
 

510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
847-501-6000 • www.villageofwinnetka.org 

 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
 

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2020 - 7:00 PM 
 
In accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Stay at Home Executive Order, the 
Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission meeting on Monday, June 1, 2020 will be held virtually. The 
meeting will be livestreamed via the Cisco WebEx platform.  
 
The public has the following two options for observing and participating during this virtual Landmark Preservation 
Commission meeting, including the ability to provide testimony or comments.  Persons wishing to participate are 
strongly encouraged (but not required) to complete the Sign-In form found 
at www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin.  
 

1) Telephone (audio only). Call: 408-418-9388; when prompted enter the Meeting ID – 126 961 1772  
(Please note there is no additional password or attendee ID required.)  

2) Livestream (both audio and video feed). Download the Cisco WebEx meetings app to your smart phone, 
tablet or computer, and then join Meeting ID – 126 961 1772  Event Password – LPC060120  

 
If you wish to provide testimony or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of three ways: 
 

1) By sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; 

2) By sending a letter to Community Development Department, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road, 
Winnetka, IL  60093, or 

3) By leaving a voice mail message at the phone number 847-716-3524. All voicemail messages will be 
transcribed into a written format. 

 
All comments received by 6:00 PM the day of the meeting will be read at the meeting by staff.  Written public 
comment is limited to 200 words or less and should identify both (1) the subject of the comment being offered 
(such as property address or case number of the agenda item) and (2) the full name of the individual providing the 
comments.  In addition, you may wish to include your street address, phone number, and the name of the 
organization or agency you represent, if applicable.  
 
General comments for matters not on the agenda will be read at the end of the meeting under Public Comment. 
Comments specific to a particular agenda item will be read during the discussion of that agenda item.  
 
All emails received will be acknowledged either during or after the meeting, depending on when they are received.   
 
Persons seeking additional information concerning  any of the applications, accessing the virtual meetings, or 
requesting alternative means to provide testimony or public comment are directed to email inquiries 
to planning@winnetka.org or by calling 847-716-3587.    

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin
mailto:planning@winnetka.org
mailto:planning@winnetka.org


LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

 

510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
847-501-6000 • www.villageofwinnetka.org 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. 
 
2. Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 

 
3. Approval of March 2, 2020 meeting minutes. 
 
4. Case No. 20-03-DR:  710 Walden Road:   Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study 

(HAIS) submitted for the single-family residence at 710 Walden Road. 
 

5. Case No. 20-06-DR:  248 Linden Street:   Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study 
(HAIS) submitted for the single-family residence at 248 Linden Street. 

 
6. Other Business. 

a. Community Development Report 

b. Comprehensive Plan Status Update. 

c. July 6, 2020 Meeting - Quorum check. 

 
7. Public Comment. 

 
8. Adjournment 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
 

All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter . 
 

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities, 
who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about 
the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 
60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter


 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
MARCH 2, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                               Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Katie Comstock  5 
Chris Enck 6 
Laura Good 7 
Joseph Stuart 8 
Paul Weaver 9 

