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A Message from the Village President 
Dear Neighbors, 
With the holidays behind us and the new year ahead, this seems 
a good time to review several notable accomplishments in 2025, 
and what to expect in 2026. After all, the naming of January 
purportedly derives from the Roman god Janus, who symbolically 
looked back at the old and forward to the new. In that spirit, we 
now review. 

There have been many substantive issues in the Village Council 
queue that are being addressed deliberately and with plans of 
action. If I had to select a theme for 2025 and 2026 it would be 
“forward looking with tangible progress.” 

Looking back at 2025: 
-Village Council contracted to secure electric power for the 
next several decades. In a power market filled with supply 
uncertainty and price unpredictability, we sought stability 
for our village, especially for future generations, reducing the 
risk of electricity interruptions (brownouts and blackouts) as 
demand continues to grow. 

-The Council moved to advance local environmental initiatives, 
including work to develop a Climate Action Plan specifically for 
Winnetka, streamlining the permitting and approval process for 
residential rooftop solar installations (including waiving related 
permit fees for 2026), and approving a large solar installation at 
the Water & Electric and Public Works Yards located on Willow 
Road. Once completed, this system will power approximately 
95% of that facility’s annual electric demand and will recoup 
the investment in about 8 years. Our Environmental, Forestry, 
and Sustainability Commission is central to these local 
initiatives and will continue to bring recommendations to 
Village Council. We will have further updates about this Plan 
in the coming months. 

-Repairs were completed to the stormwater discharge pipe 
at Elder Lane Beach. We remain committed to supporting the 
Winnetka Park District as they work toward reopening that 
beach this summer. 

-The growing safety risks related to electric scooters, e-bikes, 
and electric motos were addressed. With the wellbeing of 
pedestrians, motorists, and users in mind, the Council adopted 
age and location-based regulations for these e-vehicles. 
You can learn more about these regulations at 
villageofwinnetka.org/ebike. 

-The Chase Bank and One Winnetka developments are well 
under way and progressing as scheduled. The bank building 
is expected to be completed this summer, and One Winnetka 
anticipates residents moving in by January 2027. Many thanks 
for your ongoing patience with the construction disruptions. 

Looking forward in 2026: 
-The 2026 budget was approved in December, with several 
significant operating and capital initiatives prioritized. 
These include utility infrastructure, street rehabilitation, and 
public safety (police/fire). The property tax levy rose by 1.45%, 
roughly half the rate of inflation, and user fees, mainly directed 
towards infrastructure, increased from 5-8%. In short, costs 
are higher and the village’s aging infrastructure requires 
ongoing attention. In the context of this backdrop, 
we are intent on maintaining high-quality resident services 
and positioning Winnetka for future success. 

-This year several important issues will advance, including 
planning for the Post Office site, east side stormwater 
mitigation, Hubbard Woods streetscape, and west side 
stormwater conveyance (more on page 3). These are just 
a few priorities for 2026, and we look forward to keeping you 
updated on their progress. 

-The business districts are thriving, with retail vacancy 
space below 1%. There is strong interest from the business 
community to locate in Winnetka, and our economic 
development team is active on this front. 

-As was noted in the summer Winnetka Report, village 
government has 10 boards and commissions comprised of 
nearly 60 resident volunteers. At the outset of 2025, a number 
of incumbent terms had expired and, in addition, there were 
roughly a dozen vacancies. We are pleased to report that all 
boards and commissions are now operating at full capacity 
and are particularly delighted with the influx of younger 
residents eager to serve. The work of these groups is critical 
and broad resident engagement is essential. 
We encourage anyone interested in serving to visit 
villageofwinnetka.org/interested 

In sum, your Village Council covered expansive turf in 2025 with 
more to come in 2026. Members of the Council are honored to 
serve this community and, together with our outstanding village 
staff, always welcome your input and feedback. Strengthening 
our village is a collective effort, and we are committed to ensuring 
that Winnetka remains vibrant and a wonderful place to live. 

