeting, has been mailed to property owners within 250
feet of the Subject Property. A notice of the LPC meeting was also published in the Winnetka Current
newspaper on February 13, 2020. As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written
comments from the public regarding this application. There were no comments received prior to the
January 6, 2020 meeting, in which the Demolition Permit application was first considered.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.866 acres in size, is located on the north side of Pine
Street between Ardsley Road and Pine Lane, and contains a single-family residence with an attached
garage. The property is zoned R-2 Single-Family Residential, and it is bordered by R-2 Single-Family
Residential to the north, east, and west, and R-5 Single-Family Residential to the south.
COMMISSION REVIEW
At the January 6, 2020 LPC meeting, by a vote of 6-1, the LPC required the applicant to submit a
Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS). The LPC found the property has sufficient architectural and
historical merit to warrant an HAIS prior to the issuance of the demolition permit based on the following
facts: (1) the home was designed by Russell Walcott, a prominent architect of the early twentieth
century on the North Shore; and (2) Gillett Elvgren, a prominent twentieth century artist maintained his
studio in the home.
It is the duty of the LPC to determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether the proposed
demolition will result either in the loss of a building or structure that is of historic or architectural
significance or in the significant alteration of the architectural character of the immediate
neighborhood.
The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has reviewed and commented on the HAIS, the comments are
included in this report as Attachment B.
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In accordance with Section 15.52.060 of the Village Code, the Commission is to enter findings on the
following issues:
a. whether the HAIS is complete;
b. whether the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural or historical
impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and
c. whether demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives to total demolition.
In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following:
a. the HAIS (Attachment A);
b. the preliminary property history study (Attachment D);
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and the HAIS (Attachments
B and D);
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the impact
determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.
The determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the entire record.
If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to
enable the LPC to make a determination as to the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may
direct the Applicant to complete, amend or supplement the report and may continue the impact
determination meeting pending the Applicant’s filing of a complete application.
A building or structure shall be considered to be historically or architecturally significant if the LPC
determines that it meets one or more of the following standards:
a. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built
or historic associations;
b. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change
or a series of changes in the original structure;
c. the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type
once common in the Village;
d. the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or
e. that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places.
If the LPC finds that the building proposed for demolition meets the standards for significance listed
above, the LPC may order that the issuance of the permit be delayed for up to 60 days to afford an
opportunity to find alternatives to demolition. The delay order shall (i) identify and evaluate the
structure’s historical or architectural significance; (ii) propose preservation alternatives and relevant
planning considerations based on such evaluation; (iii) encourage interest in and understanding of
preservation in the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request; and
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(iv) encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views between the applicant and
the owners and occupants of properties within 250 feet of the Subject Property.
The delay order may include a request for a conference with the owner. Any delay by the applicant in
complying with such request shall be added to the delay period. The LPC shall determine its
recommendations for saving the building and transmit them in writing to the applicant, and attempt to
work out a mutually satisfactory solution.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A: HAIS
Attachment B: Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment C: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment D: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment E: Historical Society Research
Attachment F: Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT A

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS)
1153 PINE STREET, WINNETKA
THE RUSSELL S. WALCOTT HOUSE

HAIS PREPARED BY:
SUSAN BENJAMIN AND JEANNE SYLVESTER
BENJAMIN HISTORIC CERTIFICATIONS
711 MARION AVENUE
HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on February 7, 2020
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ATTACHMENT A

Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street

Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester of Benjamin Historic Certifications have prepared this
Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the Russell S. Walcott House at 1153 Pine
Street in Winnetka, Illinois. Our qualifications are as follows:
Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with 30-plus years of experience, writing over 175
local and National Register nominations and preparing more than 200 property tax freeze and
federal income tax credit applications. Her B.A. is in Art History from Brown University, and her
M.S. is from the University of Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman of Highland Park
Historic Preservation Commission. She frequently consults on Historic Preservation projects,
lectures and has written several articles and books on Chicago architecture. She and architect Stuart
Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 1871 – 1921 (2008) and North Shore Chicago:
Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890 – 1940 (2004), published by Acanthus Press, New York.
Currently, Susan is currently working on another book, entitled Modern in the Middle: Chicago
Houses 1929 – 1975, which will be published in 2020. Susan is a resident of Highland Park.
Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications in May of 2018 after receiving her M.S.
in Historic Preservation in 2018 from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. While at SAIC,
Jeanne interned with the Landmarks Division of the City of Chicago Planning Department where
she researched, photographed and wrote numerous landmark designation reports. She also interned
with WTTW Chicago where she researched subjects for the award winning program “Ten That
Changed America.” Jeanne earned a B.A. in history from Northwestern University and a J.D. from
DePaul University College of Law. She has researched and drafted multiple Historic American
Building Survey projects, including one for Chicago Union Station. With Benjamin Historic
Certifications, Jeanne completed an intensive survey of over 3,000 commercial and residential
buildings in Lake Bluff, Illinois and has worked on many successful property tax freeze
applications. She is the author of “The ‘Beaux-Arts Boys’ of Chicago: An Architectural
Genealogy, 1890 – 1930” published by the journal Classicist. She is a resident of Long Grove.

2
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ATTACHMENT A

Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS

ATTACHMENT A: BIBLIOGRAPHY
ATTACHMENT B: PHOTOS OF RUSSELL S. WALCOTT HOUSE PUBLISHED IN
COUNTRY LIFE XLIII, NO. 6 APRIL, 1923 AND THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT 126, NO.
2455, SEPTEMBER 24, 1924
ATTACHMENT C: EXTERIOR PHOTOS OF 1153 PINE STREET
ATTACHMENT D: INTERIOR PHOTOS OF 1153 PINE STREET
ATTACHMENT E: FLOOR PLANS
ATTACHMENT F: TABLE OF INFORMATION FOR RESIDENCES IN THE
SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD
ATTACHMENT G: PHOTOS OF RESIDENCES IN THE SURROUNDING
NEIGHBORHOOD
ATTACHMENT H: SELECT RESEARCH
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ATTACHMENT A

Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street

Russell S. Walcott House
1153 Pine Street
Original construction date unknown, but between 1920 and 1923
with alterations in 1928, 1955, 1969, 1986, 1992 & 2001
Designed by Russell S. Walcott
Property Index Number (P.I.N.): 05-17-312-022-0000
Ownership History of the Land Parcel1
The legal description of 1153 Pine Street identifies the land parcel as “Lot 19 In Skokie View, A
Subdivision of that part of the Southeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼ Lying West of and adjoining the
Center Line of Rosewood Avenue, (Formerly Oakridge Avenue) and the East 15 acres of the
Southwest 1/4/of the Southwest ¼ of Section 17, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of the
Third Principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois.”
The first recorded entry for the property at the Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office for the
southwest quarter of section 17, Township 42 North, Range 13, was in 1871 when Artemis
Carter purchased the southwest ¼ of the Post Mears Subdivision from Edgar F. Brown and his
wife.2 The land was sold and divided over the years until 1920, when a plat of subdivision was
filed at the Cook County Recorder’s office creating the Skokie View Subdivision.3 Its boundaries
were Fig Street (today Westmoor Road) on the north, Rosewood Avenue on the east, Pine Street
on the South and the street today Pine Lane on the west. On February 4, 1920, Russell Walcott
and his wife Eugenia purchased Lot 19 in the Skokie View Subdivision.4 They were to
subsequently build a small house on the property, having moved from Evanston. No construction
permit was uncovered. The earliest references found concerning the house appeared in a
magazine: photographs were published in an article entitled “An Architect’s Home in Illinois
that Might Well be a Bit of Normandy” in Country Life (New York) Magazine in April, 1923.
Additional photographs of the house subsequently appeared in the journal The American
Architect on September 24, 1924.
Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 1153 Pine Street
Russell S. Walcott, February 4, 1920 – April 23, 1926
The designer and first owner of the house located at 1153 Pine Street was architect Russell S.
Walcott, a superbly skilled and successful architect who designed many large homes and estates
across the North Shore in a variety of revival styles. Trained in the office of country house
architect Howard Van Doren Shaw, he partnered with his older brother Chester, and later, with
1

All ownership information for the land parcel known as 1753 Pine Street in Winnetka was obtained while
conducting research at the Cook County Recorder of Deeds in January, 2020. Post-1985 information was obtained
from the Cook County Assessor’s Office online database.
2
Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office, Plat Book 244-A, Document #75, p. 148.
3
Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office, Plat Book 246-A, pp. 86, 87.
4
Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office, Plat Book 246-A, Document #6730753, p. 108.
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street