  10 
Non-Voting Member Present:           Jack Coladarci  11 
 12 
Members Absent:                                Beth Ann Papoutsis 13 
  14 
Village Staff:                                       Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 15 
  16 
Call to Order.  17 
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:07.  18 
 19 
Public Comment.  20 
Chairperson Holland asked if there was any public comment on items not on the agenda. No comments were made 21 
at this time. 22 
 23 
Approval of February 3, 2020 meeting minutes.  24 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to adopt the February 3, 2020 meeting minutes. Ms. Good clarified her 25 
comments on page 7 on line 10. She also clarified her comments on page 9 beginning at line 25 as well as on page 26 
11 on line 27. Ms. Good then clarified her several of her comments on page 12 beginning at line 6. Mr. Enck stated 27 
on page 13, line 3, he corrected the spellings of several names. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other 28 
corrections or a second to the existing motion. No additional comments were made at this time. The motion was 29 
seconded. A vote was taken and the motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  30 
 31 
TEARDOWNS- 32 
Case No. 20-06: 248 Linden Street:  Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 33 
residence at 248 Linden Street.  34 
Scott Kemper, 265 Woodland Avenue, introduced himself and Keith Labuta of Northworks Architects to the 35 
Commission. Mr. Kemper stated he grew up in the area and is moving from Hinsdale to the Village. He informed 36 
the Commission the home was currently owned by his co-worker’s in-laws for many years who were planning to 37 
sell the home which was indicated was a teardown. Mr. Kemper stated after purchasing the home, they were not 38 
allowed inside. Mr. Enck asked how long had the home been empty and Mr. Kemper responded they purchased 39 
the home in June 2018 and the owners moved out in September 2018. Ms. Comstock asked why was the home 40 
communicated as a teardown. Mr. Kemper responded the owner talked with others interested in building a new 41 
home. He reiterated he was not allowed in the home and renovating the home was never a consideration. Mr. 42 
Kemper added that when they were finally allowed in the home, it was clear that the home was in teardown 43 
condition. He then stated the home was in bad shape and was not well taken care of internally and externally with 44 
ivy growing inside the home.  45 
 46 
Mr. Coladarci asked what structural problems did the building have. Mr. Kemper responded he did not hire anyone 47 
to identify that since they did not have plans to work on the home. He then stated the current owners are 48 
longtime community residents and had an attachment to the home and would not want to see the home torn 49 
down. Mr. Kemper stated he understood old homes are what made Winnetka great and he did not want to go 50 
down the path of tearing down a home that others saw as not worth being torn down. He then stated they were 51 
informed by the current owners that the home would incur enormous costs in trying to renovate it.  52 
 53 
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Mr. Coladarci described the home as a showpiece for the neighborhood and an important property. He asked if 1 
any potential reuse of the property was never considered. Mr. Kemper confirmed that is correct and stated his 2 
wife is an interior designer and looked for anything worth saving in the home once they were allowed to enter it. 3 
He stated it became clear once they walked through the home that was not something they were interested in 4 
doing. Mr. Kemper stated he cannot speculate on the current owners’ position with regard to saving the home and 5 
wanted to have a family to appreciate the location. He also stated if the owners wanted top dollar for the home, 6 
they would have hired a realtor. Mr. Coladarci stated the most cost effective way to get top dollar for the home 7 
would be to advertise it as a teardown and the Commission’s position is to attempt to save homes like this one 8 
from demolition. He referred to the ordinance and stated the applicant should be able to explain the condition of 9 
the property and attempt to try to preserve the property to the greatest extent possible. Mr. Coladarci stated that 10 
made it hard for the Commission to say the applicant did what they are supposed to do to attempt to preserve the 11 
property and a home which dated to 1921 gave the neighborhood a certain look and a new home may not do that.  12 
 13 
Mr. Kemper stated he understood the concern and is not new to the theme of what made Winnetka unique which 14 
is why he was inquisitive with the owner regarding the home’s condition. He stated in conversations with the 15 
owners and while newer homes in certain neighborhoods do not fit, they would be respectful of the character of 16 
the neighborhood and street. Mr. Kemper stated other than pleading his case of being thoughtful with regard to 17 
the process from start to finish or hearing from the owners, he felt good about their plan to build a new home on 18 
the street and adhering to the character of how it would be perceived.  19 
 20 
Mr. Enck asked Mr. Kemper if they looked at vacant property and Mr. Kemper confirmed they looked at several 21 
properties in various areas. He also stated his parents live down the street and they are excited about the location. 22 
Mr. Kemper then stated they lived in Hinsdale for five years. Mr. Enck described Hinsdale as the teardown capital 23 
of the world and they do not want to tear down all the history of the Village which is how you lose the character of 24 
the Village. He also stated the home is recognizable in the neighborhood and is distinctive and noted the style of 25 
the home is classical revival or Georgian architectural. Mr. Enck stated every time they lose something like this 26 
home, they lose part of the fabric of the community.  27 
 28 
Mr. Kemper stated he understood that and stated with regard to the way the home was maintained, he sent 29 
photos of the exterior and would have provided interior photos if he knew they were needed. He asked if that is 30 
not typically done. Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Kemper if they purchased the home without seeing the interior 31 
and then took photos after that. Mr. Kemper stated after the owners moved out, they were able to take photos.  32 
 33 
Mr. Enck asked if the home has been heated since then and Mr. Kemper confirmed that is correct along with 34 
maintaining the yard. He then stated they introduced themselves to the neighbors and want to make sure the 35 
home did not appear to be abandoned. Mr. Coladarci asked if the neighbors knew they planned to tear the home 36 
down and Mr. Kemper confirmed they were informed from the previous owners that they were in talks with 37 
several people regarding building a new home there. He then stated no one expressed negative comment about 38 
the teardown and noted they received positive comments regarding upkeep of the home.  39 
 40 
Ms. Good asked Mr. Kemper if they were aware the home was designed by an architect. Mr. Kemper responded 41 
the owners did not tell them much about the home’s history. Ms. Good asked Mr. Kemper if he knew William 42 
Aitken was considered a significant builder in Bannockburn and Mr. Kemper responded he did not although his 43 
wife as an interior designer may have.  44 
 45 
Ms. Good then stated she did not agree with the Historical Society’s finding that the home was not architecturally 46 
significant and commented it is a beautiful example of a Georgian Revival home. She then stated the home does 47 
have historical significance based upon the architect’s legacy and from an historical point of view, it did have 48 
significance.  49 
 50 
Chairperson Holland noted there is only one other Aitken home in the Village at 500 Maple Street which is a 51 
landmarked home where the owners went to great efforts to document the original look of the 1920’s home. She 52 
stated that is why the Commission is concerned with the demolition of the home and their job is to keep the 53 
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architecture and diversity of the Village. Chairperson Holland then stated for an architect who created the entire 1 
town of Bannockburn, she described it as painful. She then asked if there were any other comments.  2 
 3 
Mr. Enck asked once they were able to get in the home with the architect if they considered remodeling the home. 4 
He referred to his wife having a background in interior design who would have the ability to see what the 5 
possibilities were for the home. Mr. Kemper agreed the outside of the home had a lot charm but stated going 6 
inside the home revealed a different story. Mr. Labuta informed the Commission the applicants hired them to 7 
design a home which would keep in with the fabric of the neighborhood. He also stated he has worked on a 8 
number of projects in the Village and the North Shore and the new home would contribute in that respect. Mr. 9 
Labuta also stated older homes presented a challenge in terms of remodeling them and creating floor plans which 10 
would work for new families and would be very expensive. 11 
 12 
Mr. Enck asked what about the floor plan would not work for a modern family. Mr. Labuta responded the 13 
applicants want more gracious living spaces and to open up the floor plan which would be an obstacle with the 14 
existing structure. Mr. Enck asked if that cannot be done. Mr. Labuta responded it could but would represent a 15 
challenge in connection with the home’s base footprint and stairs.  16 
 17 
Ms. Good asked Mr. Labuta if he has worked on renovations of historic homes and Mr. Labuta confirmed that is 18 
correct.  Ms. Good asked for photos and addresses for homes he designed in the Village. Mr. Labuta informed the 19 
Commission he worked on 1175 and 1203 White Bridge. Chairperson Holland confirmed the only historic portion 20 
of 1175 White Bridge was the façade but the rest of the home was torn down. She then stated they Commission 21 
forced them to save the façade since it was one of the oldest homes in the Village and it was eventually torn down 22 
even though the façade was saved. Mr. Labuta stated the logistics the owners went through on that property were 23 
very extensive. He then stated they recently completed 860 Mt. Pleasant Road which is new construction along 24 
with many others.  25 
 26 
Ms. Good asked what would be the style of the new home. Mr. Labuta responded it would be a French country 27 
style with a painted brick exterior. Ms. Good asked Mr. Kemper if they were looking for particular interior features 28 
that the home did not have. Mr. Kemper stated they wanted an open floor plan and more connection to the 29 
wooded outdoors and natural elements. He then stated they do not need a lot of space with two children and it is 30 
important for them to design a home for the size of the property. Mr. Labuta noted the existing home has 25% 31 
impervious coverage and the new home would have 28% impervious coverage. Mr. Kemper also stated window 32 
space connection to the outside is also important.  33 
 34 
Ms. Good stated in her experience in selling their family home in River Forest which was a Colonial Revival home 35 
built in the 1920’s, the purchaser gutted the interior elements of the home but the exterior of the home was 36 
saved. She also stated walls were removed to have a more open floor plan and windows can be put in. Ms. Good 37 
stated as a last resort, there are ways to have an open floor to meet with what the applicants are looking for 38 
without demolishing the home. Mr. Kemper responded their builder and team considered any optionality although 39 
he did not have a formal report prepared of the home’s structural inadequacies but that he can provide that 40 
information to the Commission.  41 
 42 
Chairperson Holland asked the condition of the home’s heating and other elements. Mr. Kemper stated the 43 
previous owners lived in the home until September 2018 and the heat has not been maintained since that time. He 44 
added there should not be any issues with it. Chairperson Holland also asked about the sustainability of tearing 45 
down a brick home of this size. She stated a lot of the material can be given to other contractors for use. Mr. 46 
Kemper stated they discussed the home’s brick and slate roofing which can be recycled.  47 
 48 
Mr. Coladarci asked if they had a waste and reduction recycling plan. Mr. Marx informed the Commission that is 49 
part of the building permit process and the initial verification of the vendor that will be using an approximate 50 
percentage of the recycled tonnage. He then stated receipts are submitted from the waste haulers where the 51 
Village would verify if 75% or more was recycled.  52 
 53 
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Mr. Coladarci referred to the ordinance and the waste reduction recycling plan and stated this is a very important 1 
and iconic property in Winnetka. He stated in this case, one of the things they are told to focus on are the 2 
environmental impacts of what the architect and builder is doing and where it is going to go. Mr. Coladarci stated 3 
they want to ensure reuse as much as possible as opposed to taking it on faith that it would be done. Mr. Marx 4 
stated it is usually submitted when a permit is requested for new construction and although it required recycling, 5 
that may not necessarily be the same as reuse of materials as would be done with the demolition or 6 
deconstruction of other historic properties. He stated the ordinance required that the materials be reused, but 7 
that they do not wind up as residual matter in the landfill. Mr. Coladarci stated it would be especially important in 8 
this case to see the plan in terms of what would be done with the materials if the Commission decided to issue a 9 
demolition permit. Mr. Marx confirmed that can be done and informed the Commission in his time with the 10 
Village, they have not required that be done and have only gotten if after the building plan is submitted. He also 11 
stated when a demolition permit is issued, it is after new building plans are submitted and long after the 12 
Commission has looked at the case. Mr. Marx confirmed the Community Development Department did not issue 13 
demolition permits until new building plans are submitted and after the building permit has been approved as 14 
well.  15 
 16 
Mr. Coladarci suggested that may be something where the Village Attorney can get involved to say it would be 17 
within the power of the Commission for them to see it for a lot of reasons. He then stated as a Village Council 18 
Member, they get a lot of heat with regard to what is being done with all of the trash produced by the Village with 19 
the landfill projected to fill up by 2035. Mr. Coladarci stated it would be in the interest of the entire Village when 20 
they are determining compliance with the ordinance. Mr. Marx stated he would have to consult with the Village 21 
Director. He then stated the ordinance may have been implemented by the Commission which deals with forestry 22 
matters. Mr. Coladarci noted the ordinance dated to 2010.  23 
 24 
Ms. Comstock welcomed the applicants to the Village and stated the reason the Commission is giving them a hard 25 
time is that the home felt like classic Winnetka. She then stated it is painful for the Commission Members to see 26 
these old classic homes be torn down.  27 
 28 
Mr. Weaver referred to the giant oak trees on the property and asked what are their plans for the trees. Mr. 29 
Kemper responded two of them are diseased and the tree in the rear would be kept along with two trees in the 30 
front which is part of the appeal to the property. He then stated they appreciated the Commission Members’ 31 
concern and they would appreciate the new home’s design which would fit in with the neighborhood. Mr. Kemper 32 
then referred to the information provided by Mr. Stier. Chairperson Holland stated for trees of this size, they 33 
request a landscape plan. Mr. Marx confirmed it would be included with the plan.  34 
 35 
Ms. Comstock referred to a previous applicant which decided to not tear down the home. A Commission Member 36 
commented it is too bad the home was not listed for someone to buy who wanted a Colonial Revival home to 37 
restore and asked Mr. Kemper if it was the location of the home they did not like. Mr. Kemper responded there 38 
were a number of factors including location, price, flood plain issues, etc.  39 
 40 
Ms. Good asked Mr. Labuta if he had been in the home and Mr. Labuta responded he had not. He stated in 41 
working on similar projects, they can analyze it from the survey to determine whether it could be opened up, etc. 42 
Mr. Kemper confirmed asbestos testing had been done and there is no asbestos in the home.  43 
 44 
Mr. Enck referred to the maintenance comments relating to the rear of the home and the Commission has heard in 45 
the past that owners want a home for a modern family with an open kitchen, family room and mudroom which are 46 
not in older homes. He then stated they have seen a number of successful remodels and additions done to older 47 
homes and asked if they considered those possibilities.  48 
 49 
Chairperson Holland referred to the oak tree in the back which is very close to the home. Mr. Kemper stated their 50 
plan is to do what is necessary to keep the tree which is an important element to them.  51 
 52 
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Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion to grant the demolition for 248 Linden Street. Ms. Good moved to 1 
recommend an HAIS be done on the home since it was designed by Aitken who is a significant architect. Mr. 2 
Coladarci stated the statute says one of the considerations is the impact on the neighborhood. He stated the 3 
impact would be on the bigger neighborhood overall as well as on the street. Mr. Coladarci then referred to the 4 
number of teardowns on the street which is why the neighbors may not be opposed to it. Mr. Enck then stated 5 
since there is one other home designed by Aitken, it is important to document it.  6 
 7 
Ms. Good again moved to request an HAIS be done for 248 Linden Street and explained to Mr. Kemper what that 8 
process would entail. Mr. Marx further explained the process to Mr. Kemper.  9 
 10 
The motion was seconded by several Commission Members. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously 11 
passed.  12 
AYES:   Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Stewart, Weaver  13 
NAYS:   None 14 
NON-VOTING:  Coladarci  15 
 16 
Case No. 20-07: 932 Cherry Street:  Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 17 
residence at 932 Cherry Street.  18 
Matan Aharoni introduced himself as the developer. Chairperson Holland asked if the home would be replaced 19 
with a single family residence and Mr. Aharoni confirmed that is correct. Mr. Enck asked if the owners were 20 
present and if it would be a spec home. Mr. Aharoni confirmed it would and he would own the home which may 21 
be owned in the future by relatives. He then stated if they chose not to buy it, it would be a spec home. Ms. Good 22 
asked what style of home would be built and Mr. Aharoni responded it would be a traditional Colonial home which 23 
would complement the neighborhood. He informed the Commission he has not built other homes in Winnetka but 24 
he and his father as builders have built 12 in Wilmette and Glenview over the past 16 years.  25 
 26 
Mr. Enck asked if the home has been empty and Mr. Aharoni responded Mr. Strange still lived in the home. He 27 
added the home is in rough shape. Mr. Enck noted a sign was in the front yard for a long time. Mr. Coladarci asked 28 
why the home had not sold. Mr. Aharoni stated the owner was asking for a lot for the home and he purchased it at 29 
the right time. He then informed the Commission the basement has 6 foot ceilings and a lot of roof leakage, rotten 30 
wood on the side, mold, basement cracks, etc.  31 
 32 
Chairperson Holland stated Mr. Strange built a home at the corner of Oak and Provident. Mr. Aharoni confirmed 33 
that was in 2017. Mr. Enck referred to the number of trees on the property. Mr. Aharoni confirmed the healthy 34 
trees would remain and he met with Mr. Stier who marked a dead tree in the rear to be taken down. He then 35 
stated in the front, they would trim the location where the home would be located to minimize liability from the 36 
branches.  37 
 38 
Chairperson Holland asked if the footprint of the new home would be larger and Mr. Aharoni confirmed it would 39 
be larger with additional square footage with the new third floor. Chairperson Holland stated the third floor has to 40 
be 7 feet. Mr. Marx confirmed the clearance height would have to be 7 feet between the floor and rafters. He 41 
noted the third floor GFA would be limited to less than 50% of the upper floor and otherwise, it would be counted 42 
as a full third floor.  43 
 44 
Mr. Enck asked for a comparison of the home’s current square footage to the new home. Mr. Aharoni estimated 45 
the current home to be 3,000 square feet and the new home would measure approximately 4,000 square feet. The 46 
builder, Mr. Aharoni’s father, confirmed the existing home measured 2,347 square feet and the new property 47 
would be 4,695 square feet. He confirmed the new impermeable area would be 2,452 square feet. Mr. Marx stated 48 
the maximum GFA is proportional to the lot size and new construction has slightly lower maximum permitted GFA 49 
than if it were the existing home constructed before 1989.  50 
 51 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were other homes on Cherry Street with three floors and it was confirmed 52 
there are. Mr. Aharoni noted a home at the corner of Provident and Cherry has third floor attic space which was 53 
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turned into a living area. Chairperson Holland asked if there would be a detached garage. Mr. Aharoni confirmed 1 
that is correct. Mr. Marx stated they would get the 400 square foot bonus if the garage is located in the rear corner 2 
of the lot.  3 
 4 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments. Ms. Comstock stated there have been so many new 5 
homes going up and suggested they use high quality materials which would complement the neighborhood. Mr. 6 
Aharoni confirmed they would.   7 
 8 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to grant the demolition permit for 932 Cherry Street. A motion was made 9 
and seconded by Mr. Enck. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  10 
AYES:   Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Stewart, Weaver  11 
NAYS:   None 12 
NON-VOTING:  Coladarci  13 
 14 
Case No. 20-08: 984 Cherry Street:  Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 15 
residence at 984 Cherry Street.  16 
Mike Swain introduced himself to the Commission as the builder presenting the request on behalf of his clients. 17 
Mr. Enck asked if the home was on the market and Mr. Swain confirmed it was listed “as is.” He then stated he did 18 
not know if the home was vacant when it was bought and indicated the home may have been built in the 1950’s or 19 
1960’s. Ms. Good asked what was the total amount of time the home was on the market. Mr. Swain responded it 20 
may have been over a year with several price reductions.  21 
 22 
Chairperson Holland asked if Mr. Swain was the owner and Mr. Swain responded the owners live in the city. He 23 
then stated he has built homes for 20 years in Wilmette where he lived. Ms. Good asked what style of home would 24 
be built. Mr. Swain responded it would be traditional with some understated farm house accent. Mr. Enck stated 25 
the home is modest in size and asked what is the existing versus proposed square footage. Mr. Swain estimated 26 
the existing square footage to be between 1,200-1,400 square feet on the first floor with approximately 800 27 
square feet on the second floor with an unfinished basement and the new home would be 3,268 square feet over 28 
three floors with a detached garage noting the lot measured 155x87 feet. 29 
 30 
Chairperson Holland noted the Historical Society had an interesting comment which she read as follows: “… 984 31 
Cherry has no interesting architectural significance but it is a dying part of four-squares along the western blocks 32 
between Cherry and Oak Street. The people who lived at 984 Cherry Street are an example of a past where 33 
laborers/immigrants were able to live in Winnetka. 984 Cherry Street’s original construction date cannot be 34 
located but Charles and Eunice Eastman occupied the residence in 1918 as recorded on his World War I draft 35 
registration card…” Chairperson Holland then stated these homes are disappearing and are part of the Village’s 36 
history. Mr. Enck stated that is why their Commission relates to larger planning efforts and every time smaller 37 
homes are torn down, that priced out younger families who may want to move to the community for the school 38 
district and maintain the vibrancy of the neighborhood. He also stated these types of homes are targeted since 39 
they are smaller and there are examples of other smaller homes in the neighborhood which have been rehabbed. 40 
He then stated he wished the owners were here in terms of seeing how they operate as a community and what 41 
their concerns are. Mr. Enck also stated these decisions have a long lasting impact with regard to tearing down a 42 
100 year old home as opposed to build something new. 43 
 44 
Chairperson Holland asked if the home is in bad shape and Mr. Swain confirmed that is correct. He stated the 45 
home was not advertised as something that was going to be remodeled. Mr. Swain stated it was difficult to guess 46 
the home’s age due to its old wallpaper and stone foundation which leaked. He indicated that may be why the 47 
home was on the market for so long.  48 
 49 
Chairperson Holland stated they have to ask the Village Council as long as it is not a code change to add the 50 
owners to the application process and ask them to represent themselves at the meetings. Mr. Coladarci stated he 51 
was unable to find anything which required the owners to be present at the meeting. Chairperson Holland stated 52 
they want the community to know what the Commission is doing and there are many versions of the ordinance 53 
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which are rumors and they want the community to understand what the Commission’s efforts are which cannot be 1 
done without the owners being present. She indicated in the near future, it would be helpful for the owners to be 2 
present.  3 
 4 
Mr. Enck agreed and stated there are important questions to be asked of the applicant which cannot be done if 5 
they are not present. Chairperson Holland stated the caucus platform indicated they should save these types of 6 
homes but they do not have the tools to do it. She then asked for a motion to grant the demolition permit for 984 7 
Cherry Street.  8 
 9 
Mr. Enck commented they do not have enough information here to make a decision and the applicants should be 10 
present to answer their questions. Ms. Good agreed and added stating a home is in bad condition did not mean it 11 
is a teardown but meant that the owner did not want to negotiate back and forth which could also apply to a new 12 
home. Ms. Good then stated they need to know specifically what is in such bad condition in the home. Mr. Swain 13 
stated the fact it has been on the market for a long time. Ms. Good then stated it was initially drastically 14 
overpriced which is why it sat on the market for a long time when all it needs is cosmetic work. Mr. Swain stated 15 
being a builder for 20 years, the home has significant foundation issues, leaks and bubbling plaster which may 16 
indicate mold. He then stated there are heaving stone walls indicating foundation issues. Ms. Good asked if he had 17 
photos and Mr. Swain responded he could get them. Ms. Good indicated the Commission would be interested in 18 
seeing them to determine whether to grant a demolition permit. Mr. Enck stated exterior photos were provided 19 
but no reasoning as to why the home could not be saved.  20 
 21 
Chairperson Holland asked the Commission Members what they would like to do and indicated an HAIS would not 22 
help since there is no history. She then stated they could ask the owners to return with additional information. Ms. 23 
Good asked what happened if no one made a motion.  Mr. Coladarci stated the Commission has to act.  24 
 25 
Mr. Enck moved to state at the next meeting, to have more information to make a decision and referred to the 26 
development of the 2040 Plan of which a big part related to historic preservation and maintaining the diversity of 27 
housing stock. He referred to new construction which maxed out FAR and the diversity of housing stock in this 28 
neighborhood. Mr. Enck then stated the Commission needed more information specifically as to why this home 29 
could not be saved such as photos, etc. Mr. Coladarci stated he could not opine on the Commission’s position. Mr. 30 
Marx stated he would have to check the code.  31 
 32 
Ms. Good suggested the matter be tabled until after the next case. Chairperson Holland then called the next case.  33 
 34 
Case No. 20-09: 1077 Oak Street:  Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 35 
residence at 1077 Oak Street.  36 
Max Kruszewski of Foxwood Development Group introduced himself to the Commission. Chairperson Holland 37 
asked if they planned to replace the home with a single family home. Mr. Kruszewski confirmed that is correct. 38 
Chairperson Holland asked what is the existing square footage and Mr. Kruszewski responded it is approximately 39 
1,200 square feet above grade with a total of approximately 2,800 square feet and the new home would measure 40 
approximately 3,600 square feet above grade. Chairperson Holland stated there are a lot of old oak trees close the 41 
property and asked if Mr. Stier had seen the trees. Mr. Kruszewski responded not yet.  42 
 43 
Mr. Enck asked if the home was on the market and Mr. Kruszewski confirmed that is correct for over 3 months and 44 
was on a private listing prior to that. Ms. Good asked if private listing meant the owners approached builders prior 45 
to it being put on the market. Mr. Kruszewski responded no and noted there is a private listing service on the MLS. 46 
Mr. Enck asked if the property was marketed as land and Mr. Kruszewski confirmed it was marketed as vacant. Ms. 47 
Good asked how long was it listed privately and Mr. Kruszewski responded he did not know.  48 
 49 
Mr. Coladarci asked what style of home would be built. Mr. Kruszewski stated it would be an Elgin farm house with 50 
two brick parapet walls of two stories plus a small third story space. Chairperson Holland asked if they spoke to 51 
anyone with regard to saving the tree nearest the home and Mr. Kruszewski responded they have not since the 52 
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plans have not been finalized yet. He then stated the tree slanted heavily to the right. Ms. Good questioned 1 
another tree on the left side closer to the sidewalk and Mr. Kruszewski confirmed it is their intent to keep it.  2 
 3 
Mr. Enck asked if the new home would be a spec home. Mr. Kruszewski confirmed that is correct and stated they 4 
have an interested buyer. Mr. Coladarci asked how did they plan to replace the larger trees if they are taken down 5 
since there is not enough space on the property for replacement trees. Mr. Kruszewski noted the lot measured 50 6 
feet x 177 feet and has rear access which did not require them to install a driveway. Chairperson Holland stated 7 
the tree sizes are to be replaced whether on the property or elsewhere in the Village. She asked if there were any 8 
other comments.  9 
 10 
Ms. Comstock referred to the area and Skokie School and Washburn in terms of their proximity to the 11 
construction. Mr. Kruszewski informed the Commission they have done other projects with no complaints relating 12 
to their sites.  13 
 14 
Ms. Good moved to grant the demolition permit for 1077 Oak Street with the stipulation that an effort be made to 15 
save as many trees as possible. The motion was seconded. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  16 
AYES:   Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Stewart, Weaver  17 
NAYS:   None 18 
NON-VOTING:  Coladarci  19 
 20 
Mr. Marx stated going back to the issue of what the Commission may consider, Section 15.52 of the ordinance 21 
indicates once a demolition permit is submitted, it must have this information within so much time and a mailed 22 
notice must be sent and also must be given a preliminary historic and architectural review which is done by the 23 
Historical Society following which, the information is brought to the Commission. He stated from that point, upon 24 
completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the Commission shall enter preliminary findings on 25 
the issue of whether the demolition is going to affect a building or a property that has sufficient architectural or 26 
historical significance of merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS. Mr. Marx then stated it goes through the process 27 
and when an HAIS must be submitted along with the delay and issuance of permits, that would happen at a future 28 
meeting. Mr. Marx then stated read Section 15.52.080 – Issuance of Demolition Permits as follows: “Except as 29 
provided in the following subsection, the demolition permit shall be approved and issued under the following 30 
circumstances: (i) if the LPC determines that an historical, architectural and impact study is not warranted, if the 31 
LPC determines upon the completion of an HAIS a delay to seek alternatives to demolition is not warranted; and 32 
(iii) if any delay authorized by subsection referring to the 60 day delay has expired.” He then stated the ordinance 33 
stated no demolition permit shall be issued if any of the following circumstances exist such as a delay imposed by 34 
Public Works, the Village Manager, etc.  35 
 36 
Ms. Good asked if the Commission could delay until they get more information or if they can delay after an HAIS. 37 
Mr. Coladarci stated the remainder of that section stated that no demolition permit shall be issued if the following 38 
circumstances exist and cited the references Mr. Marx mentioned along with others. He then stated is if the 39 
Commission determined something is missing from the application. Chairperson Holland stated the Commission 40 
cannot do anything other than approve the demolition. Mr. Marx stated without previously consulting the Village 41 
Director, it is his understanding the main decision of an initial of a review of an application is whether an HAIS is 42 
warranted or not.  43 
 44 
Ms. Good asked if the preliminary historical and architectural review is what the Historical Society determined and 45 
if the HAIS is something for the Commission to consider today. Mr. Marx stated the review is what is asked of the 46 
Historical Society and presented to them and is an initial review of the building permits they have on file and the 47 
Historical Society provides to them what that research indicates. Mr. Coladarci stated that is one part of the initial 48 
study and the Commission can disagree with the Historical Society. Ms. Good argued they do not have enough 49 
information on the property to make that determination. Chairperson Holland stated the only way to get that 50 
information is through an HAIS which did not make sense in this case. Mr. Coladarci then stated the first criteria is 51 
whether the application is complete which is determined by staff. He then stated that is followed by the 52 
preliminary property history study which included information about the original building and current photos and 53 
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if they are attempting to gather information about the condition of the property, that would follow the 1 
chronological list of what is worked on the property. Mr. Coladarci stated is if someone in addition to the Historical 2 
Society provided additional information, that would help the Commission make a decision.  3 
 4 
Ms. Good suggested the Commission should make a mental note when the time came to tweak the ordinance, 5 
moving forward, to provide interior photos of the homes. Mr. Coladarci stated the wording currently only specified 6 
photos and could mean interior as well as exterior. Mr. Enck noted the only three photos are of the front of the 7 
property. Mr. Marx stated applicants are usually asked to submit photos of each side of the building and they are 8 
sometimes supplemented by photos taken by the Village staff.  9 
 10 
Mr. Enck then stated in the past, when an applicant has made the case there are issues with the home such as 11 
cracked foundations, etc. and there are photos, that helped make the argument that it has been finalized as 12 
opposed to the home being recently purchased and the request is being made on site. Ms. Good also stated in the 13 
future, they should request a walkthrough of the home by Commission Members. Mr. Coladarci stated that would 14 
present a problem and would pose an undue burden. Ms. Good stated most older homes have structural issues 15 
such as bulging walls, etc. and a structural engineer could make those types of determinations. She stated lots of 16 
homes can be salvaged and moving forward, it may be something the Commission may want to explore in the 17 
future especially for small homes they would like to keep in the Village. Ms. Comstock referred to the number of 18 
smaller homes priced in the lower price range. Mr. Enck referred to a small older home which received a landmark 19 
preservation award.  20 
 21 
Chairperson Holland stated the Commission cannot burden this applicant and they must make a decision on the 22 
demolition permit. She reiterated they should ask the owners to be present at the hearings. Mr. Marx stated they 23 
have told applicants that the property owner or a representative such as an attorney, contractor or architect be 24 
present at the meeting.  25 
 26 
Chairperson Holland again asked for a motion to grant the demolition permit for 984 Cherry Street. A motion was 27 
made and seconded. A vote was taken and the motion passed, 4 to 2.  28 
AYES:   Comstock, Holland, Stewart, Weaver  29 
NAYS:   Enck, Good 30 
NON-VOTING:  Coladarci  31 
 32 
Case No. 19-02: 1153 Pine Street:  Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the single family 33 
residence at 1153 Pine Street.   34 
Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Silvestri presented the review to the Commission. Ms. Benjamin began by stating the 35 
first permit they found on the home dated to 1928 and after Ms. Silvestri’s research, they discovered how the 36 
home changed over time.  37 
 38 
Ms. Silvestri then stated Russell Walcott was a very significant architect who did a lot of homes on the North 39 
Shore. She referred to the original owner and described it as charming French revival manor home and the home 40 
as they see it today is more of an estate home. Ms. Silvestri stated she went to the Art Institute library and found 41 
several journals where they found several photos and discovered the home was well publicized when it was 42 
completed. She noted while they had no original date of construction, they estimated it to be 1922 since the first 43 
time an image was published was in The Country Life in a 1922 New York publication entitled “An Architect’s Home 44 
in Illinois That Might Well Be a Bit of Normandy.” Ms. Silvestri stated it was published in September and October in 45 
The American Architect. She described the home as an extremely charming honeymoon cottage for Walcott and 46 
his wife who moved from Evanston and read from the article.  47 
 48 
Ms. Benjamin then referred to the landscape drawing which showcased his talents. She then referred to the first 49 
permit from 1928 which was for a substantial addition and then read the following: “Walcott was always 50 
enamored with French architecture. He served in France during World War I. During the 1920’s, when he was 51 
practicing French architecture, it became very popular. It was frequently published in popular magazines and 52 
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journals.” Ms. Benjamin also stated there was an article by Phil Goodwin who was also enamored with French 1 
architecture.  2 
 3 
Ms. Benjamin informed the Commission the addition to the home was done for John Dole. She referred to the 4 
relationship between the lot on Pine on the 1938 Sanborn map showing the outline. Ms. Benjamin then identified 5 
the footprint of the home on the Sanborn map and showed where she drew an outline of where the home was 6 
originally located. She stated the addition consisted of a living room and dining room in the back, a hallway and 7 
two rooms adjacent to it on the west side. Ms. Benjamin also referred to the servant’s quarters and garage which 8 
were also added. She described the changes made as odd and referred to an image of the current home.  9 
 10 
Ms. Benjamin then identified the front of the home and two wings added to it. She referred to a photo of the 11 
home and indicated everything seen from a certain angle was an addition. Ms. Benjamin described the home as 12 
cobbled together. She then stated there was a two story addition done in 1986 with a permit to show the 13 
demolition of a glazed porch and addition of a two story section. Ms. Benjamin also referred to a third story added 14 
later. She stated the home suffered from an integrity addition in that a home is meant to be experienced with the 15 
back obviously the rear of the home and the front obviously the front.  16 
 17 
Ms. Benjamin referred the Commission to the home’s interior and described the interior spaces which she 18 
commented has a rustic feel. She identified the living room, library, two entrances to another space and noted 19 
there are not a lot of distinguishing French interior characteristics. Ms. Benjamin described the fireplace as the 20 
most interesting feature and went on to describe other interior rooms in the home. She described the dining room 21 
and kitchen which was remodeled a couple of times. Ms. Benjamin then identified the compressed second floor 22 
and rooms located on that floor. She also identified stairs added to the third floor much later.  23 
 24 
Ms. Silvestri identified the home’s first owners as Russell Walcott and his wife. She described his educational 25 
background and that he was in World War I. She then stated he worked with Howard Van Doren Shaw and Henry 26 
Dangler as well as with Robert Work. Ms. Silvestri stated Walcott designed many large estates and homes on the 27 
North Shore and later moved to Barrington. She stated he then moved to Tryon, NC after investing in a bank there 28 
and continued to practice architecture.  29 
 30 
Ms. Silvestri stated he sold the home to John and Barbara Dole who were the home’s most significant owners 31 
besides Walcott. She then described John Dole’s background including him being president of the Dole Valve 32 
Company and board affiliations. Ms. Silvestri stated the Doles sold the property to Jean Paul and Helen Clayton and 33 
described Mr. Clayton’s background. She stated the property was then transferred to Chicago Title & Trust Co. Ms. 34 
Silvestri noted there was not a lot of information regarding John Browning and Albert Washburn who were Chicago 35 
Title employees and the property was then sold to Gillette and Janet Elvgren. Ms. Silvestri described Mr. Elvgren’s 36 
background who she described as one of the most successful calendar artists in history.  37 
 38 
Ms. Silvestri stated the property was then sold to French Strother and Barbara Cary and informed the Commission 39 
Mr. Cary was a founder of Leo Burnett. She also described Mrs. Cary which included being an original member of 40 
the Ravinia Festival Association’s theater committee.  Ms. Silvestri stated the home was then sold to Marshall and 41 
Henrietta Harrison and described Mr. Harrison’s background. She stated the home was then sold to Charles and 42 
Zillah Oden for whom she was unable to find any information. Ms. Silvestri then stated the home was sold to 43 
Richard and Donna Rosenberg, the current owners and described their backgrounds. She informed the 44 
Commission she spoke to Mr. Rosenberg who did not want to live in the large home after his wife passed away.  45 
 46 
Ms. Benjamin stated Ms. Silvestri was able to uncover important information regarding the home’s previous 47 
owners which it is important to document. She then referred to other homes for which they would provide 48 
additional information, some of which are in unincorporated Winnetka. Ms. Benjamin referred to several other 49 
homes by David Adler and other homes by distinguished architects in the neighborhood. She then stated adjacent 50 
to the home is a Tudor home which dated to 1986 and the Walcott home next door to that which was designed for 51 
William Walton. Ms. Benjamin also referred to a French home around the corner designed by Larry Booth. She 52 
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noted the most significant home is the Morton home which was published. Ms. Benjamin also referred to the 1 
home across from that designed by William Warfield as well as several other surrounding homes.  2 
 3 
Ms. Benjamin then stated when you look at everything in the neighborhood, it is not a cohesive neighborhood and 4 
since it has changed so much over the years, there is an integrity issue. She also stated while the home’s removal is 5 
unfortunate, it would not be necessarily impactful on the neighboring homes. Ms. Benjamin stated the home itself 6 
has historical significance and is part of the story of Walcott. She stated because of the integrity issue, it would be 7 
sad to lose it and it has a lot of interesting things going on with the home.  8 
 9 
Mr. Enck and Chairperson Holland commented the report is very thorough. Chairperson Holland asked if there 10 
were any questions. No questions were raised at this time. Ms. Comstock thanked Ms. Benjamin and Ms. Silvestri 11 
for the performing the research on the home. She also referred to the fact that Walcott designed the French home 12 
next door and were complementary to each other when the subject home was in its original form. Chairperson 13 
Holland referred to a home on Hibbard which may be in unincorporated Winnetka.  14 
 15 
Brian Wolf introduced himself to the Commission and lived in Winnetka 20 years ago. He referred to land he 16 
previously owned. Mr. Wolf referred to the number of people moving to Florida and asked if it would be possible 17 
for the owner to get a home equity loan and keep the home. Chairperson Holland stated that is not within the 18 
Commission’s purview. She then thanked Ms. Benjamin and Ms. Silvestri for providing history on the home. 19 
Chairperson Holland then asked if there were any questions. No questions were raised at this time.  20 
 21 
Chairperson Holland referred to Section 15.52.060, the Commission is to enter findings on the following issues: (a) 22 
whether the HAIS is complete. The Commission agreed the report is complete. Chairperson Holland read the next 23 
finding: (b) whether the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on 24 
either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood. She noted the references to the changes in the 25 
neighborhood. Chairperson Holland read the last finding: (c) whether demolition should be delayed in order to 26 
explore alternatives to total demolition.  27 
 28 
Mr. Enck referred to the trees and the new home which is to be re-sited on the lot. Mr. Kruszewski responded the 29 
intent from the street side is to take down smaller trees and while the large tree near the front of the home would 30 
come down, the trees would be replaced according to the Village code. Mr. Enck then stated with regard to actual 31 
demolition plans, he asked if they submitted for permit. Mr. Kruszewski responded they have submitted for permit 32 
and stated from his experience as a builder, their homes range approximately 90% recycled. He also stated they 33 
plan to donate any interior materials that are salvageable and they would be in compliance with the code.  34 
 35 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. No additional questions were raised at this time. She 36 
then stated the determination of the Commission shall be supported by fact based on the entire record. The 37 
Commission Members agreed. Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion to grant the demolition permit for 38 
1153 Pine Street. A motion was made and seconded. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  39 
AYES:   Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Stewart, Weaver  40 
NAYS:   None 41 
NON-VOTING:  Coladarci  42 
 43 
Other Business. a. Comprehensive Plan Status Update.  44 
Mr. Marx referred to the flyer to be shared with the Commission. He confirmed that is the only update. 45 
 46 
New Business.  47 
Chairperson Holland stated she spoke with Laura with regard to the educational aspect of the Commission. She 48 
stated the community and realtors did not understand the ordinance and suggested there be a seminar in the 49 
spring or fall to describe what the Commission is and what they can and cannot do according to the ordinance. 50 
Chairperson Holland then stated the caucus stated the Commission should do more to allow smaller homes to 51 
remain and they do not have the tools to do it. She stated she spoke with President Rintz who is in favor of doing 52 
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something about it. Chairperson Holland then stated Laura would decide what type of experts would be needed to 1 
address it and asked the Commission to assist her.  2 
 3 
Chairperson Holland asked if there was any other new business. Mr. Coladarci agreed more effort should be made 4 
on behalf of the Commission.   5 
 6 
The Commission Members further discussed the demolition of 984 Cherry Street discussed at this meeting and 7 
procedures in terms of the application for demolition and ownership relationship information. Mr. Marx stated 8 
they do require certain information before an application is deemed complete and if there is a trust is listed as the 9 
owner, they do have that information but it is not included in the agenda packets. He also stated there is a lot of 10 
personal information and if the Commission wanted that additional information included in the material packet, it 11 
is available for them to see in their office.  The Commission Members discussed FOIA requirements. Mr. Coladarci 12 
stated the reason for bringing that information to the meeting is to increase transparency and if they do not have 13 
that information, it made it harder for the Commission to do their job. He then stated if the applicants are required 14 
to attend the meetings, enforcing the procedure relative to the impact on the Village would be appropriate. Mr. 15 
Coladarci also stated it may slow down the amount of demolitions. He also referred to what is required of 16 
applicants appearing before the PC. Chairperson Holland referred to 1175 White Bridge.  17 
 18 
Mr. Enck asked if that is something the Commission can require or ask for clarification before next month’s 19 
meeting. Mr. Marx responded he would speak with the Community Development Department to see what the 20 
requirements are. He stated in terms of procedure and questions the Commission had about the process, he would 21 
speak with Ms. Klaassen and Mr. Schoon to verify what is required in terms of the ordinance and code requiring 22 
the applicant to attend.  23 
 24 
Mr. Coladarci asked if the process is the same for commercial demolition. Mr. Marx stated he has not seen any 25 
commercial demolition requests since he has been with the Village. Mr. Enck stated in other commissions he has 26 
been on, if they do not have enough information, the matter would get tabled until the following month.  27 
 28 
Next meeting – April 6, 2020 – Quorum check.   29 
The Commission did not discuss the next meeting date. 30 
 31 
ADJOURNMENT: 32 
The meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m.  33 
 34 
Respectfully submitted, 35 
 36 
Antionette Johnson 37 
Recording Secretary  38 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MAY 22, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-03-LPC: 710 WALDEN ROAD – HISTORICAL AND 
ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY  

 
INTRODUCTION 

On June 1, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will conduct a virtual public meeting, in 
accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Stay-at-Home Executive Order, 
to consider the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) of the property at 710 Walden Road (the 
“Subject Property”) prepared by Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester at the request of Chip Hackley, of 
Hackley & Associates Architects (the “Applicant”), as a representative of Meinhard St. John and Paul St. 
John (the “Owners”). The Owners of the Subject Property plan to demolish the existing house and 
construct a pool with a new pool house on the Subject Property. 
 
