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LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2020 - 7:00 PM 
 

In accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-52 and Senate Bill 
2135, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission meeting on Monday, September 21, 2020 will be held 
virtually.  The meeting will be livestreamed via the Cisco WebEx platform.  In accordance with Public Act 101-0640, 
at least one representative from the Village will be present at Village Hall, and the virtual meeting will be simulcast 
at Village Hall for members of the public who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another location.  
Pursuant to Executive Order 2020-52 issued by the Governor, the number of people who may gather at Village Hall 
for the meeting is limited due to the mandated social distancing guidelines.  Accordingly, the opportunity to view 
the virtual meeting at Village Hall is available on a “first come, first-served” basis. 
 

The public has the following two options for virtually observing and participating during this virtual Landmark 
Preservation Commission meeting, including the ability to provide testimony or comments.  Persons wishing to 
participate are strongly encouraged (but not required) to complete the Sign-In form found at 
www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin.  
 

1) Telephone (audio only). Call: 408-418-9388; when prompted enter the Meeting ID – 126 001 9471 
(Please note there is no additional password or attendee ID required.)  

2) Livestream (both audio and video feed). Download the Cisco WebEx meetings app to your smart phone, 
tablet or computer, and then join Meeting ID 126 001 9471; Event Password – LPC09212020 

 

If you wish to provide testimony or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of three ways: 
 

1) By sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; 

2) By sending a letter to Community Development Department, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road, 
Winnetka, IL  60093, or 

3) By leaving a voice mail message at the phone number 847-716-3524. All voicemail messages will be 
transcribed into a written format. 

 

All comments received by 6:00 PM the day of the meeting will be read at the meeting by staff.  Written public 
comment is limited to 200 words or less and should identify both (1) the subject of the comment being offered 
(such as property address or case number of the agenda item) and (2) the full name of the individual providing the 
comments.  In addition, you may wish to include your street address, phone number, and the name of the 
organization or agency you represent, if applicable.  
 

General comments for matters not on the agenda will be read at the end of the meeting under Public Comment. 
Comments specific to a particular agenda item will be read during the discussion of that agenda item.  
 

All emails received will be acknowledged either during or after the meeting, depending on when they are received.   
 
Persons seeking additional information concerning  any of the applications, accessing the virtual meetings, or 
requesting alternative means to provide testimony or public comment are directed to email inquiries to 
planning@winnetka.org or by calling 847-716-3587.    

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin
mailto:planning@winnetka.org
mailto:planning@winnetka.org


LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

 

510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093 

847-501-6000 • www.villageofwinnetka.org 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. 
 
2. Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 

 
3. Approval of August 3, 2020 meeting minutes. 
 
4. Case No. 20-17: 885 Private Road:   Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the 

single family residence at 885 Private Road. 
 

5. Case No. 20-18:  460 Ash Street:   Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the 
single family residence at 460 Ash Street. 

 
6. Case No. 20-19:  644 Pine Lane:   Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the 

single family residence at 644 Pine Lane. 
 

7. Case No. 20-20:  636 Garland Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of 
the single family residence at 636 Garland Avenue. 

 
8. Other Business. 

a. October 5, 2020 Meeting - Quorum check. 

 
9. Public Comment. 

 
10. Adjournment 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
 

All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter . 
 

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities, 
who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about 
the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 
60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 

 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter


 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
AUGUST 3, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                               Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Chris Enck 5 
Laura Good 6 
Beth Ann Papoutsis     7 
Paul Weaver 8 

  9 
Non-Voting Member Absent:           Jack Coladarci  10 
 11 
Members Absent:                                Katie Comstock  12 

Joseph Stuart   13 
  14 
Village Staff:                                       David Schoon, Director of Community Development  15 

Brian Norkus, Assistant Director of Community 16 
Development  17 
Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 18 

 19 
Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting.  20 
Chairperson Holland read the Oral Declaration into the record as follows: “Pursuant to recently adopted 21 
amendments to the Illinois Open Meetings Act included in Public Act 101-0640, public bodies may, in 22 
certain circumstances, hold entirely virtual meetings without a quorum physically present in one 23 
location. On March 17, 2020, President Rintz issued a Declaration of Emergency pursuant to authority 24 
granted by the Village code, the Illinois Municipal Code and the Illinois Emergency Management Agency 25 
Act to address the health threat posed by the Covid-19 pandemic. On May 29, 2020, Governor Pritzker 26 
issued a Disaster Proclamation that declared in-person attendance at public meetings of more than ten 27 
people at the regular public meeting location to be infeasible, in accordance with the Open Meetings 28 
Act, as amended by Public Act 101-0640. On June 16, 2020, President Rintz executed a written 29 
determination that given the ongoing emergency associated with the Covid-19 pandemic, in-person 30 
meetings of the Village’s Village Council are not practical or prudent at this time and until further notice. 31 
In accordance with the Governor’s Disaster Proclamation and the Village President’s Declaration of 32 
Emergency and Determination regarding meetings of the Village Council, I, as Chair of the Landmark 33 
Preservation Commission, hereby determine that in-person meetings of the Plan Commission are not 34 
practical or prudent at this time and until further notice.” 35 
  36 
Call to Order & Roll Call: 37 
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  Mr. Marx took a roll call of the 38 
Commission Members present.  39 
 40 
Approval of July 6, 2020 meeting minutes.  41 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to approve the July 6, 2020 meeting minutes or if there were 42 
any comments or corrections. A motion was made by Mr. Weaver to approve the July 6, 2020 minutes. 43 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions and referred to 141 Sheridan Road which is 44 
owned by a land trust. She asked if Mr. McDonough is the beneficiary of the land trust. Chairperson 45 
Holland again asked if there were any comments or corrections. Several Commission Members 46 
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed. 47 
AYES: Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 48 
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NAYS:  None  1 
 2 
TEARDOWNS- 3 
Case No. 20-14: 250 Ridge Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single 4 
family residence at 250 Ridge Avenue. 5 
Mr. Marx stated the application for demolition permit for 250 Ridge Avenue was submitted by Thomas 6 
Corbett on behalf of the property owner for the property which measured .21 acres in size on the west 7 
side of Ridge Avenue between Mt. Pleasant and Sunset. He stated the property is a single family 8 
residence with an attached garage and is zoned R-4 single family residential. Mr. Marx stated the 9 
property is surrounded by R-4, R-3 and R-2 single family residences as well. He informed the Commission 10 
the date of construction is inconclusive due to the Village records and the Historical Society indicates it 11 
might have been constructed in 1909. Mr. Marx noted the Village records have a permit for a stucco 12 
garage built in 1920 as well as an addition in 1937 and further alterations in 1969. He stated the 13 
Historical Society research stated the property does not have architectural or historical significance 14 
although the property is over 100 years old and has had several long-time residents, there is not any 15 
indication the property contains significant architectural details. Mr. Marx also stated there is not much 16 
information with regard to the home’s architect. He then referred the Commission to an aerial view of 17 
the home and asked if there were any questions.  18 
 19 
Chairperson Holland asked if the applicant is present. Mr. Norkus allowed the applicant, Thomas Corbett 20 
and Todd Walsh and Steve Blaz into the meeting.  Chairperson Holland asked the Commission if there 21 
were any questions.  22 
 23 
Mr. Weaver described the lot as deep and narrow with the current home close to the street. He referred 24 
to a large oak tree in the backyard and asked if they planned to save the tree. Mr. Corbett responded 25 
they planned to save the tree and the rear of the home would be far away enough to ensure the tree’s 26 
survival. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Ms. Good stated most of the 27 
homes were built in the same time period and although the home is not architecturally significant, she 28 
referred to the character of the block and asked what would be constructed. Mr. Corbett responded this 29 
is their 5th home in Winnetka and described their homes as traditional which fit into the neighborhoods. 30 
He also stated they respect the look of the homes and area and the home would conform to that. Ms. 31 
Good asked what style of home would be built. Mr. Corbett described it as a modern farmhouse with 32 
wood or hardy board exterior with masonry details. He stated it would also have a front porch and 33 
detached garage in back and would be similar to other homes in the area.  34 
 35 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Mr. Enck stated the home is under the 36 
current ownership and asked if the home was marketed for sale or if they were approached the owner. 37 
Mr. Corbett estimated the home was on the MLS for 6 months and it was not a private sale. Mr. Enck 38 
asked if it was listed on the MLS as vacant land. Mr. Corbett responded 99% of the time, properties on 39 
the MLS are listed as homes and confirmed it was listed as a home. Mr. Blaz informed the Commission it 40 
was listed both ways and several people saw the home and determined it was not economically feasible 41 
to rehab the home. He added the home has a brick foundation.  42 
 43 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Mr. Enck asked how many square feet the 44 
new home would be compared to the existing home. Mr. Corbett estimated the square footage of the 45 
existing home to be 1,600 square feet and they planned to conform to the Village’s FAR requirements 46 
which amounted to 3,400 square feet on the first two floors and 300 square feet in the attic and 400 47 
square feet for the detached garage.  48 