Edwin Hill Clark, before working on his own for a number of years. Finally, in 1928, Walcott
partnered with Robert Work, (who had previously been employed by Shaw, and, between 1917
and 1928 a partner of David Adler’s). Walcott’s designs are excellent interpretations of
Colonial, Tudor, Spanish and French Revival styles – restrained, however, and without excessive
ornamentation.
Upon returning from World War I, where he was stationed in France, Walcott built his own
small home in the style of French architecture, which is aptly described as French Revival. He
was clearly influenced by the French architecture he saw in Europe. Walcott did not draw from
other additional stylistic influences in the design of his own house, so the style cannot be
considered French Eclectic; the house is purely French Revival.
Although Walcott only lived at 1153 Pine Street for a relatively short time before he moved to
Barrington, he expanded the house for its next residents, John L. Dole and Barbara Ward
Dunham Dole, designing a large two-story brick “addition” which looked substantially like it
does today. Dole was just one of a number of owners of the house who were distinguished and
accomplished. They were entrepreneurs, heads of companies and philanthropists. One gained
considerable success and fame as an artist.5
John L. Dole and Barbara Ward Dunham Dole, April 23, 1926 – June 14, 1932
John Luther Dole was born on March 24, 1896, in Illinois. John L.’s father, Arthur, was born in
Maine and his mother Mary Gertrude Burr was born in Ohio. In 1900, John L. lived at 285 53rd
Street in Chicago and in 1920 he was living with his parents and his older brother Arthur Jr. at
4915 Woodlawn Avenue in the Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago.
John’s grandfather, John Newton Dole, was president and chairman of the board of the Hooker
Glass & Paint Company. John Newton Dole’s two sons Andrew R. Dole, known as A.R., was
vice-president (and married to Mary Hooker Dole, the daughter of Henry M. Hooker, founder of
the company) and Arthur Dole, John L.’s father, was secretary and treasurer. Arthur Dole, Jr.,
John L.’s brother, was a clerk for the company. The Hooker Glass and Paint Manufacturing
Company was founded in 1888 and grew to be one of the biggest and most successful paint
companies in Chicago.6
John L. Dole worked as a clerk, secretary and president of the Dole Valve Company, another
family business concern. In 1924 he was still living at 4915 Woodlawn Avenue. The Dole Valve
Company in Chicago manufactured high grade packless radiator valves and air and vacuum
valves. A. R. Dole, John’s uncle, was founder and president, and Arthur Dole, John L.’s father,
was vice president. The plant was located on North Wells Street but moved to a more modern
structure at 1923-1933 Carroll Avenue in Chicago.7 The structure is extant and features the
5

Information concerning the owners of 1153 Pine Street was obtained while researching at the Winnetka Historical
Society and using multiple online sources, including Newspapers.com and Ancestry.com.
6
In 1918 the H.H. Hooker Co. changed its name to the H.M. Hooker Glass and Paint Co. and elected the following
officers: the president was John Newton Dole, the vice president was Andrew R. Dole (John L. Dole’s uncle), and
the secretary and treasurer was Arthur Dole, John L. Dole’s father.6 “Sixty Years of Paint History,” Paint, Oil and
Drug Review 65, February 13, 1918: 6; Drugs, Oils and Paints 33, February, 1918: 327.
7
“New Plant of the Dole Valve Company,” The Heating and Ventilating Magazine 18, no. 8 (August 1921): 54.
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street

words “Dole Valve Co.” above the front door. The company later merged with the Eaton, Yale
and Towne Company, which is still in existence today, albeit in different form, as Yale.
John L. served as president of the Dole Valve Company for more than thirty years until his
retirement in 1966. He was on the board of several major companies; he was a trustee of the
Illinois Institute of Technology and former director of Container Corporation of America,
Pullman Corporation, Eaton Corporation, and the Belden Manufacturing Company of Chicago.
John L. Dole married Barbara Ward Dunham on June 7, 1924 in Kane County, Illinois. In 1924
Dole and his wife Barbara applied for a passport to go to the British Islands and Sweden for
travel and recreation. The 1930 federal census lists Dole and his wife, Barbara D. living at 1153
Pine Street with two children: Peter born sometime around 1925, and John L. Jr. born around
1928.8 The value of the home as listed on the 1930 census was $60,000. Adjusted for inflation,
$60,000.00 in 1930 is equal to $896,420.93 in 2020.9 John died on November 22, 1976.
He was survived by his wife Barbara, his son John L. Dole Jr., a daughter and four
grandchildren.10
Barbara Dunham Dole, John L. Dole’s wife, was born on September 27, 1902, in Wayne,
Illinois. She was a member of a well-known Wayne family.11 Barbara Dole’s father, Wirth S.
Dunham, was killed on July 17, 1931 in an automobile accident near Mount Prospect. Leaving
an estate valued at $205,000 in trust for his widow, upon her death the estate was left to Barbara
Dole and Barbara’s sister Miss Jane Dunham of Wayne, Illinois. The principal item of the estate
was the family home, a farm of approximately 1,000 acres located south of Elgin. Known as
Dunham Castle, the home was a large chateau-like building modeled after a castle in Normandy,
which Mr. Dunham’s father visited during one of his many trips to France, where he purchased
Percheron horses and other draft stock that he raised on his farm.12 After the Doles sold the
house on 1153 Pine Street in 1932, the they moved to Oaklawn Farm (the area including
Dunham Castle) in Wayne, Illinois. Barbara died on December 3, 1969.13
Helen H. Burbank Clayton June 14, 1932 – October 30, 1950
Jean Paul Clayton and his wife were the next owners of the property, beginning in 1932. Helen is
recorded as the owner. She was active in the social circuits of Winnetka and Chicago, and
president of the Southern Woman’s Educational Alliance. Mrs. Clayton gave a buffet luncheon
to board members and new officers at her home on 1153 Pine Street on June 13, 1935. She died
on September 6, 1975.14

8

In 1925 John and Barbara had a son named Wirth Dunham Doyle who was born on April 22, 1925 and who died
on March 20, 1940 and who was buried in Wayne, Illinois. It is unclear if Peter was Wirth, or why Wirth lived in
Wayne and not in Winnetka with the rest of the family.
9
https://www.dollartimes.com/inflation/inflation.php?amount=60000&year=1930
10
John L. Dole, Chicago Tribune [obit.], November 24, 1976.
11
“Mrs. John L. Dole,” Chicago Tribune [obit.] December 3, 1969.
12
“Wirth Dunham Estate, $205,000, left to Widow,” Chicago Tribune, August 6, 1931.
13
“Mrs. John L. Dole,” Chicago Tribune [obit.] December 3, 1969.
14
“Jean Paul Clayton” [obit.], Winnetka Talk, March 25, 1976.
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The 1936 Who’s Who in Chicago lists Jean Paul Clayton as living in the property at 1153 Pine
Street.15 He was vice president of Power Dispatchers Equipment Company and formerly held
positions of vice president, president and chief executive officer of Central Illinois Public
Service Co. and vice president of Middle West Utilities Co. Jean Paul Clayton died on March 25,
1976.16
It is not known where they moved after 1950. The couple had three children: Jean Paul Clayton
of Chicago, Hugh Burbank Clayton of Glenview, who married Antoinette de Bellisen-Durban,
daughter of the Count and Countess Bernard de Bellisen-Durban of Paris, and a daughter, Helen
Ruth Clayton Rossin. Helen attended the Sophie Newcomb College of music at Tulane
University and the Julliard School of Music and she served in the WAVEs during World War II.
Her husband was a grandson of the late Adolph Lewisohn, well known in philanthropic circles,
for whom the Lewisohn stadium at the City College of New York is named. On October 11,
1950, Helen Burbank Clayton and her husband Jean Paul sold the property to John W. Browning.
The transfer was recorded on October 30, 1950.17
John W. Browning October 30, 1950 – June 20, 1952
John W. Browning owned the property where 1153 Pine Street is located less than two years. No
information was uncovered on him, and it is not clear if the property was transferred to
Browning as a trustee for the Chicago Title & Trust Co. or in an individual capacity. On June 13,
1952, Browning sold the house to Albert L. Washburn. The transfer was recorded on June 18,
1952.
Albert L. Washburn June 18, 1952 – February 25, 1953
Albert L. Washburn owned the property for an even shorter period of time than John W.
Browning, less than a year. Nothing was learned about Washburn. The property then transferred
from him to Gillette A. Elvgren on February 17, 1953 and the transfer was recorded on March
11, 1953.
Gillette A. and Janet Elvgren March 11, 1953 – June 20, 1956
A great deal of information is known about artist Gillette A. Elvgren, who was born in St. Paul,
Minnesota, attended University High School and studied art at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.
In 1933 Elvgren eloped with his high school sweetheart Janet Cummins and moved to Chicago
to attend the American Academy of Art in Chicago. He graduated from the Academy and began
a career in advertising. Elvgren was a protégé of Haddon “Sunny” Sundblom, an American artist
best known for the images of Santa Claus he drew for the Coca Cola Company which the
company still uses today. In 1927, Elvgren began painting calendar pin-ups for Louis F. Down
one of American’s leading publishing companies. Many of his pin-ups were reproduced as nose
art on military aircraft during World War II. Elvgren then worked with the publishing firm of
Brown & Bigelow, which was founded in 1896 and in 1925 established a tradition of publishing
calendars for the Boy Scouts of America, many of which were illustrated by Norman Rockwell.18
15

Who’s Who in Chicago, 1936.
“Jean Paul Clayton” [obit.], Winnetka Talk, March 25, 1976.
17
Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office, Tract Book 246-D, document # p. 108, document #14938932.
16

18

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_%26_Bigelow
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It is unclear exactly when Elvgren and his wife moved Winnetka, but by 1942 they were raising
three children there. As soon as they moved into the home on Pine Street in the 1950s, Elvgren
began the process to build a studio in the attic of his home. He applied for a permit to build a
two-car brick and frame addition to the garage on October 20, 1955 (attached in the Appendix,
along with drawings). “Fitted with overhead windows that allowed the northern light to flood his
easel, the studio was completed within months.”19 Initially Elvgren worked alone in his studio in
the house, but soon he used an assistant to set up lighting, build props and scenes, photograph
sets, and prepare his paints. Much of his most successful work was painted in the house at 1153
Pine Street.
Elvgren’s clients included Brown and Bigelow, Coca Cola, General Electric and the Sealy
Mattress Company. In 1956 Elvgren moved with his family to Florida. Gil Elvgren died on
February 29, 1960 and Janet died in 1966. A book about Elvgren and his work entitled Gil
Elvgren and his Great American Pin-Ups was published by Taschen in 1999, and his work is
featured prominently in another book, The Great American Pinup by Louis K. Martignette and
Charles G. Meisel, also published by Taschen in 1996. Elvgren: His Life & Art, co-authored by
Max Allan Collins and Elvgren’s youngest son Drake, was published in 1998.20 Elvgren’s
original work can be seen in the World of Coca-Cola Museum in Atlanta and Louis K. Meisel’s
Gallery in New York. On June 20, 1956 the Elvgrens sold the property to French Strother and
Barbara Cary, Jr. and the transfer was recorded on September 4, 1956.
French Strother Cary, Jr. & Barbara Fortune Cary September 4, 1956 – June 11, 1976
French Cary Strother Sr. was born on November 1, 1879 in Richmond, Virginia. He was a
graduate of the College of Physicians and Surgeons in Baltimore, Maryland and took urology
classes at John Hopkins Medical School. He was a prominent attending urologist at Englewood
Hospital, and professor of urology, Post-Graduate Medical School at the University of Illinois.
He married Edith Jones on January 4, 1908.21 He died on December 11, 1956. The couple had
one child, French Strother Cary, Jr. on March 18, 1912 in El Paso, Texas.
French Strother Cary, Jr. (known as Strother Cary), graduated from the University of Chicago in
1934, served in the navy during WWII and received four decorations for bravery, ending his
service as lieutenant commander. Cary worked at an advertising agency Erwin, Wasey &
Jefferson, and was one of five people who left that agency with Mr. Leo Burnett to start his
eponymous advertising agency.22 By 1958, Cary was Administrative Vice President, chairman,
executive committee member and treasurer of the Leo Burnett Company in Chicago.23 He was a
19