A mailed notice was sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of the 
Village Code.  The meeting was also noticed in the Winnetka Talk on May 14, 2020. As of the date of this 
memo, staff has not received any written comments from the public regarding this application. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.7 acres in size, is located on the southwest side of 
Walden Road between Westmoor Road and Pine Street, and contains a single-family residence with an 
attached garage. The property is zoned R-3 Single-Family Residential, and is surrounded by properties 
zoned R-3 Single Family Residential.     
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

At the January 6, 2020 LPC meeting, by a vote of 7-0, the LPC required the applicant to submit a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS).  The LPC found the property has sufficient architectural and 
historical merit to warrant an HAIS prior to the issuance of the demolition permit based on the fact the 
home was designed by Russell Walcott, a prominent architect of the early twentieth century on the 
North Shore.  
 
It is the duty of the LPC to determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether the proposed 
demolition will result either in the loss of a building or structure that is of historic or architectural 
significance or in the significant alteration of the architectural character of the immediate 
neighborhood.    
 
The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has reviewed and commented on the HAIS, the comments are 
included in this report as Attachment B.       
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In accordance with Section 15.52.060 of the Village Code, the Commission is to enter findings on the 
following issues: 

a. whether the HAIS is complete; 

b. whether the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural or historical 
impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and 

c. whether demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives to total demolition.   
 

In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

a. the HAIS (Attachment A);  

b. the preliminary property history study (Attachment D); 

c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and the HAIS (Attachments 
B and D); 

d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the impact 
determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 

 
The determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the entire record. 
 
If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to 
enable the LPC to make a determination as to the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may 
direct the Applicant to complete, amend or supplement the report and may continue the impact 
determination meeting pending the Applicant’s filing of a complete application.   
 
A building or structure shall be considered to be historically or architecturally significant if the LPC 
determines that it meets one or more of the following standards: 

a. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built 
or historic associations; 

b. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure; 

c. the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 
once common in the Village; 

d. the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

e. that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted 
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 
 

If the LPC finds that the building proposed for demolition meets the standards for significance listed 
above, the LPC may order that the issuance of the permit be delayed for up to 60 days to afford an 
opportunity to find alternatives to demolition.  The delay order shall (i) identify and evaluate the 
structure’s historical or architectural significance; (ii) propose preservation alternatives and relevant 
planning considerations based on such evaluation; (iii) encourage interest in and understanding of 
preservation in the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request; and 
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(iv) encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views between the applicant and 
the owners and occupants of properties within 250 feet of the Subject Property. 
 
The delay order may include a request for a conference with the owner.  Any delay by the applicant in 
complying with such request shall be added to the delay period. The LPC shall determine its 
recommendations for saving the building and transmit them in writing to the applicant, and attempt to 
work out a mutually satisfactory solution.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 3



 
 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS) 
 

 
710 WALDEN ROAD, WINNETKA 

THE EDMUND B. BARTLETT HOUSE 
 
 
  

HAIS PREPARED BY: 
SUSAN BENJAMIN and JEANNE SYLVESTER 
BENJAMIN HISTORIC CERTIFICATIONS 
711 MARION AVENUE 
HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035 
Benjaminhistoric.com 
 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on March 13, 2020 
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 2 

  
 

 
 
 

Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester of Benjamin Historic Certifications have prepared this 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the Edmund B. Bartlett House at 710 Walden 
Road in Winnetka, Illinois. Our qualifications are as follows: 
 
Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with 30-plus years of experience, writing over 175 
local and National Register nominations and preparing more than 200 property tax freeze and 
federal income tax credit applications. Her B.A. is in Art History from Brown University, and her 
M.S. is from the University of Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman of Highland Park 
Historic Preservation Commission. She frequently consults on Historic Preservation projects, 
lectures and has written several articles and books on Chicago architecture. She and architect Stuart 
Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 1871 – 1921 (2008) and North Shore Chicago: 
Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890 – 1940 (2004), published by Acanthus Press, New York. 
Currently, Susan is currently working on another book, entitled Modern in the Middle: Chicago 
Houses 1929 – 1975, which will be published in 2020. Susan is a resident of Highland Park. 
 
Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications in May of 2018 after receiving her M.S. 
in Historic Preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. While at SAIC, Jeanne 
interned with the Landmarks Division of the City of Chicago Planning Department where she 
researched, photographed and wrote numerous landmark designation reports. She also interned 
with WTTW Chicago where she researched subjects for the award-winning program “Ten That 
Changed America.” Jeanne earned a B.A. in history from Northwestern University and a J.D. from 
DePaul University College of Law. She has researched and drafted multiple Historic American 
Building Survey Reports, including one for Chicago Union Station. With Benjamin Historic 
Certifications, Jeanne completed an intensive survey of over 1,300 commercial and residential 
buildings in Lake Bluff, Illinois and has worked on many successful property tax freeze 
applications. She is the author of “The ‘Beaux-Arts Boys of Chicago: An Architectural Genealogy, 
1890 – 1930” published by the journal Classicist. She is a resident of Long Grove.  
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710 Walden Road 
Constructed in 1923 

With alterations in 1933, 1936, 1980, 2001, 2002, 2003 & 2012 
Designed by Russell S. Walcott 

 
Property Index Number: 05-17-410-012-0000 

 
Ownership History of the Land Parcel1 

 
The legal description of 710 Walden Road identifies the land parcel as “Lot 3 in Block 1 in 
Nelson’s Subdivision of part of the Southeast 1/3 of Section 17, Township 42 North, Range 13, 
east of the Third Principal Meridian, being a Re-subdivision of Lot 61 and part of Lot 60 in the 
County Clerk’s Division of Part of the Southeast ¼ of Section 17, Lying West of the Right of 
Way of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, in Cook County, Illinois.” 
 
The first time the parcel of land containing the residence was identified in the Cook County 
Recorder of Deeds’ Ledger Books was when the County Clerk’s Subdivision was subdivided and 
recorded on April 30, 1878, creating multiple lots including Lots 60 and 61.2 Lots 60 and Lot 
61were subsequently re-subdivided as Nelson’s Subdivision, recorded on September 4, 1912. 
The property owners of Nelson’s Subdivision were identified as Murray and Mary K. Nelson, 
William S. and Ethel B. Elliott, and Edward B. and Louisa P. Burling, who divided the land into 
three blocks.3 Edward Burling granted a warranty deed to John B. Guthrie on February 27,1919, 
which was recorded on March 26, 1919. On August 22, 1922 John Guthrie issued a warranty 
deed to Nanette H. Bartlett for Block 3and that transfer was recorded on September 12, 1922.4  
 
A construction permit for a two-story frame and brick veneer residence was filed on December 6, 
1923 and permit number 2126 was issued on December 8, 1923. The house would be 56’-7” 
wide, 48’-2” long and 24’-0” high. The owner was Edmund B. Bartlett, architect was Russell S. 
Walcott and builder was A.C. Atherton of 1508 Farwell Avenue in Chicago. Atherton also acted 
as carpenter and mason. Ownership remained in the hands of Edmund and, after his death, 
Nanette Bartlett until 1975, when Wesley Bass, Jr. purchased the property.  
 
 
 

 
1 All ownership information for the land parcel known as 1212 Westmoor Road in Winnetka was obtained 

while conducting research at the Cook County Recorder of Deeds in January, 2020. 
2 Cook County Recorder of Deeds, Plat #178377. Book 13, page 82. 
3 Cook County Recorder of Deeds, Plat #5075263. Book 116, page 26. 
4 Cook County Recorder of Deeds, Book 247-A, page 193. 
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Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 710 Walden Road 

 
Edmund Benton and Nanette H. Bartlett, August 22, 1922 – October 2, 1975 
Edmund Bartlett was born on June 27, 1888 in Peoria, Illinois.5 He graduated from Yale 
University and served in the infantry in World War I. He married Nanette Huston on October 11, 
1913.6 
 
In 1920, Edmund, Nanette and their daughter were renting a house at 860 Elm Street in 
Winnetka. 7 By 1922 Edmund was living at 589 Lincoln Avenue in Winnetka. He was secretary 
of Bartlett, Knight & Co., an investment firm, where he specialized in bonds.8 His professional 
partner was Augustus Knight of 1033 Hinman in Evanston. In 1930, Bartlett was vice-president 
of the firm and he and his family were living at 710 Walden Road, which was valued at the time 
at $55,000 (equal to $803,361.34 in 2019).9  
 
In 1942, Edmund registered for the draft, listing his residence as 710 Walden Rd.10 He retired 
from Bartlett, Knight & Co. at the beginning of World II, but then served as executive manager 
of the Illinois War Finance Committee which handled bond sales for the war effort.11 Edmund 
Bartlett died on April 15, 1953, in Pompano Beach, Florida, leaving his wife Nanette, a daughter, 
Laura Moore, and five grandchildren.12 He was 64 years old.  
 
Nanette Huston was born in Toledo, Ohio on January 11, 1888.13 In 1916, she was living in San 
Diego, California14 where their daughter Laura was born.15 Nanette attended the Northwestern 

 
5 U.S Draft Registration Card, 1942, Ancestry.com, accessed February 10, 2020. 
6 “Nanette Marie Huston, “ Colonial Families of the USA, 1607 – 1775, Bartlett Family VI, p. 77, 

Ancestry.com, accessed February 10, 2020. 
7 1920 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com, accessed February 2, 2020. 
8 Certified List of Domestic and Foreign Corporations for the Year 1922, 

https://books.google.com/books?id=CjFHAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA103&lpg=PA103&dq=edmund+bartlett+winnetka
&source=bl&ots=gu7MpEtyFy&sig=ACfU3U1EwDCXFu6aSHS3eQhJIQCnDDEXYg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahU
KEwjRlcKR4tHnAhXEVc0KHQ1-
BLEQ6AEwAXoECAoQAQ#v=onepage&q=edmund%20bartlett%20winnetka&f=false, p. 103, accessed February 
14, 2020. 

9 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com; Dollar Times, 
https://www.dollartimes.com/inflation/inflation.php?amount=55000&year=1930, accessed February 14, 2020. 

10 U.S Draft Registration Card, 1942, Ancestry.com, accessed February 14, 2020. 
11 “Edmund B. Bartlett” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, April 13, 1953.  
12 Ibid. 
13 Nanette M. Huston, U.S. Passport Applications, 1795 – 1924, Ancestry.com, accessed February 14, 

2020. 
14 California Voter Registrations, 1900 – 1968, San Diego County, 1916 Roll 004, Ancestry.com, accessed 

February 14, 2020. 
15 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com, accessed February 14, 2020. 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 8



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 6 

University School of Music in 1919 – 192016 and she was listed on the Pittsburgh Social Register 
in January, 1920. She was a life member of the Art Institute of Chicago.17 Nanette died on May 
13, 1975.18 
 
Laura Bartlett, Edmund’s and Nanette’s daughter, was born in California in 1916. She married 
Dr. Francis D. Moore on June 24, 1935 and the wedding reception was held at the house on 710 
Walden Road.19 Laura was killed in 1988 in an automobile accident.20 
 
Laura’s husband, Dr. Francis D. Moore, was considered “a giant of 20th century surgery” and 
“one of the giants of medicine at Harvard.”21 Moore graduated from Harvard College in 1935 
and Harvard Medical School in 1939. His surgical residency was with Massachusetts General 
Hospital and he was a professor of surgery at Harvard Medical School for almost three decades. 
He was surgeon-in-chief at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston (now Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital). Moore made profound contributions to the understanding of how bodily fluids and 
chemicals change during surgery, the development of organ transplantation and the care of 
critically ill surgical patients. Under his stewardship, Brigham and Women’s Hospital’s surgical 
department became a leader in organ transplantation. In 1954, a surgical team at the hospital 
performed the first successful human organ transplant, transferring a kidney between identical 
twins. Dr. Joseph E. Murray, who performed the surgery, won the Nobel Prize in 1990 and Dr. 
Francis Moore was credited by many of Murray’s colleagues as the visionary who provided the 
inspiration and guidance that allowed the transplantation program to move forward. 22  
 
Moore wrote an autobiography entitled A Miracle and a Privilege: Recounting a Half Century of 
Surgical Advance, published by Joseph Henry Press in 1995, as well as The Metabolic Response 
to Surgery and The Metabolic Care of the Surgical Patient which became standard textbooks in 
the field. In total, Dr. Moore wrote six books. Among other things, he was an advisor to NASA 
during the Apollo space program. In 1982, Harvard Medical School awarded him an honorary 
degree. Moore was president of the Massachusetts Health Data Consortium and a member of the 
editorial board of the New England Journal of Medicine.23 In 1954 Nanette Bartlett endowed a 

 
16 “Northwestern University Bulletin, Annual Catalog 1919 – 1920 XXI, no. 4 (1920): 482, accessed 

February 14, 2020. 
17 Bulletin of the Art Institute of Chicago (1907 – 1951) 38, no. 3 (Mar. 1944): 63, 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/4111899?read-now=1&seq=15#page_scan_tab_contents, accessed February 14, 2020. 
18 Nanette Bartlett, Social Security Death Index, 1935 – 2014, Ancestry.com, accessed February 14, 2020.; 

“Nanette Huston Bartlett [obit.], Chicago Tribune May 13, 1975.  
19 “Laura Bartlett Sets June 24 for Marriage,” Chicago Tribune, April 6, 1935. 
20 “Moore” [obit.], The Boston Globe, July 27, 1988;  “Francis D. Moore, MD, 1913 – 1002, Annals of 

Surgery, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1422478/, accessed February 25, 2020. 
21Ibid.   
22 Erica Goode, “Dr. Francis Moore, 88, Dies; Innovative Leader in Surgery,” New York Times, November 

29, 2001. 
23 “Dr. Francis D. Moore: at 88; pioneer in transplant surgery” [obit.], The Boston Globe, November 27, 

2001. 
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research unit at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in honor of the memory of her husband, 
Edmund B. Bartlett, called  the “Bartlett Unit.”24 
 
Edmund Bartlett lived at the house at 710 Walden Road until his death, and Nanette continued to 
live there until she died in May of 1975. During that 50+ year residency, the house was not 
modified in any significant manner. After Nanette died, the property at 710 Walden Road was 
sold to Wesley E. Bass Jr. by Northern Trust on August 1, 1975 and the transfer was recorded on 
October 2, 1975. 
 
Wesley E. Bass, Jr. August 1, 1975 – September 23, 2011 
Wesley Bass was born on August 21, 1931 in Milledgeville, Georgia. He graduated from 
Georgia Military College, University of Georgia, and received a master’s degree from 
Northwestern University. Bass worked at Chicago Title and Trust Co. in a variety of capacities, 
including treasurer, comptroller and executive vice-president. He was in charge of the Trust 
Division from 1967 – 1986. He started Retirement Planning of America and served on the board 
of directors of Venture Advisors and the Davis Funds.  
 
Bass, Jr. earned a pilot’s license at age 15 and served as a pilot in the U.S. Army Aviation Forces 
during the Korean War. He was a flight instructor at Palwaukee Airport while he was earning his 
master’s degree at Northwestern. Bass served on the board of directors for the Institute for 
Christian Living, Samaritan Center and was a member of the Central Committee of Northwestern 
University Settlement Association. He was president of the Illinois Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness for many years and worked to ensure its financial soundness, to establish legislation to 
ensure low vision testing for all children, to provide funding for eye glasses and low vision aids 
for children in need, and to create an eye tissue donation bank.25 Wesley and his wife established 
the Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness AMD Award, given to the principal 
investigator with the highest quality AMD grant proposal (AMD is Age-related Macular 
Degeneration).26 Wesley E. Bass, Jr. died in Milledgeville, Georgia on May 12, 2008 and is 
buried in Christ Church Churchyard in Winnetka.27  
 
In 1967, Wesley and Helen Bass two children: Elizabeth Bass Shands and Catherine Bass 
Perona.28 Other than her charitable work with the Illinois Society for the Prevention of 

 
24 Francis D. Moore, M.D., A Miracle and a Privilege: Recounting a Half Century of Surgical Advance 

(Washington D.C.: Joseph Henry Press, 1995). 
25 Wesley E. Bass, Jr. [obit.[, Union Recorder,  

https://obituaries.unionrecorder.com/obituary/wesley-bass-739474772, accessed February 14, 2020. 
26 Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness, Research Grants, 

http://www.eyehealthillinois.org/research-grants/, accessed February 14, 2020. 
27 Wesley E. Bass, Jr. [obit.[, Union Recorder,  

https://obituaries.unionrecorder.com/obituary/wesley-bass-739474772, accessed February 14, 2020, Wesley E. Bass 
Jr., U.S. Obituary Collection, 1930 – Current, Ancestry.com. 

28Ibid.  
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Blindness, nothing else is known about Helen Bass. The property at 710 Walden Road was sold 
on September 23, 2011 by the Helen Long Bass trust to Geoffrey and Elizabeth Vance.  
 
Geoffrey Vance and Elizabeth Haskins Robinson Vance September 23, 2011 
Elizabeth Haskins Robinson and Geoffrey Albright Vance were married on October 18, 1998 at 
the Chapel on the Hill in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, Elizabeth’s parents are Dr. and Mrs. Peter 
Robinson of Old Farms West, West Simsbury Connecticut, formerly of Winnetka.29 It appears 
that the Vances lived in Chicago and later at 516 Orchard Lane, Apartment 101, Winnetka, 
before they bought the house at 710 Walden Road. They are supporters of the Winnetka Public 
Schools Foundation, and the Howard Area Community Center.30 
 
Geoffrey is the son of Colonel and Mrs. Bradley Vance of Wilsecka, Germany.31 He is an 
attorney and a partner at Perkins Coie, a where he a partner and firmwide chair of the E-
Discovery Services & Strategy practice. He is also managing partner of the firm’s Shanghai 
office and on the firm’s Asia management team. Vance is a military veteran whose service in the 
United States Navy included serving in the first Gulf War. He is on the Chicago-chapter board of 
directors of Autism Speaks, the membership committee of the Economic Club of Chicago and 
former president and board of directors of Chicago Volunteer Legal Services Foundation.32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
29 “Elizabeth Haskins Robinson and Geoffrey Albright Vance,” Weddings, Wilmette Life, June 18, 1998, p. 

160. 
30 Winnetka Public Schools Foundation, Annual Report 2011 – 2012, 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54c90f53e4b0c1a444140b2e/t/55393e65e4b0a710f69ed2ff/1429814885538/an
nualrep12.pdf, “Howard Area Community Center 50th Anniversary, https://howardarea.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/04/FINAL-Annual-Report-2016-non-mailer-format.pdf, accessed February 25, 2020. 

31 Weddings, Wilmette Life, June 18, 1998, p. 160. 
32 “Geoffrey A. Vance,” Perkins Coie, https://www.perkinscoie.com/en/professionals/geoffrey-a-

vance.html, accessed February 25, 2020. 
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Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 
 

All of the building permits for the residence that were found at the Village of Winnetka are listed 
in the table below. Copies of the original permits are attached in the Appendix.  
 
 
 
PERMIT HISTORY 
 
DATE OWNER ACTION ARCHITECT and 

BUILDER 
12/6/1923 Edmund B. Bartlett Construct frame and 

brick residence 
Russell S. Walcott; 
A.C. Atherton 

4/25/1933 Edmund B. Bartlett Build one story two-
car garage 

Walcott & Work; 
Carl O. Edison 

6/2/1936 Edmund B. Bartlett Add bay window Chester E. Walcott; 
Ed. A. Anderson, Co. 

8/7/1980 Wesley E. and Helen 
L. Bass, Jr.  

Addition Weber & Weber; 
Wesley E. Bass, Jr. 

10/9/2001 Wesley E. and Helen 
L. Bass, Jr.  