August 3, 2020   Page 3 

Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. No additional questions were raised at this 1 
time. She then asked for a motion to grant the application for demolition for the single family residence 2 
at 250 Ridge Avenue. Mr. Marx stated they first have to read public comments into the record. He read 3 
an email from Thomas Tubergen into the record. Mr. Schoon stated there may be members of the public 4 
who would like to comment.  5 
 6 
Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 4 if there was any comment. Michael Eagan confirmed he had no comment. 7 
Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 5 if there was any comment. Steve Scherer, 1062 Ash, stated he had 8 
comment relating to 385 Rosewood. Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 7 if there was any comment. Thomas 9 
Tubergen stated he was not able to access the meeting virtually and stated the audio is difficult to hear. 10 
Mr. Marx informed the Board Mr. Tubergen the Village Forester would respond to his comments 11 
relating to the trees and are subject to approval. Mr. Tubergen confirmed there is no iron rod at the 12 
southeast corner as indicated on the plat. Mr. Corbett stated they are required to have a licensed 13 
surveyor review the plat of subdivision and measure the property based on that subdivision and uncover 14 
any monumentation on the property. He stated they usually replace monumentation that has been 15 
removed and the rods may be difficult to find. Mr. Corbett ensured care has been taken to identify the 16 
exact dimensions, area and location of the property. He indicated it may be buried. Mr. Tubergen stated 17 
the property line and fence are not the same. Mr. Schoon asked for those questions to be addressed 18 
outside of this forum since this meeting related to the architectural significance of the property and 19 
stated they can later work with Mr. Corbett on this issue.  20 
 21 
Chairperson Holland stated the plans for the new home would be at the Village Hall and those questions 22 
can answered after the plans are submitted. She asked if there were any questions in connection with 23 
the demolition request for 250 Ridge Avenue.  24 
 25 
Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 8 if there was any comment. Connie Stas stated she would like to comment 26 
on 1180 Oakley Avenue. Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 9 if there was any comment. Peter Eck stated he 27 
would comment on 1180 Oakley Avenue.  Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 10 if there was any comment. 28 
Katie Moran stated she would comment on 1180 Oakley Avenue. Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 11 if there 29 
was any comment. Ellis Kahn stated he would comment on 385 Rosewood and commented the audio is 30 
terrible and referred to the difficulty of using the WebEx platform. Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 12 if 31 
there was any comment. Mr. Kahn confirmed that is his phone number. Mr. Norkus noted that 32 
concluded public comment.  33 
 34 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to approve the application for demolition of the single family 35 
residence at 250 Ridge Avenue. A motion was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis. A 36 
vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed. 37 
AYES: Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 38 
NAYS:  None  39 
 40 
Case No. 20-15: 385 Rosewood Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the 41 
single family residence at 385 Rosewood Avenue.  42 
Mr. Marx stated the application was submitted for 385 Rosewood to determine if the demolition would 43 
be approved or if an HAIS would be required. He identified photos of the front façade and stated the 44 
application was submitted by James Oraha for a lot which measured approximately .2 acres in size 45 
located on the east side of Rosewood between Willow Road and Ash Street. Mr. Marx stated the 46 
construction date of the property is uncertain and may be in 1920. He indicated a building permit was 47 
issued in 1923 for a two story addition and two car garage in 1951. Mr. Marx noted the property is 48 
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zoned R-5 single family residential and is surrounded by other R-5 single family residential lots. He 1 
stated the property contained a single family residence and detached garage.  2 
 3 
Mr. Marx stated the Historical Society research did not indicate the home had any architectural or 4 
historical significance. He also noted there was very little information about the property or its former 5 
residents. Mr. Marx asked if there were any questions. 6 
 7 
Chairperson Holland also asked if there were any questions. Mr. Norkus stated the applicant must first 8 
speak. He then allowed James Oraha into the meeting.  9 
 10 
Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Oraha for his plans for the property. Mr. Oraha informed the 11 
Commission he and his wife purchased the property two years ago and submitted their plans for the 12 
new home a few month ago. Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Oraha when he was told to apply for a 13 
demolition permit and Mr. Oraha responded he was told to apply at the same time to build and 14 
demolish the home.  15 
 16 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions for Mr. Oraha. Mr. Norkus noted there were two 17 
members of the public who would like to speak to this matter and asked Mr. Scherer for his comments. 18 
Mr. Scherer stated he sent an email which was included a part of the public record. He informed the 19 
Commission he was on the Commission 10 years ago and is familiar with the process. Mr. Scherer stated 20 
in response to the letter received about this meeting was that he supported the demolition and found 21 
nothing architecturally significant about the home. He indicated the home has been vacant for 3-4 years 22 
and was badly maintained prior to that. Mr. Scherer stated he hoped the Commission did not ask for a 23 
historical review of the property since the property did not merit it. He also noted when the property 24 
was first sold to the applicant, he asked if they planned to live in the home since they are listed as 25 
owners and builders on the application. Mr. Oraha confirmed he is a commercial builder and they 26 
planned to move into the home. Mr. Scherer then referred to the number of trees being removed and 27 
asked if there is a landscape plan for the trees’ replacement. Mr. Oraha responded there is a tree survey 28 
in the plans which showed they planned to remove 5-6 trees and they want to keep as many as they 29 
can. He then stated would later determine which trees will be planted after construction.  30 
 31 
Mr. Marx read Mr. Scherer’s comments from his email into the record.  He stated the next 32 
correspondence was from Mr. and Mrs. Cohn which he read into the record. Mr. Marx informed the 33 
Commission that Mr. Norkus followed up with the Cohns regarding their questions relating to tree 34 
removal and their requirements as well as storm water drainage requirements. Mr. Norkus then allowed 35 
Mr. Cohn into the meeting.  36 
 37 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions for Mr. Cohn. Mr. Cohn asked if the property 38 
measured one acre and Mr. Marx responded that is not correct and confirmed the property measured .2 39 
acres. Mr. Cohn stated the applicant would determine their landscaping plan after they move into the 40 
property. He then stated there was a big issue with water 10 years ago and a crack in the foundation of 41 
their two car garage with no evidence of surveying being done. Mr. Cohn stated a surveyor came in and 42 
the former owner, Mr. Anderson, identified the trees on the property line. He stated he asked the 43 
surveyor to put in iron pipe in the ground and he put in other posts which were later removed. Mr. Cohn 44 
stated to repair their garage foundation, it was determined that some of the trees on the lot lines were 45 
owned between them and Mr. Anderson and they were not allowed to repair the southwest corner of 46 
their garage. He then stated the box elder limbs were laid across the roofs and he went to Jim Stier and 47 
there is nothing in writing from this applicant to determine how this issue would be handled. Mr. Cohn 48 
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stated his other question related to water on the property and the 6 inch PVC pipe may not be sufficient 1 
to handle the water. He also stated the home built directly behind theirs has two storm sewer grates 2 
with sump pumps which turn on frequently. Mr. Cohn reiterated water is a big concern and the 3 
proposed plans are vague when he was required to submit specific plans. He then stated he hoped the 4 
Village would attempt to maintain the character of the smaller homes to be left intact although the 5 
home is in bad condition. Mr. Cohn then stated the stump needs to be removed to allow them to repair 6 
their cracked concrete. He then asked if there were any questions.  7 
 8 
Chairperson Holland stated the Commission is to consider the architectural and historical significance of 9 
the property and his concerns should be addressed with the Village at the time the plans for the 10 
replacement home are submitted to the Community Development Department. She stated he can meet 11 
with the Village Forester regarding the stump and water issues. Chairperson Holland informed Mr. Cohn 12 
the Village code did not allow for any property to take on water from another lot. She stated in 13 
connection with the trees, he should speak with Mr. Stier to determine what can be done.  14 
 15 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments. Mr. Norkus confirmed there were no other 16 
members of the public who wished to speak to this matter.  17 
 18 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions from the Commission. Ms. Papoutsis asked what 19 
style of home would be built and if it would sit on the lot similarly to the existing home. Mr. Oraha 20 
described it as a traditional farm home measuring 3,400 square feet. He then stated with regard to the 21 
water issues, he hired an engineer who has done 400 homes total. Mr. Aroha also stated they over 22 
engineered the project which would address all of the water issues. He added he could provide 23 
renderings of the new home to the Commission Members.  24 
 25 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Mr. Enck stated the Historical Society 26 
indicated the home did not have architectural or historical significance but discovered similar homes in 27 
the neighborhood. He stated these homes are of a disappearing type and while they value famous 28 
architects and large homes, the Historical Society brought up in the past that smaller bungalow homes 29 
on the west side of town add to neighborhood character which are being lost quickly to new 30 
construction. Mr. Enck also stated they discussed with the Village Council when they lose these smaller 31 
homes, they are making it less affordable for young families to move to Winnetka. He then stated these 32 
types of homes add value to the community and neighborhood and while he would not recommend an 33 
HAIS for this property, they should be aware going forward that this is a rapidly lost type of home in the 34 
community.  35 
 36 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments from the Commission. No additional 37 
comments were made at this time. She then asked for a motion to grant the demolition permit for 385 38 
Rosewood. A motion was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis. Chairperson Holland 39 
thanked Mr. Enck for his comments relating to this home. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously 40 
passed. 41 
AYES: Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 42 
NAYS:  None 43 
 44 
Case No. 20-16: 1180 Oakley Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the 45 
single family residence at 1180 Oakley Avenue. 46 
Mr. Marx stated the application is for a demolition permit for 1180 Oakley Avenue made by Krzysztof 47 
Marzec. He stated the property measured .3 acres and is located on the south side of Oakley. Mr. Marx 48 
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identified a photo of the front elevation of the home showing the location of the property as well as 1 
other homes on the block. He noted several people who live near the property sent correspondence or 2 
would like to speak to the demolition. Mr. Marx then stated the home is zoned R-3 residential and was 3 
built in 1921 with additional building permits issued in 1949 and 1999. He stated the Historical Society 4 
research indicates the property has architectural and historical significance and the original architects 5 
were Jacques Kocher and Benjamin Larson who designed several prominent buildings. Mr. Marx also 6 
stated the property has been home to several prominent Winnetka residents including Walter Schwab. 7 
He informed the Commission some of the designs from the other architects include Jacques Kocher who 8 
was a founding member of the Board of Directors of the Chicago Associated Architects who designed 9 
several prairie style homes on Chicago’s south side. Mr. Marx stated Benjamin Larson was also a 10 
prominent architect who designed several historic buildings in Chicago including two in the Greater 11 
Crossing landmark district.  12 
 13 
Mr. Marx stated notable residents include Walter Straub who was part of the Food Rationing Division 14 
during World War II and the Department of Agriculture’s Emergency Food Program. He also identified 15 
Edwin Kirschbraun, a former treasurer of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange as well as Frederick and 16 
Helen Strudel. Mr. Marx then asked if there were any questions for the Village staff. No questions were 17 
raised at this time.  18 
 19 
Chairperson Holland asked if the applicant is present. Mr. Norkus allowed the applicant and builder, 20 
Krzysztof Marzec and Thomas Corbett, into the meeting.  21 
 22 
Krzysztof Marzec informed the Commission he had been looking to move to Winnetka for many years 23 
and wanted to be a part of the Oakley Avenue community. He commented although the home is 24 
beautiful, it is quite old. Mr. Marzec stated several contractors reviewed the property and they 25 
determined the amount of work required to bring the home up to 2020 living standards is extreme and 26 
outside of his comfort zone in terms of potential renovation. He noted the footprint would be similar to 27 
the current home and it would be a traditional home which would fit the neighborhood.  28 
 29 
Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Marzec who looked at the home who has experience with historic 30 
restorations. Mr. Marzec responded Scott Wheeler is a renovator as opposed to a restoration. He 31 
described the work as requiring a gut rehab with a lot of unknowns and the decision was made to take 32 
the home down. Mr. Marzec confirmed he and his family would live in the home.  33 
 34 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Mr. Weaver asked what is it about 35 
Winnetka that made him want to live on that street in particular. Mr. Marzec responded he and his wife 36 
lived in Chicago over 15 years and gravitated to Winnetka. He stated it now seemed like the right time to 37 
make the move to the place they gravitated toward. Mr. Weaver asked if the home was on the market. 38 
Mr. Marzec confirmed it was listed on the MLS.  39 
 40 
Ms. Good stated the property was listed on the MLS for 8 days and sold for $12,000 more than the 41 
asking price. She asked if there was a bidding war with another party. Mr. Marzec responded there were 42 
multiple parties interested in the property. He stated he did not know if the other parties were builders.  43 
 44 
Mr. Enck stated if it was on the MLS for such a short time, he asked if it was a private sale for the 45 
realtor’s perspective and not actually available on the open market. Mr. Marzec stated his wife found 46 
the home and there was an open house that weekend. He commented the home was priced well. Mr. 47 
Enck asked if he was attracted to the prospective of tearing the home down. Mr. Marzec stated the 48 
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price and the size of the lot were determining factors. He informed the Commission he visited the 1 
property the first Saturday it was listed for sale and liked the street. Mr. Marzec stated there were no 2 
concrete plans at that time and saw the home’s potential as is or for new construction. Mr. Enck stated 3 
they hear a lot from people that they want to move to the Village due to its positive qualities and 4 
referred to the idea of them tearing down a visually significant, 100 year old home which is a piece of 5 
the community to build something new. Mr. Marzec responded the home is extremely old and the 6 
basement is damp with outdated features. He then stated the renovation cost would further surpass a 7 
new build completely with them still having an old home. Mr. Enck asked if they looked at other vacant 8 
lots in Winnetka. Mr. Marzec stated they looked at a lot on Tower Road but did not like that location. He 9 
then stated there were no other available vacant lots at that time.  10 
 11 
Ms. Good stated Mr. Marzec stated he specifically like this block on Oakley and asked him why. Mr. 12 
Marzec responded after living in the city for a while, he liked the family feel of the block with children 13 
playing along with the fact there were no typical city noises. Ms. Good stated that applied to most 14 
blocks in Winnetka and asked Mr. Marzec what visually attracted him to the block. Mr. Marzec agreed 15 
there are a lot of beautiful streets in Winnetka and the combination of the lot size and peacefulness of 16 
this street satisfied what they were looking for. Ms. Good commented it is ironic that what drew them 17 
to the neighborhood would be taken away after the home is torn down. She reiterated it is a beautiful 18 
block and asked about the gate leading to the block. Ms. Good then asked Mr. Marzec to be more 19 
specific regarding the style of the home as opposed to calling it traditional. Mr. Marzec stated the home 20 
would have masonry brick material with limestone details and measure 3,400 square feet which is less 21 
than the allowable amount to be similar to other homes on the block. Ms. Good stated the home would 22 
be larger than the existing home. Mr. Marzec informed the Commission the home is not very deep and 23 
the new home would have a similar footprint but would be deeper.   24 
 25 
Mr. Corbett described the home as American eclectic with a limestone band, limestone sills, etc. and 26 
roof conforming to the requirements. He also stated the massing would be similar to the existing white 27 
brick home and would look similar to the home there now. Mr. Corbett stated the home’s siting would 28 
be a zoning issue and the home would be 6 inches closer to the street. Ms. Good stated part of what 29 
made the current property lovely is the fact that is unaltered. She also stated from the interior photos 30 
marketed, it appeared to be a solid home and the listing sheet stated it was well maintained and only 31 
needing cosmetic changes. Mr. Corbett described the home as architecturally obsolete and was built at 32 
a time when people had servants and described the interior rooms of the home and the fact it is lacking 33 
a family room. He stated these types of homes are not meant for today’s style of living and it would be 34 
difficult with regard to the floor plan. Ms. Good disagreed and commented a lot of people like old 35 
homes due to the layouts they have and referred to the issues such as mold that old homes sometimes 36 
have but did not apply here. She stated for someone who wanted a home that had the modern features 37 
they want, they should look for an empty lot and referred to the home being affiliated with two 38 
prominent architects as well as several historic Village figures along with the fact that it is a wonderful 39 
home.  40 
 41 
Chairperson Holland stated she never heard the phrase Mr. Corbett mentioned of being architecturally 42 
obsolete and stated 60% of Winnetka’s homes are architecturally obsolete and she did not like that 43 
phrase. She asked him to not use that phrase in the future and stated her home is on the National 44 
Register of Historic Places. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments from the 45 
Commission.  46 
 47 