Charles G. Martignette, “The Art & Life of Gil Elvgren,” Gil Elvgren, http://www.gilelvgren.com/GE/bio.php,
accessed January 27, 2020.
20
Robert K. Elder, “Pinup King,” Chicago Tribune, June 30, 2005.
21
History of Medicine and Surgery and Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago, The Biographical Publishing
Corporation, 1922: 442.
22
John McDonough, “Burnett – An Enduring Culture; at the 60-Year Mark, the Agency Still Hews to the RockSolid Values and Principles of its Founder,” AdAge, https://adage.com/article/news/burnett-enduring-culture-60year-mark-agency-hews-rock-solid-values-principles-founder-part-1-5/86241, July 31, 1995, accessed January 28,
2019.
23
Advertising Agencies, American Radio History, https://www.americanradiohistory.com/hd2/IDXBusiness/Annuals/Archive-Radio-Annual-IDX/50s/1958/RA-1958-All-OCR-Page-0159.pdf, accessed January 29,
2020.
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former governor of the central region of the American Association of Advertising Agencies and
member of the board from 1956 – 58. Strother was a member of the University of Chicago
Alumni Foundation cabinet, a life trustee and former vice chairman of the Ravinia Festival
Association, a governing member of Symphony Orchestra, a life member of the Art Institute of
Chicago and a director of the Off-the-Street Club. Founded in 1900, the Off the Street Club is
Chicago’s oldest boys and girls club, providing after school programs, tutoring and mentorship
programs to children in the West Garfield Park neighborhood.24
Strother Cary married Barbara Fortune on November 25, 1936. Barbara was the daughter of John
L. Fortune, chairman of the Fortune Bros. Brewing Company in Chicago, one of Chicago’s first
breweries. The Fortune family lived at 1451 Astor Street in Chicago. Barbara Fortune Strother
was a member of the Women’s Board of the Hadley Institute School for the Blind and Visually
Impaired, a director for the North Avenue Day Nursery in Chicago and an original member of
the Ravinia Festival Association’s theater committee. The couple had two children: Eliza Cary
Hutton and French S. Cary III. Barbara died on September 1, 1971 and Strother died on July 1,
1978.25 In 1976 Strother sold the property to Marshall and Henrietta Harrison. It is not known
where he lived from the time of the sale of the property until his death.
Marshall Harrison & Henrietta Irgang Harrison, June 11, 1976 – December 21, 1976
Marshall Harrison is an entrepreneur, advisor and consultant, currently living in Westport CT.
He was the founder and chairman of the board of directors of Imperium, an industry leader in
data quality and fraud prevention solutions, from 1990 until February 2019. Prior to founding
Imperium, Harrison was a member of the New York Stock Exchange and the Chicago Board of
Options Exchange and was a venture capital investor. He developed numerous internet startups
and major database systems. Finally, Harrison was a founding member of the Connecticut
Technology Council and served on its Board of Directors and Executive Committee. He also
served on the board of the Connecticut Information Technology Institute (UConn). In 1998 he
was a candidate for the U.S. Congress as the Libertarian Party nominee for the 4th District of
Connecticut.26
He and his wife were married in 1968 and lived in New York City, England and Fairfield, CT.
Henrietta, the daughter of Helen and Ben Irgang, was a marriage and family therapist in private
practice. She was known as “the therapist to therapists,” since so many professionals sought her
advice for their personal lives. She had been a pioneer in the advancement of equal opportunity
employment programs for women. Henrietta died on October 28, 2019. The couple had two
sons: Zachary and Alexander. 27 It appears that the Harrisons, who only owned the property for
six months, moved to Connecticut after they sold the house at 1153 Pine Street.
Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry 14, 1965: 210.
“Off the Street Club,” https://offthestreetclub.com/trip/about, accessed February 3, 2020.
25
“Miss Barbara Fortune Sets Wedding Date,” Chicago Tribune, November 4, 1936; “Home Ceremony,” Chicago
Tribune, November 27, 1936; “Barbara Fortune Cary” [obit.] Winnetka Talk, September 11, 1975; “F. Strother Cary,
Jr.” [obit.] Winnetka Talk, July 13, 1978.
26
Marshall Harrison, LinkedIn, https://www.linkedin.com/in/marshall-harrison-15b225, accessed February 2,
24

2020.
27

“Henrietta Harrison, 69,” Westport Now [obit.],
https://westportnow.com/index.php?/v2_5/obitjump/henrietta_harrison_69/, accessed January 30, 2020.
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Charles S. and Zillah T. Oden, March 3, 1980 – January 23, 1986
No information was found on Charles or Zillah Oden, except that they may have moved to New
Orleans, and might be living at 6002 Stones Throw Rd, Houston, TX.28 The couple sold the
property to Richard M. and Donna G. Rosenberg in January of 1986.
Richard M. & Donna G. Rosenberg January 23, 1986 – June 12, 2019
Richard M. Rosenberg was born in 1934 and attended Hyde Park High School, where he met his
wife, Donna L. Green, in 1952. Richard was active in high school. He was a hall guard, a library
aid, was President of the Euclideans Club, and a member of the Pythagoreans, Student Council,
Sigma Epsilon, and Aitchpe. He was a sports editor of the Quill and Scroll and was on the track
team. He received a civic award. 29 Rosenberg graduated with a B.A., magna cum laude, from
Harvard College in 1956 and with an LLB from Harvard Law School in 1959. He was an
attorney in the finance division of the law firm of Mayer Brown and currently serves as Professor
and Distinguished Lecturer in Residence at Loyola University School of Law.30
Donna was born on August 29, 1934. Her parents were Harold and Marion Green. She was a
native of South Shore and a graduate of Hyde Park High School, where she was a classes staff
editor of the AItchpe, a hall guard, in the a capella group, a member of G.A.A., worked in the
attendance office, was secretary for Signa Epsilon, worked in the Box Office, was a Senior Girl,
worked on the Annual Staff and as a Hydeparker Agent and received a civic award. She
graduated from the University of Michigan in 1956 and received a master’s degree from Harvard
University. She was a teacher in the Winnetka Public School System and taught English at
Washburne Junior High School She authored several books on mythology and world literature,
including World Mythology: An Anthology of Great Myths and Epics, published by Glencoe
McGraw-Hill. The couple married on July 16, 1958,31 settled in Winnetka in 1967 and had three
children: David Rosenberg-Wohl, Deb Dufty and Mimi Ritchie. They were Director’s Society
supporters of Writers Theatre in Glencoe and the Oriental Institute at the University of
Chicago.32 Donna died on December 4, 2017 but her husband survives her. He lives in Evanston.
On June 12, 2019, Richard M. Rosenberg sold the home at 1153 Pine Street to Mary Kelly and
Petro Satriano for $1,330,000.33 They are the current owners of the property.
28

Charles S. Oden, https://www.familytreenow.com/records/people/oden/charles/jgu5jd_fdxbort_xfcuz6a, accessed
February 2, 2020; ancestry.com.
29
Hyde Park High School 1952 Yearbook, Ancestry.com
30
“Richard M. Rosenberg,” Martindale, https://www.martindale.com/attorney/richard-m-rosenberg-906492/;
“Richard M. Rosenberg,” https://www.luc.edu/law/faculty/facultyandadministrationprofiles/rosenberg-richardm.shtml, both accessed February 3, 2020, interview with Jeanne Sylvester, February 5, 2020.
31
Donna Green Rosenberg, Chicago Tribune [obit.], December 7, 2017; Donna Green Rosenberg, Legacy.com,
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/chicagotribune/obituary.aspx?n=donnarosenberg&pid=187459863&fhid=29052, accessed January 28, 2020. \
32
“The Mystery of Love & Sex,” Program, Writers Theatre, 25th Anniversary Season, 2015,
https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/01-02_honor_roll.pdf, accessed January 29,
2020.
33
“Mary Kelly and Petro Satriano buy 1153 Pine St., Winnetka for $1.33M,”
https://blockshopper.com/news/512650833-mary-kelly-and-petro-satriano-buy-1153-pine-st-winnetka-for-1-33m,
accessed January 29, 2020.
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Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations
All of the building permits for the residence are listed in the table below. Copies of the original
permits are attached in the Appendix.
PERMIT HISTORY
Date
6/14/1928

Owner
John Dole

Action
Architect
Build a 2 story brick Russell Walcott
addition to residence
Construct addition to
2-story s.f. residence