Wishing everyone a happy and 
healthy 2026! 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Dearborn 

Village President 

Robert H. Dearborn 

It only takes seconds and will keep Sign up for the weekly 
you in-the-know about Village 

newsletter to residents events and updates. 
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Council Action Summary 
October 7, 2025: An ordinance was discussed and 
approved regarding use of electric bicycles (e-bikes), 
requiring operators to be 16 years of age in most cases. 
The regulations can be viewed at villageofwinnetka. 
org/ebike. A contract with RPG Energy Group for the 
design and installation of a Solar Photo Voltaic (PV) Array 
at the Village Yards was discussed and approved. 
A long-term planning discussion for power generation 
was held, with Council providing the direction to 
maintain steam generation through 2035. A special 
meeting was held consisting of a closed session to 
discuss security procedures and litigation pursuant to 
Section 2(c)(8) and 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act. 

October 14, 2025: A discussion of the former post 
office site (512 Chestnut Street) was held, providing an 
overview of the history of the site, the current plans for 
demolition of the building that housed the post office, 
and site restoration options. Council considered various 
project costs and provided direction to pursue additional 
design services for options for the site. 

October 21, 2025: A proposed mixed-use 
development, Tower Court Condos, was discussed 
and public comment was heard. A presentation was 
given by the Environmental, Forestry, and Sustainability 
Commission on regulations regarding solar panels, and 
Council requested an ordinance be prepared for review 
at a future meeting which would make zoning changes 
to allow residential solar panels as a permitted accessory 
use, allow for building-mounted or ground-mounted 
solar panel installations, and meet additional safety 
requirements. A policy document regarding lakefront 
property guidelines was discussed and deferred for 
future review. 

October 30, 2025: An all-day meeting was held to 
present the Village’s 2026 Annual Budget and Capital 
Improvement Plan. Each department overviewed its 
budget and major initiatives for the 2026 financial year. 
The 2026 Budget is discussed in further detail on page 5. 

November 4, 2025: A plat of subdivision and variations 
from the Winnetka Zoning Ordinance were discussed 
and approved for 881 and 883 Private Road. A special 
use permit was discussed for Sit Still Kids Salon at 
986 Green Bay Road. An extension agreement with 
Strand Associates, Inc. was discussed and approved for 
engineering design services for the conveyance portion 
of the Stormwater improvements Project. An agreement 
with Hey and Associates, Inc. for design services for 
the Spruce Street access point was discussed and 
approved. A closed session was held to discuss pending 
litigation, probable or imminent litigation pursuant to 
Section 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act. 

November 18, 2025: A public hearing on the 2026 
Budget was held. Ordinances were introduced to enact 
a Home Rule Municipal Retailers’ Occupation Tax and 
a Home Rule Municipal Service Occupation Tax, adopt 
the budget, establish rates and fees related to utility 
services, amend service fees, levy taxes for the year 
2025, and pay General Obligation Refunding Bonds. 
An ordinance to amend the Winnetka Zoning Ordinance 
to establish regulations for solar energy systems was 
discussed and approved. The special use permit for Sit 
Still Kids Salon was approved. 

December 2, 2025: A discussion of the Streetscape 
Project planned for the Indian Hill business district, in 
partnership with the Village of Kenilworth, was held. 
As the project area is 70% in Kenilworth, the Council 
deferred consideration of policy direction until the Village 
of Kenilworth determines next steps. A Special Use 
Permit for a medical office was discussed and approved 
at 730 Elm Street. A variation from the Winnetka Zoning 
Ordinance was discussed and approved to allow for 
construction of an addition to an existing garage at 
20 Fox Lane. A closed session was held to discuss 
collective bargaining, pending litigation, and review 
of closed session minutes pursuant to Sections 2(c)(2), 
2(c)(11), and 2(c)(21) of the Open Meetings Act. 

December 16, 2025: A contract with Teska Associates, 
Inc. for professional landscape and architectural design 
services was discussed and approved for the former 
Post Office site at 512 Chestnut Street. The 2026 Council 
study session tentative schedule of meeting topics was 
reviewed. A closed session was held to discuss specific 
personnel and pending litigation, pursuant to Sections 
2(c)(1) and 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act. 

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA WINTER 2024WINNETKA REPORT WINTER 2026 

Since then, the structures and excavated soil have 
been removed and hauled off from the site. Additionally, 
underground utility connections have been made, the 
building foundation completed, and now precast concrete 
columns and planks are being installed as the structure 
rises above grade level. 