August 3, 2020   Page 8 

Mr. Enck referred to the plans in the packet and referred to the homes on the street and the teardown 1 
problem in the Village. He then stated on this particular street of street on Oakley, there are 12 homes 2 
on the block and there are not many other places in the Village where no other homes have been torn 3 
down on the block yet. Mr. Enck described it as rare that the homes on the block date from 1912 to 4 
1938 which he commented should be valued. He then stated if the applicant is attracted to the street 5 
for a particular reason, the feel of the street and architecture are what made the street attractive as 6 
well as the fact that the street is intact lent a lot to the character. Mr. Enck stated it would be a shame if 7 
the home is torn especially with regard to its street presence.  8 
 9 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments from the Commission. Mr. Weaver made a 10 
suggestion to Mr. Marzec that was inaudible because of technical difficulties with Mr. Weaver’s 11 
connection. Ms. Papoutsis stated she appreciated Mr. Marzec recognizing the beauty and tranquility of 12 
the Village and they moved to the Village in 2003 from the city for the same reasons. She stated they 13 
renovated a home built in 1897 and encouraged them and the Commission’s purpose to try to save old 14 
homes which are the fabric of the community. Ms. Papoutsis then stated several neighbors expressed 15 
concern and would be sad to see the home torn down. She asked Mr. Marzec to consider renovation 16 
and stated the home has architectural significance. Mr. Marzec informed the Commission they 17 
considered renovation with another builder and the conclusion is that the home would have major 18 
changes including the removal of stucco. He also stated it would be more work than cosmetic and would 19 
be a full gut rehab on the old foundation. Mr. Marzec stated they planned to remain in the Village for a 20 
long time and it made the most economic and longevity sense to start new. He reiterated the home 21 
would not deviate from the architectural feel of the street and would look as if it was part of the 22 
community from the beginning.  23 
 24 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments. No additional comments were made at this 25 
time.  26 
 27 
Mr. Marx read correspondence from the following neighbors into the record: (i) Marge and Rich 28 
Franklin, (ii) Connie and Kurt Staelens, (iii) Peter Eck and (iv) Katie Moor.   29 
 30 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other members of the public who wanted to comment. Mr. 31 
Norkus allowed Mr. Eagen into the meeting. Mr. Eagan asked if the plans filed with associated 32 
documents in order for the demolition permit to be approved. Mr. Marx stated he would check to see if 33 
plans have been submitted and informed Mr. Eagan even if the demolition permit is approved by the 34 
Commission, the Community Development Department would not issue the permit until final plans for 35 
the property have been approved. He then noted new plans for the development would be available to 36 
be viewed by the public if they contact the Community Development Department ahead of time due to 37 
social distancing concerns.  Mr. Corbett informed the Commission the plans are done but have not been 38 
submitted yet. Mr. Eagan then stated due to the age of the street, there is no storm water system 39 
servicing the street and asked how it would be dealt with since there is no storm water question. Mr. 40 
Corbett responded it would be reviewed in conjunction with the storm system requirements. Mr. 41 
Marzec stated they would be building a new storm sewer system on Oakley once the project is 42 
completed. Mr. Eagan asked with regard to parking and street size if it could be turned into one way 43 
during construction. Mr. Corbett referred to a home they built at 477 Hawthorn where the street was 44 
even narrower but they planned to work with everyone to get it done.  45 
 46 
Connie Staelens, 1170 Oakley, stated she lives next door and agreed with the comments made. She 47 
added she is sad that the home would be torn down and stated the street contained special homes and 48 
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had a special feeling. Connie agreed traffic would be an issue and is concerned that the new home 1 
would be 1,000 square feet bigger and deeper which would affect their backyard. Mr. Marzec reiterated 2 
the footprint would be similar to the existing home and identified the location of where the rear of the 3 
home would extend. He then described the shape of the building for Connie. Mr. Marzec stated the 4 
plans would be made public when they are available and with regard to the safety comments, the 5 
project would not take two years to complete and would last one year at the most. Mr. Corbett 6 
confirmed it would take 10-11 months to build the home. He added the plans may be available at the 7 
beginning of September. Mr. Marx stated Connie can check with the Community Development 8 
Department to see if the plans have been submitted.  9 
 10 
Mr. Norkus asked Peter Eck for his comments. He stated his written comments related to safety and 11 
asked if the applicant could speak to the plans to keep the area safe and minimize impact on the 12 
surrounding areas since it is not a pass through street. Mr. Corbett responded they have built close to 13 
100 homes on the North Shore over the last 17 years with no accidents. He also stated the Village is 14 
vigilant in maintaining sites and safety. Mr. Corbett explained how the equipment would be brought to 15 
the community with demolition being the worst part of the project. Mr. Eck stated he had no further 16 
questions.  17 
 18 
Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 10 if there were any comments. Moore provided written comments and 19 
asked the Commission if there were any Winnetka homes that can be saved. Mr. Marx responded the 20 
only homes that can be saved which are Village designated landmarks and a home being on the National 21 
Register did not protect it from being demolished. He noted there are no historic preservation districts 22 
in the Village. Mr. Marx also stated the Village helps interested homeowners go through the landmark 23 
process with the Commission and Village Council having some authority. Chairperson Holland noted 24 
there are few ways a home may be protected, one of which is to have easements given to Landmarks 25 
Illinois. She stated they have two national landmarks in the Village, Crow Island School and the Frank 26 
Lloyd Wright home. Chairperson Holland confirmed there is no permanent protection for the home, only 27 
easements. She added there are 29 landmarked homes in the Village. Ms. Moore stated she understood 28 
it would be a huge undertaking to renovate the home and is sad the home would be taken down. Ms. 29 
Good stated just because a home is on the National Register did not mean it is protected and offered no 30 
protection whatsoever. She stated if the home is a national landmark, it is protected. Mr. Enck added 31 
property tax freezes are a significant option. Ms. Moore stated she had no further questions.  32 
 33 
Mr. Norkus asked Mr. Cohn if he had any comments. Mr. Cohn responded he stated his concerns. Mr. 34 
Norkus confirmed there were no other call-in members of the public.  35 
 36 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments from the Commission.  No comments 37 
were made at this time. She stated the Commission would now deliberate on the demolition request for 38 
1180 Oakley. Chairperson Holland then read the two motions from page 2 of the packet of materials. 39 
She stated the property met condition no. 4 and asked for the Commission Members’ comments. Ms. 40 
Good stated the home had historical significance given the two prominent architects who designed the 41 
home to warrant an HAIS as well as with regard to the home’s ownership history. No additional 42 
comments were made at this time. Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion for an HAIS for 1180 43 
Oakley.  44 
 45 
Ms. Papoutsis noted the Historical Society research stated the property has architectural and historical 46 
significance and in connection with the appreciation of the neighbors for the home, an HAIS is 47 
warranted. Chairperson Holland again asked for a motion for an HAIS pursuant to criteria no. 4. Mr. Enck 48 
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moved to ask for an HAIS. Ms. Good seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion 1 
unanimously passed.  2 
AYES: Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 3 
NAYS:  None  4 
 5 
Mr. Marx explained the HAIS process to the applicant.  6 
 7 
Case No. 20-13: 141 Sheridan Road: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single 8 
family residence at 141 Sheridan Road.  9 
Mr. Marx noted no written materials were received for this matter and stated the Commission asked for 10 
an HAIS which was submitted and included in the agenda materials. He identified photos of the property 11 
in the PowerPoint presentation and described details of the property. He then asked if there were any 12 
questions. Chairperson Holland noted a minor error in the HAIS to be corrected. Mr. Norkus allowed the 13 
applicant’s team into the meeting.  14 
 15 
Jean Guarino stated the home was built in two stages in 1923 with the garage and service wing built in 16 
1928. She stated the home is set far back and is not visible from Sheridan Road and is fronted by 17 
another home built in 1999. Ms. Guarino described the home as having stucco and clad materials and a 18 
gable roof form. She stated the home’s interior had bare integrity since all of the original windows had 19 
been removed and replaced. Ms. Guarino described the home’s interior finishes included wood paneled 20 
library, two original fireplaces, etc.  21 
 22 
Ms. Guarino stated she determined the home did not possess significance at a national, statewide or 23 
local level and the home did not exemplify a specific style of architecture including Colonial Revival and 24 
neo classical elements, but determined that the home does have statewide architectural significance as 25 
an unusual residential design by Edward Oldefest and Theodore Williams. Ms. Guarino then asked if 26 
there were any questions.  27 
 28 
Ms. Good stated there was discussion relating to a tree where a Native American event occurred and if 29 
she was able to get any information on that. Ms. Guarino stated she found no information relating to 30 
that event and is not sure where that information came from. Ms. Good asked if it came from the 31 