10/20/1955

G. H. Elvgren

9/29/1969

French Strother
Cary, Jr. & Barbara
Fortune Cary
Richard M. & Donna
Rosenberg
Richard M. & Donna
Rosenberg

Remodel kitchen in
s.f. residence

Richard & Donna
Rosenberg
Richard M. & Dona
Rosenberg

Build 2-story room
addition
Build 3rd floor room
addition and add one
car garage

1/17/1986
4/10/1986

5/10/1986

4/3/1992
4/25/2001

Remodel kitchen of
s.f. residence
Raze glazed rear
porch of s.f.
residence; Build 2story room addition
to s.f. residence
Richard M. & Donna Build 2-story room
Rosenberg
addition to s.f.
residence
William Spaar
William Spaar

Narrative Description of the Property, Including Alterations
The parcel upon which the house is sited is a flat expansive lot measuring 184.80’ X 200’.
Although there is no original construction permit, title records indicate that architect Russell
Walcott purchased the property in 1920.34 The front of the house faces southeast and is reached
by a gently curving driveway.
The home that Walcott built for himself in the early 1920s was considerably different from the
house that is located at 1153 Pine Street today. It was a small cottage accessed by a stone path
34

Book 246-D, Page 108; Lots 18-20, Document #6730753, dated February 4, 1920 and recorded on February 5,
1920.
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from the street. It was three bays wide, topped by a very steep hipped roof with a ridge line
parallel to the line of the flared overhang. It had a center entrance, flanked by quoins and three
dormers. There were no wings. In plan, the house had a square footprint. Entrance was into a
very small vestibule with a staircase slightly to the east of the front doorway, but appears to have
been configured the way it looks today—a straight run flanked by walls. There were only three
rooms on the first floor. A living room running north south the entire length of the house.
occupies the west half of the first floor. The east half has a kitchen in the front southeast corner.
A hallway from the vestibule extends north past a pantry to a large dining room, with two corner
cabinets, occupying the northeast corner of the house. A large porch extended across the entire
north wall of the house. There was a second floor with bedrooms and at least one bath occupying
the same square footprint as the first floor of the house.
There was a garden wall the height of the first floor connecting the house to a one-car garage. An
entrance in the wall led to a landscaped courtyard with a side entrance to the house and another
in the rear of the garage and a path to an oval garden. Stone steps accessed the front door from
the street and accessed, through the wall opening, the landscaped courtyard.
In 1928, according to a building permit only stating “addition,” the house was totally altered,
interestingly, by Walcott himself. A small quaint and elegant cottage was transformed into a
rustic French country house. It appears as though the front of the house was moved forward with
a transverse front hall extending across the front---to a library on the west and a service area on
the east. The sole remnant of Walcott’s original personal cottage appears to be the small stair hall
and the staircase itself.
Exterior
The house as it exists today, stands 1-1/2 stories on the front and 2-1/2 at the rear. The walls are
whitewashed red brick. The roofs are flared and topped with asphalt shingles. Windows are
multipane. Some have louvered shutters. Decorative ironwork complements the house. There are
dormers located throughout the house, lighting the second floor.
Walcott’s redesign has an irregular footprint, but from the street, the front façade is generally
symmetrical. Unfortunately, the newer unsympathetic garage destroys the symmetry. Originally
the house had a single car garage. On October 20, 1955 a permit was taken out for Owner G. H.
Elvgren to build the two-car brick and frame garage.35 The contractor was Community Builders.
On April 25, 2001, then owner, Richard Rosenberg, took out a building permit for a 3rd floor
room addition and the addition of a 1-car garage. William Spaar was the architect; Karl G.
Knobel was the builder.36 The garage that faces the street contains two sections. The two-bay
1955 section adjacent to the house is separated by a brick wall from the 2001 one-bay section.
The doors have slim decorative bands in roughly oval shapes. With a nod to French stylistic
treatments, the decorative door designs have radiused corners and the bays are topped by a
shallow flared mansard roof with a flat deck. This modern design is in stark contrast to the tall
imposing house. The garage extends forward of the plane of the house.
35

Building Permit to construct a brick and frame garage, Community Builders, $2500.
Building Permit to construct a 3rd floor room and a 1-car garage addition, William Spaar, architect; Karl G.
Knobel, builder; Richard Rosenberg, owner. Cost listed as $28,000.
36
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The formal front of the historic house is symmetrical with a three-bay center section topped by a
steeply-pitched hipped roof that has a horizontal ridge cap. This section is connected to
projecting wings that are each one bay wide and topped by steep hipped roofs that are pointed at
the front but with a horizontal ridge line that runs perpendicular to the ridge line of the center
section. All of the first floor windows are flanked by tall louvered shutters. Two of the second
floor dormers are set into the roof; the center window, over the front entrance, is shorter and not
set into the roof. All are topped by shallow hipped roofs. Each has a slightly projecting French
balcony with wrought iron railings that have vertical supports.
The front entrance, approached from a curving path off the driveway, is prominently located in
the center of the house. It is flanked by pairs of twelve light casement windows with louvered
shutters. The front door is set behind a projecting canopy that is topped by a flared standing seem
copper roof supported by wrought ironwork in a simple decorative pattern composed of
triangular elements. These rest on a raised slate stoop that extends approximately 2’ from the
front of the house. The door has a louvered shutter on each side. The door, which is up a single
step, has a decorative wrought iron screen with a design of curving elements. The door is
composed of three rectangular glass panels with molded frames and wrought iron diagonal cross
bars. A simple glass light in a square wrought iron frame lights the front porch.
Each of the side wings has a window on the first floor composed of multilight windows topped
by a brick segmental arch and framed by tall louvered shutters. That on the left contains a pair of
12-light casements. That on the right contains a pair of 8-light casements. The dormer windows
on the second floor match the tall dormers in the center section of the house.
The west side façade consists of two symmetrical elements. That to the south forms the south
wall of the front facing wing to the west of the entrance. The center element of this section has a
prominent chimney with a blind shallow arch on the first floor. Its walls narrow via diagonal
supports to a slightly sloping chimney that extends above the roof of the wing. Approximately
2/3 of the way up is an iron S-brace. The chimney is white washed brick like the first floor of the
house. It has a slim projecting brick cap. Twelve light casements topped by segmental arches
flank the first floor of the chimney. Eight light dormers flank the chimney on the second floor.
This section contains a library, which opens on the interior off the entrance hall and the living
room. The second section, to the north, is two bays wide and topped by a flared mansard roof. It
projects one bay deep. The first floor contains a pair of 12-light casements topped by a segmental
arch. The second floor contains three large dormers similar in size to the window openings on
the first floor. One dormer faces south and two face west. Each contains a pair of 12-light
casements. The wall facing south of this section contains a pair of 12-light casements topped by
a segmental arch on the first floor and a dormer with a pair of 12-light casements on the second.
The north wall of this section that is topped by a mansard roof contains a pair of 12-light
casements topped by a segmental arch on the first floor and two dormers on the second. The
larger one, to the west, contains a pair of 12 light casements; the smaller one contains a pair of 8light casements. This projecting section of the house, which contains the family room, opens off
the living room. The sills of the window openings are set in a decorative pattern, with bricks that
alternate with those that project and those that are recessed.
At the rear is a projecting glass porch with brick walls and, on the first floor, multipane openings
topped by segmental arches and on the second floor, one dormer. The first floor of the west wall

13

LPC-1153 Pine - Page 15

ATTACHMENT A

Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street

contains two pairs of 18-light dormers topped by segmental arches and, next to the house, a door
with 15 lights topped by a segmental arch. There are two 15 light dormers on the second floor
facing east. The north wall contains three openings on the first floor with pairs of 18 light
windows topped by a segmental arch. There is a single dormer above the first floor center
opening that contains a pair of 15-light windows. The east wall contains a pair of 18 light
openings to the north topped by a segmental arch and a single dormer with two 15-light
openings. In 1986 this porch replaced a glazed rear porch that was 23’ x 12’ x 10’ tall, which
was razed at a cost of $750 by builder Karl G. Knobel.37 It was replaced by the current two story
porch that stands 23’ x 16’ x 18’ high. This structure was built by Knobel for Richard Rosenberg
at a cost of $38,000.38
Immediately east of the porch is a 3-story section, that contains the dining room on the first floor
and an entrance at the south end to the service area. There is a single window with a pair of 12light casements topped by a segmental arch facing north on the first floor and a single window
with a pair of 12-light casements topped by a segmental arch facing east. Both windows have
louvered shutters. The door is topped by a segmental arch. Permits indicate that an addition of
three rooms was built in 1992 at a cost of $45,000 for Richard Rosenberg. William Spaar was the
architect; Knobel was the builder. It is possible that a two -story section was added to the south
of the porch at this time, extending up from the first floor.39 This area contains three dormers on
the second floor and two on the third. On the second, one that faces east is inset; the other,
located to the north, contains two pairs of 10-light casements and faces north. It has a wrought
iron French balcony as does the window facing north. In 2001, at the same time a third bay was
added to the garage a third floor room was added at a cost of $28,000. Spaar was architect;
Knobel was the builder. It is likely that the large shed dormer that contains four pairs of
casement windows facing north and extends beyond the third floor of the steep hipped roof
section over the dining room was added at this time.
South of the doorway is the wing with a steep hipped roof located just to the right of the front
door. It contains a band of five 12-light casements on the first floor facing north and a dormer
containing a pair of 12-light casements with a wrought iron French balcony on the second. There
is also a dormer containing a pair of 12-light casements with a wrought iron French balcony
facing north on the second. The band of windows light an eating area off the kitchen. There is a
bedroom above.
On the east wall of the wing there is a single 12-light opening at the north end. The 1-story three
-bay garage projects off the east wall. Its rear wall is wood sided and has three small rectangular
windows and a paneled door shaded by a bracketed overhang.
Interior