Build conservatory Affordable Sunrooms 

8/9/2002 Wesley E. Bass, Jr.  Add underground 
sprinklers 

Advanced 
Underground 
Sprinklers 

7/1/2003 Wesley E. Bass, Jr.  Replace front 
walkway 

Don Hammond 
Construction 

3/7/2012 Geoffrey and 
Elizabeth Vance 

Remodel Basement Healy M. Rice; 
Piotrowski Builders 

10/2 4/2012 Geoffrey and 
Elizabeth Vance 

Install Interior Drain 
Tile, sump pump, 
wall liner 

David Prange: 
Perma-Seal Basement 
Systems 
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The parcel upon which the Edmund B. Bartlett House, built in 1923, was constructed is a flat lot 
that measures 90.05 ‘ along Walden Road, 46.2’ on the north, 50’ on the west and 262.88’ on the 
south.33 The house is located at the north end of the property, although before the garage was 
added in 1933 it was centered. The house faces Walden Road, with walls parallel to the north, 
west and south lot lines. The south lot line measures 47.35’ and the north lot line measures 
82.83’ from Walden Road. The garage is 20’ from the north lot line.   

The original permit application for 710 Walden was dated on December 6, 1923 for a brick 
veneer and frame house that was to be 56’7” wide by 48’2” deep by 24’ high. Designed by 
Russell S. Walcott and built by A. C. Atherton, it was for a 7-room house constructed at a cost of 
$18,000. The builder, S. C. Atherton, signed the permit for the owner Edmund B. Bartlett. 

Exterior:  

The Bartlett house has an irregular footprint but is generally “L” shaped and stands 2-1/2 stories. 
Walls are of whitewashed common brick at the bottom and, above, stained brown clapboards that 
vary in width between narrow and wide boards. The wood-sheathed second floor flares slightly 
over the brick first floor. The roof of the main block of the house is hipped at about a 45” angle 
with a ridge line that runs north south, parallel to the front of the house. There is a slight 
overhang. The wing to the south has a gable roof. With its dark shingles, the roof and second 
floor read as a double-pitched roof. There are dormers of different sizes on each side of the roof. 
The windows are multipane double hung and are not historic. There are two brick chimneys. 
That at the front of the house has been whitewashed to match the first floor brick.  

Originally the house had no garage. In 1933 a permit was taken out for an “accessory building” 
and a two-car frame garage was added at the north end of the house at a cost of $500. It is topped 
by a pointed hipped roof and connected to the house by a hipped hyphen. At the time the garage 
was constructed Russell Walcott was partnering with Robert Work and the architect was listed as 
Walcott & Work. The builder was Carl O. Edison.34 

In 1936, at a cost of $822, a one- story brick veneer and frame bay was added at the front of the 
house. This three-sided angled bay window, which measures 3.1’ on the north side, 5.35’ on the 
east side and 3.2’ on the south side, lights the first-floor bedroom/office. It is topped by a flared 
standing seam copper roof. The architect was Chester Walcott, Russell’s older brother. The 
builder was Ed A. Anderson Co.35  

 
33 Permit #2126 for a frame and brick veneer residence, Nelson Subdivision (710 Walden). December 6, 

1923, Russell S. Walcott, architect. 
34 Permit #4056 for an “accessory bldg., 2-car front garage, 710 Walden Road, April 25, 1933.  
35 Permit #4332 for a “bay window addition to brick veneer & frame single family dwelling.” Nelson’s 

Subdivision, June 2, 1936.  
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There were two other additions to the house besides the garage and bay, but they were built 
considerably later and for a different owner, Wesley E.  Bass, Jr. In August,1980, a permit for an 
addition was taken out. Weber & Weber were listed as architects. Bass was listed as “builder” 
and “carpenter.” The cost of the addition was $5000, but there was no description of the work. 
Scott Concrete Construction was listed as Mason and Pierce Electric as electrician.36  Given the 
contractors listed, it is possible the permit was for a concrete patio and projecting section at the 
rear of the house that opens onto the patio. The architectural firm of Weber & Weber was listed 
on the permit. The second permit was for a vinyl and glass and aluminum conservatory that 
replaced a stone patio on the south side of the house. It was constructed by Affordable Sunrooms 
of Lake Villa for Helen and Wesley Bass at a cost of $20,000. The conservatory, which measures 
17’wide x 22’ long x 11’ high, is accessed from through large sliding doors in the dining room.37  

The house faces Walden Road at an angle. The 2-1/2-story center section is flanked on the south 
by a perpendicular wing that extends forward of the house and on the north by the two-car 
garage with its front facing overhead door. The garage and its connection to the house are set 
back from the front plane of the house.  The house may have been placed on the lot at an angle to 
accommodate what appear to be two very old trees. 

The main section of the house is three bays wide. To the south is the front entrance; in the center 
is a small 4-light window that lights an interior bathroom, and to the north is the bay window. 
The front entrance is accessed by a path from the driveway that leads to a small rectangular stone 
patio with a knee wall to the east and one to the west of the path. The front entrance consists of a 
two-part wood door with a pointed glass panel at the top and a diamond-patterned wood panel at 
the bottom. The door has a molded wood surround and is topped by a shallow bracketed 
overhang. To the south is a historic glass lantern. The second floor has a pair of 6/6 double-hung 
windows to the south, a smaller single 6/6 double-hung window in the center and a second pair 
of 6/6 double-hung windows to the north. All are centered on the windows beneath them. There 
is a single inset dormer with a pair of windows over the south bay, which contains the front 
entrance and second floor south window.  The north wall of the main section of the house is one 
bay wide on the first floor and two on the second. The east window contains a pair of multilight 
casements. Above is a pair of 6/6 windows that replicate the north and south pairs of windows 
facing east. To the west of this pair is a single smaller 6/6 window. On the third floor is an inset 
dormer containing a pair of windows. A rectangular brick chimney projects from the ridge line at 
its north end. 

The whitewashed brick wing that runs east and west and projects forward of the house has a 
gable end that faces the front of the house. There is a rectangular whitewashed brick chimney 
with two chimney pots integral with the wall at the center of gable. To the south is a single 

 
36 Permit #78991 to “erect addition to present structure.” 710 Walden Road, August 7, 1980. 
37 No Permit #, but permit issued to “build a conservatory” at 710 Walden, Affordable Sunrooms, October 

9, 2001.  
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round-arched window with diamond leading. There is a pair of multilight casements at the east 
end of the north facing wall of the wing and a cone-shape trellis at the west end. This wing 
contains the living room. 

The garage wing to the north has a 6’ wide concrete path at its south end leading to a paneled 
door set  6.02’ behind the plane of the garage. The door has four rectangular panels at the bottom 
and two glass panels at the top. There is a hanging lantern lighting this narrow space. 

The south façade of the house consists of the south wall of the wing and of the main block of the 
house. The first floor of the wing contains a pair of large 16/8 windows, with a dormer above 
them that contains a Chicago style window with a center fixed pane flanked by two 8/8 double 
hung windows. On the first floor, the main block of the house has a large 16/8 window that 
matches the two to the east and a pair of multi-light sliding doors that open from the dining room 
into the conservatory with a diamond wood lattice between the doors. On the second floor are 
two pairs of windows. The larger pair at the east end consists of two 6/6 windows. There is a 
smaller pair of 6/6 double windows to the west.  An inset dormer with a pair of windows is 
centered on the roof. At the east end of the wing is an open concrete staircase to the basement 
surrounded by a wood railing with vertical pickets supporting a wood railing. The large 
conservatory projects to the south, with walls of glass that terminate in a semicircular end, and it 
has a ceiling composed of glass panels. There is a pair of double doors facing east. The glass 
paneled walls have muntin bars that form arches. A pinnacle tops the roof. 

The rear of the main block of the house is five bays wide. The first floor has a triple window 
with 10 lights flanking a 20-light center window in the dining room, a bay lighting the family 
room, and a small window providing light for the laundry room. There are doors to the back yard 
from the laundry room and from the garage. Sliding doors in the south wall of the family room 
open onto a concrete patio. The second floor contains five pairs of 6/6 double hung windows. 
The center pair is smaller than those that flank it. There is an inset shed roof dormer with four 
windows centered on the roof. At the north end of this section of the house is a one-story 
addition built by Weber & Weber in 1980. It is the section of the house that has a bay window 
facing west and a pair of sliding doors facing south. It contains a family room, laundry room and 
closet and is flush with the rear of the garage. There is a small wooden shed in the back yard 
behind the garage. 

Interior 

All of the main public rooms are on the first floor. There are six. The front entrance accesses a 
square 9’2” x 9’3” foyer.  This room has a floor consisting of black marble tile squares set on the 
diagonal. Around the edge is a white marble tile band. The center tile square is also white. The 
walls have square paneled wainscot. There is a hanging light fixture in the middle of the room. 
Opposite the front door is an arched entrance to a small stair hall. There is also an arched 
entrance to the living room on the south wall. This room is two steps down and is the largest 
room in the house.  
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The 27’10” x 17’5” living room is rectangular with a fireplace centered on the east end. The 
fireplace is Federal in style with fluted pilasters supporting a slender projecting shelf with dentils 
beneath it. The hearth and surround are dark marble. East of the fireplace is an arched opening 
with three shelves in a scalloped pattern beneath which is an ornamental metal screen hiding a 
radiator; west of the fireplace is an arched window with diamond leading. The walls are paneled. 
There is oak strip flooring. A pair of eight light casement windows are located on the north wall. 
Three large 16/8 windows line the south wall. Floor-to-ceiling bookcases flank the opening to 
the dining room, which is two steps up from the living room.  

The 17’5” x 17’3” dining room is a large room with oak strip flooring. Immediately opposite the 
entrance is an opening composed of a central window with 20 square panes flanked by side 
windows with 10 square lights. Beneath is a broad sill with green Spanish tiles in a decorative 
pattern and a low paneled wall with an ornamental metal screen camouflaging a radiator. There 
are arch-topped bookshelves with four shelves in a scalloped pattern at either end of the sill. At 
the top of the shelves, under the arch, is a scallop shell design. Beneath are cabinets. The walls 
have paneled wainscot similar to that in the square front foyer. There are cabinets resting against 
the east wall of the space. Each has shelves at the top and paneled cabinets beneath. There is an 
entrance to the kitchen on the north wall. On the south wall of the dining room there are a pair of 
French doors, with 10 lights each, which lead to the conservatory. The dining room has a 
hanging fixture and sconces flanking the entrance to the living room and on the north wall 
adjacent to the kitchen entrance. 

The conservatory is a glazed 22’ x 18’4” room with multiple glass openings. There are two 
bands. The lower band contains taller windows; the upper band contains smaller windows. Each 
band has curvilinear slender muntin bars Above is a roof composed of glazed panels. Metal tie 
rods span the interior at the base of the roof. Floors are tile. There are pairs of doors facing both 
east and west. 

There is a 15’6” x 12’1” office/bedroom accessed from the front vestibule through a paneled 
door opening into a narrow hallway with a full bathroom on the east side of the hall. The bay that 
was added in 1933 is located at the east wall. There are bookshelves on the west wall with 
paneled cabinets beneath them.  The floors are quarter-sawn oak parquetry. Windows facing 
north have marble sills. The door hardware has brass knobs with concentric circles on one side, 
glass knobs on the other.38 

The service areas of the house are accessed both from the stair hall via a small vestibule and 
from the dining room. The kitchen space is long and narrow. The 9’4” x 6’1 pantry area leads to 
a 12’ x 10’4” kitchen area.  The space to the north serves as the 13’4” x 10’ breakfast area. 
Immediately west of that space is an open 14’ x 11’3” space with a bay window that served as 
the family room. The family room and the laundry room to the north and the closet comprise the 

 
38 Glass knobs, that are fairly standard in shape, are typically found on bedroom doors in houses of the 

period. 
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1980 Weber & Weber addition. The 1975 Plat of Survey shows no addition; the 2001 Plat shows 
the house with the addition.  

The recessed north door opens into a small hallway. Adjacent to it is the door to the staircase to 
the lower level. To the north is an entrance to the garage. Across from this service entrance is a 
door to a closet and an entrance to the laundry room. To the south is an opening to the 
family/breakfast area. There are also rear entrances, one in the laundry room, one in the 22’2” x 
20’4” garage.  A pair of sliding multilight doors open onto the rear patio.  

The staircase to the lower level accesses a basement that was remodeled in 2012 by architect 
Healy Rice.39 It contains a recreation room, a wet bar, a playroom and a bathroom, as well as 
storage.  

The staircase to the second floor, located just west of the foyer, is accessed through an arched 
entrance like that accessing the living room. The floor in the small space where the stairs are 
located is black marble tile, a continuation of that in the foyer. Three of the stairs, which lead to a 
square landing, are immediately opposite the arched entrance. The staircase has painted risers 
and walnut treads. It curves, turning south after the landing, leading to the second-floor hallway. 

At the top of the staircase there is a short expanse of railing that consists of simple pickets 
connecting to a slender cylindrical newel post. The staircase opens into a large hallway that 
functions as a sitting area. There is a glass ceiling fixture that may be historic. The floors consist 
of oak strip flooring, which is found throughout most of the second floor. There are four-panel 
doors accessing all the rooms and closets. 

There are four large rooms on the second floor. The master suite, entered from a hallway door is 
over the living-dining room area. It consists of a 21’8” x 17’6” master bedroom in the southwest 
corner of the house. There is a small passageway between two closets leading to a 15’ x 9’1” 
sitting room at the east end over the living room. The south-facing Chicago-style window lights 
this room. Attic storage is located at the north and east sides of this space, which has a slanted 
beadboard ceiling. The floors appear to be maple. There is a large master bathroom just north of 
the master bedroom. The two remaining large rooms are bedrooms. The northwest corner 
bedroom is 20’ x 12’1”; the northeast corner bedroom is 13’6” x12’1”. The northwest corner 
bedroom is accessed directly from the stair hall. The northeast corner bedroom is accessed from 
a short hallway off the stair hall with closets on one side and a bathroom on the other. The 
northwest and northeast bedrooms are connected through a doorway on the north side. 

There is a curving staircase to the third floor off the stair hall, located just opposite the entrance 
to the northwest bedroom. It leads to a small L-shaped hallway that accesses two bedrooms and a 

 
39 Permit not numbered but dated March 7, 2012 to “remodel basement” for Geof and Liz Vance, for a cost 

of $75,000. Piotrowski Builders were the contractors.  
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bathroom. The south bedroom is 13’9” x 11’3”; the north bedroom is 13’5’ x 9’5”. The third 
floor has carpeted floors. There is a glass light fixture in the north bedroom that may be historic.  

Historic plans dated November 11, 1923, for a house designed by Russell Walcott for Edmund 
B. Bartlett, were found in the office/bedroom of the house. They reflect some details that were 
either not built out or changed. They show a spiral staircase in the southwest corner of the living 
room leading to a balcony extending across the west side of the living room. This would explain 
why that room is two steps down from the rest of the house. They also indicate that floors in the 
foyer and the dining room were to be terrazzo. The lantern next to the front door was to be over 
the front door not next to it. The drawings show an exterior second-floor balcony that was not 
built. They don’t show any build out on the second floor over the living and dining rooms where 
the master bedroom and sitting room are now located. A bathroom was designed for the third 
floor but the drawings don’t indicate bedrooms. 

 
French Revival Architecture 

The house that Russell Walcott designed for the Bartletts is a French-inspired country house. 
Although French architecture never attained the degree of popularity that Tudor and Colonial 
Revival had on Chicago's North Shore, it was much admired and received considerable attention 
nationally. It is found in suburbs that enjoyed substantial population growth during the 1920s 
(like Winnetka) and that feature houses designed in historical revival styles. The French Revival 
(also called French Eclectic style, appeared in the 1920s and continued to be popular through the 
1930s before slowing in construction in the 1940s and disappearing in the 1950s.40 The style’s 
rise in popularity coincides with American exposure to French architecture during World War I 
(1914-1918). Like Walcott, many American soldiers had served in France, where they 
encountered first-hand exposure to French prototypes. It was natural for the increasingly worldly 
and sophisticated North Shore resident to look to tradition for comfort and respectability in their 
homes, and several of the most sophisticated residents were enamored with French architecture.  
 
Throughout the 1920s, several books were published and circulated in the United States on 
French domestic country architecture, including the 1924 French Provincial Architecture as 
shown in Various Examples of Town and Country Houses, Shops and Public Places Adaptable 
to American Conditions by Henry Oothort Milliken and Philip Lippincott Goodwin.41 Filled 
with photos and measured drawings of 16th - 19th Century French manor houses, Goodwin’s 
book lauds French design. In 1923, Philip Goodwin designed a home, said to be modeled after a 

 
40 Virginia & Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985, p. 

388. 
41 Philip Lippincott Goodwin, who served as Chairman of the Department of Architecture and Industrial 

Design at New York’s Museum of Modern Art between 1935 and 1940 is best known for his striking glass front 
1938 design, created with Edward Durrell Stone, for the building. Prior to 1930, however, he was much enamored 
with French design. 
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Norman French inn, for prominent Lake Forest residents, Mr. and Mrs. Noble Judah. 42 Magazine 
articles praising French architecture also were plentiful. France was very much in vogue in 
America between the wars. It has been noted in the book Versailles, the American Story, that the 
children of fashionable New England families were taught French at home and were frequently 
sent to complete their studies at the Sorbonne in Paris. The expatriate American community was 
glittering. “Paris was the place to be.”43 Russell Walcott was clearly enamored with this style 
when designing his own home at 1153 Pine Street in Winnetka, and he continued designing 
houses in the French style, including the Oswald Douglas House in Lake Forest (ca. 1926, 
address unknown). An item in the 1926 issue of House and Garden praised Walcott’s design for 
the Douglas House, stating “It has integrity, elegance and tradition, and it is designed for 
comfortable living.”44 
 

The French Revival architecture of the 1920s differed considerably from the more massive and 
pretentious Chateauesque style of the 1880s and 1890s.45 In their book on architectural styles, A 
Field Guide to American Houses, Virginia and Lee McAlester note that what they called “the 
French Eclectic style,” which was popular between 1915-1945, was based on precedents 
provided by many centuries of French architecture. They classify the style into three subtypes, 
the symmetrical, the asymmetrical, and the towered. The identifying features that they attribute 
as common to all three types of the style are tall, steeply pitched roofs, eaves that flare out at 
roof-wall junctures and brick, stone or stucco wall cladding, sometimes with half timbering.46 

The Bartlett House, faced in whitewashed brick with shingled walls at the second story and 
steeply-pitched flared hip roofs, meets this description. It is the asymmetrical subtype of an off-
center front entrance. Facade detailing is more informal than many houses derived from French 
architecture. It is not modeled from a grand chateau or a formal French manor house.  
 
While French architecture was not as popular for homes built on the North Shore in the 1920s or 
1930s as Georgian or Tudor Revival, it was more prolific in Winnetka than in other North Shore 
suburbs.47 There are a number of significant eclectic homes in Winnetka with exteriors that are 
predominantly inspired by French architecture, including the Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House 
(David Adler, 1937-38, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on December 4, 2017), 
and “Edgecliff” (Samuel Marx, 1930, designated a Winnetka Landmark in 1996). Other eclectic 
houses with French detailing include 901 Hill Rd (Solon Spencer Beman, Jr., 1928); the Leroy 

 
42 Mr. Judah was an attorney; his wife came from Ohio, a descendent of the family that founded the 

National Cash Register Company. 
43 Richard Pascale. Versailles, the American Story. Paris XXI: Alaindegourcuff, Editur, n.d. pp. 113-4. 
44 A French Chateau for Illinois,” House and Garden, 50, September, 1926, p. 104. This article is about the 

Oswald Douglas House in Lake Forest, designed by Russell S. Walcott. 
45 A fine North Shore example of the Chateauesque style is the Charles Gates Dawes House, 225 

Greenwood Street, Evanston, designed in 1894 by Henry Edwards Ficken. 
46 McAlester, p. 387 
47 Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House, National Register of Historic Places, December 4, 2017. 
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Kellogg House at 11 Indian Hill Road (architect unknown, 1923); the E.T. Maynard House, 969 
Hill Road (Solon Spencer Beman, Jr., 1937; and the house at 101 Thorn Tree (Edwin Hill Clark, 
1936). 
 

Architects of 710 Walden Road 
Russell Walcott 
The designer of the house located at 710 Walden Road was architect Russell S. Walcott, a 
superbly skilled and successful architect who designed many significant homes and estates 
across the North Shore in a variety of revival styles. Trained in the office of country house 
architect Howard Van Doren Shaw, Walcott’s designs are excellent interpretations of Colonial, 
Tudor, Spanish and French Revival styles – restrained, however, and without excessive 
ornamentation.  
 
Personal History: 
Russell Walcott was born on May 28, 1889 in Chicago to Chester P. Walcott of Rhode Island, 
and Martha Howe Walcott from Illinois. Chester and Martha were married on October 27, 1881. 
In 1898 they lived at 1114 Judson Avenue in Evanston, Illinois. Chester was a member of the 
plumbers supply firm Walcott & Webster, located at 15 Clinton Street in Chicago, and was 
president of the Chicago Supply association. Chester and Martha had two sons, Chester H. (born 
on February 2, 1883) and Russell. Chester P. died in 1899, the year Russell was born, at 39 years 
of age and was buried in Graceland Cemetery. At a special meeting of the Chicago Supply 
association a committee was appointed to draft resolutions expressing the regret of the 
association at the death of its president. In 1900 Martha, and her two children, Chester H. and 
Russell Walcott, were living as boarders in the Greenwood Inn on Hinman in Evanston, Illinois. 
Martha died on June 16, 1941 while visiting her son Russell in Tryon, North Carolina. 
 
As a young man, Russell Walcott was active in the Evanston Bachelors and Benedicks club and 
interested in the work of the Chicago branch of the Southern Woman’s Educational Alliance, an 
organization dedicated to creating a center where girls and women could obtain information 
about earning education and vocations.48 Russell graduated from Evanston High School in 1908, 
and attended Princeton University where he studied architecture and was a member and financial 
secretary for the University Cottage Club, Art Editor for Volume XXXVI of the Princeton Bric-
a-Brac, and the 1913 recipient of the Frederick Barnard White Prize in Architecture. He 
graduated from Princeton in 1912 and traveled through Europe, studying architecture for a year.  
 