Historical Society. Ms. Guarino responded she went through the Historical Society files and did not find 32 
that information. Chairperson Holland stated the Historical Society letter from Meagan McChesney and 33 
Mary Treischmann, Executive Director of Winnetka Historical Society, did not contain any information 34 
about the tree and read the last paragraph from the letter.  35 
 36 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments. Mr. Enck asked if an HAIS requirement is 37 
for floor plans to be included which were included in past HAIS reports. Chairperson Holland responded 38 
that would be up to the preparer of the report as to whether floor plans are included. Mr. Marx stated 39 
in terms of HAIS requirements, he did not see anything specifying whether floor plans needed to be 40 
included as part of the report but would check the code thoroughly.  41 
 42 
Mr. Norkus informed the Commission a call was received from the applicant’s architect, Gary Frank, who 43 
asked to be allowed into the meeting. Chairperson Holland referred to a photo on page 10 and 44 
corrected the address to 1211 N. LaSalle.  45 
 46 
Mr. Frank stated with regard to the tree, the Historical Society report stated it is a Willow tree which is 47 
not on the property. He then stated the question regarding the tree is moot since they do not own a 48 
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Willow tree. Ms. Good confirmed they spoke about the tree at the last meeting. Mr. Frank stated while 1 
there are two large trees at the corner of the property, he assumed that was the tree they were talking 2 
about it. He also stated the property may have been subdivided and confirmed their property has no 3 
Willow tree.  4 
 5 
Chairperson Holland referred to the last sentence from Ms. Guarino’s report which read: “While the 6 
architectural style is not unusual for these architects or for the time period in which it was constructed, 7 
it is representative and therefore, holds some historic value. In short, we understand the position of the 8 
report in that it is complete and appreciates how the additional research lead to the report’s original 9 
conclusion but we are not comfortable stating that the property has no historical or architectural value.” 10 
She noted there is no reference to a Willow tree in the Historical Society letter dated July 14, 2020.  11 
 12 
Chairperson Holland stated the HAIS was submitted the day following the July 2020 meeting and asked 13 
Mr. Frank if he solicited the report from another architectural historian besides Ms. Guarino. She 14 
commented it is insulting to the Commission for Mr. Frank to come to the meeting armed with an HAIS 15 
report before they looked at the proposal. Mr. Frank responded when they found out a building permit 16 
had not been applied for as a result of unfortunate events, he has been doing this for 30 years and the 17 
Village should have known he needed the permit as part of the application package. He then stated once 18 
he found out they did not have the permit, Mr. Marx suggested based upon the Commission making its 19 
decision based on the Historical Society findings, he may want to consider an HAIS would be needed. 20 
Mr. Frank stated the HAIS was done because the application was not timely presented and knowing the 21 
Commission may want the study, he worked with Ms. Guarino to get the study timelier than the other 22 
architectural historian. He then stated as a former DRB chairman, he worked to resolve steps to get 23 
permits in a timely fashion and commented getting the HAIS study done was the right thing to do.  24 
 25 
Chairperson Holland asked Ms. Guarino for any comments on the HAIS. Ms. Guarino stated with regard 26 
to the Historical Society’s comment that the building was representative, in her opinion, the home is an 27 
amalgam of a variety of styles and did not exemplify a particular style.  28 
 29 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions for Ms. Guarino with regard to the HAIS. Mr. 30 
Enck asked with regard to the HAIS format, there is not a particular format it needed to follow and as 31 
they evaluate the ordinance, they should discuss the items that should be included going forward. He 32 
stated the HAIS is not meant to make the case for demolition but is to document the home before it is 33 
torn down. Ms. Guarino stated it was her understanding that the Commission wanted the synopsis up 34 
front in the HAIS as opposed to at the end of the report. She then stated with regard to the floor plans, 35 
she included them in previous reports if they are available.  36 
 37 
Mr. Frank stated he asked Mr. Marx if they wanted floor plans and was informed floor plans are not 38 
required for the HAIS. He then stated he can provide them for the HAIS if the Commission wanted. Mr. 39 
Enck stated the Commission can discuss whether they want them included in the future. He then stated 40 
if Mr. Frank had the floor plans, to pass them along to the Historical Society. Mr. Frank confirmed he 41 
would.  42 
 43 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Ms. Good referred to page 13 and the 44 
Evaluation of Architectural Significance section and she questioned the use of the word “statewide” and 45 
if Ms. Guarino elevated it to that status after performing the research. Ms. Guarino responded local 46 
significance is Winnetka only but since the architects designed buildings out of Winnetka, that is why 47 
she included statewide.  48 
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Chairperson Holland again asked if there were any other questions. Ms. Good referred to Chairperson 1 
Holland’s comments relating to the fact the HAIS was done before the Commission voted on it, she 2 
stated for the record, while she understood Mr. Frank’s logic, she was surprised that it was not revealed 3 
at the beginning of the meeting and only after the discussion of the home’s significance.  4 
 5 
Chairperson Holland again asked if there were any comments from the Commission, the audience or Ms. 6 
Guarino. Mr. Norkus stated Mr. Marzec is still present and asked if he had any comment. No additional 7 
comments were made at this time.    8 
 9 
Chairperson Holland then stated the Commission has to determine in accordance with Section 15.52.040 10 
of the Village code that the building, structure and/or property warrants an HAIS and the impact study is 11 
approved as submitted and the demolition may be permitted. She asked if there were any comments 12 
from the Commission. Ms. Good stated the HAIS is complete and to move forward with a vote.  13 
 14 
Mr. Weaver seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed. Mr. Enck 15 
asked for the floor plans to be included with the final version of the HAIS.  16 
AYES: Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 17 
NAYS: None  18 
 19 
Mr. Marx then stated if the Commission wanted to vote to approve the demolition as indicated on page 20 
3, he asked the Commission to identify which of the standards qualified as a reason for the delay as well 21 
as to establish whether it is architecturally or historically significant and the impact on the Village as a 22 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood.  23 
 24 
Chairperson Holland asked if a statement needed to be made that there were no issues with regard to 25 
the way the meeting proceeded. Mr. Schoon asked the applicant if they felt they were adequately able 26 
to present their case and there were no technical difficulties. Mr. Frank responded the few technical 27 
issues were resolved and they were able to answer the Commission’s questions adequately.  28 
 29 
Mr. Schoon confirmed a motion is needed to allow the demolition without delay or to allow the 30 
demolition.  31 
 32 
Ms. Good moved to approve the demolition permit without delay. Mr. Enck seconded the motion and 33 
added for the record while there is deterioration that made reuse of the property difficult, he is 34 
disappointed by the level of waste involved. He stated with regard to ordinance changes and the new 35 
strategic plan for the Village, he referred to sustainability factors and there should be more of a 36 
deconstruction approach.  37 
 38 
Chairperson Holland moved to state the HAIS for 141 Sheridan Road prepared by Ms. Guarino is 39 
complete and that the proposed demolition will not have a significant architectural or historical impact 40 
on the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighbor and based upon these findings, the demolition 41 
may proceed without delay. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  42 
AYES: Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 43 
NAYS: None 44 
 45 
OLD BUSINESS 46 

a. September 21, 2020 Meeting - Quorum Check 47 
The Commission Members discussed their availability.  48 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 1 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any public comments. Mr. Norkus confirmed no public 2 
comment was made at this time. 3 
 4 
ADJOURNMENT: 5 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to adjourn. A motion was made and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis. 6 
A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  7 
AYES: Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 8 
NAYS: None 9 
 10 
The meeting adjourned at 10:37 p.m.  11 
 12 
Respectfully submitted, 13 
 14 
Antionette Johnson 15 
Recording Secretary  16 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-17-LPC: 885 PRIVATE ROAD - DEMOLITION PERMIT  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date September 21, 2020 

Commission Action Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine 
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 885 Private Road (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner 885 Private LLC 

Application Submitted by Vu Trieu (See Attachment  - Application) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.57 acres 

Location North side of Private Road between Sheridan Road and Old 
Green Bay Road 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage 

Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1957 

Additional Construction Activity 1970 – Enclose existing porch, single family residence 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) The WHS research does not indicate that the Subject 
Property has any historical or architectural significance. 
While several long-time Winnetka residents lived in the 
house, the WHS did not find any significant contributions to 
local, regional, or national history. The property was 
designed by James C. Schnur, who designed several Winnetka 
properties of which many have since been demolished. The 
property does not appear to contain any significant 
architectural elements. 