37

Permit dated 5/10/ 86 to raze a 23’ x 12’ x 12’ tall glazed rear porch. Karl G. Knobel is listed as “wrecker”. Cost
was listed as $750.
38
Permit dated 5/10/86 to build a 2-story room addition, 23’ x 16’ x 18’ high at a cost of $38,000. Knobel is listed as
builder, Richard Rosenberg as owner. Immediately
39
Permit dated 4/3/92 to build a two story addition of three rooms for $45,ooo for Richard Rosenberg. William
Spaar , architect, Karl G. Knobel builder.
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The first floor of the Walcott House contains the main public rooms. All of the bedrooms are on
the upper floors. The main entrance, on the south side of the house, opens directly into a
transverse hallway that runs east west. Opposite the front door is a small stair hall accessed
through an open doorway.
At the west end of the hallway there are double louvered doors topped by a segmental arch that
access the library. At the north end of the hall is an open entrance into the living room. There is a
family room north of the living room that is accessed from it by two entrances. This room is
immediately adjacent to the library but separate from it. The dining room is east of the living
room. The glazed sun porch is at the north side of the house, with entrances to it from both the
living room and dining room. There is an entrance connecting the living and dining rooms. The
southeast corner of the house contains the service area, with a powder room, kitchen and
breakfast area. The garage opens off a doorway from the breakfast space. There is another exit
from the house facing east, adjacent to the kitchen.
The interior of the house tends to have a rustic feeling. Plaster walls have a rough surface. The
floors are wood plank or stone, and there is little, if any, decorative trim. The openings between
rooms penetrate walls that are 1’-2’ thick. Rooms have baseboard heating and wall air
conditioning units.
The long front hallway, which is approximately 12’ x 27’, has a slightly vaulted arched ceiling.
There is a closet at the east end. The staircase to the second floor is visible through the east
arched opening, the living room through the west arched opening. The library is glimpsed
through the double doors.
The library, which is approximately 12’ x 16’, is a large rectangular room with a floor of
irregularly shaped stones. The ceiling has rough-hewn beams. Inset bookshelves alternate with
window openings. At the end is a fireplace with a flared bronze hood topped by a rough-hewn
plank. There are window seats under the tall pairs of twelve light windows.
The living room, which is about 16’ x 25’, is the largest room on the first floor. It has wood
plank floors. Book shelves line the east wall that has a fireplace centered between the shelves
with a flat surround and hearth, but no mantel.
Two entrances, topped by segmental arches access the family room, which is adjacent to and the
same approximate size as the library. It has wood plank floors and walls with bookshelves
between the windows.
Immediately north of the living room is the sunroom with glazed walls that was built in 1986. It
has wide board wood floors. The dining room, which is approximately 12’ x 14’, has wood plank
floors. Unlike the other public spaces that have can lights, the dining room has a chandelier. This
room, like the living room, opens onto the porch.
There is a small hallway between the dining room and the service area. On one side is a powder
room; on the other is a staircase to the basement.
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The service area consists of three spaces. Two serve as the kitchen. The third is the eating area
that has an expanse of windows facing north. The area was remodeled in 1969. The most recent
remodeling was 1986. It has linoleum tile floors, varnished wood cabinets and white countertops.
Stairs to the second floor are accessed through a narrow arched opening. These are carpeted.
Located between two walls with railings on each side, the stairs flare at the bottom. The railings
gracefully curve at the top, attaching to the perpendicular walls.
The second floor consists of seven rooms. The master suite is at the east end of the house. There
is a bedroom located in the wing to the right of the front door. Entrance to this bedroom is
through a dressing room. Between the dressing room and a second bedroom in the northeast
corner of the house is a bathroom. At the west end of the house is a sitting room, a play room and
a large bedroom. The playroom is located in the wing that is to the left of the front entrance. The
bedroom faces west. To the north is another bedroom, which likely was part of the 1986 addition
and adjacent dressing room and bath. The rooms that are not carpeted have wood plank floors.
Most of the rooms contain bookshelves.
There are enclosed stairs to the third floor. This area contains a large bedroom, bath, cedar closet
and attic storage. It appears as though most of this space was added in 2001.
French Architecture
Both the house that Walcott designed for himself and the “addition” he designed for the Doles in
1928 reflect two totally different variations of French architecture—one a small cottage, like a
miniature French manor house, the other a sprawling country house, rustic in feeling. These
represent different variations; both inspire by historic French architecture.
Although French architecture never attained the degree of popularity that Tudor and Colonial
Revival had on Chicago's North Shore, it was much admired and received considerable attention
nationally. It is found in suburbs that enjoyed substantial population growth during the 1920s
(like Winnetka) and that feature houses designed in historical revival styles. The French Revival
style appeared in the 1920s and continued to be popular through the 1930s before slowing in
construction in the 1940s and disappearing in the 1950s.40 The style’s rise in popularity
coincides with American exposure to French architecture during World War I (1914-1918). Like
Walcott, many American soldiers had served in France, where they encountered first-hand
exposure to French prototypes. It was natural for the increasingly worldly and sophisticated
North Shore resident to look to tradition for comfort and respectability in their homes, and
several of the most sophisticated residents were enamored with French architecture.
Throughout the 1920s, several books were published and circulated in the United States on
French domestic country architecture, including the 1924 French Provincial Architecture as
Shown in Various Examples of Town and Country Houses, Shops and Public Places Adaptable
to American Conditions by Henry Oothort Milliken and Philip Lippincott Goodwin. 41 Filled
40

Virginia & Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985, p. 388.
Philip Lippincott Goodwin, who served as Chairman of the Department of Architecture and Industrial Design at
New York’s Museum of Modern Art between 1935 and 1940 is best known for his striking glass front 1938 design,
created with Edward Durrell Stone, for the building. Prior to 1930, however, he was much enamored with French
41
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with photos and measured drawings of 16th - 19th Century French manor houses, Goodwin’s
book lauds French design. In 1923, Philip Goodwin designed a home, said to be modeled after a
Norman French inn, for prominent Lake Forest residents, Mr. and Mrs. Noble Judah.42 Magazine
articles praising French architecture also were plentiful. France was very much in vogue in
America between the wars. It has been noted in the book Versailles, the American Story, that the
children of fashionable New England families were taught French at home and were frequently
sent to complete their studies at the Sorbonne in Paris. The expatriate American community was
glittering. “Paris was the place to be.”43 Russell Walcott was clearly enamored with this style
when designing his home, and he continued designing houses in the French style, including the
Oswald Douglas House in Lake Forest (ca. 1926, address unknown). An item in the 1926 issue
of House and Garden praised Walcott’s design for the Douglas House, stating “It has integrity,
elegance and tradition, and it is designed for comfortable living.”44
The French Revival architecture of the 1920s differed considerably from the more massive and
pretentious Chateauesque style of the 1880s and 1890s.45 In their book on architectural styles, A
Field Guide to American Houses, Virginia and Lee McAlester note that what they called “the
French Eclectic style,” which was popular between 1915-1945, was based on precedents
provided by many centuries of French architecture. They classify the style into three subtypes,
the symmetrical, the asymmetrical and the towered. The identifying features that they attribute
as common to all three types of the style are tall, steeply pitched roofs, eaves that flare out at
roof-wall junctures and brick, stone or stucco wall cladding, sometimes with half timbering.46
The Russell S. Walcott House, faced in whitewashed brick with steeply-pitched flared roofs,
meets this description. It is symmetrical, with a hipped roof, centered entry and dormers topped
by hipped roofs. Façade detailing is formal. The house as transformed by Walcott for the Doles
was inspired by a rustic provincial French house, not a grand chateau or modest farmhouse.
Wings were added to the sides of the main block. In addition, French doors and casement
windows with shutters are typical.
While French architecture was not as popular for homes built on the North Shore in the 1920s or
1930s as Georgian or Tudor Revival, it was more prolific in Winnetka than in other North Shore
suburbs.47 There are a number of significant eclectic homes in Winnetka with exteriors that are
predominantly inspired by French architecture, including the Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House
(David Adler, 1937-38, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on December 4, 2017),
and “Edgecliff” (Samuel Marx, 1930, designated a Winnetka Landmark in 1996). Other eclectic
houses with French detailing include 901 Hill Rd (Solon Spencer Beman, Jr., 1928); the Leroy
Kellogg House at 11 Indian Hill Road (architect unknown, 1923); the E.T. Maynard House, 969
Hill Road (Solon Spencer Beman, Jr., 1937; and the house at 101 Thorn Tree (Edwin Hill Clark,
architecture, designing his own house in Long Island in the French Revival style, in 1919.
Mr. Judah was an attorney; his wife came from Ohio, a descendent of the family that founded the National Cash
Register Company.
43
Richard Pascale. Versailles, the American Story. Paris XXI: Alaindegourcuff, Editur, n.d. pp. 113-4.
44
“A French Chateau for Illinois,” House and Garden, 50, September, 1926, p. 104. This article is about the Oswald
Douglas House in Lake Forest, designed by Russell S. Walcott.
45
A fine North Shore example of the Chateauesque style is the Charles Gates Dawes House, 225 Greenwood Street,
Evanston, designed in 1894 by Henry Edwards Ficken.
46
McAlester, p. 387
47
Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House, National Register of Historic Places, December 4, 2017.
42

17

LPC-1153 Pine - Page 19

ATTACHMENT A

Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street
1936).