Walcott married Eugenia M. Buffington, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E.J. Buffington of 1140 
Forest Avenue, Evanston on October 12, 1917.49 Eugenia was born in Covington, Kentucky on 

 
48 “Bachelors and Benedicks to Give Ball, Chicago Tribune, April 3, 1914; “Education League to Meet 

Tuesday,” Chicago Tribune, April 2, 1922. 
49 “Weddings,” Chicago Tribune, October 2, 1917. 
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April 16, 1890. At the time of his wedding Russell and his mother lived at 1143 Hinman Avenue 
in Evanston.50 After their wedding, Russell and Eugenia lived at 1005 Hinman Evanston before 
they both entered government service for the war effort. Russell’s WWI draft registration card, 
dated June 5, 1919, identifies him as an architect, working for Brown & Walcott. Walcott 
reported for duty at Camp Colt, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and was in training for the tank 
service. Eugenia Walcott performed clerical work in the navy department.51 Walcott left 
Hoboken, New Jersey on October 27, 1918 and sailed to Southampton, England, whereupon he 
embarked for Bordeaux, returning to the United States on May 12, 1919. He served as a sergeant, 
Company A, 335th Battalion, Tank Corps, A.E.F., from 1918 – 1919.52 The Walcotts had two 
children, Betty Ann Walcott and John Walcott.  
 
In 1920 the Walcotts lived at 1324 Asbury Avenue, in Evanston, and in 1924 they were living at 
1153 Pine Street in Winnetka. Russell’s passport application in August of 1924 lists travel with 
his wife through England, France and Belgium and other countries in Europe. After they sold the 
property at 1153 Pine Street, they moved to a fourteen-acre farm and estate in Barrington, 
Illinois, at 160 Sutton Road, the southeast corner of Donlea and Sutton roads. The residence was 
the original Donlea farmhouse, built ca. 1855 – 1860.53 While in Barrington, Walcott, along with 
seven other men founded and served on the board of the First Federal Savings and Loan of 
Barrington, Illinois.  The bank opened in March, 1934. Walcott’s successful architectural 
practice and his financial ventures allowed him and Eugenia to sell their farm in Barrington in 
1937, and move to Tryon, North Carolina.54 The 1940 Federal Census lists Russell and Eugenia 
living at “Warrior Drive off of Highway #176” with two children, Betty, aged 9 and John, aged 
4. Betty (or Betsy) Ann Walcott was born on November 24 or 26, 1930 in Barrington, Illinois 
and married John Coke Taster on April 14, 1956. She died on February 1, 2004. Betty’s brother 
John Walcott died in North Carolina on June 7, 1957.  
 
Professional Career: 
After graduating from Princeton and studying architecture in Europe for a year, Walcott began 
his career working as an architectural draftsman for noted architect Howard Van Doren Shaw for 
two years and architect Henry C. Dangler for one year.55 In 1916 Walcott was working with his 
older brother Chester Walcott (1883-1947) who also studied architecture and graduated from 
Princeton in 1903 and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, and Arthur G. Brown, in the firm of 
Brown & Walcott at 19 S. LaSalle Street.56 

 
50 “News of Chicago Society,” Chicago Tribune, October 7, 1917. 
51 “The Walcotts Both Aid U.S.” Chicago Tribune, August 22, 1918. 
52 “Russell S. Walcott,” Who’s Who in Chicago, 1931. 
53 Barrington Hills Bus Tour manuscript, 1988. A 1939 Riding Club of Barrington Hills trail map shows the 

property listed in the name of Russell Walcott. Email from Barbara Benson to Susan Benjamin, February 10, 2020. 
54 “Walcott Sells Barrington Estate; Price is $40,000.00”, Chicago Tribune, December 12, 1937. 
55 Russell Walcott, 1921 application for membership to the American Institute of Architects. Sponsors for 

his application included Alfred Hoyt Granger, Dwight H. Perkins and Edwin H. Clark. 
56 Princeton Alumni Weekly XVIII, no. 8 (1917): 194. 
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After his service in the war, Russell partnered with his brother Chester from 1919 to 1920, then 
Russell was a member of the firm of Clark & Walcott from 1920 – 22 with noted architect Edwin 
Hill Clark at 8 E. Huron Street in Chicago.57 Sometime between 1920 and 1923 Walcott 
designed his own French Revival home at 1153 Pine Street in Winnetka. In 1922 Russell left 
Clark & Walcott to work as a sole practitioner. In 1923, he had moved across the street to 11 E. 
Huron Street, while his brother Chester remained at 8 E. Huron Street.58  Not long after that 
Russell had an office in the Wrigley Building at 410 N. Michigan Avenue.59 In 1928, Russell 
formed a partnership with Robert Work in the firm of Walcott & Work. Work, who had worked 
with Howard Van Doren Shaw and Henry Corwith Dangler, had been David Adler’s partner 
from 1918 to 1928. Walcott and Work’s office was located at 75 E. Wacker Drive in Chicago 60 
and in 1936, Russell’s office was in the same location. After he left Walcott & Work, Russell 
Walcott practiced on his own again until he moved to North Carolina, where he continued to 
practice and  occasionally worked with architect Shannon Meriwether in North Carolina from 
1939 – 1942.  
 
In 1927, Russell served as one of four architects appointed by the Chicago chapter of the 
Architectural Sketch Club (along with Edward H. Clark, Howard L. Cheney, and Frederick 
Hodgdon), the president of the Chicago chapter of the American Institute of Architects, the 
president of the Illinois Society of Architects, and the president of the Architectural Sketch Club, 
to award Raymond M. Hood and John M. Howells the Chicago chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects’ Gold Medal of Honor for their design and execution of the Tribune Tower.61  
Walcott was active in the AIA, Chicago chapter, and was named as an alternate for the 
convention in Washington D.C. in 1926.62 
 
Walcott designed many large homes and estates in Winnetka and across the North Shore. In 
addition to 710 Walden Road and his own home at 1153 Pine Street, some other Winnetka 
houses attributed to Walcott are the Dwight Green House at 329 Chestnut (1922), 1050 Starr 
(1923), 1095 Pine Street (1923), the William B. Moulton House, 1161 Pine Street, French 
Provincial (1923), the Gary Sutcliffe House, 614 Pine Lane (1923), the John E. Miller, Jr. House, 
700 Rosewood (1925), the Vernon Welsh House, 1180 Westmoor (1928), the Mellen C. Martin 

 
57 Walter T. Stockton, a former employee of Clark & Walcott, noted that Russell was not heavily involved 

in the firm’s work. “Interview with Walter T. Stockton,” interviewed by Betty J. Blum, Chicago Architects Oral 
History Project, The Art Institute of Chicago, https://digital-
libraries.artic.edu/digital/collection/caohp/id/10461/rec/2,accessed February 1, 2020. 

58 Handbook for the Architects and Builders, Illinois Society of Architects, 67. 
59 Who’s Who in Chicago: A Book of Chicagoans. Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1926. 
60 Handbook for Architects and Builders, Illinois Society of Architects, 1931 – 1932, p. 45. 
61 “Tribune Tower Architects Get Medal of Honor,” Chicago Tribune, September 14, 1927. 
62 “Name Delegates to Architects’ Meet at Capital,[sic.]” Chicago Tribune, April 18, 1926. 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 22



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 20 

House, 630 Rosewood (1924).63 Another house Walcott designed in the Indian Hill area in 
unincorporated Winnetka is the Richard S. Bull house at 43 Locust Road (French Revival, ca. 
1926).  
 
Walcott also  designed many houses along the North Shore, including several in Lake Forest: 
142 Stone Gate Road (1926, French), 200 Knollwood Circle (1920), the west wing and portions 
of the Owen Barton Jones estate at 10 W. Deerpath, the David Dangler house at 155 Mayflower 
Road (1924, Tudor Revival), 160 East Onwentsia Road, the John C. Dawson residence, the 
Donald Douglas residence at 155 N. Mayflower (Tudor Revival, 1924), the Charles F. Glore 
residence at 301 N. Sheridan Road (Tudor Revival, 1925; 2004 recipient of a Lake Forest 
Preservation Foundation Preservation Award for restoration), and the Oswald Douglas House, 
(French Provincial, address unknown, featured in House & Garden, September 1926). Across the 
North Shore, he designed the Nathan Klee residence in Highland Park, a Carolina Brick Colonial 
house in Kenilworth,64 the Johnston A. Bowman House in Evanston (585 Ingleside, French 
Eclectic) and the Frank Nellis residence in Evanston.  
 
Outside of Illinois Walcott designed the Will J. Davis, Jr. residence in Crown Point, Indiana, and 
the Charles S. and Mary McGill home at 505 N. Washington in Valparaiso (listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, June 25, 2013). In North Carolina he designed the Mill 
Farm Inn, in Tryon (Colonial Revival, 1937 – 39, listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places on January 22, 2009), the Hope Washburne House, the Holt-Webster-House, the Turck 
House, the Dave Rice House, and the House of Miss Ellen Holt and Miss Elizabeth Webster 
(Honorable Mention, House Beautiful Thirteenth Annual Small House Competition House of the 
Year in 1941).65  
 
Walcott’s sketches and designs were published in prominent publications including the Chicago 
Architectural Sketch Club exhibition catalogues of 1923, 1924 and 1926, as well as magazines 
and journals including The American Architect, Architectural Record, House and Garden, House 
Beautiful, Country Life (New York) and Western Architect. In 1930 Walcott wrote an article for 
the committee on public information of the Chicago Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects entitled “Don’t Buy ‘till You Know What You’re Buying” in which he laid out 
practical concerns about how to choose a building site. The article was carried in newspapers 
across the country. 
 

 
63 Jean Guarino, The Mellen Martin House at 630 Rosewood Avenue, Winnetka, 

Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS), September 20, 2016. 
64 “Carolina Brick Colonial,” Chicago Tribune, May 23, 1947. 
65 “Mill Farm Inn,” National Register of Historic Places, January 22, 2009; “Architects in the Life of 

Tryon,” Speech by Holland Brady, AIA, May 31, 2007. 
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Photographic images of a Russell Walcott House (although it is not clear which Russell Walcott 
house these images are from, it does not appear that they are from the house at 1153 Pine Street) 
and other buildings designed by Russell Walcott may be found in the Architecture Images 
Collection in the Ball State University Libraries Digital Media Repository, Trowbridge and 
Beals Photographs Collection, Houses in the Chicago vicinity subcollection. Images of the 
Walcott House were signed by Jessie Tarbox Beals. Photographs of other houses designed by 
Walcott individually and with Walcott and Work in the collection include the following: the 
Alfred Ettlinger House (Walcott and Work, Cary, Illinois), the Johnson A. Bowman House 
(Walcott and Work, 585 Ingleside Avenue, Evanston, IL), the Brentlinger House (image from 
1934 – 36, location unknown), the C. Donald Dallas House, (Walcott and Work, 655 Sheridan 
Rd., Winnetka, IL), the Clifford Off House, (Walcott and Work, Winnetka, IL), the Max 
Friedman House (Walcott and Work, Fish Creek, Door County Wisconsin), the Owen B. Jones 
House (Walcott and Work, Lake Forest, IL), the Russell D. Kelley House (Green Bay Rd., Lake 
Forest, IL), the W.T. Bacon House (Walcott and Work, Winnetka, IL), the Lovelace House 
(Walcott and Work, location unknown), and the Lewis P. Mercer House (Walcott and Work, 
Illinois?).66   
 
The Trowbridge photographs were taken during the 1920s and 1930s of fashionable suburban 
houses in northern Illinois and Wisconsin by photographers Raymond W. Trowbridge and Jessie 
Tarbox Beals. Trowbridge (1886 – 1936) was an architect before he turned to photography in the 
early 1920s. Beals (1870 – 1942) was a teacher before she became a successful photographer. 
Her work was published in newspapers and Ladies Home Journal, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar and 
Town and Country. She is considered the first woman press photographer. Architects admired 
the way she photographed their houses and she was in high demand for architectural 
photography.  
 
Other images of Walcott’s work may be found in the Ryerson Burnham library of the Art 
Institute of Chicago Archival Image Collection. 
 
Walcott died on June 6, 1959. He was known as a highly skilled and sought after architect, and 
his work was respected and admired by his contemporaries. He left behind a sizeable and 
significant body of work. In 1928, acclaimed designer Buckminster Fuller referred to Walcott as 
“the best of residential designers in Chicago.”67 
 
Walcott & Work 
In 1933, when original owner Edmund Bartlett wanted to construct a two car garage accessory 
building to his home at 710 Walden Road, he presumably asked Russell Walcott, the original 
architect of the home. By then Walcott was working with Robert G. Work, and the firm was 

 
66 Unless otherwise indicated, the dates of the images are ca. 1923 – 1936.  
67 “Russell Smith Walcott,” Preservation, Lake Forest Preservation Foundation, Fall 2019. 
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known as Walcott & Work. He firm of Walcott & Work is listed as architects on the permit for 
the garage. 
 
Robert G. Work 
Robert G. Work was born on March 5, 1874, and passed away on October 28, 1960. He began 
his career as a student draftsman in the office of Jenney and Mundy. William Le Baron Jenney, 
who was one of the leading figures in the development of the skyscraper, established an 
architectural office in Chicago in 1868 and trained most of the most notable Chicago School 
architects: Louis Sullivan, William Holabird, Martin Roche and D. H. Burnham. In 1884, Jenney 
designed the Home Insurance Building, a steel frame building often credited as being “the major 
progenitor of the true skyscraper.”68 Between 1908 and 1917,  he worked in the office of Howard 
Van Doren Shaw, who is regarded as “Chicago’s leading domestic architect at the turn of the 
century.”69 In the early years, country house architect David Adler was also working for Shaw—
before he practiced with Henry Dangler beginning in 1913. When Dangler died in 1917, Work 
became David Alder’s partner in the firm of Adler & Work.70 In 1928, Work partnered with 
Russell Walcott in the firm of Walcott and Work but after the firm disbanded he went into 
private practice. His office concentrated on residential architecture.  
 
Chester H. Walcott 
Chester H. Walcott was born December 2, 1883 in Chicago. Following high school in Evanston, 
he graduated from Princeton University in 1903 with a B. S. in Architecture and during the 
following three years continued his studies in Italy and in the Ataliers of the Ecole des Beaux 
Arts in Paris. On June 27, 1912 he married Julie Cummings of Winnetka.  
 
After returning to Chicago in 1911 Chester Walcott entered into partnership with Arthur Brown, 
forming the firm of Brown & Walcott. From 1916-1919 he practiced under his own name. He 
worked with his brother Russell from 1919-20.  Between 1920 -1924 he partnered with Edwin 
Hill Clark. From 1924 until his death October 22, 1947, when he was living at 770 Sheridan 
Road in Lake Forest, he again practiced under his own name.  
 
Chester Walcott specialized in residences, churches and clubs. Among his most prominent works 
were St. Chrysostom’s Church and Parish House in Chicago, the Y.M.C.A. building in Evanston 
and buildings at the Lake Forest Academy.  In Winnetka, Clark & Walcott built the Henry T. 
Stanton House at 698 Blackthorn Lane and the Vernon Welsh House at 1180 Westmore 

 
68 Carl Condit. The Chicago School of Architecture: A History of Commercial and Public Building in the 

Chicago Area, 1875-1925.  Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press.  
Mark Alan Hewitt. The Architect and the Country House, 1890-1940. New Haven and London: Yale University 
Press, 1990. 

70 Adler wasn’t licensed and needed a partner to sign drawings. When he was grandfathered in and received 
a license in 1928, David Adler practiced alone and Work went into partnership with Russell Walcott. 
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(formerly Fig Street), though Russell Walcott was the designer. When the Evanston Art 
Commission picked its four finest 1929 buildings, the Y. M. C.A. was selected as one of them. In 
1926, when he was written up in Who’s Who in Chicago, he lived in Winnetka and officed at 108 
S. LaSalle Street in Chicago. Chester Walcott was the architect of record for the bay window 
addition to 710 Walden Road. 
 
Weber and Weber 
The architectural firm listed on the permit application for the 1980 addition to the building was 
Weber and Weber. There were three generations of the Weber family who became architects. 
Peter J. Weber was a noted Chicago architect associated with the firm of architect Daniel H. 
Burnham, author of the 1909 Burnham Plan of Chicago. Weber designed a number of buildings 
in the Loop and for the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition. Weber also designed the original 
buildings at Ravinia Park in 1902. The Martin Theater is the only building in the park that 
remains standing of those designed by Peter Weber. His son Bertram Weber, graduated from 
Northwestern University and received a degree in architecture from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology.  After the death of Peter Weber in 1923, Bertram took over the practice and in 
1924 formed White & Weber.  His partner was Charles White, although Weber was the designer.  
When White died ca. 1937, the name was changed to Bertram A. Weber, Architect. Bertram’s 
son John was also an architect. Upon Bertram’s death December 19, 1989, at age 91, John 
commented that “His focus was quality architecture in a traditional sense”.71  There are two 
architectural monographs on devoted to Bertram Weber’s design work. One is “The Work of 
Bertram A. Weber, A. I. A., Architect,” Chicago, Illinois, Architecture and Design v. IV, No. 9 
(April, 1940). The second publication of Architecture and Design v. XV (September, 1951” was 
“Selection of work from the office of Bertram A. Weber, Architect.”  Both feature residential, 
school and commercial buildings.  The firm of Weber and Weber designed the addition to 710 
Walden in 1980. At that time, the partnership of Weber & Weber consisted of Bertram and his 
son John Weber. John, who was an engineer trained at Princeton, worked in his father’s firm and 
then became a partner ca. 1980. 
 
Healy M. Rice 
Healy M. Rice, P.C. was established in 1997 in Wilmette, Illinois and has provided architectural 
services to clients in the North Shore since that time. The firm was awarded preservation awards 
in Wilmette, Winnetka and Kenilworth and the best of Houzz Customer Service Award in 
2012.72 Healy Rice was the architect for the 2012 basement remodel. 
 
 
 

 
71 Kenan Heise. “Bertram Weber, Architect for 64 Years,” Chicago Tribune, December 19, 1989.  
72 Healy M. Rice, Houzz.com, https://www.houzz.com/professionals/architects-and-building-

designers/healy-m-rice-architecture-pfvwus-pf~1543574557, accessed February 26, 2020. 
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Builders of 710 Walden Road 
A.C. Atherton 
Albert C. Atherton was the builder listed on the original construction permit application of 
December 6, 1923. The company was located at 1508 Farwell Avenue Chicago.73 A.C. Atherton 
received a master’s degree in engineering from Iowa State University in 1907.74 
 
Carl O. Edison 
Edison appears on the 1933 garage permit application and the address listed is 6316 N. Artesian, 
Chicago. No additional information was found about this contractor. 
 
Ed. A. Anderson, Co. 
The Edward A. Anderson Company, which constructed the bay window addition to 710 Walden 
Road, has been in continuous operation since 1913. Located at 20 Green Bay Road in Winnetka, 
the company currently specializes in residential construction in Chicago and the North Shore.  
 
Wesley E. Bass, Jr.  
Owner Wesley E. Bass Jr. acted as builder and carpenter for the 1980 addition to the building. 
The architects for the addition were Weber and Weber of 228 N. LaSalle Street in Chicago, the 
mason was Scott Concrete Construction Inc. from Highland Park and the electrician was Pierce 
Electric from 630 W. Jackson. 
 
Affordable Sunrooms 
Affordable sunrooms was the contractor for the conservatory built on the south elevation on 710 
Walden Road. The company no longer appears to be in business. 
 
Advanced Underground Sprinklers 
Advanced Underground Sprinkler is located at 954 Marvell Lane in Highland Park. The 
company was established in 1995 by Marty Schrero and manages installations, maintenance and 
repairs for lawn sprinkler systems. https://www.advancedsprinkler.com/ 
 
Hammond & Hammond Construction 
Hammond & Hammond Construction is located at 1415 Walnut Drive in Round Lake Beach, 
Illinois. Don Hammond completed the permit application for the removal of the concrete walk 
and replacement bluestone, as well as building a pergola at the property. According to 
manta.com, the business was established in 1995, incorporated in Illinois and employs a staff of 
one person. https://www.manta.com/d/mtb6tfk/hammond-hammond-construction 
 

 
73 Rogers Park West Ridge Historical Society, Rogers Park Directory, 1919, p. 5, 

https://rpwrhs.org/w/index.php?title=Atherton,_Albert_C., accessed March 2, 2020. 
74 The Iowa Engineer 25, no. 2 (November 1924):18, accessed March 2, 2020.  
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Piotrowski Custom Builders 
Piotrowski Custom Builders is a custom home builder located at 3020 N. Lake Terrace in 
Glenview. The company was established in 2010 and employs a staff of two people. Piotrowski 
Custom Builders completed the permit application to remodel the basement at 710 Walden Road. 
https://www.manta.com/d/mt7rtd0/piotrowski-custom-builder 
 
Perma-Seal Basement Systems 
David Prange completed the permit application for installation of a drain tile, sump pump and 
wall liner at 710W Walden Road in October, 2012, on behalf of Perma-Seal Basement Systems. 
The company has provided basement waterproofing and foundation repair in the Chicago area 
and Northwest Indiana since 1979. A family owned and operated business, the founder and 
president is Roy Spencer and his wife, Laura Ann Spencer, is the Chief Operating Officer. 
Company headquarters are in Burr Ridge, IL, and production facilities are in Chicago, Elk Grove 
Village and Hammond, Indiana. https://www.permaseal.net/ 
  

Landmark Status of the Property 
The property located at 710 Walden Road is not listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, either individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was 
not identified as part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and 
1975. 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The house at 710 Walden Road has historical significance. It has had a select few owners, 
despite its almost 100-year old history. Edmund Bartlett graduated from Yale University and was 
vice president of Bartlett, Knight & Co., a prominent and successful investment firm. He later 
served as executive manager of the Illinois War Finance Committee during World War II. 
Edmund’s wife Nanette Huston Bartlett attended Northwestern University and was listed on the 
Pittsburgh Social Register. Their daughter Laura married Dr. Francis Moore, one of the most 
preeminent surgeons and organ transplant specialists in the world, and they had their wedding 
reception in the home on Walden Road. Edmund Bartlett lived in the home he and his wife built 
at 710 Walden Road in 1923 until 1953, and Nanette continued to live there until her death in 
1975. The house was not materially altered while they lived there for over fifty years. 
 
Wesley E. Bass graduated from Georgia Military College and was executive vice-president of 
Chicago Title and Trust Co. in Chicago. He started Retirement Planning of America and served 
on several boards of financial institutions. He was a pilot and flight instructor, and president of 
the Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness. Wesley and his wife Helen established the 
Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness AMD award.  
 