• Historical Significance • Residents 

LPC - 885 Private - Page 1



 Page 2 

• Chester Sargent, Senior Partner at engineering firm 
Sargent & Lundy; 

• Walter and Dorothy Leck; and 

• David and Jean Stremmel, long-time Winnetka 
residents; Jean Stremmel volunteered at the Hadley 
Institute 

• Architectural Significance James C. Schnur 

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.    The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
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Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-17: 885 PRIVATE ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On September 21, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to 
demolish the residence and attached garage 885 Private Road. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Thursday, September 10, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

3-8-1957 Construct single family dwelling Mr and Mrs C. Sargent James C. Schnur 

2-9-1970 Enclose existing porch, single family 
residence 

Mr. Mrs. Walter C. Leck Not listed 
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885 Private – August 20, 2020 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 885 Private 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1957    

Construction type: Brick  

Style: Ranch 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Chester and 

Mabel 

Sargent 

1957 – 1967 Real estate slip; Chicago 

Tribune obituary  

Chester Sargent was a senior 

partner at Sargent & Lundy, an 

engineering firm founded by his 

father, Frederick Sargent 

Walter C. 

and Dorothy 

L. Leck 

1967 – 1978  

 

Real estate slip; 1969 

phone book; Winnetka 

Talk obituary 

 

David H. and 

Jean 

Stremmel  

1979 – 2019  1979 phone book; 2013 

phone book; Winnetka 

Talk obituary  

Long-time Winnetka residents; Jean 

Stremmel volunteered at Hadley 

School for the Blind 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

James C. Schnur 1957; construct residence  List of Schnur properties in 

Winnetka 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Property files, Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, historic phone books, Winnetka Historical 

Society digital records, Google search 

 

Date of Research: 9/8/2020 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property has any historic or architectural significance. 

While several long-time Winnetka residents lived in the house, we did not find any particularly 

significant contributions to local, regional, or national history. In addition, while the property 

was designed by James C. Schnur, who designed several Winnetka properties (many of which 

ATTACHMENT C
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have since been torn down), this property does not appear to contain any significance 

architectural elements. 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
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James Caughren Schnur Properties in Winnetka  
 
1208 Pine 
1218 Pine 
1248 Pine 
1258 Pine 
1099 Spruce 
1175 Spruce 
1195 Spruce 
1225  Spruce 
1235 Spruce 
1245 Spruce 
1255 Spruce 
436 Glendale 
1148 Oak 
745 Cherry 
747 Cherry 
749 Cherry 
751 Cherry 
661 Spruce 
380 Cedar 
388 Cedar 
381 Wilson 
520 Maple 
1555 Hickory 
785 Sumac 
903 Private 
4 Golf Lane 
717 Locust 
785 Mount Pleasant 
777 Heather 
463 Provident 
285 White Oak 
321 Chestnut 
707 Ardsley 
1101 Fisher Lane 
1565 Hickory 
1367 Edgewood Lane 
775 Sumac 
801 Bryant 
200 DeWindt 
222 Forest 
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Death Notice: Jean Stremmel
Winnetka Talk (IL) - September 27, 2018
Edition: Final WTK
Section: News
Page: 28
Readability: 10-12 grade level (Lexile: 1170)

Stremmel , Jean Jean Stremmel, 90, of Winnetka, passed away at home on August 18, 2018. Born in Royal Oak, Michigan, Jean was 
adopted by James and Margaret Porter, living the rest of her childhood in Ionia and Hubbardston before attending the University of 
Michigan in 1942-46. There she met David whom she later married in 1950. Jean matched her husband's business acumen with a fervid 
devotion to charitable activities, holding leadership posts in the Friends of Orphans and recording books at Hadley School for the Blind. 
Jean regularly attended concerts, plays and opera, and volunteered in the SavoyAires. Jean played bridge on a regular schedule. She 
also played golf and tennis, sailed in tournaments on Lake Michigan, and went on ski trips with David and their friends.?

David & Jean moved up to Hubbard Woods in 1978 where she lived in the same house for the last 40 years of her life. They entertained 
friends at Skokie Club while expanding their global itinerary after first trips to Europe in the 1960's and the Far East in the 1970's. 
International travel continued for Dave's business in the 1980's and then with friends and educational tours until David's death in 2007. 
Jean traveled to Southern Africa on her own in 2008, and then to Persia in 2009.?

Jean is survived by a son in Nevada, and a daughter, married in Massachusetts. Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

***

This is a paid death notice.

Index terms: Death Notice
Record: CT0082355421
Copyright: Copyright 2018, Winnetka Talk, Pioneer Press. All rights reserved. REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED.

LPC - 885 Private - Page 16

https://infoweb.newsbank.com/


 

LPC - 885 Private - Page 17



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Obituary 1 -- No Title
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Nov 6, 1980; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B23
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-18-LPC: 460 ASH STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date September 21, 2020 

Commission Action Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine 
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 460 Ash Street (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Mary Singh Rajpal Living Trust 

Application Submitted by 460 Ash LLC - represented by Jon Kogan (See Attachment D – 
Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.376 acres 

Location Southeast side of Ash Street between Fairview Avenue and 
Sheridan Road  

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage 

Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed Construction date uncertain, possibly 1895 or 1904 

Additional Construction Activity 1983 – Construct a dormer on the attic  

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research does not indicate that the Subject 
Property has any historical or architectural significance. Very 
little information is available about the property’s former 
residents. It is unclear when the property was originally 
constructed and how it was altered over time.  

• Historical Significance None 

• Architectural Significance None 

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  
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Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.    The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-18: 460 ASH STREET 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On September 21, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to 
demolish the residence and attached garage 460 Ash Street. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Thursday, September 10, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

7-21-1983 Construct she dormer on attic  2 ½ 
story & basement frame residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 
Reynes 

Bill Schroeder 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B
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460 Ash – August 20, 2020 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 460 Ash 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1904* 

Construction type: Aluminum   

Style: Colonial revival 

 

*Possibly 1895. Our digital records indicate 1895 as the build date (according to sewer permit 

records). The Cook County Assessor dates this property to 1904 (see attached). 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER NAME DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

?* 1904 – 1954  Real estate slip  

Dr. William B. and 

Mary W. Wartman 

? – 1969  Real estate slip; 1954 phone 

book 

 

Charles and Beverly 

Herndon 

 Approx. 1970 

– 1981  

Real estate slip; 1975 phone 

book 

 

Robert F. and Ann 

Works 

1981 – 1983 Real estate slip  

Jose Antonio 

(Anthony) and Wendy 

Warner Reynes 

1983 – 1995 

 

Winnetka Talk property sales 

announcement 

 

Surjit and Mary Rajpal  1995 – Present Winnetka Talk property sales 

announcement; 2011 phone 

book 

 

*This property is not listed in the phone books prior to the 1950s. The Cook County Assessor 

and the real estate slip for the sale of the home in 1946 show that it was already built despite not 

being listed.  

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Bill Schroeder  1983; Construct a dormer on 

the attic & basement frame 

residence 

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

ATTACHMENT C
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PastPerfect database, Winnetka Talk, phone books, property files, Google search, Ancestry.com, 

ProQuest  

   

Date of Research: 9/2/2020 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property has any historic or architectural significance. 

Very little information is available about the property or the former residents. In addition, the 

records regarding the build date are inconsistent. Therefore, it is unclear when the property was 

originally constructed and how it may have been altered over time.  

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THIS PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CONFORMS TO THE CURRENT ILLINOIS MINIMUM STANDARDS
FOR A BOUNDARY SURVEY. GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL
THIS 5TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2020
 AT 316 E. JACKSON STREET IN MORRIS, IL 60450.

NONE VISIBLE

1. The legal description used to perform this survey was supplied by others. The survey does not determine or imply ownership.
2. This survey only shows improvements found above ground. Underground footings, utilities, and encroachments are not located on this survey map.
3. If there is a septic tank, well or drain �eld on this survey, the location of such items was shown to us by others and are not veri�ed.
4. This survey is exclusively for the use of the parties to whom it is certi�ed.
5. Any additions or deletions to this 1-page survey document are strictly prohibited.
6. Dimensions are in feet and decimals thereof.
7. Due to varying construction standards, house dimensions are approximate.
8. Any FEMA �ood zone data contained in this survey is for informational purposes only. Research to obtain such data was performed at www.fema.gov.
9. All pins marked as set are 5/8 diameter, 18” iron rebar.
10. Unless speci�cally stated otherwise, an examination of the abstract of title was not performed by the signing surveyor to determine which instruments, if any, are a�ecting this property.
11. Points of Interest (POI’s) are selected above-ground improvements which may be in con�ict with boundary, building setback, or easement lines, as de�ned by the parameters of this survey. There may be additional POI’s which are not shown, not called-out as POI’s, or which are otherwise unknown to the surveyor. These POI’s may not represent 
all items of interest to the viewer.
12. Utilities shown on the subject property may or may not indicate the existence of recorded or unrecorded utility easements.
13. The information contained in this survey has been performed exclusively and is the sole responsibility of Exacta Land Surveyors, LLC. Additional logo or references to third party �rms are for informational purposes only.
14. House measurements should not be used for new construction or planning. Measurements should be veri�ed prior to such activity.
15. Surveyor bearings are used for angular reference and are used to show angular relationships of lines only and are not related or orientated to true or magnetic north. Bearings are shown as surveyor bearings, and when shown as matching those on the subdivision plats on which this survey is based, they are to be deemed no more accurate as 
the determination of a north orientation made on and for those original subdivision plats. North 0 degrees east is assumed and upon preparation of this plat, the resulting bearing between found points as shown on this survey is the basis of said surveyor bearings as de�ned and required to be noted by Illinois Administrative Code Title 68, Chapter 
VII, Sub-Chapter B, Part 1270, Section 1270.56, Paragraph B, Sub-Paragraph 6, Item k.

(REV.0  8/5/2020)  
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-19-LPC: 644 PINE LANE - DEMOLITION PERMIT  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date September 21, 2020 

Commission Action Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine 
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 644 Pine Lane (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Chicago Title Land Trust Company Trust No. 8002383985 

Application Submitted by Doug Minahan (See Attachment D – Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 1.72 acres 

Location West side of Pine Lane, between Ardsley Road and Hibbard 
Road 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage and detached 
coach house 

Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1922 

Additional Construction Activity 1929 – Build garage and alter residence; 1930 - Addition to 
residence; 1932 - Addition to residence; 1936 - Construct two 
bath houses for swimming pool; 1937 - Addition to residence 
and added garage; 1946 - Alter residence and add 2-car 
garage; 1969 - Second floor addition 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that there is both architectural 
and historical significance for the Subject Property. The 
original architect of the property is Edwin H. Clark who 
designed many prominent buildings in Winnetka and the 
Chicago region. The property was also home to several 
prominent Village residents. 
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• Historical Significance • Residents.  