Once finished, the 195,933 square-foot four-story mixed-
use building will contain 59 rental apartments on floors 
two through four and 19,600 square feet of commercial 
space on the ground level. A restaurant from Ballyhoo 
Hospitality is planned within the corner commercial tenant 
space, while financial counseling office Charles Schwab 
and Winnetka Aesthetic Studio, a medical office, have been 
granted special use permits to locate in tenant spacesOne Winnetka Construction Underway 
along the Elm Avenue frontage. The building will house 151 

Construction activity on the long anticipated One Winnetka enclosed parking spaces between the ground and lower 
mixed-use development at the southeast corner of levels. Construction is anticipated to be completed by the 
Elm Street and Lincoln Avenue is progressing. General end of 2026 with initial residential occupancy in January 
contractor, Walsh Construction, began site mobilization of 2027. 
and demolition of the six existing buildings in late May and 
early June, respectively. 

Willow Road Reconstruction Project Update 
Beginning in late spring, the Village will begin the Willow Road Reconstruction Project—one of the most 
significant capital improvements planned for 2026 and an important component of the Stormwater 
Improvements project. This important investment will modernize critical infrastructure, improve safety 
and mobility, and support the long-term needs of the community. 

The project includes the full reconstruction of Willow Road and major improvements at the intersection of 
Willow and Hibbard Roads. Once completed, the intersection will feature designated turn lanes and upgraded 
traffic signal operations, creating a more traditional and efficient traffic flow. These enhancements are expected 
to significantly reduce congestion during peak travel times and improve overall safety for drivers, pedestrians, 
and cyclists. 

In addition to roadway and traffic improvements, the project will deliver essential underground infrastructure 
upgrades. These include the installation of new large stormwater box culverts to improve drainage and reduce 
flooding risk, new water mains and water services, a new sanitary sewer main, and a new water main bypass. 
Together, these improvements will strengthen the reliability and management of potable water service between 
the water plant and the underground storage tank west of Hibbard Road, helping ensure dependable service 
for years to come. 

The Village recognizes that a project of this scale will cause temporary disruptions for nearby residents, schools, 
and local businesses. We are committed to minimizing impacts wherever possible through careful planning, clear 
communication, and close coordination with all affected stakeholders. Regular updates will be provided so the 
community knows what to expect as work progresses. 

In coordination with the state, the Village anticipates awarding the construction contract in May 2026. 
While construction will require patience and cooperation, the long-term benefits—safer travel, reduced 
congestion, improved stormwater management, and more resilient utilities—will be lasting and meaningful 
for the entire community. 
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Winnetka Utility Rebate Program 
Introducing new clean energy and energy efficiency utility rebates for residents in 2026. 

To bolster the Village’s commitment to sustainability and implementation of the upcoming Climate Action Plan, the 
2026 budget allocated additional funds to incentivize expanded energy efficiency, renewable energy, and electrification 
investments. New solar energy systems, EV chargers, certain ENERGY STAR appliances, and air conditioner condensers 
are now eligible. The Village is considering adding more categories to this list later in the year. To apply for a rebate, 
complete the form on villageofwinnetka.org/rebate. 

Expanded Utility Rebates for 2026 

Eligibility and Rebate Value 

Solar Distributed Generation (DG) Residential - $300/kW up to 10kW of capacity = $3,000 Cap 

Commercial - $250/kW AC up to 10kW of capacity = $2,500 Cap 

EV Charging All EV charger incentive rebates are up to $500 and limited to 50% of total 
costs (charger purchase price and installation) excluding tax, discounts, 
permit costs, and ineligible costs. 

AC Condenser Replacement Rebates Incentives for qualifying central air conditioning (AC) units: 

•15 SEER or 14.3 SEER2 ($300) 

•16 SEER or 15.3 SEER2 ($400) 

•18 SEER or 17.2 SEER2 ($600) 

Appliance Rebates •ENERGY STAR Electric heat pump water heaters ($500) 

•ENERGY STAR Electric heat pump clothes dryers or combination washer/ 
dryers ($250) 

•Induction cooktops/ranges ($150) 

•Autonomous/robot electric lawn mowers ($200) 

Smart Thermostat Rebates Up to two new smart thermostats. 
Maximum rebate amount is $100 per unit ($200 total). 