Geoffrey Vance is an attorney with the firm of Perkins Coie. He is managing partner of the 
firm’s Shanghai office and a member of the Asia management team. He is on the Chicago 
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chapter board of directors of Autism Speaks, the membership committee of the Economic Club 
of Chicago and former president and board of directors of Chicago Volunteer Legal Services 
Foundation.  
 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 
 

The French Revival House at 719 Walden is a handsome and original interpretation of French 
architecture. It is more informal than many French-inspired houses but is characterized by 
detailing that is unusual and appropriate to the style of the house. There are no additions that 
detract from the home’s design. 
 
Significant exterior details include the combination of handsome layered wood boards of varying 
widths stained a warm brown, a gracious front entrance design, inset dormers that don’t 
obtrusively interrupt the roof lines, multilight windows that although not historic, respect the 
scale of the house. The bay window added at the front by Chester Walcott in 1936, topped by a 
flared standing-seam copper roof, is a graceful addition that complements the house. The garage 
that was added in 1933 was designed by Walcott & Work and is set off to the side, with an inset 
side entry in the hyphen connecting the house. The garage does not detract from the style of the 
house.  
 
On the interior, there are also some handsome well—thought-out details. These include a curving 
staircase to the second floor, wainscot in the major public rooms, a period fireplace actually 
more Colonial than French in inspiration, that is in scale with the living room’s design, quarter-
sawn oak floors and built-in bookshelves and cabinets in the bedroom/office adjacent to the front 
door, a diamond leaded window in the living room balanced by an ornamental bookcase/cabinet 
on the opposite side of the fireplace, and corner ornamental display cases/cabinets in the dining 
room. The step-down living room adds variety to the plan. Much of the woodwork and hardware 
appear to be historic. 
 
The interior has been remodeled/redecorated with some unfortunate changes. Terrazzo flooring 
in entrance hall was replaced by marble. The terrazzo floor was also removed from the dining 
room. Some interior doors and hardware don’t seem to be original. The Weber and Weber 
addition does not detract from the building on the exterior but has no special design 
characteristics. The conservatory addition is large and not an elegant design like those built by 
Lord & Burnham, and is less complementary to the house than the additions made by Russell 
Walcott and his brother Chester.  
 
Although the house has not been published, it is noteworthy for its design, originally conceived 
by Russell Walcott, and for its sympathetic front additions—the garage designed by Russell and 
the bay designed by Chester. The placement of this picturesque house inspired by French 
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architecture on the surrounding spacious lot surrounded by mature trees compliments its 
architecture. 

 
Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact 

 
In order to evaluate the impact of removal of the house at 710 Walden, the stretch of Walden that 
was examined extended from Westmoor Road on the north to Blackthorn Road on the south. 
Blackthorn is a short street that dead ends just before it reaches Walden. South of Blackthorn, 
Walden has a somewhat different character. After a curve, Walden becomes a straight road and 
the houses tend to be slightly smaller and more regularly placed on their lots. 
 
The quality of the historic houses on the street tends to be very high even if the architects, 
without deeper research, tend to be presently unknown. There are few replacement houses. On 
the west side of Walden, where 710 is located, the houses tend to be large,  irregularly placed on 
their lots and situated in a landscaped setting. The Stanton House at 700 Blackthorn, designed in 
1936 by Ralph Stoetzel, has a strong design presence on the street. Located immediately next 
door to 710 Walden, it  has a stone first floor with brick and half timbering on the second floor, a 
prominent chimney and inset front entry. Because of its size, designed landscape and prominent 
presence on the lot, it is an estate house. At 698 Blackthorn is another large home estate-size 
house, built for Clarence B. Randall in ca. 1925.  With a steep hipped roof, half timbering and 
red brick quoining around the windows, it appears inspired by Norman French architecture. 
These two houses and 710 are comparable in size and design quality and compliment one 
another. To the north of 710, at 720 Walden, is a ranch house designed by James Schnur. It is the 
smallest house on this side of the street. Still, like its neighbors, the house is historical revival, 
red brick, with white clapboarding in the front facing gable roof of the garage. The house is not 
comparable in size, style or level of detail but it occupies a presence on the street. There is 
another large house located at 730 Walden. It is stucco, with little detail—a simple composition 
of geometric elements. It is a handsome Arts & Crafts House, dating from ca. 1915.  At the 
corner is a very large house, with an address of 745 Locust. It appears to be Arts & Crafts with 
alterations that include window replacement. All of the houses on the west side of Walden, 
including 710 (except for the ranch house built in 1949) are large, occupy substantial parcels of 
land and tend to be architecturally interesting; representative of styles characteristic of the 
period. 
 
The houses on the east side of Walden are somewhat smaller, generally face the street more 
directly and are on less substantial lots. At the south end they are somewhat more elaborate 
houses based on historical revival styles; at the north end there are smaller Arts & Crafts 
cottages. Two of these cottages face Walden. Once faces Westmoor Road. The house at 703 
Walden is an unusual example of Dutch Colonial Revival architecture. It has a flaring gambrel 
roof (characteristic of the style), with three windows in a broad front-facing dormer. It was the 
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home of Wilmarth Ickes, son of Harold L. Ickes, who was U. S. Secretary of the Interior from 
1933-1946. Next door, at 707 Walden, is a red brick Tudor Revival House, designed by Maher 
and McGrew for partner architect Henry J. Maher. With beautiful Tudor details including a 
paneled front door topped by a Tudor arch, an oriel window, a diamond leaded window in the 
house’s front facing gable and stone trim. Although it is smaller than 700 Blackthorn across the 
street, it is equal in quality. The house at 717 Walden is another beautiful Tudor Revival house. 
Designed by Solon S. Beman for J. L. Griffith in 1929, it has a limestone first floor and stucco 
second with half timbering and a prominent bay. Bands of steel multilight windows and round-
arched doorway, it equals 698 Walden (which also has half timbering) in design ingenuity. Both 
707 and 717 Walden have steep hipped roofs like 710 Walden. There is design continuity at this 
end of the street.  
 
The house at 725 Walden interrupts the design continuity of the neighborhood. Built in 2004, it 
is loosely derived from Colonial architecture, red brick with multipane double hung windows, 
but the roof is a small Mansard and the dormers vary in scale from other windows in the house. 
The house at 735 Walden has Colonial Revival details—including multipane double-hung 
windows with shutters and quarter round windows flanking the chimney. Its simplicity and 
stucco wall treatment, however, indicate the influence of the Arts & Crafts movement. This 
house, the house across the street at 730 Walden and the houses to the north are quite different 
from the historical revival houses to the south. They all evidence Arts and Crafts details. The 
house at 739 Walden is an Arts & Crafts cottage, with stucco walls stained glass windows and 
brackets supporting a second floor overhang. It is the smallest house on the street but comparable 
stylistically to the other houses at the north end of Walden. The cottage at 747 Walden reflects 
the same Arts & Crafts design but has better integrity, with no clapboards. The brackets and 
stained glass windows are characteristic handsome details. 
 
The houses on the south end of Walden Road, where 710 Walden is located, reflect the 
popularity of Historical Revival architecture for the design of imposing houses. They were 
typically designed by distinguished architects, and Walcott was one of them. The houses to the 
north are generally smaller, more modest in design treatment and are Arts & Crafts.  Removal of 
710 Walden would subtract from the architectural character at the south end of the street. 
 
 

Summary Opinion 
 

Although the house has some historical significance because of its association with its few 
owners, the historic importance of the house is outshone by its architectural significance. The 
street presence of 710 Walden is basically unaltered, and changes that were made were either by 
Russell Walcott or his brother Chester Walcott do not detract from the original design. The 
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addition of the 1933 garage and the 1936 bay are historic, sympathetic and complement the 
handsomely detailed front entrance and the original wall treatments.  
 
The house at 710 Walden is one of an important grouping of large handsome historical revival 
houses at the south end of Walden Road. Its removal would impact the design continuity at that 
end of the street. There also is another issue. Demolition of the house would create an open area 
that would detract from the expected residential rhythm of the architecture on the street. Even the 
house at the north end of the street with an address on Locust has a strong presence on Walden. 
The removal of 710 Walden would unfortunately negatively impact the design quality of Walden 
Lane and the rhythm the houses along the street.  
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         ATTACHMENT B. 
 

EXTERIOR PHOTOS OF 710 WALDEN ROAD 
 
 
 
  

Front façade, east elevation, looking southwest 

 

 

Front elevation, looking south 
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Bay window, front elevation, 
looking west 

Front door, looking west 

 

Close up of second floor siding 

 

Front entry 
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South side of east elevation 

 

South elevation, looking west 

 

South elevation looking north 

 

South elevation, looking west 
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West elevation, looking north 

 

View into conservatory, looking west 

 

Conservatory, south elevation, looking north 

 

View inside shed 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 42



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 40 

 
  

INTERIOR PHOTOS OF 710 WALDEN ROAD 

 
First Floor, Foyer Looking west  First Floor, Hallway toward 

bedroom/office looking north 

ATTACHMENT C. 

 

Bathroom in hallway toward 
bedroom/office, looking east 

 

Bay window in bedroom/office, 
looking east 
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Inside bedroom/office, 
looking west 

 

Bedroom/office view toward hall, looking 
southwest 

 

Inside bedroom/office looking northeast 

 

Floor in bedroom/office 
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View from stair hall into foyer, toward 
living room, looking southeast 

 

Living Room, looking east 

 

Living Room, looking northeast 

 

Living Room Close up 
Looking east  
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View from Living Room to Dining Room, looking 
west 

Living Room, looking east 

 

Living Room, looking south 

 

View from Living Room toward front hall 
Looking northwest 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 46



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 44 

  

 

Dining Room, west wall, facing west 

 

Dining Room, south wall, facing south 
into conservatory 

 

Dining Room Built-in shelf, north side of 
west wall, facing west 

 

Dining Room, west wall window, in between 
two built-in shelves 
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Dining Room, west wall 

 

Dining Room, west wall 

 

Dining Room, east wall, view toward living 
room, looking east 

 

View from Dining Room to kitchen 
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Kitchen, eating area west wall, looking west 
 

Kitchen area south wall, looking south 

 

Kitchen, eating area, west wall bay window 

 

View from kitchen toward mudroom, 
garage, looking north 
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View from kitchen area toward kitchen 
looking south 

 

Mudroom, looking west 

 

View of stairs to second floor 
from foyer, looking west  

 

Second floor landing, looking east 
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View from second floor landing to 
master bedroom, looking south 

 

Master bedroom, looking south 

 

Master bedroom, looking northwest 

 
Master bedroom sitting room, looking 
east 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 51



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 49 

 
  

 Attic storage in master bedroom sitting 
room 

 
View from master bedroom sitting room 
toward master bedroom, looking west 

 

Master bathroom, looking northwest 
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View from second floor hallway toward 
northwest bedroom, looking northwest 

 

View from second floor hallway toward 
northeast bedroom, looking north 

 

Hall from second floor hallway toward 
northeast bedroom, bathroom on right, 
looking north 

 

Northeast bedroom, looking northeast 
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View from northeast bedroom into 
northwest bedroom, looking northwest 

 
Northwest bedroom, looking west 

 

View from northeast bedroom toward 
master bedroom, looking south 

 

Northwest bedroom, looking southwest 
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Northwest bedroom, view toward second floor 
hall, looking south 

 

Stairs to third floor 

 

Third floor hallway looking east 

 

Third floor south bedroom, looking south 
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View from third floor south bedroom to closet 

 

View from third floor south bedroom to third 
floor hallway, looking northeast 

 

Third floor bathroom, looking north 

 

View from third floor hallway to third 
floor northwest bedroom 
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Third floor northeast bedroom, looking 
east 

 

Original plans for Edmund B. Bartlett, 
found in home 
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Basement, Zillow.com 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/710-
Walden-Rd-Winnetka-IL-
60093/3359941_zpid/?mmlb=g,27, accessed 
March 1, 2020 
 

 

Basement, Zillow.com 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/710-Walden-
Rd-Winnetka-IL-60093/3359941_zpid/?mmlb=g,27, 
accessed March 1, 2020 
 
 

 

Basement, Zillow.com 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/710-Walden-
Rd-Winnetka-IL-60093/3359941_zpid/?mmlb=g,27, 
accessed March 1, 2020 
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ATTACHMENT D. 
 

FLOOR PLANS 
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ATTACHMENT E. 

 
INFORMATION FOR RESIDENCES IN THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD 

ADDRESS DATE ARCHITECT 
OR BUILDER 

STYLE OWNER 

698 Blackthorn Ca. 1925 unknown French Revival, 
Norman 

H. Stanton 

700 Blackthorn 1936 Ralph Stoetzel; 
Edward A. 
Anderson Co. 

Tudor Revival Clarence B. 
Randall 

703 Walden Prior to1929 unknown Dutch Colonial 
Revival 

Wilmarth Ickes, 
son of Harold L. 
Ickes 

707 Walden 1924 Maher & 
McGrew 

Tudor Revival Henry J. Maher 

717 Walden 1929 Solon S. Beman; 
Wm. Solmen & 
Co. 

Tudor Revival J. L. Griffith 

720 Walden 1949 James C. Schnur Tudor Revival G.B. McClary 
725 Walden 2004 Culligan 

Abrams, Ltd. 
Colonial Revival 725 Walden 

Dev. Co. (Jeffrey 
& Elizabeth 
Henderson) 

730 Walden Prior to 1953 unknown Arts & Crafts Frank C. Storer 
in 1953 

735 Walden Prior to 1959 unknown Colonial Revival Goodkind in 
1959 

739 Walden Prior to 1922 Harry B. 
Millard; A.J. 
Johnson in 1922 

Arts & Crafts Harry B. Millar 
in 1922 

747 Walden Prior to 1942 unknown Arts & Crafts T. Wallach in 
1942 

745 Locust Prior to 1921 unknown Arts & Crafts George B. 
McClary in 1939 

  

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 63



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 61 

  
         ATTACHMENT F. 
 

PHOTOS OF RESIDENCES IN SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD 
 
  

 
 

698 Blackthorn Road 700 Blackthorn Road 

  

703 Walden Road  707 Walden Road 

  

717 Walden Road 720 Walden Road 
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725 Walden Road 730 Walden Road 

 
 

735 Walden Road 739 Walden Road 

  

745 Locust Street 747 Walden Road 
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         ATTACHMENT G. 
 

SELECT RESEARCH 
 
 
 

1. SANBORN AND SIDWELL MAPS 
2. COOK COUNTY RECORDER OF DEEDS DOCUMENT 
3. PLOT PLAN 
4. PLATS OF SURVEY 
5. ARTICLES 
6. PERMITS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT G 
 

1. SANBORN AND SIDWELL MAPS 
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Cook County, Illinois, 1938 
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Sidwell Map, revised Jan. 1, 1999 

PLOT PLAN 
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Cook County Recorder of Deeds Plat Book 247-A, page 193 
 

2. COOK COUNTY RECORDER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
DOCUMENT 
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Plot plan, Village of Winnetka, 710 Walden Road File 

3. PLOT PLAN 
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4. PLATS OF SURVEY 

 

PLAT OF SURVEY, 1975 
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PLAT OF SURVEY, 2001 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 72



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 70 

 
  

 
2002 Plat for underground lawn sprinklers 
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Plat of Survey, 2012 
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OWNERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

EDMUND BARTLETT, OBITUARY 
Chicago Tribune, April 15, 1953 

5. ARTICLES 

NANETTE BARTLETT, OBITUARY 
Chicago Tribune, May 13, 1975 
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 EDMUND BARTLETT, Who’s Who in Chicago, A.N. Maquis & Co., 1936 
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EDMUND BARTLETT,  World War II Draft Registration Cards, Ancestry.com 
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EDMUND BARTLETT, U.S. City Directories, Evanston, 1935, Ancestry.com 
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LAURA BARTLETT,  
Chicago Tribune, April 6, 1935 
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DR. FRANCIS MOORE, OBITUARY 
The Boston Globe, November 27, 2001 
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WESLEY E. BASS, JR., OBITUARY 
Union Recorder,  
https://obituaries.unionrecorder.com/obituary/wesley-bass-
739474772, accessed February 14, 2020. 
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HELEN LONG BASS, JR. (photograph on right) 
Chicago Tribune, May 12, 1966 

WESLEY E BASS, JR. 
Chicago Tribune, June 18, 1964 
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ARCHITECTS 
Russell S. Walcott 
 
 
 
  

 

Country Life XLIII, no. 6 April, 1923 
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Country Life XLIII, no. 6 April, 1923 
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The American Architect, September 24, 1924 Plate 109 
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The American Architect, September 24, 1924, Plate 110 
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Eugenia Buffington Walcott 
Chicago Tribune, May 13, 1920 
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Who’s Who in Chicago, 1926 Maquis 
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Who’s Who in Chicago, 1931 Maquis 
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Who’s Who in Chicago, 1936 
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 Russell S. Walcott, “Don’t Buy ‘Till You Know What You’re 

Buying, Chicago Tribune, November 16, 1930. 
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CHESTER WALCOTT 
 
 
  

 

Chicago Tribune June 28, 1912 
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Chicago Tribune, January 20, 1955 

LPC - 710 Walden HAIS - Page 100



Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 710 Walden Road 
 

 98 

 
  

 

Chicago Tribune, February 13, 1927 
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Chester Walcott [obit.]  
Chicago Tribune, October 28, 1947 
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Chicago Tribune, August 3, 1924 
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ROBERT WORK 
  

 
Chicago Tribune, November 19, 1921 
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6. PERMITS 

December 6, 1923 Original construction permit application 
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April 25, 1933 Permit application to build two-car garage 
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Drawing that accompanied 1933 permit application to build two-car garage 
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June 2, 1936 permit application to build bay window 
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August 7, 1980 Permit Application to build addition 
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October 9, 2001 permit application to build a conservatory 
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June 30, 2003 permit application to build a walkway and pergola 
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 March 7, 2012 permit application to remodel basement 
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October 24, 2012 permit application to install drain tile, sump pump, wall liner 
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  March 16, 2020 
 

P.O. Box 365 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 t 847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   whsinfo@winnetkahistory.org 
  

 
Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois  60093 
 

 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I have reviewed the HAIS for 720 Walden Road in its entirety and find it to be complete.  I am in 
agreement that the historic importance of the house lies in its architectural significance. The street 
presence of 710 Walden is basically unaltered, and changes that were made do not detract from the 
original design.  This house is part of an important grouping of historical revival houses and its removal 
would unfortunately negatively impact the design quality of Walden Road and the rhythm of the 
houses on the street. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mary Trieschmann 
Executive Director 
 

 

ATTACHMENT B
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 10, 2019 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-03:  710 WALDEN ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On January 6, 2020, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to 
demolish the residence and attached garage located at 710 Walden Road. Please return any available 
information regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by 
the end of the day on Thursday, December 26, 2019. If you have any questions please feel free to send 
an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 
12-8-1923 Frame and brick veneer residence Edmund B. Bartlett Russell S. Walcott 
4-25-1933 Accessory building for 2-car garage E.B. Bartlett Walcott and Noole 
6-2-1936 Bay window addition  Edmund B. Bartlett Chester Walcott 
8-22-1980 Addition to structure Wesley E. Bass, Jr. Weber and Weber 
10-9-2001 Build a conservatory Helen and Wesley Bass Affordable Sunrooms 

 
WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY RESPONSE: 

 

 

ATTACHMENT D
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710 Walden Road – December 10, 2019 
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Photos Submitted By Applicant 
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ID Task Name Duration Start Finish

0 710 Walden Road: Preliminary Demolition & Construction Timeline 258 days Fri 12/6/19 Tue 12/1/20
1

2 1 Architectural Administration 1 day Fri 12/6/19 Fri 12/6/19

3 1.1 Submit Demolition Application 1 day Fri 12/6/19 Fri 12/6/19

4 2 Village Administration 21 days Mon 12/9/19 Mon 1/6/20

5 2.1 Village Staff Demolition Application Review 21 days Mon 12/9/19 Mon 1/6/20

6 2.2 Landmark Preservation Commission Review & Approval for Demolition 1 day Mon 1/6/20 Mon 1/6/20

7 3 Construction 175 days Wed 4/1/20 Tue 12/1/20

8 3.1 Deconstruction & Demolition 43 days Wed 4/1/20 Fri 5/29/20

9 3.2 Construction 132 days Mon 6/1/20 Tue 12/1/20

710 Walden Road: Preliminary Demolition & Construction Timeline

Page 1
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MAY 22, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-06-LPC: 248 LINDEN STREET – HISTORICAL AND 
ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY  

 
INTRODUCTION 

On June 1, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will conduct a virtual public meeting, in 
accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Stay-at-Home Executive Order, 
to consider the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) of the property at 248 Linden Street (the 
“Subject Property”) prepared by Jean Guarino at the request of Northworks Architects (the “Applicant”), 
as a representative of Scott Kemper (the “Owner”). The Owner of the Subject Property plans to 
demolish the existing house and construct a new single-family home on the Subject Property. 
 
A mailed notice was sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of the 
Village Code.  The meeting was also noticed in the Winnetka Talk on May 14, 2020. As of the date of this 
memo, staff has not received any written comments from the public regarding this application. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.53 acres in size, is located on the west side of Linden 
Street between Mount Pleasant Street and Sunset Road, and contains a single-family residence with a 
detached garage. The property is zoned R-3 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-3 Single-
Family Residential.  
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

At the March 2, 2020 LPC meeting, by a vote of 6-0, the LPC required the applicant to submit a Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS).  The LPC found the property has sufficient architectural and historical 
merit to warrant an HAIS prior to the issuance of the demolition permit based on the fact the home was 
designed by William Aitken, a prominent architect of the early twentieth century on the North Shore.  
 
It is the duty of the LPC to determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether the proposed 
demolition will result either in the loss of a building or structure that is of historic or architectural 
significance or in the significant alteration of the architectural character of the immediate 
neighborhood.    
 
The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has reviewed and commented on the HAIS, the comments are 
included in this report as Attachment B.       
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In accordance with Section 15.52.060 of the Village Code, the Commission is to enter findings on the 
following issues: 

a. whether the HAIS is complete; 

b. whether the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural or historical 
impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and 

c. whether demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives to total demolition.   
 