• Donald F. McPherson, an accomplished Chicago 
attorney, and Frances Ogden McPherson, great niece 
of William B. Ogden, the first Mayor of Chicago.  

• Ralph N. Isham, who was the son of Ralph N. Isham 
Sr., the founder of Northwestern’s Feinberg School 
of Medicine, and his wife Eleanor Dennehy of the 
Dennehy Estate in Winnetka, which later became the 
Forest Glen subdivision. Isham was the brother-in-
law of Josephine Dennehy and her husband Nicholas 
Galitzine, a Prince of Russia (and later the VP of 
ComEd in Chicago). Nicholas Galitzine was the son of 
Prince Paul Galitzine of Smolensk, a Russian 
aristocrat and relative of the Czar. Isham was also the 
brother-in-law of Hemptead Washburne, son of 
Hemptead Washburne, another former Mayor of 
Chicago. 

• Architectural Significance Edwin H. Clark, a prominent architect of many Winnetka 
buildings and homes including Village Hall and North Shore 
Country Day School. Clark also designed buildings at Lincoln 
Park Zoo, Wilmette’s Plaza del Lago, and Chicago’s Century of 
Progress exposition.  

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.    The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 
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3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

  Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-19: 644 PINE LANE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On  September  21,  2020,  the  Landmark  Preservation  Commission  (LPC)  will  consider  a  request  to 
demolish the residence, detached garage, and coach house detached garage located at 644 Pine Lane. 
Please  return  any  available  information  regarding  the  architectural  and  historical  significance  of  the 
structure  to my  attention  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Thursday,  September  10,  2020.  If  you  have  any 
questions please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716‐3587.      
       
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date  Type  Owner  Architect 

8‐31‐1929  Build garage and alter residence  Donald McPherson  Not listed 

6‐30‐1930  Addition to residence  Donald McPherson  E.H. Clark 

4‐4‐1932  Addition to residence  Donald McPherson  Edwin H. Clark 

6‐19‐1936  Construct two bath houses for 
swimming pool 

Donald McPherson  Edwin H. Clark 

3‐19‐1937  Construct brick additions to single 
family dwelling and accessory 
garage building 

Donald McPherson  Edwin H. Clark 

5‐21‐1946  Alter and add accessory 2‐car 
garage 

Ralph Isham  L.W. Schwall 

7‐23‐1969  Second floor addition to single 
family residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas Harper  Wendt Cedarholm & 
Tippens 

ATTACHMENT B
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644 Pine – 2020 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 644 Pine Lane 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1922   

Construction type: Brick   

Style: Maryland Colonial 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Donald F. 

McPherson 

and Frances 

Ogden 

McPherson 

1922 – 1942  1925 phone book; Real 

estate slip; Winnetka Talk 

obit 

Donald McPherson was an attorney 

at Sidley, McPherson, Austin & 

Burgess in Chicago. He was a 

captain in the Army during WWII, 

served for two years as the 

president of the Chicago Council 

on Foreign Relations and was a 

member of the Winnetka Village 

Council. Frances Ogden 

McPherson was the great niece of 

William B. Ogden, the first Mayor 

of Chicago. 

Ralph N. 

Isham, Jr. 

Approx. 1943 

– approx. 

1953 

 

 

Gazette article, Chicago 

Tribune obituary, 

Northwestern University 

profile on Ralph N. Isham, 

Sr., Cook County marriage 

record, Chicago Tribune 

marriage announcement  

Son of Ralph N. Isham, founder of 

the medical school now known as 

the Northwestern Feinberg School 

of Medicine, brother of George S. 

Isham (son-in-law of Donald F. 

and Frances McPherson), husband 

of Eleanor Dennehy (of the 

Dennehy Estate, which became the 

Forest Glen subdivision), brother-

in-law of and Josephine Dennehy 

and her husband Nicholas Galitzine 

of Russia (VP of ComEd in 

Chicago). Nicholas was the son of 

Prince Paul Galitzine of Smolensk, 

a Russian aristocrat and relative of 

the Czar. Isham was also the 

brother-in-law of Hemptead 

Washburne, son of Hemptead 

Washburne, a former Mayor of 

ATTACHMENT C

LPC - 644 Pine - Page 8



Chicago. 

Harold and 

Margaret 

Nutting 

Approx. 1954 

– 1962  

Real estate slip; 1954 

phone book; Winnetka 

Talk obituaries  

Harold Nutting was the former 

executive VP and general manager 

of Marshall Field and Co., 

chairman of the board to trustees of 

Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Hospital, 

chairman and chief executive 

officer of Overseas Industries, Inc., 

chairman of Thomas Moulding 

Brick Co., VP of Chicago YMCA, 

former president of the Chicago 

Better Business Bureau, VP and 

trustee of the Frozen Food 

Foundation, director of the 

National Retail Dry Goods 

Association, and was on the 

University of Chicago’s Citizen’s 

Board. Locally, Harold Nutting 

was a former director of North 

Shore Country Day School. 

Charles L. 

and Alice 

“Patty” 

Harper 

1963 - 1981 1963 phone book; 1979 

phone book; obituary 

Charles Harper was a Navy 

veteran, former president of H.M. 

Harper Company in Morton Grove 

and later VP of American Car and 

Foundry in Houston as 

CEO/General Manager of its 

WKM division. He also competed 

in the Olympic trials for rowing, 

helping the team qualify for the 

1952 Olympics (where the US 

team and his boat won gold). 

Andrew K. 

Block 

Approx. 1982 

– approx. 

2020 

1987 phone book; 2013 

phone book 

 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Edwin H. Clark and Chester 

H. Walcott 

1922; Build residence 1960 real estate slip; Gazette 

article on 760 Bryant (another 

Clark-designed home); Art 

Institute of Chicago’s 

collections biography on 
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Clark.* 

Edwin H. Clark 1930; Addition to residence  

Edwin H. Clark 1932; Addition to residence  

Edwin H. Clark 1936; Construct two bath 

houses for swimming pool 

 

Edwin H. Clark 1937; Addition to residence 

and added garage 

 

L.W. Schwall (likely Laurence 

Schwall) 

1946; alter residence and 

added 2-car garage 

Chicago Tribune obituary  

Wendt, Cedarholm & Tippens 1969; second floor addition Chicago Tribune article 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Phone books, property files, Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, WHS digital files, The Gazette, 

Google search, Ancestry.com 

 

Date of Research: 8/31/2020 

 

Our research indicates that this property does have architectural and historical significance. The 

original architect of the property, Edwin H. Clark (along with his second business partner Russell 

Walcott, after previously partnering with William Otis) was a prominent architect who designed 

several well-known and/or historic buildings in the Chicagoland area, including several at the 

Lincoln Park Zoo (including the Administration building, Reptile House, and Primate House), 

the Brookfield Zoo, the Lake Forest Public Library, Hinsdale Village Hall, the Latin School of 

Chicago, Lake Forest Academy, and Willmette’s Plaza del Lago. Clark also designed several 

buildings for the 1933-1934 Century of Progress exposition in Chicago. In addition, Clark 

designed and co-designed some of the nationally-historic buildings at the National Zoological 

Park in Washington, D.C. (perhaps most notably the Elephant House).*  

 

Locally, Clark was the architect of many significant Winnetka buildings, including several 

historic homes, schools, and public buildings. In particular, Clark was the architect of 

Winnetka’s Village Hall (a local landmark building), North Shore Country Day School, Greeley 

School (in partnership with William Otis), and Indian Hill Club.** Clark also served as 

Winnetka’s Park Commissioner in the late 1930s.  

 

Additionally, this property has been home to several prominent Winnetka residents, including 

Donald F. McPherson, an accomplished Chicago attorney, and Frances Ogden McPherson, great 

niece of William B. Ogden, the first Mayor of Chicago. McPherson likely sold the property to 

his son-in-law’s brother Ralph N. Isham, who was the son of Ralph N. Isham Sr., the founder of 

Northwestern’s Feinberg School of Medicine. Isham was married to Eleanor Dennehy of the 

Dennehy Estate in Winnetka, which later became the Forest Glen subdivision. In addition, Isham 

was the brother-in-law of Josephine Dennehy and her husband Nicholas Galitzine, a Prince of 

Russia (and later the VP of ComEd in Chicago). Nicholas Galitzine was the son of Prince Paul 

Galitzine of Smolensk, a Russian aristocrat and relative of the Czar. Isham was also the brother-

in-law of Hemptead Washburne, son of Hemptead Washburne, another former Mayor of 

Chicago. 
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In addition, 644 Pine Lane was also home to Harold Nutting, the former executive VP and 

general manager of Marshall Field and Co., chairman of the board to trustees of Presbyterian-St. 

Luke’s Hospital, chairman and chief executive officer of Overseas Industries, Inc., chairman of 

Thomas Moulding Brick Co., VP of Chicago YMCA, former president of the Chicago Better 

Business Bureau, VP and trustee of the Frozen Food Foundation, and director of the National 

Retail Dry Goods Association. Nutting was also the former director of North Shore Country Day 

School. 

 

*Read more about Clark’s prestigious career and his involvement with the National Zoo in 

Washington, D.C. in the National Park District’s Historic American Buildings Survey here: 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/habshaer/dc/dc1000/dc1027/data/dc1027data.pdf. 

 

**Other local properties designed by Edwin H. Clark (incomplete select list): 

Winnetka Village Hall (local landmark) 

North Shore Country Day School 

Greeley School 

Indian Hill Club  

760 Bryant 

777 Bryant 

800 Bryant 

485 Cherry 

510 Green Bay Road 

520 Oak 

480 Rosewood 

990 Sheridan 

1127 Sheridan 

1133 Sheridan 

610 Spruce 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Josephine Dennehy Becomes Bride of Prince
Photo, Acme
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Apr 4, 1932; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 17

LPC - 644 Pine - Page 36



 

LPC - 644 Pine - Page 37



Elmhurst Public Library 
125 S. Prospect Ave. • Elmhurst, IL 60126-3298 

phone (630) 279-8696 • fax (630) 516-1364 
www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org 

reference@elmhurst.org 
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Architecture 

o 

Smaller firms sparkle in 
the big leaguers5 shadow 
By Paul Gapp 
Architecture critic 
BIG LEAGUE, "DOWNTOWN" architectural firms 

tend to get an inordinate share of public attention, 
largely because they design most of our tallest or 
otherwise spectacular buildings. _ 

But there are dozens of smaller firms, including 
many in the suburbs, which collectively carry major 
responsibility for creating our built environment. 