Chase Bank Building Nearing 
Completion 
The exterior of the new three-story Chase Bank building 
at the northwest corner of Elm Street and Green Bay Road 
is nearly complete with windows installed and the majority 
of the masonry work finished. Retail banking services will 
be offered on the street level, wealth management services 
on the upper levels, 7 parking spaces on the surface lot 
and 24 parking spaces in the lower level of the building. 
The adjacent alley is fully open, and interior work has been 
ongoing with a scheduled completion in summer of 2026 
following streetscape improvements. 

2026 Budget: Strategic Community Investment 
Winnetka’s budget, adopted each year by the Village Council, is the official financial plan for the Village’s operating 
departments. The budget also presents information related to Winnetka’s debt positions, pensions, and planned 
capital improvements. The Village follows a calendar-based fiscal year. 

On October 30, 2025, Village Council held an all-day public budget review meeting, where Village staff presented 
a formal review of the 2026 Annual Budget and Capital Improvement Plan, with each department presenting on 
their functional areas of operation. 

Below is a snapshot of the key metrics related to the 2026 Annual Budget: 

• The 2026 Annual Budget totals $116,208,338, of which $39,478,315 is dedicated towards capital infrastructure. 

• The General Fund operating budget, the Village’s main operating fund, totals $41,544,006; a proposed increase 
of 8.22% compared to 2025 due to increased capital spending. 

• The 2025 tax levy will generate $16,682,135 for village operations. The average increase to existing residents is 
an inflationary adjustment of 1.45%. 

• The proposed 2025 tax levy is less than the tax cap limit (PTELL). Since 2005, the Village has been cumulatively 
$26.8 million under the tax cap. 

• The 2026 Budget’s impact to a typical Winnetka household is $449 a year or $37.42 monthly driven by increases 
in the utility funds as follows: 

• Electric increase: 6.5% 

• Water and Sanitary Sewer increase: 8.0% 

• Refuse increase: 6.5% 

• Stormwater sewer increase: 5.0%. 

The rate increases will support capital improvements. 

• The 2026 Village Capital Plan totals $39,478,315, with significant funding dedicated towards roadway 
improvements, water mains (including lead service line replacement), stormwater improvements, downtown 
revitalization, improvements to the Village’s electric system and green infrastructure. On November 18, 2025, 
the Village Council held a public hearing on the 2026 budget and introduced the budget, the 2025 property tax 
Levy, and the 2026 rate resolutions. Then, at the December 2 Council Meeting, the 2026 Budget was formally 
adopted. To see the current budget, visit the Fiscal Transparency page on the Village’s website. 
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Message from the Fire Chief 

Fire Safety 
The Winnetka Fire Department wants you to ‘keep safe while you keep warm’ this 
winter season. More home fires occur in the winter than any other season, with heating 
equipment being one of the leading causes of home fire deaths. 

Here are some tips from the Winnetka Fire Department 
to stay safe while you stay warm: 

• Keep a three-foot safety zone around heating equipment. Ensure children, pets, and 
anything that can burn remain outside the safety zone. 

• When selecting a portable heater, purchase one that has a seal from a qualified testing 
laboratory, is equipped with a thermostat, and has tip-over/overheat protection. 

• Have a qualified professional install stationary heating equipment, like water heaters or 
central heating equipment, according to code and manufacturer instructions. Have the 
equipment regularly inspected and serviced by qualified professionals. 

• Always plug space heaters directly into an outlet and check to ensure the cord isn’t 
damaged. 

• Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic and never block an exit. 

• Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed. 

• Never use a gas range or oven to heat your home. This can cause a buildup of carbon 
monoxide inside your residence. 

Sign up for Smart911 

The Village uses Smart911’s system to distribute 
alerts to residents in emergencies. If you haven’t 
signed up for Smart911, please do so today at 
Smart911.com. Smart911 requires that you keep 
your profile updated and reminds you with an email 
every six months to verify that your emergency 
information remains correct. Your account provides 
emergency responders with current information 
about your residence and medical information 
that would be relevant to your care. The service is 
kept secure via the highest security standards and 
your information is only available to emergency 
responders and the 911 dispatch system. 