In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

a. the HAIS (Attachment A);  

b. the preliminary property history study (Attachment D); 

c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and the HAIS (Attachments 
B and D); 

d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the impact 
determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 

 
The determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the entire record. 
 
If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to 
enable the LPC to make a determination as to the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may 
direct the Applicant to complete, amend or supplement the report and may continue the impact 
determination meeting pending the Applicant’s filing of a complete application.   
 
A building or structure shall be considered to be historically or architecturally significant if the LPC 
determines that it meets one or more of the following standards: 

a. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built 
or historic associations; 

b. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure; 

c. the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 
once common in the Village; 

d. the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

e. that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted 
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 
 

If the LPC finds that the building proposed for demolition meets the standards for significance listed 
above, the LPC may order that the issuance of the permit be delayed for up to 60 days to afford an 
opportunity to find alternatives to demolition.  The delay order shall (i) identify and evaluate the 
structure’s historical or architectural significance; (ii) propose preservation alternatives and relevant 
planning considerations based on such evaluation; (iii) encourage interest in and understanding of 
preservation in the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request; and 
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(iv) encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views between the applicant and 
the owners and occupants of properties within 250 feet of the Subject Property. 
 
The delay order may include a request for a conference with the owner.  Any delay by the applicant in 
complying with such request shall be added to the delay period. The LPC shall determine its 
recommendations for saving the building and transmit them in writing to the applicant, and attempt to 
work out a mutually satisfactory solution.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

 

 

THE RALPH AND ELSIE SARGENT HOUSE AT 248 LINDEN STREET 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

1921; William Aitken, builder and architect 

 

 

 
 

HAIS PREPARED BY: 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 

Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 

844 Home Avenue 

Oak Park, IL  60304 

708.386.1142 

guarinojl@gmail.com 

 

Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on March 27, 2020. 

  

ATTACHMENT A
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Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The Ralph and Elsie Sargent House at 248 Linden Street in Winnetka does not possess historic or 

architectural significance at a local, statewide, or national level.  The historic (pre-1970) owners 

of this house were researched through a variety of sources; none of the owners were found to 

merit individual distinction.  No information was found relating the house to an historic event. 

The house is not a noteworthy example of the Colonial Revival style of architecture, and it lacks 

elements of visual interest seen on other early twentieth-century examples of this style in 

Winnetka. The Sargent House was built by William Aitken, who also identified himself as the 

architect on its original 1921 permit. Extensive research conducted for this report failed to 

uncover information to support his significance as an architect or builder in the Village of 

Winnetka, the State of Illinois, or the nation.  

 

Ownership history of the 248 Linden Street parcel  

 

The following chain of ownership information for the 248 Linden Street parcel was obtained 

from Cook County Tract Book no. 248D, pp. 299-301. 

 

Property Owner Name Period of Ownership 

Ralph and Elsie Sargent June 22, 1921 to January 30, 1933 

Cyrus and Marion Mark January 30, 1933 to October 30, 1944 

George E. Carter and wife October 30, 1944 to September 27, 1945 

Elinor W. Abbott September 27, 1945 to May 24, 1948 

John C. Hendricks and wife May 24, 1948 to December 15, 1953 

George R. and Sue Keller December 15, 1953 to April 20, 1965 

George D. Newton Jr.  April 20, 1965 to August 10, 1985 

Adolphus D. and Jeanne Frazier  August 10, 1985 to July 23, 1991 

Michael R. and Krysia Miller July 23, 1991 to June 4, 2018 

Jaime and Scott Kemper June 4, 2018 to present 

 

The historic (pre-1970) owners of this property were researched in a variety of sources, including 

the Chicago Tribune and New York Times online archives, the U.S. Census, the Winnetka 

Historical Society’s biographical files, and the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog. 

Biographical information that was found is listed below.   

 

Ralph and Elsie Sargent 

 

Ralph Sargent (1894-1961) attended New Trier Township High School and Phillips Exeter 

Academy in Exeter, New Hampshire, prior to serving in the U.S. Navy from 1917-18 during 

World War One.  He married Elsie Hodges (b. 1897) of Norfolk, Virginia, on January 20, 1919, 

two years before graduating from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with a B.S. in 

mechanical engineering. The newlywed couple purchased the parcel at 248 Linden Street on 

June 22, 1921, according to Cook County tract book records.  On August 3 of that year, 

contractor William Aitken applied for a permit to build a “two-story and basement, brick veneer 
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residence” on the parcel, at a cost of $20,000.  He specified that the house was to be 41’6” wide, 

34’6” deep, and encompass ten rooms plus a sun porch. Aiken listed himself as the owner of the 

house on the permit for unknown reasons. However, his name is not included on the chain of title 

for the property.  Aitken also listed himself as the architect, builder, and carpenter on the permit.  

Ralph and Elsie Sargent had three children while living in this house—Frederick (b. 1920), 

Ralph (b. 1922), and Jane (b. 1924)—where they resided with two servants.1 

 

Ralph Sargent worked as a construction engineer for Commonwealth Edison from 1921 to 1922, 

when he joined Sargent & Lundy, an international engineering firm founded in 1891 by his 

father, Frederick. Ralph became vice president of the firm in 1929.  His brother, Chester, also 

served as a senior member of the company.2 The Sargent & Lundy Company website provides 

this description of the company origins: 

 
Sargent & Lundy shares its history with that of the electric power industry itself. 

The industry was just emerging when engineers Frederick Sargent and Ayres 

Lundy formed an independent engineering and consulting company in 1891, 

dedicated to working with clients in the electric power business.  Individually, they 

had earned recognition for their technical talent and foresight. Sargent was one of 

Thomas Edison’s most capable early associates, while Lundy was a highly 

regarded colleague of electric railway innovator Frank Sprague. Together they 

collaborated on power generation and transmission projects that advanced the 

industry and set the company’s course.3 

 

Ralph Sargent was a member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and the 

Western Society of Engineers. He also belonged to a variety of social clubs, including the 

University, Lake Shore Athletic, City, and Knollwood Country.4  Ralph and Elsie Sargent 

and their three children lived in a luxury apartment building at 1448 Lake Shore Drive in 

1940 with a butler and a maid.5 Ralph Sargent married Laura Peffer on March, 11, 1944, 

according to a Cook County marriage license found in ancestry.com.  It is unknown 

whether Elsie Sargent died or if the couple was divorced. Ralph Sargent retired from 

Sargent & Lundy by 1951, when he moved to Mount Dora, Florida, where he resided until 

his death in 1961.6  

 

  

 
1  Albert Nelson Marquis, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity (Chicago: A.N. Marquis, 1931) 852. U.S. 

Census 1930.  
2  Chester Sargent lived in a mansion at 735 Sheridan Road from 1927 to 1952. A HAIS was submitted to the 

Village of Winnetka for this house in December 2017, following the request for a demolition permit.  
3  Sargent & Lundy company website:  http://www.sargentlundy.com/about/company-history/. 
4  Albert Nelson Marquis, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity (Chicago: A.N. Marquis, 1941) 727. 
5  U.S. Census 1940.  
6           “Ralph Sargent,” Chicago Tribune (August 26, 1961).  
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Cyrus and Miriam Mark 

 

Cyrus Mark (1900-1983) attended Yale University from 

1921-22 and the University of Iowa from 1922-23. In 

1923, Cyrus joined Clayton Mark & Co., manufacturers 

of water systems products and steel tubing, an Evanston 

firm founded in that year by his father, Clayton Mark.  

He served in various capacities at the company, 

including assistant treasurer and plant manager, until 

becoming president in 1942.  He retired from the 

company in 1963.7   

 

Cyrus Mark was always interested in birds and 

conservation.  He served as the first director of the 

Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy.  In this 

position, he managed a fund-raising campaign in 1958 

that collected $40,000 in donations from school 

children, groups and individuals for the purchase of the 

47.5-acre Volo Bog in Lake County. The land was 

deeded to the University of Illinois, which retained 

ownership until 1970, when it was taken over by the 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources.8  Cyrus Mark 

also served on the board of governors of the national 

Nature Conservancy and on the Committee of American 

Ornithologists.  

 

Cyrus Mark married Miriam Ormsby on February 13, 1930.  She had a son by a previous 

marriage, named Ormsby Annan.9 The couple did not have children of their own.  They 

purchased the house at 248 Linden Street on January 30, 1933.  Four years later, they had an 

existing detached garage on the parcel razed and built an attached two-story brick garage with 

servants’ quarters above.  After selling the house at 248 Linden Street, they later lived in Lake 

Forest and Glenview.10  Miriam Mark died in 1985 at the age of 87. 

 

George E. Carter 

 

No information was found on this property owner. 

 

 

 

 
7   Albert Nelson Marquis, Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry, Vol. 14 (St. Louis: Von Hoffmann Press, 

1965) 832. “Clayton Mark, Veteran Steel Executive, Dies,” Chicago Tribune (July 8, 1936). 
8  “About Volo Bog” in: https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/Parks/About/Pages/VoloBog.aspx 
9  “Cyrus Mark Weds Mrs. Miriam Ormsby Annan,” Chicago Tribune (Feb. 13, 1930).  
10           “Cyrus Mark,” Chicago Tribune (Feb. 10, 1983).  

Cyrus and Miriam Mark on their wedding day. 

Source: Chicago Tribune, Feb. 13, 1930.  
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Elinor W. Abbott 

 

Elinor (Whiting) Abbott (1911-1962) was one of four 

children born to Adele (Harris) and Bradford Whiting, who 

were divorced in 1923.  Her mother, Adele Harris Whiting, 

was a member of an old Chicago family and lived at 1415 

Astor Street.  Elinor married Edward Hagey in 1931 and the 

couple had two children: John and Joan.  They were 

divorced at an unknown date prior to 1942, when Elinor 

married William Rufus Abbott Jr.  The couple purchased the 

house at 248 Linden Street on September 27, 1945 under 

Elinor’s name.  They sold it three years later and moved to 

California, where they had two children: Susan and Joan. 

Elinor Abbott moved to Scottsdale, Arizona in 1962, after 

she and her husband became estranged.  She died in July of 

that year when a propeller plane piloted by her companion, 

Robert P. Forbes, crashed in Idaho.11   

 

John C. Hendricks 

 

John C. Hendricks (1900-1968) and his wife Jane lived in the house at 248 Linden Street from 

1948 to 1953.  The couple had three sons: Jack, Arthur, and Richard.  Hendricks worked as a 

sales manager for the Continental Can Company in the paper carton division prior to his 

retirement in 1964.  His father, Jack Hendricks, was manager of the Cincinnati Reds and the St. 

Louis Cardinals baseball teams in the 1920s.12  

 

George R. and Sue Keller 

 

George R. Keller (1911-1993), a Chicago native, was the son of printing executive Daniel F. and 

Mary Keller.  He attended the Latin School in Chicago and Phillips Academy, Andover, 

Massachusetts. He graduated from Yale University with a bachelor’s degree in history and 

received his law degree from the Chicago Kent College of Law. During World War II, he joined 

the U.S. Navy and attained the rank of lieutenant commander. He served in both the Atlantic and 

Pacific theaters.  Keller and his older brother managed the company their father founded, D.F. 

Keller Printing Company, until 1965, when the company merged with Sleepeck Printing Co. 

Keller continued to work at Sleepeck until his death.13  

 

George Keller married Sue Hill on June 11, 1946 at Saints Faith, Hope and Charity Church in 

Winnetka, located a block south of their home at 248 Linden Street, which they purchased 

 
11          “Edgar Hagey and Miss Elinor Whiting,” Chicago Tribune (May 3, 1931); “Mrs. Elinor Whiting Hagey will 

become Bride Today,” Chicago Tribune (March 3, 1942); “Adele Whiting Leaves Estate of 1.2 Million,” Chicago 

Tribune (October 4, 1956); “Two Arizonans Die in Idaho Plane Crash,” Arizona Daily Sun (July 26, 1962).  
12  “John C. Hendricks,” Chicago Tribune (April 22, 1968).  
13  “George R. Keller,” Chicago Tribune (December 21, 1993).  

Elinor and William R. Abbott on their wedding 

day.  Source: Chicago Tribune, March 4, 1942.  
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December 15, 1953. The couple had a daughter, Georgia, and three sons: Scott, Courtney and 

Allan.  They remained residents after selling their Linden Street house in 1965.14   

 

George D. Newton Jr. and Marja H. Newton 

 

George D. Newton, Jr. was born in Rochester, New York, and 

earned a B.A., cum laude, from Harvard University, in 1953. He 

received a Bachelor of Laws from Yale University in 1958 and 

was subsequently admitted to the Illinois and North Carolina Bar 

Associations. He served two years in the U.S. Army Counter-

Intelligence Corps in the Republic of Korea from 1954 to 1955, 

the year he married his wife Marja. The couple had four children 

and purchased the house at 248 Linden Street in 1965.  In 1974, 

they had a detached garage with greenhouse built behind the 

house and remodeled the attached garage as a family room.  

 

George Newton served as an associate and partner at the Chicago 

law firm Kirkland & Ellis between 1958 and 1985. During his 28-

year career with the firm, he worked on various cases defending 

such corporations as Firestone, General Motors and 

Westinghouse. Newton and his wife left Winnetka in 1985 when 

he was hired by RJR Nabisco in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 

to serve as deputy general counsel. Reynolds never lost a case 

during his six-year tenure with the company, which he left in 

1991 after it was sold to Kohlberg Kravis and Roberts & Co 

(KKR). Newton taught a course on complex civil litigation at Wake Forest University School of 

Law from 1991 to 2003.  In 2017, he authored a book titled, My Life Inside Big-Case Litigation: 

A Memoir.15 

 

 

  

 
14  Ibid. 
15  “George D. Newton Jr. Presented with the Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award by 

Marquis Who’s Who,” in:  https://www.24-7pressrelease.com/press-release/456149/george-d-newton-jr-presented-

with-the-albert-nelson-marquis-lifetime-achievement-award-by-marquis-whos-who 

George Newton 
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Narrative Description of the Ralph and Elsie Sargent House 

 

P.I.N.:  05-20-405-013-0000 

 

Legal Description for 248 Linden Street:   Lot 5 and the north 24 feet of Lot 6 in Block 4 of 

Dales 3rd Addition to Winnetka, Section 20, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of the Third 

Principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois.   

 

Construction Date:  1921 

 

Building permits for the Ralph and Elsie Sargent House are listed in the table below.   

 

Permit Date Owner Action Architect 

8-3-1921 Ralph Sargent Two-story and basement, brick veneer 

residence 

William Aitken 

2-23-33 Cyrus Mark Alter 2nd story of single family dwelling F.B. Schmidt 

6-21-37 Cyrus Mark Wreck a one story brick veneer accessory 

bldg. (2 car private garage) 

N/A 

6-21-37 Cyrus Mark Construct a 2 story brick and brick veneer 

garage servants quarters addition to single 

family dwelling 

Rene Paul 

Travelletti 

3-11-69 George Newton Remodel bathroom in single family 

residence 

William B. Park 

Inc. 

3-7-74 George Newton Construct 2 car detached frame garage 

and greenhouse and remodel existing 

attached garage of a single family 

residence 

Meyer Rudoff 

5-22-87 Mr. and Mrs. A.D. 

Frazier 

Remodel kitchen of a single family home De Giulio 

Kitchens 

 

 

House Description:    

The Sargent House is located at 200 block of Linden Street, between Mt. Pleasant Street and 

Sunset Road, on a parcel that measures 124 feet in width and 197 feet in depth. The house faces 

east, is set back about 90 feet from the sidewalk, and bordered on the north by a concrete 

driveway that leads a detached garage at the west periphery of the parcel.  A stone-covered 

walkway leads from the driveway to the front door.  A stone patio is situated alongside the rear 

of the house.   

 

The two-and-a-half story Colonial Revival style house has a L-shaped footprint and was built in 

two phases: 1921 (original, east-facing block) and 1937 (two-story rear wing).  Both are sheathed 

in orange brick laid in a running bond. The original house has a rectangular footprint that is 

approximately 66 feet wide and 35 feet deep.  It has a side gable roof with cornice returns and 

overhanging eaves with aluminum soffits.  A screened-in porch is situated at its south end.  The 
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rear wing is visually compatible with the original house block. It extends about 30 feet westward, 

is about 20 feet in width, and has a hip roof.  The roof covering on both sections of the house is 

slate. The house has one exterior brick chimney on its west elevation, and fenestration is 

comprised of six-over-one wood-sash windows unless otherwise noted.  Most first-floor 

windows on the main block are detailed with jack arch lintels with keystones.  The house has 

copper gutters and downspouts. The basement has awning windows, each divided into three 

panes by wood muntins.  

 

The front (east) elevation’s symmetrical main block has a centrally located wood-paneled door 

with fanlight. It is recessed within a Classical surround that features fluted pilasters and a broken 

pediment. The entrance is flanked by two windows on either side, and there are five windows on 

the second floor. First and second floor windows have wood shutters painted black. The attic 

level has three gable dormers with broken pediments, each with a single six-over-six wood-sash 

window.  The east elevation’s south wing has four tall, multi-paned windows on the first floor, 

and a row of four windows on the second floor.  

 

The south elevation of the south wing has two pairs of French doors on the first floor and a row 

of six windows on the second floor. The south elevation of the main block has a pair of windows 

on the first and second floors. The south elevation of the rear wing has a wood paneled door with 

sidelights and a large, three-sided bay window on the first floor, as well as three pairs of 

windows on the second floor. 

 

The rear (west) elevation of the south wing has four tall, multi-paned windows on the first floor, 

and a row of four windows on the second floor. The west elevation of the main block has an 

exterior brick chimney, as well as a pair of windows and two single windows on both the first 

and second floors. The west elevation of the rear wing has a single metal door on the first floor 

and a row of five windows on the second floor. 

 

The north elevation of the main block has four windows on the first floor and four eight-over-one 

wood-sash windows on the second floor. The north elevation of the rear wing has a wood 

paneled door and two one-over-one windows on the first floor, and three pairs of windows on the 

second floor.  

 

The interior of the Sargent House’s original block features a central hall plan and a total of six 

rooms:  a living room, sun porch, dining room, kitchen, breakfast room, and powder room.  The 

front hall has a staircase with wood treads and risers and spindle wood railings. The front hall 

opens onto the living room, dining room, and a passage leading to the breakfast room.  The 

living room opens onto the sun porch. There is a fireplace with marble surround and Classical 

wood mantle painted white on the west wall of the living room. The dining room opens onto the 

kitchen. A rear staircase with wood treads and risers is situated between the kitchen and 

breakfast room.  A passageway at the rear of the house has exterior doors on its north and south 

sides and a stairway to the basement, which has several unfinished rooms with concrete flooring.   

 

The second floor of the original block has a master bedroom with an adjacent sitting room, 

dressing room, and full bathroom. The master bedroom has two built-in bookcases on its east 
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wall flanking the entrance to the dressing room. This floor also includes two bedrooms on the 

north side of the house that are connected by a full bathroom.  A sitting room on the west side of 

the second-floor hall has a door opening with fanlight and sidelights. This space opens onto a 

passage to the rear wing.  The attic level of the original block is accessed via a carpeted stairway 

from the second-floor stair hall. It consists of two spaces and a full bathroom.  

 

The rear wing of the Sargent House has recreation room on the first floor, a space that comprised 

the garage from 1937 to 1974. The second floor of the rear wing features a bedroom with full 

bathroom, attached sitting room, and a passageway that leads to the original house block.  

 

Walls on both the first and second floors are mainly finished in plaster, except for the bathrooms, 

where some walls are partially covered with ceramic tile. Walls of the rear wing’s bedroom and 

adjacent sitting room are covered with knotty pine. Ceilings are finished in plaster. Hardwood 

flooring is used throughout the house, except in the kitchen, bathrooms, and first floor of the rear 

wing, which have different types of tile flooring. Wall-to-wall carpeting covers the hardwood in 

two of the bedrooms. Attic flooring is also covered with wall-to-wall carpeting. Most rooms 

throughout the house have simple, unadorned wood baseboard and ceiling molding, as well as 

equally simple wood door and window casings.  Interior doors are wood painted white. The 

dining room has a pair of French doors. The kitchen finishes and cabinets date to a 1987 

remodeling.  

 

Architectural Integrity:   

Overall, the house has very good exterior integrity, retaining its original brick cladding, front 

door with Classical surround, fenestration, and roofline with slate covering.  The two-story rear 

garage/servant wing was built in 1937 and is over fifty years of age; therefore, it is considered an 

historic portion of the house.  In 1974, the garage space in this wing was converted to a 

recreation room. This entailed a variety of changes on the first floor including:  the replacement 

of original windows on its south elevation with the current bay window and wood-paneled door 

with sidelights; the removal of garage doors on its west elevation; and the installation of a metal 

service door.  None of these changes are visible from the public right-of-way. The exterior of the 

house received aluminum soffits at an unknown date.   

 

The interior also has very good overall integrity, retaining its original plan, hardwood flooring, 

plaster wall and ceiling finishes, front and rear staircases, living room fireplace, modest 

moldings, and built-in bookshelves in the master bedroom and rear wing bedroom.  The primary 

interior changes include the conversion of the rear wing’s garage into a family room in 1974, and 

the remodeling of the kitchen in 1987. The master bathroom has been updated.  Flooring in two 

of the bedrooms and in the attic has been covered with wall-to-wall carpeting. Walls in the front 

stair hall and in the dining room have been covered with wallpaper. The interior of this house has 

been unheated for months and exists in a deteriorated condition with plaster falling off the walls 

and ceilings in many rooms on both the first and second floors.  
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Outbuilding:   

A two-car garage with a small, attached greenhouse was built in 1974 at the west periphery of 

the parcel. The garage is clad in wood siding, laid vertically, and has sliding glass doors on its 

east elevation, and a flat roof.  The glass-walled greenhouse has a single door on its east side.  

 

 

Builder William Aitken 

 

William Aitken (1878-1952) was a residential real estate developer and contractor who built the 

Sargent House at 248 Linden Street.  Aitken was born on June 10, 1878 in Scotland, the son of 

John Aitken and Agnes McPherson Aitken.  He married Scottish native Margaret Donaldson 

(1878-1917) in 1902. The couple’s oldest child, John, was born the following year in Scotland. 

