
V I L L A G E  O F  W I N N E T K A  

L A K E F R O N T  R E G U L AT I O N  D I S C U S S I O N

J A N U A R Y  3 1 ,  2 0 2 3  M E E T I N G  -  T R U S T E E  A .  C R I P E



Staff and the Village attorney were asked to provide an overview of existing regulations, with 
a focus on our potentially exercising concurrent jurisdiction with the Army Corp and 
IDNR with regard to Lake Michigan structures (e.g., revetments, breakwaters, or other 
structures) or our adopting zoning specific to lakefront homes (i.e., singling them out from 
other residential zoning provisions).  As our attorney has explained, the Village Code does 
not provide such specific regulations currently.  


However, Winnetka’s existing Code does broadly protect public health, safety and welfare, 
including by specifically regulating impermeable surfaces, fences, plants, structures and 
other things or conditions on private or public property or impacting public places.  Our 
code requirements don’t cease to operate at the lakefront.  Our existing authority in this 
area should be carefully considered before we adopt new measures that might be 
incorrectly seen as undermining the authority we already have.

BACKGROUND



2 “Buckets” of Shoreline Projects:


• Shoreline protection or recreation projects that 
are limited to their intended purpose and are 
consistent with the status quo (e.g., top).  We 
have been able to largely defer to IDNR and 
Army Corp on such projects to date, including 
through cooperation and engagement between 
neighbors.


• Projects that might materially depart from what 
is reasonably necessary to achieve their intended 
purpose, potentially creating  public health, 
safety and welfare concerns.  The image at right - 
which we have been informed is no longer under 
consideration - could be a potential example.  


We have significant tools in our existing Code to 
enforce compliance when or if cooperation and 
engagement fail.  P U B L I C  H E A LT H ,  S A F E T Y  &  W E L FA R E  I S S U E :  O B S T R U C T S  

S I G H T  L I N E / V I E W S ,  A C C E S S ,  E G R E S S  &  R E S C U E  N E A R  
P U B L I C  B E A C H  &  A L O N G  L A K E F R O N T / P U B L I C  WAY.   

S H O R E L I N E  P R O T E C T I O N  A N D  R E C R E AT I O N  
P R O J E C T  -  D O E S  N O T  B L O C K  V I E W,  A C C E S S ,  

E G R E S S  O R  R E S C U E  N E A R  P U B L I C  B E A C H



R e l e v a n t  P ro v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  C o d e : 


T i t l e  8  -  H e a l t h  &  S a f e t y 

T i t l e  9  -  P u b l i c  P e a c e ,  M o r a l s  a n d  W e l f a r e 

T i t l e  1 2  -  S t r e e t s ,  S i d e w a l k s  a n d  P u b l i c  
P l a c e s 

T i t l e  1 5  -  B u i l d i n g s  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n 




T i t l e  1 5  

B u i l d i n g s  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n 




Shoreline Projects Fall Within the Village and Within the Existing Code



The Building Code Already Requires Permits for Fences, Walls and 
Impermeable Surfaces



The Building Code Imposes a Maintenance Duty As to Existing Projects 
to Protect Public Health, Safety and Welfare



T i t l e  8  

H e a l t h  &  S a f e t y 






T i t l e  9  

P u b l i c  P e a c e ,  M o r a l s  a n d  W e l f a r e 






T i t l e  1 2  

S t r e e t s ,  S i d e w a l k s  a n d  P u b l i c  
P l a c e s 






W i n n e t k a ’s  e x i s t i n g  V i l l a g e  C o d e  
a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e s  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  
a d d r e s s i n g  a n d  e l i m i n a t i n g  
n u i s a n c e s .  






W i n n e t k a ’s  e x i s t i n g  V i l l a g e  C o d e  
a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e s  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  
r u l e s  o r  s t a n d a r d s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
p r o v i d e  f o r  p u b l i c  s a f e t y.  






W e  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a  v a r i a n c e  p ro c e s s  f o r  a n y  
p r o j e c t s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Wa t e r s h e d  M a n a g e m e n t  
O r d i n a n c e  ( W M O )  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h e y  f a i l  t o  
c o m p l y  w i t h  o u r  m o r e  r i g o r o u s  C o d e  
p r o v i s i o n s . 


S e e ,  V i l l a g e  C o d e : 


T i t l e  1 5  ( B u i l d i n g s  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n ) ,  C h a p t e r  
1 5 . 6 8  ( F l o o d  H a z a rd  P ro t e c t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n s )





– A B R A H A M  L I N C O L N

“Discourage litigation. Persuade 
your neighbors to compromise 
whenever you can. Point out to 
them how the nominal winner is 

often a real loser---in fees, 
expenses, and waste of time.” 