Winter Health Safety 
The Winnetka Fire Department wants to remind you to take extra precautions when you mitigate the impact 
of winter weather. Did you know that the physical exertion of shoveling snow may lead to an increased risk 
of heart attack or sudden cardiac arrest? For most people, shoveling snow may not lead to health problems. 
But it’s still important to know how the cold can affect your heart, especially if you have cardiovascular disease or 
other cardiac risk factors. Knowing your risk factors is an important step in understanding how to lower your risk. 

Cardiovascular risk factors include: 
• Sedentary lifestyle • High cholesterol 
• Obesity • High blood pressure 
• Being a current or former smoker • History of heart attack or stroke 
• Diabetes 

The physical demand of shoveling snow can cause significant increases to your blood pressure and heart 
rate, especially when many unconsciously hold their breath when straining to lift a heavy shovelful of snow. 
Coupled with the exposure to cold air constricting blood vessels, the heart is being tasked with a greater 
workload in conditions designed to diminish its ability to function optimally. 

Here are a few practical tips to keep in mind, especially if you have cardiac risk factors, to help make snow 
removal safer this winter season: 

• Give yourself a break. Take frequent breaks during shoveling so you don’t overstress your heart. Pay 
attention to how your body feels during those breaks. 

• If possible, have someone else handle snow removal for you. If you must shovel snow yourself, start 
gradually and pace yourself. Ideally, push or sweep the snow rather than lifting and throwing it to lessen 
the exertion. If you are able, use an automated snow blower rather than shoveling. 

• Don’t drink alcohol before or immediately after shoveling. Alcohol may increase a person’s sensation 
of warmth and may cause them to underestimate the extra strain their body is under in the cold. 

• Consult your health care professional if you have a medical concern or question about exercising in cold 
weather, especially if it is a substantial increase over your usual physical activity level. 

• Be aware of the dangers of hypothermia. To prevent hypothermia, dress in layers of warm clothing, which 
traps air between the layers forming a protective insulation. Wear a hat because much of your body’s heat 
can be lost through your head. Be careful when the wind is blowing; wind increases the effects of cold on 
your body. 

• Learn the heart attack warning signs and listen to your body, but remember this: even if you’re not sure 
it’s a heart attack, have it checked out. Minutes matter! Fast action can save lives. Don’t wait to call 911. 

• Learn CPR. Effective bystander CPR, provided immediately after sudden cardiac arrest, can double or triple 
a victim’s chance of survival. Hands-only CPR makes it easier than ever to save a life. If an adult suddenly 
collapses, call 911 and begin pushing hard and fast in the middle of the victim’s chest until help arrives. 
Visit villageofwinnetka.org/CPR to sign up for CPR/AED training and certification. 
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Message from the 
Police Chief 
The Police Department is 
happy to share that we will 
be continuing our “Coffee 
and Conversations” program 
in 2026. This event will take 
place on the last Wednesday 
of every month from 9:30 

AM to 10:30 AM, between April and October (weather 
permitting) at Hometown Coffee & Juice at 749 Elm Street 
on the northeast corner of Lincoln & Elm Streets. All are 
welcome to enjoy a free cup of coffee and speak with 
Police Department staff who will be available to answer 
questions in a relaxed atmosphere. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Winter storms are sometimes accompanied by parking 
restrictions, as parking on Village streets is prohibited 
during a snow emergency. The Winnetka Village Code 
indicates that a snow emergency exists when the 
Director of Public Works has determined that two or 
more inches of snow have fallen within a 24-hour 
period or that two or more inches of snow remains on 
any roadway in the Village. Parking bans will remain in 
effect until snow has been cleared from streets. Please 
do your part to ensure vehicles are not parked on the 
street during a snow emergency, which will help our 
Public Works Department properly plow our streets. 
Village parking lots have alternate parking restrictions 
between 12 AM – 6 AM on even/odd days during a 
snow emergency. Vehicles on village streets during 
snow emergencies may be relocated and any violation 
of snow emergency parking restrictions is subject to 
a $150 fine. Learn more about these restrictions at 
villageofwinnetka.org/snow. If you suspect your 
vehicle has been towed or relocated after a snow 
emergency parking ban, please call our department’s 
non-emergency number: 847-501-6034. The Village 
will email residents and post information on our website 
when a snow emergency occurs. Please take extra care 
to drive safely during snowy or icy conditions, and we 
wish you a safe and enjoyable winter. 