The young family immigrated to the U.S. in 1903, and their next child, William Jr., was born two 

years later in Illinois. Two daughters were born shortly thereafter in Illinois: Margaret (b. 1908) 

and Jane (b. 1909).16  

 

The earliest record of William Aitken found for 

this report was the U.S. Census for 1910.  It 

shows that Aiken lived with his wife Margaret 

and four children on Cherry Street in Winnetka 

in that year. Margaret Aitken died in late 

September 1917.  Her death notice listed the 

address of the family residence as 183 Lake 

Street, Hubbard Woods, Illinois.17  Aitken 

married Florence Smith (1890-1952) of DeKalb, 

Illinois, in the year following Margaret’s death. 

He identified his wife’s name as “Florence Smith 

Aitken” on his World War I Draft Registration 

Card, dated September 12, 1918, on which he 

listed his place of employment as 1065 Gage 

Street, Hubbard Woods, Cook County, and his 

home address as 183 Lake Street in Glencoe.  A 

1923 notice in the DeKalb Chronicle of a visit by Mr. and Mrs. William Aitken to that city noted 

that the couple resided in “Hubbard Woods.”   

 

The architectural survey undertaken of Winnetka, which has documented about 60 percent of the 

Village, was reviewed as part of the research for this report. Only two buildings on the survey 

list the last name of “Aitkin” as their builder and/or architect:  the house at 500 Maple Street, 

which is a designated local landmark (William Aitken is listed as builder);  and the house at 815 

Lincoln Avenue (“Aitken” is listed as the builder and architect). The Winnetka Landmark 

Preservation Commission’s Report on the Public Hearing that considered the Landmark 

Designation Application for 500 Maple Street house, dated October 3, 1994, noted that Aitken’s 

 
16  U.S. Census for 1910. The Daily Chronicle (DeKalb, Illinois) (September 11, 1952).  
17  “Aitken,” Chicago Tribune (September 26, 1917).  

500 Maple Street, 1916, built by William Aitken, a 

designated Winnetka landmark.  
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“influence on the development of the village has not been determined, but he appears to have 

been active as a house builder in the teens and twenties. He also built the commercial building in 

Hubbard Woods at the corner of Green Bay and Gage. Since the builder is identified, but his 

importance is not known, this category was rated “1.”   

 

A 1918 real estate notice of a “Winnetka Transaction” in the Chicago Tribune identifies other 

building activities by Aitken in the Village: 

 
Record was made of the transfer by William Aitken of Glencoe to Wilhelmina C. Pitcher 

of Winnetka of five pieces of residence property in Winnetka for a total consideration of 

$39,000, subject to incumbrances aggregating $32,800. The most valuable covered the 

nine room stucco dwelling on 55x196 feet of ground, south front, in Oak Street 160 feet 

west of Maple street, for an expressed consideration of $12,000, subject to an 

incumbrance of $10,000. Another covered the property in Foxdale avenue 160 feet south 

of North avenue, lot 64x151 feet, east front, with frame dwelling, which was conveyed 

for a stated consideration of $10,000, subject to an incumbrance of $8,000.18 

 

It is likely that there are other 

Aitken-built houses in Winnetka 

that were not included in the partial 

architectural survey of the Village. 

A search of his name in the 

newspapers.com database resulted 

in several Classified advertisements 

placed in the Chicago Tribune in 

the late 1910s and 1920s for houses 

that he built, some of which were in 

Hubbard Woods. However, such 

ads don’t include street addresses, 

making it impossible to verify house locations and whether they may be extant. A typical ad 

states: “For Sale—William Aitken, Builder of Modern Homes. Have several nice homes for sale. 

Also choice vacant. Can build for cash or terms. North av. And Green Bay rd., Hubbard Woods, 

Ill.”19  A review of Aitken-placed advertisements indicate that he built large houses on expansive 

parcels that included such features as sun porches, several bathrooms, and even heated garages.   

 

At some point in the mid- to late 1920s, William Aitken moved his family to a Colonial Revival 

style house at 46 Telegraph Road in Bannockburn, which was incorporated as the Village in 

1929, as reported in a notice published in the Chicago Tribune on March 24 of that year:   

 
Residents of Bannockburn, embracing an area of two square miles adjoining Lake Forest, 

Highland Park, and Deerfield, voted at a meeting in the Bannockburn Country Club 

yesterday to incorporate the village. There were sixty-two votes cast, 46 for and 16 

against, of a total population of 140 persons. It was resolved at the meeting to keep the 

 
18  “Winnetka Transaction,” Chicago Tribune (May 16, 1918.) 
19  Chicago Tribune (August 13, 1915).  

Source: Chicago Tribune, February 24, 1924. 
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village an exclusive residential community with roadhouses and lunch stands 

prohibited.20 

 

Residential development of Bannockburn was put on 

hold during the Depression of the 1930s. During the 

1940s, however, William Aitken sold vacant tracts 

and built many speculative and custom houses on 

large parcels in Bannockburn, as evidenced by 

Classified advertisements that he placed in the 

Chicago Tribune during that decade. In several such 

ads, Aitken identified himself as “Original Developer 

of Bannockburn.”  One 1946 advertisement placed by 

Aitken states:   

 
Let us show you Bannockburn, as we are the 

original founders of the village and have a 

complete listing of all properties. We are offering 

acre parcels of improved properties ready for 

building, wooded and some with large evergreens, for far less than lots in North Shore 

villages. Here you find community spirit at its best, rapid transportation to Chicago, low 

taxes, a fine school and everything to make ideal living.21 

 

The “Village History” essay on the Village of Bannockburn website says this about Aitken: 

 
William Aitken was an architect and builder who is credited with bringing modern real 

estate development to the Village. He created a master plan covering 110 acres where he 

intended to build “country estates” for people who wanted that genteel style of living. 

Aitken was born in Scotland and used the name “Bannockburn” for his own home and in 

the names of his subdivisions. 

 

The first homes went up in 1924 and by 1929, when application was made to incorporate 

the area, there were 30 families in the community—on Meadow Lane, Robin Road, 

Aitken Drive, Telegraph Road, and in the Wilmot Road/Sunset Lane area. Early residents 

were very active in developing and shaping the community that they loved, serving as 

trustees on the village board, organizing the Bannockburn school, creating zoning 

ordinances that formed the basis of our current zoning codes, and organizing a garden 

club and numerous charitable activities.22 

It is unknown whether Aitken designed the houses that he built or if he sub-contracted architects 

to do the design work.  No information was found on Aitken’s education or whether he had any 

architectural training.  He identified himself as a “carpenter” in the 1910 U.S. Census, and as a 

“contractor and builder” on his World War I Draft Registration Card of 1918. Interestingly, the 

U.S. Census for 1930 identified Aitken’s 30-year-old son, William Jr., as an “architect” and 

 
20            “Bannockburn Residents Vote to Form Village,” Chicago Tribune (March 24, 1929).  
21  “Bannockburn,” Chicago Tribune (July 21, 1946).  
22  “Village History,” in: https://bannockburn.org/about-bannockburn/village-history/ 

House on Telegraph Road in Bannockburn built in 

1920 by William Aitken. Source:  

https://www.chicagomag.com/Radar/Deal-

Estate/December-2010/A-Lost-Decade-in-

Bannockburn/ 
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William Sr. as a “builder.”  It is likely that William Jr. was the designer of Bannockburn houses 

that his father subsequently built in the 1940s, when home building resumed after the Great 

Depression.  Aitken worked out of his house on Telegraph Road during that decade.  

 

A variety of sources were reviewed for information on Aitken and the houses he built. Aside 

from those listed above, they included the ancestry.com database; the Chicago History 

Museum’s online catalog; Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years; the book titled, 

Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased); the Avery Index to Architectural 

Periodicals; the Winnetka Historical Society’s files; the AIA Guide to Chicago; and the Chicago 

Historic Resources Survey.  No evidence was found of Aitken-built houses in the City of 

Chicago. His North Shore houses were not written about in the popular press or in professional 

journals. The only descriptive information found on Aitken was a brief 1952 obituary in The 

Daily Chronicle (DeKalb, Illinois), which stated that he was a “building contractor, having 

constructed over 30 homes in the Evanston-Glencoe area of the north shore. He was instrumental 

in founding the city and subdivision of Bannockburn in 1929.”23   

 

William Aitken and his wife Florence were killed in a car crash in Nebraska on September 10, 

1952.  He was 74 years of age and Florence was 62.  The couple is buried in Rosehill Cemetery 

in Evanston. A brief obituary in the Chicago Tribune provided information on the services and 

had only this to say about Aitken: “Mr. Aitken, a builder and real estate operator, founded 

Bannockburn, a community between Deerfield and Lake Forest.”24   

 

Internet research undertaken for this report identified two Aitken-built houses in Bannockburn.  

Interestingly, the house at 1400 Aitken Drive in Bannockburn (below) has a front hall staircase 

almost identical to the one featured in the Sargent House.  
 

 

           
House built by William Aitken at 1400 Aitken Drive, Bannockburn. 

Source: https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/1400-Aitken-Dr-Bannockburn-IL-60015/4903229_zpid/  

 

  

 
23  The Daily Chronicle (DeKalb, Illinois) (September 11, 1952).  
24  “Mr. and Mrs. William Aitken,” Chicago Tribune (September 13, 1952).  
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Landmark Status of the Property 

 

The Ralph and Elsie Sargent House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally 

designated historic district.  It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic 

Places or in a National Register Historic District.  It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures 

Survey conducted in the early 1970s.  

 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 

The house does not possess historic significance at a local, statewide, or national level. Original 

owners Ralph and Elsie Sargent and subsequent historic (pre-1970) owners of this house were 

researched through a variety of sources, including the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; 

the newspapers.com database; the book titled, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity; and the 

Winnetka Historical Society’s files. None of the owners were found to merit individual 

distinction.  No information was found relating the house to an historic event.   

 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 

The Ralph and Elsie Sargent House does not possess individual architectural significance in the 

Village of Winnetka, State of Illinois, or the nation.  This two-and-a-half story, brick-clad 

residence was designed in the Colonial Revival style, featuring such hallmarks as a symmetrical 

front facade with centrally located front door, six-over-one windows with shutters, a side gable 

roof, gable dormers, and a center hall plan.  Detailing is modest and limited to a front entrance 

with fanlight and Classical surround, keystones above first floor windows, and dormers detailed 

with broken pediments. The house lacks distinctive elements of visual interest seen on other 

early twentieth-century examples of this style in Winnetka. 

 

The Colonial Revival is an exceedingly common style in Winnetka and was used for dozens of 

houses built from the 1920s through the 1940s. The most common type of Colonial Revival 

house in Winnetka is clad in brick or wood, has a rectangular footprint, a symmetrical front 

façade with centrally located door, windows with double-hung sashes and multi-pane glazing, 

and a side-gabled or hipped roof, sometimes with dormers. High style examples may feature 

doors with fanlights and/or sidelights, porches with balustrades, Palladian windows, modillioned 

cornices, and pedimented dormers. The Sargent House is typical of the more restrained version 

of the Colonial Revival style, also seen in Winnetka, featuring medium-sized houses with modest 

detailing covered in quality materials, such as brick cladding and slate tiles for roofs. (See 

Attachment E for examples of Colonial Revival style houses in Winnetka.)   

 

The Sargent House was built by William Aitken, who also identified himself as the architect on 

its original 1921 permit.  Extensive research conducted for this report failed to uncover 

information to support Aitken’s local, statewide, or national significance as an architect or 

builder. No information was found on Aitken’s education or whether he had any architectural 

training.  Whether or not he designed the houses that he built on the North Shore is unknown; 

such houses were not written about in the popular press or in professional journals. Aitken built 

less than five known houses in Winnetka. It is likely that additional Aitken-built houses exist in 
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the Village; documentation of this would require intensive research of building permits on file at 

Village Hall. Aitken’s local significance appears to lie with the Village Bannockburn, which he 

helped to establish.  It appears that he was an important residential developer in that Village, 

where he built many custom and speculative houses. However, more intensive research would be 

required to ascertain the number of houses that he built, his role in the design process, and which 

of those are extant.  

 

Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact  

 

The houses on the 200 block of Linden Street that are listed in the “Neighborhood Character 

Table” vary in terms of architectural style, materials, and construction dates, although most are 

similar in scale, massing, and setbacks.  Ten of the twelve houses on this block face Linden 

Street, while one house faces Sunset Road, and another faces Mt. Pleasant Street.  All houses are 

2 or 2 ½ stories in height, except for the Ranch House at 285 Linden, which is one story in 

height. Six houses on the block are sheathed in brick; two are sheathed in stone (261 Linden and 

790 Mt. Pleasant); two are sheathed in wood shingle (260 and 271 Linden); one is sheathed in 

stone and wood clapboard (787 Sunset Road); and another is sheathed in stucco with decorative 

half-timbering (266 Linden).  Rooflines are generally side-gabled or hipped, and seven of the 12 

houses feature dormers.  

 

Seven of the 12 houses on this block were built between 1915 and 1949.  Of these, four were 

designed in the Colonial Revival style (787 Sunset Road and 235, 248, 279 Linden) and one was 

designed in the Tudor Revival style (266 Linden). The two houses from the 1940s include a 

Ranch House (285 Linden) and a French Country style house (790 Mt. Pleasant).  Five of the 12 

houses on his block were built in 2005 or later:  245 Linden (built 2009), 260 Linden (built 

2005), 261 Linden (built 2011), 271 Linden (built 2017), and 282 Linden (built 2007).  Together, 

they replaced three houses from the mid-1920s, one house from 1949, and another from 1952.  

The new houses feature the same scale and setbacks as the pre-1950 houses on the block, as well 

as similar historic revival styles.   

 

The Sargent House at 248 Linden Street was built in 1921 in a restrained version of the Colonial 

Revival style and displays the same materials, scale, roofline and setbacks exhibited by other 

houses on the street.  Demolition of this house could have an adverse impact on its surroundings 

if what replaces it is not sensitive to issues of scale, massing, and setbacks on the lot.   

 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 

documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 

architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects.  Clients 

include architectural firms, non-profit organizations, developers and municipalities, including the 

City of Chicago.  She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect 

(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University 

Press, 2011).  
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Attachment A 

   

Exterior Views, March 2020 

 

 
View looking west.  

 

 

 
View looking southwest. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior views, March 2020 

 

 
View looking west. 

 

 

 
Detail of Classical front door surround.  
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Attachment A 

Exterior views, March 2020 

 

 

           
                             Window detail.                 Brick detail.  

 

 

 

 
View looking northwest showing screened-in porch.  
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Attachment A 

Exterior views, March 2020 

 

 
View looking north.  

 

 

 
View looking northeast. The two-story brick garage/servants’ wing on the left was added in 1937. The 

garage was remodeled as a family room in 1974. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior views, March 2020 

 

 

 
View looking northeast.  

 

 

 

      
          South elevation door to 1937 rear wing.             Typical basement window.  
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Attachment A 

Exterior views, March 2020 

 

 

          
           West elevation door to rear wing.    View looking southeast.  

 

 

 
                View looking southwest.  

 

 

             
View of 1974 garage and attached greenhouse.            View of garage looking south.  
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Attachment B 

Interior views, March 2020 

  

           
                          Original front door.             Front staircase.  

 

 

            
     Living Room, looking toward Sun Porch.                             Sun Porch.  

 

 

            
                             Living Room.         Living Room fireplace.  
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Attachment B 

Interior views, March 2020 
 

 

              
   Front Hall, looking toward Breakfast Room.      Front Hall, looking toward Dining Room.  

 

 

              
  Dining Room, looking toward front staircase.                           Breakfast Room.  

 

 

              
       Kitchen that was remodeled in 1987.     Kitchen, looking toward front staircase. 
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Attachment B 

Interior views, March 2020 
 

 

                              
                               Breakfast Room.               Rear staircase.  

 

             
      Interior view of south elevation door.          Interior view of north elevation door with rear on 

         the left.  

 

             
  Family Room (former garage) in rear wing.      Typical awning window in basement. 
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Attachment B 

Interior views, March 2020 
 

             
                             Basement.                                Basement. 

 

 

             
Second floor hall, looking east.            Second floor bedroom in northeast corner of    

                                                                             original house block. 

 

             
Bathroom in-between bedrooms on north side of           Bedroom on northwest corner of original house  

original house block.                                                       block.  
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Attachment B 

Interior views, March 2020 
 

            
Second floor Master Bedroom, looking southeast.              Sitting Room adjacent to Master Bedroom.  

 

                    
  Dressing Room adjacent to Master Bedroom.               Master Bathroom. 

 

 

              
     Second floor stair hall, looking northwest.              Second floor sitting room adjacent to stair hall.  
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Attachment B 

Interior views, March 2020 
 

               
Bedroom in rear wing with entrance to bathroom  Sitting Room adjacent to rear wing bedroom.  

on the left.  

 

               
                     Rear wing bathroom.   Second floor stair hall showing staircase to  

       third floor.  

 

          
          Third floor looking north.             Third floor looking south.      Third floor bathroom. 
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Attachment C 

  

 

Neighborhood Character Table: 200 Block of Linden Street 

 

 

Address Architectural Style Construction 

Date 

No. of 

stories 

cladding 

787 Sunset 

Road 

 

Colonial Revival 1938 2 ½  Stone (first floor) and 

wood clapboard 

235 Linden 

 

Colonial Revival with 

Italian Renaissance style 

first floor windows 

1924 2 Brick  

245 Linden 

 

Neo-Colonial Revival with 

Italian Renaissance style 

elements 

2009 (replaced 

1925 house) 

2 ½  Brick 

248 Linden 

 

Colonial Revival 1921 2 ½  Brick 

260 Linden 

 

Neo-Colonial Revival 2005 (replaced 

1952 house) 

2 ½ Wood shingle 

261 Linden 

 

Eclectic: various stylistic 

elements 

2011 (replaced 

1924 house) 

2 ½  Stone  

266 Linden 

 

Tudor Revival 1926 2 ½  Stucco and 

decorative wood 

half-timbering 

271 Linden 

 

Neo-Craftsman 2017 (replaced 

1924 house) 

2 ½  Wood shingle 

279 Linden 

 

Colonial Revival 1915 2 ½  Brick 

282 Linden 

 

Neoclassical  2007 (replaced 

1945 house) 

2 Brick 

285 Linden 

 

Ranch house 1949 1 Brick 

790 Mt. 

Pleasant 

 

French Country 1945 2 Stone  
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Attachment D  

 

Houses on the 200 block of Linden Street 

 

         
                    787 Sunset Road, 1938                      235 Linden St., 1924 

 

         
                     245 Linden St., 2009           248 Linden St., 1921 

 

         
                    260 Linden St., 2005                      261 Linden St., 2011 

LPC - 248 Linden HAIS - Page 35



 

 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Ralph and Elsie Sargent House at 248 Linden St., Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted March 27, 2020     33 

Attachment D  

 

Houses on the 200 block of Linden Street 
 

         
                    266 Linden St., 1926                  271 Linden St., 2017 

 

         
                     279 Linden St., 1915                      282 Linden St., 2007 

 

      
                    285 Linden St., 1949                   790 Mt. Pleasant St., 1945 
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Attachment E 

 

Other Colonial Revival style houses in Winnetka 

 

               
                      765 Willow Road     470 Willow Road, 1936     

 

         
                               800 Bryant      152 DeWindt Road, 1937 

 

          
               535 Poplar Street                         1000 Sunset Road 
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The 200 block of Linden Street, as shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map for Winnetka 

(New York: Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, 1938, rev. 1950).  
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Top and bottom:  Undated photos of the Sargent House on file at the Winnetka Historical Society.  
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         Chicago Tribune, September 25, 1949.               Chicago Tribune, July 10, 1949.  
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  April 14, 2020 
 

P.O. Box 365 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 t 847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   whsinfo@winnetkahistory.org 
  

 
Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois  60093 
 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I have reviewed the HAIS for 248 Linden Street in Winnetka its entirety and find it to be complete.  I am in 
agreement that the house does not possess historic or architectural significance at a local, statewide, or national 
level.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mary Trieschmann 
Executive Director 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: FEBRUARY 6, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-06:  248 LINDEN STREET 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On March 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and detached garage located at 248 Linden Street. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Monday, February 24, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 
8-3-1921 Build two-story brick veneer 

residence 
 William Aitken   

2-23-1933 Alter second story of dwelling Cyrus Mark J.B. Schmidt 
6-21-1937 Construct garage and servants 

quarters 
Cyrus Mark Rene Paul Travelletti 

3-12-1974 Construct two-car detached garage, 
remodel attached garage, add 
greenhouse 

George Newton Meyer Rudoff 
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248 Linden – January 21-22, 2020 
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1

Christopher Marx

From: Brian Fryzel <bfryzel@nwks.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 9:06 AM
To: Christopher Marx
Cc: Keith Labutta
Subject: External: RE: 248 Linden

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Good Morning Chris, 
 
My relationship to the Owner is Architect.   
 
Keith Labuta, our Vice Principal here at Northworks, will be attending the meeting on Monday evening.   
 
Thanks. 
 
Brian 
 
BRIAN FRYZEL 
SENIOR ARCHITECT 
 

 
 
NORTHWORKS ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS, LLC 
1512 N THROOP STREET 
CHICAGO, IL 60642 
 
P. (312) 440-9850 
F. (312) 440-9851 
 
WWW.NWKS.COM 
 
This email message (including any attachments) may contain confidential or proprietary information and is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized 
review, use, disclosure or distribution of this message (including attachments) is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient(s), please notify us by reply email and 
delete the original message (including any attachments). Failure to follow any of the provisions of this email communication may be unlawful. Northworks Architects & 
Planners, LLC has no responsibility for errors that may occur in the electronic transmission of data. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 
 

From: Christopher Marx <CMarx@winnetka.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 9:02 AM 
To: Brian Fryzel <bfryzel@nwks.com> 
Subject: 248 Linden 
 
Brian, 
 
I noticed on the demolition application that the section “Applicant’s relationship to current property owner” was left 
blank. I know that it might seem obvious to those involved with the application, but would you be able to state for the 
record what your relationship is to the property owner, Scott Kemper?  Simply stating “architect,” “designer,” 
“developer,” etc. would suffice. 
 
Thanks, 
Chris 
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