Architects of 1123 Pine Street
Russell S. Walcott
Personal:
Russell Smith Walcott was born on May 28, 1889 in Chicago to Chester P. Walcott of Rhode
Island, and Martha Howe Walcott from Illinois. Chester and Martha were married on October
27, 1881. In 1898 they lived at 1114 Judson Avenue in Evanston, Illinois. Chester was a member
of the plumbers supply firm Walcott & Webster, located at 15 Clinton Street in Chicago, and was
president of the Chicago Supply association. Chester and Martha had two sons, Chester H. (born
on February 2, 1883) and Russell. Chester P. died in 1899, the year Russell was born, at 39 years
of age and is buried in Graceland Cemetery. At a special meeting of the Chicago Supply
association a committee was appointed to draft resolutions expressing the regret of the
association at the death of its president. In 1900 Martha, and her two children, Chester H. and
Russell Walcott were living as boarders in the Greenwood Inn on Hinman in Evanston, Illinois.
Martha died on June 16, 1941 while visiting her son Russell in Tryon, North Carolina.
As a young man, Walcott was active in the Evanston Bachelors and Benedicks club and
interested in the work of the Chicago branch of the Southern Woman’s Educational Alliance, an
organization dedicated to creating a center where girls and women could obtain information
about earning education and vocations.48 Russell graduated from Evanston High School in 1908,
and attended Princeton University where he studied architecture and was a member and financial
secretary for the University Cottage Club, Art Editor for Volume XXXVI of the Princeton Brica-Brac, and the 1913 recipient of the Frederick Barnard White Prize in Architecture. He
graduated from Princeton in 1912 and traveled through Europe, studying architecture for one
year.
Walcott married Eugenia M. Buffington, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E.J. Buffington of 1140
Forest Avenue, Evanston on October 12, 1917.49 Eugenia was born in Covington, Kentucky on
April 16, 1890. At the time of his wedding he and his mother lived at 1143 Hinman Avenue in
Evanston.50 After their wedding, Russell and Eugenia lived at 1005 Hinman Evanston before
they both entered government service for the war effort. Russell’s WWI draft registration card
dated June 5, 1919, identifies him as an architect, working for Brown & Walcott. Walcott
registered for the draft on June 5, 1919, and, curiously, listed his marital status as “single.” He
reported for duty at Camp Colt, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and was in training for the tank
service. Mrs. Walcott performed clerical work in the navy department.51 Walcott left Hoboken,
New Jersey on October 27, 1918 and sailed to Southampton, England, whereupon he embarked
for Bordeaux, returning to the United States on May 12, 1919. He served as a sergeant, Company

48
“Bachelors and Benedicks to Give Ball, Chicago Tribune, April 3, 1914; “Education League to Meet Tuesday,”
Chicago Tribune, April 2, 1922.
49
Weddings, Chicago Tribune, October 2, 1917.
50
News of Chicago Society, Chicago Tribune, October 7, 1917.
51
“The Walcotts Both Aid U.S.” Chicago Tribune, August 22, 1918.
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A, 335th Battalion, Tank Corps, A.E.F., from 1918 – 1919.52The Walcotts had two children,
Betty Ann Walcott and John Walcott.
In 1920 the Walcotts lived at 1324 Asbury Avenue, in Evanston, and in 1924 they were living at
1153 Pine Street in Winnetka. Russell’s passport application in August of 1924 lists travel with
his wife through England, France and Belgium and other countries in Europe. After they sold the
property at 1153 Pine Street, they moved to a fourteen-acre farm and estate in Barrington,
Illinois, at 160 Sutton Road, the southeast corner of Donlea and Sutton roads. The residence was
the original Donlea farmhouse, built ca. 1855 – 1860.53 While in Barrington, Walcott, along with
seven other men founded and served on the board of the First Federal Savings and Loan of
Barrington, Illinois. The bank opened in March, 1934. Walcott’s success of his architectural
practice and his financial ventures allowed him and Eugenia to sell their farm in Barrington in
1937, and move to Tryon, North Carolina.54 The 1940 Federal Census lists Russell and Eugenia
living at “Warrior Drive off of Highway #176” with two children, Betty, aged 9 and John, aged
4. Betty (or Betsy) Ann Walcott was born on November 24 or 26, 1930 in Barrington, Illinois
and married John Coke Taster on April 14, 1956. She died on February 1, 2004. Betty’s brother
John Walcott died in North Carolina on June 7, 1957.
Professional:
After graduating from Princeton and studying architecture in Europe for one year, Walcott began
his career working as an architectural draftsman for noted architect Howard Van Doren Shaw for
two years and architect Henry C. Dangler for one year.55 In 1916 Walcott was working with his
older brother Chester Walcott (1883-1947) who also studied architecture and graduated from
Princeton in 1903 and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, and Arthur G. Brown, in the firm of
Brown & Walcott at 19 S. LaSalle Street.56
After his service in the war, Russell partnered with his brother Chester after the war, from 1919
to 1920, then was a member of the firm of Clark & Walcott from 1920 – 22 with noted architect
Edwin Hill Clark at 8 E. Huron Street in Chicago.57 In 1922 Russell left Clark & Walcott to work
as a sole practitioner. In 1923, he had moved across the street to 11 E. Huron Street, while his
brother Chester remained at 8 E. Huron Street.58 Not long after that he had an office in the
Wrigley Building at 410 N. Michigan Avenue.59 In 1928, Russell partnered with Robert Work in
the firm of Walcott & Work. Work, who had worked with Howard Van Doren Shaw and Henry
Corwith Dangler, had been David Adler’s partner from 1918 to 1928. In 1931, their office was
52

“Russell S. Walcott,” Who’s Who in Chicago, 1931.
Barrington Hills Bus Tour manuscript, 1988. A 1939 Riding Club of Barrington Hills trail map shows the
property listed in the name of Russell Walcott. Email from Barbara Benson to Susan Benjamin, February 10, 2020.
54
“Walcott Sells Barrington Estate; Price is $40,000.00”, Chicago Tribune, December 12, 1937.
55
Russell Walcott, 1921 application for membership to the American Institute of Architects. Sponsors for his
application included Alfred Hoyt Granger, Dwight H. Perkins and Edwin H. Clark.
56
Princeton Alumni Weekly XVIII, no. 8 (1917): 194.
57
Walter T. Stockton, a former employee of Clark & Walcott, noted that Russell was not heavily involved in the
firm’s work. “Interview with Walter T. Stockton,” interviewed by Betty J. Blum, Chicago Architects Oral History
Project, The Art Institute of Chicago, https://digitallibraries.artic.edu/digital/collection/caohp/id/10461/rec/2,accessed February 1, 2020.
58
Handbook for the Architects and Builders, Illinois Society of Architects, 67.
59
Who’s Who in Chicago: A Book of Chicagoans. Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1926.
53
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located at 75 E. Wacker Drive in Chicago 60 and in 1936, Russell’s office was in the same
location.
In 1927 Russell served as one of four architects appointed by the Chicago chapter of the
Architectural Sketch Club (along with Edward H. Clark, Howard L. Cheney, and Frederick
Hodgdon), the president of the Chicago chapter of the American Institute of Architects, the
president of the Illinois Society of Architects, and the president of the Architectural Sketch Club,
to award Raymond M. Hood and John M. Howells the Chicago chapter of the American Institute
of Architects’ Gold Medal of Honor for their design and execution of the Tribune Tower.61
Walcott was active in the AIA, Chicago chapter, and was named as an alternate for the
convention in Washington D.C. in 1926.62
Walcott designed many large homes and estates in Winnetka and across the North Shore. In
addition to 1153 Pine Street, some other Winnetka houses attributed to Walcott are:
RUSSELL S. WALCOTT DESIGNED HOUSES IN WINNETKA63
Residence
Dwight Green House
William B. Moulton
House
Gary Sutcliffe House
John E. Miller, Jr.
House
William T. Bacon
John Dole House 64
Vernon Welsh House
Mellen C. Martin
House

Address
329 Chestnut
1050 Starr
1095 Pine Street
1161 Pine Street

Architectural Style
Colonial Revival
Neoclassical
French Provincial

Date of Construction
1922
1923
1923
1923

614 Pine Lane

Colonial Revival

1923

700 Rosewood
860 Auburn
1153 Pine Street
1180 Westmore
630 Rosewood

1925
French Provincial
Neoclassical
Spanish
Mediterranean

1925
192865
1928
1924

Very close to Winnetka in the Indian Hill area, Walcott designed the Richard S. Bull house at 43
Locust Road (French Revival, ca. 1926). In Lake Forest, Walcott designed 142 Stone Gate Road
(1926, French), 200 Knollwood Circle (1920), the west wing and portions of the Owen Barton
Jones estate at 10 W. Deerpath, the David Dangler house at 155 Mayflower Road (1924, Tudor
60

Handbook for Architects and Builders, Illinois Society of Architects, 1931 – 1932, p. 45.
“Tribune Tower Architects Get Medal of Honor,” Chicago Tribune, September 14, 1927.
62
“Name Delegates to Architects’ Meet at Capital,[sic.]” Chicago Tribune, April 18, 1926.
63
This information is taken from the HAIS Report for the Mellen Martin House at 630 Rosewood Avenue,
Winnetka, IL, by Jean Guarino, September 20, 2016. This list is not complete, and may contain some omissions, e.g.
710 Walden Road, Winnetka, IL, designed by Russell Walcott in 1923. Benjamin Historic Certifications did not
perform a survey to determine all of the properties designed by Walcott in Winnetka..
64
Russell S. Walcott House
65
As stated earlier in this report, this house was constructed between 1920 and 1923.
61

20

LPC-1153 Pine - Page 22

ATTACHMENT A

Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
Village of Winnetka: 1153 Pine Street