If you plan to be away from your home for any 
extended period, residents are encouraged to make 
use of the Police Department’s House Watch program. 
You can submit your vacation requests by visiting 
villageofwinnetka.org/vacation. 

Snow and Ice Operations 
Snow and ice operations used to be largely “one size fits all.” When a storm came, crews responded using plowing and 
salting until the pavement was wet. As time has passed and technology has improved, the techniques utilized have 
become more advanced and scientific. Today’s snow operations in the Village still utilize plowing and salting. However, 
they are much more strategic and scientific with the goal of keeping roads safe and passable while minimizing the use 
of de-icing materials to keep unnecessary salt out of the environment. 

Regular salt (the same as table salt) is an economical and practical solution for snow mitigation. It lowers the freezing 
point of water and helps prevent ice from bonding to pavement. However, it can be both harmful to the environment 
and corrosive to streets themselves, so methods to reduce its use have been in development for a number of years. 

Today, the Village Public Works Department uses a few different methods for snow and ice control. First, trucks are 
outfitted with spreaders, which limit the amount of material used per lane mile. Second, the salt used is “pre-wet” with 
liquids designed to increase their effectiveness (including salt brine and beet juice). This improves the effectiveness of 
salt and makes it heavier and less likely to “spray” outside of the roadway. 

Salt use is tailored to the situation. A storm occurring primarily at night with temperatures dropping warrants more salt 
than a similar storm during the day with sunlight occurring right afterward. 

In 2024, the Village added three “microweather” stations to its snow monitoring capabilities. These measure the specific 
conditions near the lake, in the downtown areas and on the west side of the Village. These are excellent at monitoring 
live conditions and for predicting road temperatures, which are frequently higher than air temperatures. These tools 
allow us to better anticipate how much salt will be needed and where. 

For more information on village snow operations, please visit the Village’s website at villageofwinnetka.org/snow. 

Sidewalk Shoveling 
After larger snows, typically beyond 3 to 4 inches, 
the Village plows snow from residential sidewalks. 
In order to prevent ice buildup on the sidewalks, 
residents should remove snow from the sidewalks 
in front of their homes after slushy events or 
smaller snowstorms. This will go a long way toward 
helping keep our sidewalks free from ice and easier 
for pedestrians to navigate. 

If you have questions, please call 847-716-3568. 
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2026 Green Award Nominations 
Residents and businesses are invited to submit nominations for the annual 
Green Awards Program. The purpose of Green Awards is to recognize 
properties and households within Winnetka that demonstrate exceptional 
commitment to sustainable and environmentally-friendly practices. If 
you or someone you know has recently taken action to eliminate waste, 
introduce native plants, reduce fossil fuel dependency, save water and 
energy, or adopt other sustainable practices, consider applying for a 
2026 Green Award. 

The form will be available at villageofwinnetka.org/green between 
February 1 and March 10 and winners will be announced at a Village 
Council meeting in April. 

Flood Protection Assistance 
The Village of Winnetka is a designated If you have any questions regarding drainage issues, flooding, 
National Floodplain Insurance Program floodplain, sanitary sewer back-up, sewer management or sewer 
(NFIP) community. The Engineering maintenance, or would like to schedule an on-site visit, please contact 
Department and Sewer Division of the Village staff for assistance: 
Public Works Department provide the Drainage and Flooding Issues; Floodplain Questions: 
community with one-on-one advice James Bernahl, Director of Engineering, 
about property protection, with respect jbernahl@winnetka.org, 847-716-3261 
to drainage issues, flooding, sanitary 

Obaid Khalid, Assistant Village Engineer and Stormwater Manager, sewer back-up, sewer management and 
okhalid@winnetka.org, 847-716-3532 maintenance issues, and any available 

funding for making necessary repairs. Sewer Maintenance, Sanitary Sewer Back-Up, 
Sewer Management: 
Zack Svacina, Sewer Foreperson, 
Public Works, zsvacina@winnetka.org, 847-716-3273 

Protect Your Property from Flood Damage 
Different measures are appropriate for different flood hazards, building types, and building conditions. 
All methods must comply with the Village’s Flood Hazard Protection Ordinance and applicable building codes. 
Please always check to see what permits are necessary from the Village. The protection of your home and 
property could include the following methods: 

• Elevate the building above the Flood Protection Elevation, which is 2’ above the Base Flood Elevation. 