Like the large offices, they are run by a mixed bag 
of highly talented, mediocre, and nondescript design
ers and engineers. 

Because their work affects all of us, it seemed salu
tary to close in on one of the better fand, in some 
ways, typical] of them for a microcosmic look at how 
they function. 

And so, after a bit of shopping around, we descended 
on a Northfield firm whose partners are Forrest D. 
Wendt, Charles T. Cedarholm, and William C. Tippens. 
A series of interesting coincidences brought them to
gether. 

All are in their middle 40s and received degrees 
from the University of Illinois, where none knew either 
of the others even though their years of study over-
lappsd. All later worked for Charles Stade & Associates, 
another firm of modest size in Park Ridge. Each left 
Stade at a different time to open tiny one- or two-man 
offices of their own. 

Eventually, all three were forced to face the same 
dismal fact: Trying to be a lone wolf architect is one of 
the most difficult enterprises imaginable. While work
ing on one job, you have no free time to hustle up new 
business. If you're sick for a couple of weeks, it's a 
disaster. ' 

Faced with those obstacles and others, the disen
chanted trio of- loners rediscovered each other in 1967 
and formed the firm of Wendt, Cedarholm, Tippens, 
Inc., which today employs four persons in addition to 
the partners. 

"We decided right at the start to spell out areas of 
authority to avoid conflicts," said Cedarholm. "So Bill 
is office manager and supervisor of construction, For
rest is in charge of new business, and I handle de
sign." 

-• In practice", however, there is overlapping of respon
sibility and a free-wheeling sense of informality around 
the office which is common to small firms. 

It is the kind of working environment which seems 
highly appropriate for the flow of architectural ideas. 
Contrast it, if you will, with the big downtown shops, 
where one man may spend a whole year designing and 
redesigning a rubbish disposal system for a towering 
megastructure. That kind of labor, as many an archi
tect will tell you, is a pathway to madness and about 
as creative as playing with mud. 

"We bounce ideas off each other," said Tippens, 
"and we're free of the endless, administrative paper 
shuffling we'd have to do if we were big." 

Unlike New York, Chicago Is not bubbling with ar
chitectural ferment and dialogue of the sort which 
might leave a suburban designer feeling out of things. 
Still, the three partners manage to attend seminars 
and other events to keep their professional edges well-
honed. Tippens enjoys giving slide-illustrated lectures 
on Chicago's architectural masterworks. 

"Perhaps the most important quality we have to" sell 
to potential clients is the thing they're most concerned 
about, and that's personal attention," said Wendt. 

"The client knows with whom he's working because 
one of us is continuously in charge of a project from 
start to finish. It's not like a big shop, where some
body new may show up at every meeting. That can be 
disconcerting." 

It is usually neither cheaper nor more expensive to 
retain a small architectural firm. Fees everywhere are 
based on a percentage of total construction cost and* 
also vary by building types; the highest percentage 
fees usually apply to single family houses. 

Architects, like doctors and lawyers, are not permit
ted to advertise [although they can promote them
selves in quieter ways]. Wendt, Cedarholm, and Tip-
pens thus spent a lot of time sitting around and nerv
ously cracking their knuckles until the first job camq 
along. It was a church addition. 

The chairman of the church's building committee 
also happened to be board chairman of a suburban 
park district which shortly afterward needed somebody . 
to design a recreation center. On the strength of their 
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Ideas flow around a drawing board in the subur
ban architecture firm founded by partners Forrest 

church performance, the architects captured the park 
district job and "were on their way. 

Since then, their major projects have included 15 
libraries, 15 recreation buildings, 10 office buildings, 
five industrial structures, 10 houses, 3 restaurants, and 
a public housing project. 

''We believe we've done more municipal libraries 
than anyone else in the suburban metropolitan area," 
said Cedarholm. "But we don't want to overemphasize 
that as a specialty because it might blunt our reputa
tion for versatility." 

"And we like to think that our libraries have few 
common characteristics," said Tippens. "Instead, 
they're responsive to individual design problems. 

"We've tried to develop lasting designs, rather than 
anything that's modish or farout. We also try very 
hard for warmth in terms of design, materials, and 
the way we handle space." 

Because all bookshelves in today's small libraries are 
open to the public, the space handling is more than a 
bit tricky. Open floor plans with a maximum of flexi
bility are mandatory, bui some areas must carry a 
feeling of privacy and snugness. 

Audio-visual facilities, book-theft detection 'devices, 
and computer connections between sharing libraries 
are among other advances in library science which 
must either be built in or anticipated as future addi
tions. 

A library's facades are almost equally important. In 
some of our new dreary, flatland suburbs, the library is 
the only culture symbol in town and deserves to look 
as handsome outside as within. > •> 

But as- Cedarholm pointed out, the Northfield firm 
doesn't spend all of its time exploring the nuances of 
how to mix people and books. Indeed, their other ma
jor speciality has turned out to be recceation buildings, % 
particularly those housing racquetball layouts [both> 
public and for profit]. They've done eight racquetball^ 
facilities, and thus probably know as-much as anybody'''" 
about how to physically accommodate the burgeoning 
sport. ;. '«- . - I f " ' . 

c- *'w i-'^^i'W^ rap 

D. Wendt (left), Charles T. Cedarholm, and William 
C. Tippens. - ^ . . , ., * 

, •• - - ' V 

Oddly, there are .absolutely no standard speoifica-' 
lions for building a racquetball court, except that it be 
exactly the same size as a handball court [for which 
use it is interchangeable]. Theoretically, you can con
struct one with anything from mahogany to marble. 

"We're sure some kind of specs will eventually be 
adopted, though," said Tippens. "Many of the better 
players immediately detect a difference in 'feel' when 
they play a new court, and others are even fussy about 
noise variations in certain sections of a court." 

The smacking, twanging, popping noises of racquet
ball are considered to be highly marketable in the 
private clubs springing up everywhere. ? \ v , .„ 

"In the old-time YMCAs, nobody except the players^ 
knew what went on inside a handball court,^because'v. 
there was rarely a place provided for people to <$. 
watch," Tippens recalled. (i

 v •• ^ - ^ 
"Today, when we do a racquetball building, we de

liberately design it so the noise of play spills out into-
the lobby and the spectator gallery. When potential 
club members come in for a look around, the excite
ment of all this helps convince them to sign up." 

A couple of years ago/promoters got the idea "of';* 
telecasting the national racquetball championship; fi
nals in Las Vegas. When they couldn't figure out how 
to train cameras on the action from a,variety of an
gles, they came to Wendt, Cedarholm, and Tippens. >., ,, 

"We designed a demountable, four-wall court con
structed of rigid, Ts-inch glass," said Tippens," "and • 
we were certain it would work.". The telecasting plans ., 
fell through for other reasons, however,' and ItheV) 

) *£ fit 

therein suburbia. They, njay:, not be turning .out any-^ 
skyscrapers, but their work-his a^great impact on the 
quality of life in the ^mUropolitan iarea:?! Let us^not., 
forget that the downtown elite coxpi:0farcbiteets; holds 
no monopoly on good design' and buildings thaP'woxk/' 
the wayythey're supposed to ****--" . t ^ s ^ 
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Palatine Public Library designed by Wendt, Cedarholm, Tippens, Inc. 

Top honors for a design quartet 

Mutual Trust Life Building. 

•>•••' r .*' 
FOUR CHICAGO-AREA architecture firms have won this 

year's annual "excellence In masdnry" awards, presented by 
the Metropolitan Chicago Masonry Council. 

That" may seem to have a .rather commercial ring to it, 
but be advised that the council does not fling Its bouquets In 
the crass manner of certain other groups that promote build' 
ing materials. 

A couple of -years ago, the council turned over responsi
bility for judging to the national office of the American 
Institute of Architects. , 

It won cheers for that decision, because it meant'awards. 
would no longer be dispensed indiscriminately toJarchitects 
Just1 because they happened to use bricks. Only masonry 
structures are eligible,.of course, but the sole criterion is 
good design. - i £V._ 

The winners," selected from among 48 entries:: , r
 ( 

• The Perkins & Will Group, Inc., which took top honors 
in the competition for the Mutual Trust Life" Building in Oak 
Brook, an elegant structure in which brick plays an almost 
ornamental role despite the crisp simplicity of the basic 
design r .-i .. 

• Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, for the Percy L. Julian 
High School, 10330 S. Elizabeth St., a handsomely detailed 
complex built on a difficult site hemmed in by railroad 
tracks and the Dan Ryan Expressway; ' * 

• The Samuels Group, Inc., of Northbrook, for the conti
guous Central Savings and Loan and Ace Hardware buildings 
at Clark Street and Broadway. In scale and form7 the struc
tures stand as little bastions of architectural integrity at the 
gateway to New Town's commercial vulgarity; 

• Barancik, Conte & Associates, for the Wieboldt office 
building in Evanston, a five-story structure which was cited 
in part for its comppfability with the surrounding neighbor
hood. u t v* - *- - * ' •*, 

Judges of the contest, who assembled in Washington, were . 
Chloethiel Woodard Smith, M. Elliott Carroll, and William L. 
Ensign. All are fellows of the American Institute of Archi-^ 
tects. 

$ . < * • Paul Gapp 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE Arts & Fun—March 21^1976 
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8/19/2020 

 

644 Pine Lane – Proposed Demolition and Construction Schedule 

 

With respect to the schedule, my wife and I are in the early phase of coming up with plans for a new 

home.  We anticipate starting demolition and construction of a new home in the Fall of 2021.  We’ve 

been told the new construction could be up to 12 ‐ 15 months.  Our timing could change as we get into 

the details, but this is our best estimate at this time. 

 

‐ Doug Minahan 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-20-LPC: 636 GARLAND AVENUE - DEMOLITION 
PERMIT  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date September 21, 2020 

Commission Action Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine 
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 636 Garland Avenue (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Sue Elizabeth Morrison Boatman Garland Trust 

Application Submitted by Mathew Havey – Contract Purchaser (See Attachment D – 
Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.477 acres 

Location South side of Garland Avenue between Forest Street and 
Church Road 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage 

Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential to the south, east and west, and 
R-5 Single Family Residential to the north 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1924 

Additional Construction Activity 1923 – Build frame and brick veneer residence; 1986 – 
Construct one-story bay window added to back of existing 
single family residence 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that there is both architectural 
and historical significance for the Subject Property. The 
original architect of the property was William Aitken, who 
designed many prominent buildings in Winnetka and the 
Chicago North Shore. The property was also home to several 
prominent Village residents. 
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• Historical Significance • Residents 

• Harold F. Leahy, founder and former president of the 
LaSalle Paper Company in Chicago.  