Revival), 160 East Onwentsia Road, the John C. Dawson residence, the Donald Douglas
residence at 155 N. Mayflower (Tudor Revival, 1924), the Charles F. Glore residence at 301 N.
Sheridan Road (Tudor Revival, 1925; 2004 recipient of a Lake Forest Preservation Foundation
Preservation Award for restoration), and the Oswald Douglas House, (French Provincial, address
unknown, featured in House & Garden, September 1926). Across the North Shore he designed
the Nathan Klee residence in Highland Park, a Carolina Brick Colonial house in Kenilworth66 the
Johnston A. Bowman House in Evanston (585 Ingleside, French Eclectic) and the Frank Nellis
residence in Evanston.
Outside of Illinois Walcott designed the Will J. Davis, Jr. residence in Crown Point, Indiana, and
the Charles S. and Mary McGill home at 505 N. Washington in Valparaiso (listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, June 25, 2013). In North Carolina he designed the Mill
Farm Inn, in Tryon (Colonial Revival, 1937 – 39, listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, January 22, 2009), the Hope Washburne House, the Holt-Webster-House, the Turck
House, the Dave Rice House, and the House of Miss Ellen Holt and Miss Elizabeth Webster
(Honorable Mention, House Beautiful Thirteenth Annual Small House Competition House of the
Year in 1941).67 Shannon Meriwether was associate architect for Walcott from 1939 – 1942.
Walcott’s sketches and designs were published in prominent publications including the Chicago
Architectural Sketch Club exhibition catalogues of 1923, 1924 and 1926, as well as magazines
and journals including The American Architect, Architectural Record, House and Garden, House
Beautiful, Country Life (New York) and Western Architect. In 1930 Walcott wrote an article for
the committee on public information of the Chicago Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects entitled “Don’t Buy ‘till You Know What You’re Buying” in which he laid out
practical concerns about how to choose a building site. The article was carried in newspapers
across the country.
Photographic images of the Russell Walcott House (although it is not clear which Russell
Walcott house these images are from, it does not appear that they are from the house at 1153
Pine Street) and other buildings designed by Russell Walcott may be found in the Architecture
Images Collection in the Ball State University Libraries Digital Media Repository, Trowbridge
and Beals Photographs Collection, Houses in the Chicago vicinity subcollection Images of the
Walcott House were signed by Jessie Tarbox Beals. Photographs of other houses designed by
Walcott individually and with Walcott and Work in the collection include the following: the
Alfred Ettlinger House (Walcott and Work, Cary, Illinois), the Johnson A. Bowman House
(Walcott and Work, 585 Ingleside Avenue, Evanston, IL), the Brentlinger House (image from
1934 – 36, location unknown), the C. Donald Dallas House, (Walcott and Work, 655 Sheridan
Rd., Winnetka, IL), the Clifford Off House, (Walcott and Work, Winnetka, IL), the Max
Friedman House (Walcott and Work, Fish Creek, Door County Wisconsin), the Owen B. Jones
House (Walcott and Work, Lake Forest, IL), the Russell D. Kelley House (Green Bay Rd., Lake
Forest, IL), the W.T. Bacon House (Walcott and Work, Winnetka, IL), the Lovelace House

66

“Carolina Brick Colonial,” Chicago Tribune, May 23, 1947.
“Mill Farm Inn,” National Register of Historic Places, January 22, 2009; “Architects in the Life of Tryon,”
Speech by Holland Brady, AIA, May 31, 2007,
67
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(Walcott and Work, location unknown), and the Lewis P. Mercer House (Walcott and Work,
Illinois?).68
The Trowbridge photographs were taken during the 1920s and 1930s of fashionable suburban
houses in northern Illinois and Wisconsin by photographers Raymond W. Trowbridge and Jessie
Tarbox Beals. Trowbridge (1886 – 1936) was an architect before he turned to photography in the
early 1920s. Beals (1870 – 1942) was a teacher before she became a successful photographer.
Her work was published in newspapers and Ladies Home Journal, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar and
Town and Country. She is considered the first woman press photographer. Architects admired
the way she photographed their houses and she was in high demand for architectural
photography.
Other images of Walcott’s work may be found in the Ryerson Burnham library of the Art
Institute of Chicago Archival Image Collection.
Walcott died on June 6, 1959. He was known as a highly skilled and sought after architect, and
his work was respected and admired by his contemporaries. He left behind a sizeable and
significant body of work. In 1928, acclaimed designer Buckminster Fuller referred to Walcott as
“the best of residential designers in Chicago.”69
William Spaar
William Spaar was the architect of record listed on the permit applications for the two-story
room addition in 1992 and the third floor room and one car garage additions in 2001 for the
home at 1153 Pine Street. According to the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation, William Spaar was first licensed to practice as an architect in Illinois on August 21,
1973. His license is still current. He is not a member of the American Institute of Architects and
no further information was available about him.
Builders of 1153 Pine Street
1928 Addition: Thorwald Nielson, 10 E. Huron St., Chicago
1955 Addition: Community Builders
1969 Kitchen Remodel: Town & Country Kitchens
1986 Addition: Karl G. Knobel, Inc.
1992 Addition: Karl G. Knobel, Inc.
2001Third-floor room and one car additions: Karl G. Knobel, Inc.
Thorwald Nielson:
Very little is known about Thorwald Nielson. His address was listed at 10 E. Huron on the 1928
permit application. All that was learned is that he was paid as an assistant carpenter during
World War I.70
68

Unless otherwise indicated, the dates of the images are ca. 1923 – 1936.
“Russell Smith Walcott,” Preservation, Lake Forest Preservation Foundation, Fall 2019.
70
War Expenditures: Hearings Before Subcommittee No. 2 (Camps) on the Select Committee on Expenditures in
the War Department, Sixth-Sixth Congress First Session, Volume 2, November 1, 1919 – January 17, 1920, Serial 3
– Parts 22-37:2518,
69
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Community Builders: A company named Community Builders was found in Evanston, but it is
not known if this is the builder that worked on the 1955 addition.
Karl G. Knobel, Inc.:
The Karl G. Knobel company, now known as Kitchens & Baths by Knobel, is a kitchen and bath
remodeling establishment. The company is located at 1150 Wilmette Avenue in Wilmette,
Illinois. Founded by Karl G. Knobel, the company has been in business since 1933, when Karl’s
father said he could no longer work for him as a carpenter due to the Great Depression.
Originally the firm operated as a general contractor and was located in Karl’s garage, but as
business expanded, Karl moved the showroom and office to its current location. A family
business, Karl’s sons Peter and Paul joined the firm, and when it transitioned to kitchen and bath
specialists; grandson Mark Knobel also joined. The Wilmette Chamber of Commerce selected
Kitchens & Baths by Knobel as the “Wilmette Business of the Year” in 1996 and were
recognized twice more in 2008 for excellence in design and commitment to the community.71
Landmark Status of the Property
The property located at 1153 Pine Street is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was not identified as
part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and 1975.
Evaluation of Historic Significance
The house at 1153 Pine Street has historical significance. It has had several distinguished
owners. The house was first built by Russell Walcott, a talented and significant architect, as his
own home. Many important people resided in the house after Walcott’s remodel in 1928.The
residents were entrepreneurs, executives, teachers, philanthropists, and an artist. A great many
contributed to the educational, social and cultural fabric of Winnetka. The owners included the
John L. Dole (businessman), Gillette Elvgren (a widely published artist whose work continues to
grow in popularity), French Strother Cary, Jr. (who was among those who started the Leo
Burnett Advertising Agency) and Barbara Cary (who was on the Board of the Hadley Institute
for the Blind and Visually Impaired), Richard Rosenberg (an attorney and currently the Professor
and Distinguished Lecturer in Residence at Loyola University School of Law) and his wife
Donna (taught at Washburn Junior High School and was a published author).
Evaluation of Architectural Significance
The residence that Russell Walcott built for himself in the early 1920s was an elegant small
cottage in a beautiful wooded setting. It was refined and resembled a small French manor house.

https://books.google.com/books?id=bROXqGCY0ooC&pg=PA2518&lpg=PA2518&dq=thorwald+nielson+builder+
chicago&source=bl&ots=p1Z7CjI8iK&sig=ACfU3U1d7Y_bP3JbsVBlo2SMTAtO8MgXmA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2
ahUKEwjXpdC1sqznAhUBX80KHR4oAPIQ6AEwAXoECAoQAQ#v=onepage&q=thorwald%20nielson%20build
er%20chicago&f=false, accessed January 29, 2020.
71