• Elevate damage-prone components, such as the furnace, air conditioning units, or other attendant utilities. 

• Raise window wells and exterior stair wells to provide a barrier from overland flooding and keep well drains 
free of debris. 

• Dry flood-proof the building so that water cannot get into it. 

• Wet flood-proof portions of the building so that water won’t cause damage. 

• Construct a berm or redirect drainage away from the building. 

• Notify the Village of any observed maintenance issues relating to streams, ditches, and public storm 
drains; and maintain all privately owned storm drains so that debris does not obstruct them. 

• Install a sanitary sewer back-up protection system. 

Online Payments 
Residents can renew their vehicle stickers, commuter parking passes, and dog licenses online. Purchases can 
be made by a major credit card and will be shipped after the purchase is complete. New residents should call the 
Finance Department at 847-501-6000 to request an application via mail. As required by Village Code, residents 
purchasing dog licenses are required to provide a copy of their pet’s rabies certificate during both the online and in-
person process. Residents can also pay utility bills and parking tickets online with a credit card. Utility customers will 
be required to create a user profile and can then make a one-time payment or enroll for automatic recurring credit 
card payments. Use the payments button on the Village’s website (villageofwinnetka.org) to get started. 

Residential Composting 
Drop-Off Available 

Lakeshore Recycling Systems and the Village of 
Winnetka are pleased to offer drop-off sites where 
residents may discard food scraps and organics 
collected at home in carts located throughout the 
Village. Residents may drop off food scraps and 
organics in containers located at Carleton Washburne 
School, Greeley School, Hubbard Woods Elementary 
School, New Trier High School, Elm Street Station, and 
Winnetka Congregational Church. 

Compost must be placed loose or within compostable 
bags. The use of plastic bags will result in the compost 
being directed to traditional waste streams. 
View details at villageofwinnetka.org/composting. 

Year-Round Holiday Light Recycling 
Recycle old holiday lights with the Village’s year-round 
light recycling program. All types of holiday lights and 
cords are accepted for recycling at the Public Works 
Yards, 1390 Willow Road, weekdays from 7:30 AM to 4 PM. 

The Village cannot accept garland, live greens, wreaths, 
or other non-recyclable items.  If you have questions 
about the program, please call 847-716-3568. 
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Village Telephone Numbers Village Council Emails 

Police/Fire/Paramedics Emergency 

Police (Non-Emergency) 
Fire (Non-Emergency) 
Electric or Water Outages 

Refuse and Recycling Collection 

Manager/Finance Department 
Public Works Department 
Utility Department 
Utility Billing Services 

Community Development Department 

911 

847-501-6034 

847-501-6029 

847-501-2531 

847-716-3568 

847-501-6000 

847-716-3568 

847-716-3558 

847-446-9550 

847-716-3576 

Contact Village Council: 

Robert Dearborn: 

Kirk Albinson: 

Rob Apatoff: 

Tina Dalman: 

Bob Dearborn: 

Kim Handler: 

Scott Myers: 

Bridget Orsic: 

ContactCouncil@Winnetka.org 

RDearborn@Winnetka.org 

KAlbinson@Winnetka.org 

RApatoff@Winnetka.org 

TDalman@Winnetka.org 

RDearborn@Winnetka.org 

KHandler@Winnetka.org 

SMeyers@winnetka.org 

BOrsic@Winnetka.org 

Village Council Meetings 

Meetings are held at 7 PM on Tuesdays. Agenda 
materials and videos of previous meetings are 
available at villageofwinnetka.org at “Agendas,” 
at the reference desk at the Winnetka Public Library, 
or from the Village Manager’s Office. Agendas will 
include the meeting’s location and/or meeting 
access instructions. 

Save the Dates for Spring Clean-Up: 

Spring Clean-Up: April 13 - 17 
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