• Robert Boatman and Susan Garland (formerly Susan 
Boatman). Susan Garland was a longtime Winnetka 
resident who was involved in various community 
organizations before she died tragically in a fire that 
broke out in her bedroom at 636 Garland. 

• Architectural Significance William Aitken was a well-known architect and builder of 
several notable homes on the North Shore. He was the 
founder of the Village of Bannockburn and built many of its 
first homes. In Winnetka, Aitken designed and built the 
Aitken building on the corner of Green Bay Road and Gage 
Street, as well as the home at 500 Maple, a Winnetka 
Landmark. Aitken also designed and built the home at 671 
Lincoln, where the movie “Home Alone” was filmed. 636 
Garland is a spacious Georgian Revival that contains many 
similar features to Aitken’s well-known homes in Winnetka 
and elsewhere. 

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.    The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 
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4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

  Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-20: 636 GARLAND AVENUE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On  September  21,  2020,  the  Landmark  Preservation  Commission  (LPC)  will  consider  a  request  to 
demolish the residence, detached garage, and coach house detached garage located at 644 Pine Lane. 
Please  return  any  available  information  regarding  the  architectural  and  historical  significance  of  the 
structure  to my  attention  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Thursday,  September  10,  2020.  If  you  have  any 
questions please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716‐3587.      
       
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date  Type  Owner  Architect 

12‐30‐1923  Frame and brick veneer residence  William Aitken  William Aitken 

9‐29‐1986  Construct one story bay window 
added to back of existing single‐
family residence 

Bob Boatman  Fred Polito 

ATTACHMENT B
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636 Garland – September 2018 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 636 Garland Avenue 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1924 

Construction type: Brick 

Style: Georgian Revival 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

William 

Aitken 

1924  Bannockburn Village 

history; Winnetka Talk 

article; Chicago Tribune 

obituary  

Aitken was a well-known and 

accomplished architect who designed 

and founded the Village of 

Bannockburn in Lake County, IL. He 

was also the architect for the Aitken 

Building in Hubbard Woods, as well 

as several Winnetka homes (500 

Maple – a Winnetka Landmark, 248 

Linden, and 671 Lincoln – the Home 

Alone house) 

Ray D. Smith 1925 – 1931 1925 phone book; 1931 

phone book 

 

Edward B. 

Mallers 

1932 – 

1933/34 

1932 phone book; 1930 

Tribune article 

Chicago realty operator 

Harold F. 

Leahy 

1933/34 –  

1935/36 

1935 phone book; 

Winnetka Talk obituary 

Founder and former President of the 

LaSalle Paper Co., which was located 

at 855 Adams in Chicago 

Gustavus 

Theodore 

Hellmuth 

1936/37 – 

1942 

1937 phone book; Real 

estate slip; WWII draft 

registration card 

Worked for Chicago Transit 

Authority; also an attorney 

Mrs. (Mary) 

Bernard 

Schroeder 

1942 – 1971 Real estate slip  

Robert 

Boatman 

and/or Susan 

Garland 

Boatman 

(later Susan 

Garland) 

1971 – 2020 1971 plans by John 

Gresham; Winnetka 

Talk obituary; Chicago 

Tribune obituary; 2016 

property tax assessment 

Robert Boatman was an executive at 

Masonite Corp., a door manufacturing 

company, and an accomplished Army 

veteran. Susan Garland was a member 

of the local Rhododendron Society 

and once served on the Winnetka-

Northfield Library District’s board of 

ATTACHMENT C
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trustees. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY:  

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

William Aitken 1923 - Build frame and brick 

veneer residence 

Bannockburn Village history; 

Winnetka Talk article; 

Chicago Tribune obituary 

Fred Polito 1986 - Construct one story bay 

window 

added to back of existing 

single-family 

residence 

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, WHS property files, phone books, Ancestry.com, Google 

search  

 

Date of Research: 8/26/2020 

 

Our research indicates that this property does have architectural and historical significance. The 

original architect of the property, William Aitken, was a well-known architect and builder of 

several notable homes on the North Shore. He was the founder of the Village of Bannockburn 

and built many of the first homes there. In Winnetka, Aitken designed and built the Aitken 

building on the corner of Green Bay Road and Gage Street, as well as the home at 500 Maple, a 

Winnetka Designated Landmark. Aitken also designed and built the home at 671 Lincoln, where 

the popular movie “Home Alone” was filmed. 636 Garland is a spacious Georgian Revival that 

contains many similar features to Aitken’s well-known homes in Winnetka and beyond.  

 

Additionally, this property has been home to several prominent Winnetka residents, including 

Harold F. Leahy, founder and former president of the LaSalle Paper Company in Chicago. In 

addition, this property was the home of Robert Boatman and Susan Garland (formerly Susan 

Boatman). Susan Garland was a longtime Winnetka resident who was involved in various 

community organizations before she died tragically in a fire that broke out in her bedroom at 636 

Garland . 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
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1971 plans for Robert and Susan Garland Boatman 

Full image: 

 

Close up: 
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Obituary 1 -- No Title
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Sep 13, 1952; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B7
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https://bannockburn.org/community/village-history/ 

The first settlers to the area where Bannockburn stands today arrived in 1835 from County 

Meath, Ireland. Michael Meehan built a log cabin near what is now the northwest corner of 

Hilltop Lane and Telegraph Road and gradually acquired a total of 283 acres. 

William Aitken was an architect and builder who is credited with bringing modern real estate 

development to the Village. He created a master plan covering 110 acres where he intended to 

build “country estates” for people who wanted that genteel style of living. Aitken was born in 

Scotland and used the name ”Bannockburn” for his own home and in the names of his 

subdivisions. 

The first homes went up in 1924 and by 1929, when application was made to incorporate the 

area, there were 30 families in the community—on Meadow Lane, Robin Road, Aitken Drive, 

Telegraph Road, and in the Wilmot Road/Sunset Lane area. Early residents were very active in 

developing and shaping the community that they loved, serving as trustees on the village board, 

organizing the Bannockburn school, creating zoning ordinances that formed the basis of our 

current zoning codes, and organizing a garden club and numerous charitable activities. 

Over the years more land was acquired and today the Village encompasses 1,318 acres located 

approximately 30 miles north of Chicago, and 4 miles west of Lake Michigan. The original 

intent of William Aitken—to create a residential community with homes on large tracts of land 

within a rural atmosphere comprising natural landscapes and open spaces—is preserved to this 

day, due to the commitment of the residents of the Village of Bannockburn, past and present. 
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FIND AUTO TAKEN BY LOOTERS OF MALLERS HOME: CLEWS TO HOLDUP ON NORTH SHORE ARE SLIM.
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Feb 5, 1930; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 3
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ROBERT L. BOATMAN 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE, September 13, 2000 

Robert L. Boatman, 81, a 33-year Masonite Corp. executive who helped the 

company develop a veneer for doors, died Monday, Sept. 4, in his home in 

Winnetka after a lengthy illness. Born in Van Wert, Iowa, Mr. Boatman 

graduated from Iowa State University with a bachelor's degree in forestry, and 

later earned a master's degree in economics at the University of Minnesota. 

From 1941 to 1946, he served as a wood technologist and later an air 

operations specialist with the U.S. Army Air Forces Material Command. In 

1948, he began selling building products at Masonite Corp.. While at 

Masonite, he was involved in the creation of a material that gave outer doors 

the look of wood but kept the price affordable, said his wife, Sue. "That was a 

major accomplishment because it launched [Masonite's] entry into the [door 

veneer] market," she said. Survivors also include a daughter, Judith Lise 

Martin; a son, John Robert "Jack"; a sister, Mary Kay Kull; and three 

grandchildren. Memorial services will be held at 4 p.m. Friday in Christ 

Episcopal Church, 784 Sheridan Rd., Winnetka. 
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Longtime Winnetka resident and 

philanthropist dies in house fire 

By KAREN ANN CULLOTTA  
PIONEER PRESS | 

MAY 03, 2020 AT 8:06 AM  

 

An 82-year-old Winnetka woman died in a fire in her home in the 600 block of 

Garland Avenue. (Karen Ann Cullotta / Pioneer Press) 

A longtime Winnetka resident who friends described as a tireless volunteer 

and philanthropist died in a house fire in the village Friday night, authorities 

said. 

Susan Garland, 82, died in her home Friday night after a fire broke out around 

7 p.m. in her bedroom on the second floor of her home in the 600 block of 

Garland Avenue, Winnetka Fire Captain Robert Bowne said. 
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The fire department received a call from Garland Friday evening, reporting the 

house fire, which was contained to the bedroom and quickly extinguished, 

Bowne said. 

Garland died at the scene, and the cause of the fire is suspected to be related to 

smoking materials, Fire Chief Alan Berkowsky said. 

On Saturday, the Rev. Christopher Powell, rector at Christ Church of 

Winnetka, said he spoke to Garland on the phone earlier in the week, when 

officials held a virtual Zoom meeting to discuss the Episcopal church’s annual 

rummage sale. 

As a member of the church’s benevolence committee, Garland was among the 

volunteers who made site visits every year to non-profit organizations across 

Chicago that were being considered as recipients of the $200,000 raised 

annually by the rummage sale. 

Although Garland had suffered from health problems in recent years, Powell 

said she remained a tireless volunteer, always eager to lend a hand and her 

expertise. 

“She stayed very involved in our church, even with her health challenges...she 

was such an interesting and gracious person. She was a friend to so many," 

Powell said. 

Despite the fact that Garland lived on Garland Avenue, and shared a surname 

with one of Winnetka’s early founders, John Garland, Powell said there was no 

relation, and called the similarity “a double coincidence.” 

A master gardener and avid reader, Garland was a member of the local 

Rhododendron Society and once served on the Winnetka-Northfield Library 

District’s board of trustees. 

[Most read] Coronavirus in Illinois updates: Eviction ban extended in 

state until late September » 

"Susan was a such a gracious person, and a good friend to many...she always 

had a smile on her face,” Powell said. 

kcullotta@chicagotribune.com 
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Twitter @kcullott 
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Obituary 1 -- No Title
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Sep 13, 1952; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B7
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