“Kitchens & Baths by Knobel,” https://www.kitchensbyknobel.com/about-us.html, accessed January 30, 2020.
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Recognized for its beauty and significance, the house was published in The American Architect
and Country Life (New York).
In 1928, when Walcott moved to a larger piece of land in Barrington and sold the house to the
Doles, he enlarged it, totally transforming the house into a home that more closely resembles a
sprawling estate house. Like his original house, it is emphatically French in derivation, but it no
longer resembled a more refined residence -- rather, it is tall, imposing and rustic in feeling,
especially on the interior.
Its exterior from the street is symmetrical and has many features characteristic of French
architecture: steep sloping flared roofs; Mansard roofs, tall paired casement windows topped
with segmental arches, shutters and dormers lighting the second story. Whitewashed brick is also
characteristic.
Unfortunately, the house has suffered over the years from unsympathetic alterations, including
incompatible additions. The garage is low and topped by a compressed Mansard roof. Despite
garage doors that have decorative trim with radiused corners (also a French characteristic) the
long, low incompatible garage, visible from the street, detracts from the design of the house. It is
three bays-wide so has a strong presence. At the back and east side, the additions were clumsily
attached to the house, and subtract from any graceful character the house had prior to these
alterations. The home as it was designed is a country house, with all facades important. These
houses had beautiful views and the garden façade and side facades were just as significant as the
front that is visible from the street. These are not places that have fronts and backs like city
houses; they are meant to be experienced in their totality.
Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact
In order to evaluate the impact of the removal of the house at 1153 Pine, a stretch of Pine Street
containing nine houses were examined. Seven houses face Pine Street and two face Pine Street at
the intersection of Ardsley Road and Pine Street. The house at 1153 Pine Street is located on the
north side of the street in the middle of the block between Pine Lane and Ardsley Road.
The area analyzed that might be impacted from the removal of the house is the stretch of Pine
Street from just west of Pine Lane to just east of Ardsley Road. West of 1201 Pine Street, the
character of the neighborhood vastly changes. Most of the houses on the south side of Pine to the
west are smaller, single-story homes and look to have been built in the middle of the 20th
Century. There are a few larger houses on the north side but they appear to be non-historic. They
are also some distance from 1153 Pine Street.
There is no real sense of cohesiveness in the stretch of Pine Street examined. Some houses are
old and some are newer. Different styles are represented. There is great variety, but the houses
don’t really complement one another in use of materials, in size, in style or in scale.
There are only three houses on the north side of Pine Street between Pine Lane and Ardsley
Road. Immediately next door to 1153 Pine on the west is the William B. Moulton House, also
designed by Walcott, 1161 Pine Street around 1923. It has picturesque massing and handsome
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detailing, as you would expect from a well-designed house by Walcott according to The
American Architect, September 24, 1924. The building permit application, dated October 11,
1920, has Clark and Walcott listed as architect. It is on a smaller lot and has more engagement
with the street. This is not true of 1153. In scale and massing it would have nicely complemented
the house that Walcott designed for himself. It is Norman French, with aspects of French
architecture (steep roofs and tall multipane windows) and English architecture (picturesque
footprint, arched entryway). It is estranged, remote in style, scale and massing from 1153. To
the east of the house at 1153 Pine is a very large newer house designed by Booth Hansen in
2002. Its address is 630 Ardsley Road and its formal façade has no relationship at all to 1153
Pine, so removing 1153 would have no impact on this house.
The most distinguished house on the north side of the street is at the northeast corner of Pine
Street and Ardsley Road. It is the Henry J. McFarland House, designed by Robert Seyfarth ca.
1927. The front of the house faces Ardsley Road with its side facing Pine Street. Removal of the
house at 1153 would not impact this house at all because of its orientation and its location, on the
east side of Ardsley Road.
The houses on the south side of Pine Street are very different from one another. The home at
1124 Pine Street is a large Tudor Revival built ca. 1925 by William S. Warfield. In 1965 he built
a smaller Colonial Revival House immediately next door at 1134 Pine. The architect was James
C. Schnur. It is unclear whether he intended to live there or built it for a family member. Both are
handsome houses and are compatible in quality of design. Immediately west, at 1154 Pine is a
large stucco house with Colonial detailing that was built before 1920, when a garage was added.
It has few character-defining features and is large (with a substantial addition) but bears no
relationship to 1153. To the west, at 1176, is a Colonial Revival 2-story built in 1957, totally
different in character and scale from the house proposed for demolition. Immediately west of
that house, at 1180 Pine is a large home that appears to have been built in the 1920s but has had a
very large addition that faces Pine Street. The original house was inspired by Tudor architecture
and the addition is a riff on the style with half timbering and Gothic-style bargeboard. It is
located west of 1153 Pine and has no stylistic relationship to this house.
The fact that there is little rhythm to the houses on the street, and such variety of styles and time
periods and orientation makes the replacement with a newer house not particularly impactful.
Summary Opinion
The house has historical significance because of several distinguished owners. Russell Walcott
was a very talented architect and his role in the design of this house needs to be recognized, even
though its integrity has been compromised. Subsequent owners made their mark; a number of
them were distinguished and special in his or her own way and added to the story of this house.
The building has less architectural significance when you consider how this French Revival
house has been added to over the years. As it exists today, it has almost no resemblance to
Walcott’s ca. 1923 home for himself but the larger house Walcott created in 1928 is imposing
and formal and reflects Walcott’s transformation of his home into a house that is clearly French
and has visual interest. However, the current house has a newer garage facing the street that is
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totally incompatible with the stately French house it adjoins. The additions on the east side and
the rear totally detract from a home remodeled as a country house. They don’t display the grace
that most distinguished country homes have by definition. Walcott’s original ca. 1923 house was
published in Country Life (New York), and The American Architect. The 1928 house it morphed
into, though redesigned by Walcott, never received this attention in the press.
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The American Architect, September 24, 1924
Plate 109
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The American Architect, September 24, 1924
Plate 110
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South (Main) Elevation, facing south

Detail of Front Entrance

Detail of Front Door
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West Elevation, facing northeast

North Elevation, facing north
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North Elevation, southwest corner

North Elevation, northeast corner
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North elevation, east side
Rear of garage

North elevation, northeast corner
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North Elevation, northeast corner
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INTERIOR PHOTOS OF 1733 PINE STREET

First Floor, Front Hall, View
toward stairs, looking north

First Floor, view from front
hall into library, looking south

First Floor, Front Hall,
looking west

First Floor, Library, looking west
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First Floor library, looking east

First Floor, view from front hall
toward living room, looking north

Library fireplace, looking south

First Floor, view from library to front
hall on right, living room on left.
Looking north
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First Floor, living room, looking
southwest

First Floor, living room, looking
north

First Floor office, looking
southwest

First Floor, living room, looking
northwest

First Floor, view from living
room into office, looking south

First Floor office looking south
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First Floor, view from living room
to porch, looking west

First Floor Dining Room,
looking northwest

First Floor porch, looking
west

Kitchen, looking north
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Stairway to Second Floor

Second Floor Sitting Room

Second Floor Hallway,
looking north

Second Floor Bedroom
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Second Floor Bedroom

Second Floor Bathroom

Second Floor Bedroom
Second Floor Bathroom
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Third Floor Bedroom

Third Floor Bedroom and
bathroom
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INFORMATION FOR RESIDENCES IN THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD
ADDRESS

DATE

630 Ardsley Rd.

2002

ARCHITECT
OR BUILDER
Booth, Hanson

633 Ardsley Rd.

1926

Robert Seyfarth

1124 Pine St.
(on IHSS)
1134 Pine St.

c. 1925

1154 Pine St.
1161 Pine St.

Before 1920
1920

1176 Pine St.

1957

1180 Pine St.

c. 1926; addition
in 2002
1986

1201 Pine St.

1965

STYLE

OWNER

French Eclectic

Gary Feinerman
Elizabeth Kohl
Colonial Revival N. J. McFarland
Tudor Revival

James C. Schnur
Clark and
Walcott
Charles E.
Banks

William S.
Warfield
Colonial Revival William S.
Warfield
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival William B.
Moulton
Colonial Revival D.E. O’Neil
Tudor Revival

Baus & Dring

Jerome Burke
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630 Ardsley Road

1124 Pine Street

1154 Pine Street

633 Ardsley Road

1134 Pine Street

1161 Pine Street – Russell Walcott,
architect
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1180 Pine Street
1176 Pine Street

1180 Pine Street (2)

1201 Pine Street
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SANBORN MAP
COOK COUNTY RECORDER OF DEEDS DOCUMENTS
PLAT OF SURVEY
ARTICLES
PERMITS
REAL ESTATE LISTINGS FROM THE WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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1938 Sanborn Map
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Cook County Recorder of Deeds Plat Book 246-D, p. 86-B
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Cook County Recorder of Deeds Plat Book 246-D, p. 86-B
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Cook County Recorder of Deeds Plat Book 246-D, p. 87
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Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office, Plat Book 246-D, p. 108
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Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office, Plat Book 246-D, p. 109
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Chicago Tribune, October 13, 1917
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Chicago Tribune, December 12, 1937
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Russell S. Walcott, “Don’t Buy ‘Till You Know What You’re Buying,
Chicago Tribune, November 16, 1930.
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House & Garden, May, 1927
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“Sixty Years of Paint History,” Paint, Oil and Drug Review 65, February 13,
1918: 6.
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“New Plant of the Dole Valve Company, The Heating and Ventilating Magazine 18
August 1921: 54.
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Chicago Tribune, August 6, 1931, p. 23
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Chicago Tribune, September 12, 1951, p. 33
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Chicago Tribune, July 4, 1964, p. 32
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Chicago Tribune, November 24, 1976

Chicago Tribune December 3, 1969
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Chicago Tribune, November 27, 1936
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Judith Cass, ”Helen Clayton’s Troth to Alfred Rossin Told, Chicago
Tribune, September 25, 1950, p. 33.
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ATTACHMENT B

February 24, 2020
Christopher Marx, AICP
Associate Planner
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development
510 Green Bay Road
Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Dear Mr. Marx,
I have reviewed the HAIS for 1153 Pine Street in its entirety and find it to be complete. I am in agreement that
the house has historical significance due to several noteworthy owners as well as the architect, Russell Walcott.
The home has less architectural significance due to additions and remodeling over the years.
Sincerely,

Mary Trieschmann
Executive Director

P.O. Box 365 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 t 847-446-0001 www.winnetkahistory.org whsinfo@winnetkahistory.org
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

DECEMBER 10, 2019

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-02: 1153 PINE STREET

INTRODUCTION
On January 6, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish
the residence and attached garage located at 1153 Pine Street. Please return any available information
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the
day on Thursday, December 26, 2019. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
6-14-1928
10-31-1955
9-29-1969
4-23-1986
4-30-1992
4-25-2001

Type
Build addition to residence
Construct addition to single-family
residence
Kitchen remodel
Raze rear porch, two-story addition
to the single-family residence
Two-story addition to the singlefamily residence
Build 3rd floor addition and add
one-car garage

Owner
John Dole
G.H. Elugron

Architect
Russell Wolcott
Community Builders

Mr. and Mrs F. Strother Cary,
Jr.
Richard Rosenberg

Not listed

Richard Rosenberg

Won Spaar

Richard Rosenberg

Won Spaar

Not listed
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